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From the Days of 


THE PROPHET MALACHI 
To. the BIRTH of our 


former Works of this Nature, 


Digeſted in a Chronological Ord er, 


And brought down to that Time. 
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a mõre than ordinary Courage 
Privately 1 withdrew from the po amp, attsaded only 


With — —ͤ— hom de bad ipaned his 


„And who ed:to-Rand ph b come 
eſign, an promiſ ſacs be, Lee 
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near.2 The Waycby whith:they- uſes toi vhs Keep 
end, matrovn/ having: a 2 
Feuathat: and his. Servant, Wierg auced to au up an 
their Hands andi Feet: bn they wer 
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E ſaid Samuel, is the Meaning of the Bleating of theSheep, 
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ſell upon him, and; hewed him in Pieces before the Lord! 
in Gilgal. Upon this Samuel went to his own. Houſe at! 
Ramun and Saul to his at Gibeah; aſter which Samuel: 
(i) never ſaw Saul, but could not forbear ta mont form 7 
God having already made it know ta Num that he 
had pitched upon another to rule in Hfrael inſtdadꝭ af. 
Saul, hid Samuel prepare to go for. Bethlebem under: n 
lour of ſatri there, and to invite: Jeſſe and his Sails 
to the Saerifice - Feaſt, and to do as he ſhbuld there diredts 
bim. Summel obeyed, and approaching) Bethlehaw. the: 
Elders: of the City were (v) ſurprized, andg going our 
to, mtet him, asked whether he came ino — ble 
Manner. He told'-them che. did, andi cine ta hald 
(w) Feaſt unto the Lord Therefore he: bid them are? 
themſelves, and come with: him to the Feaſt ;..bub: 
mots: peculiar Manner he addreſſed himſelf to ' Jeſſe i 
his Sons, whom he ſanctified, and invited to the Feaſt. 
After this going to "Jeſſe's Houſe, and obſerving _ 
Sons, he concluded that Eliab the. Ede who..was.Aa 
comely: tall Man, - was the 'Perſon God'ha W 
tp ſucceed Saul. But God ſoon ſet: ks 10 9 
and having ſurve yed the ſeven, he asd Ie f Fack 
them, if he had not more Children; who tld hint 84. 
one Son more, who was in the Field watching the $k 
Samuel bid him ſenid for him, for he would. por lit bog 
to eat till he came. When he came Samuel viewed him 


with Pleaſure and Admitation, for he was very heautiftls; 
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him, ſor this wis he. Then Shane: pburing Oil on the 
Head of David; (x) anointed him dir Ndl. of \hſy Bre! 
thren. And from that Day the 6 Spirit of the Tord 
was upon David; but ĩt Jar Sed, "and ae 
( Spirit poſſeſſed him; which ory appeared in che ſad 

Perturbations, Wherewith his 3 7/6 — — 
queutiy agitated; which his Servant — 5 

viſed him{to: divert his Kelarickwly: del e ck. —5 
would ſettle and quibt: his"diſhirbediSpis ite. Cal. deſi- 
rous of Eaſe from theſe — — upon 
vrhirh uns of them recommended M Him 
hitri he was not only an excellent A uſſriaa but 2 (a) brave 
and prudent Manꝰ and a veiy comelh!Perfon ; adding, 
that the Lord was Wich him. Tllis Cin aAer bf David) 
UN ow; who ſent dieſſerigen 0 David's Fathtr 2s! 
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. David anomted King by Samuel. | 
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deſire him to ſend his Son to him. Jeſſe knowing the 
Cuſſom of the Court! 10 recommend his Son the better, 
fends 2 handſome Preſent with bis Son to the King; wh 
zt firſt. dight is, pleaſed With David but When he ener- 
cifed his Skill upon the Harp, Saul -way ſo taken with his 
Performance: that: he [Yepeated his R delt to Jeſſe to let 
m_— ue Nh him; to whichithe ojd Man readily 
— Saul finding the: Benefit of Dawid's Mu. 1 
fick, th indear him to: his der vice promoted m 10 the 
Office of his ArmohroBearer. IK 1 (4 r ING VG 4 47 
-.Tebithis fnall Interval of Peace David: often exerciſed 
bis: Tblent an the Harp to the great Satisfaction and 
Quietiof! Saul, Who !injoyed. it but When David thus d- 
vertadi him. And now the Philiſtines having rallied thelr 
ſcattered Troqps, h,çrecruited their Forces, appeared | 
agaim with! a great. Army to revenge their former Diflis 4 
_ and: 3 marching to Shocob, which | 
© FJidah bey:incamped between boch andlAuubab 
fell Bardec of Damm. Saul prepares to mett:them'; © - 
and: — his Army ta dhe Hill abote e 
* of Elab, Which ſeparated the $\wo' Campa While 
the two Armies were fading: each other. a Champion of 
prodigious, Stat ue came out of the Hhaliſtines . 
and challenged any d/rgalite: 0 ſingie Combate, m t 
Deciſion of which: the Fate of either Army ſhauld de- 
ud. He was of a Gigantick Sue, being hear ten Beet 
eb, : and his Arms and Armour proportiouable to his 
vaſt Bulk and Strength : The-Appearance of this mons 
ſtrous Champion was ſo terrible tothe {ſraekites tha 
none durſt accept the Challenge, which this preſump- 
tuous Infidel for forty Days ſucceſſively inſolently offered. 
At laſt the God of 1ſrae] furniſhes Saul with a Cham 


pion of, en iti "the! Tak, of Daya, (8) molly 


" 10 2vEll vio, 
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e Sea 
N . — eder. — — n 
. | 4 ; 1 wn ws 
a Wes g cooſia „ We 
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2x73 ved © 19} . SU rot 


Ming might be imploy'd by his . od 


u 4 Compllat Hiſto ß Bodk W. 
ſuppoſe: to: have been diſmiſſed Saul s Service for ithe 
Preſetit, upon his into the Field to commani tke 
Army if not ſbeſore However, at this Time the three 
8 of Feſſe's' Song ſerved in the Army under Sault and 
David: frequently (0 viſit his Brethren, and carry 
— —.— 920 5 ſo order d it that on the laſt of 
tho „ during which the Philiſtine Champion 
 Gdhiah. we Foes challeng tallenge ae, Divid came to the Camp 
jult before the Armicy were going to ingage; and leavin 

the Proviſions with them that "guarded the Carr es, 
ban into the Army to Jalate his Brethren : And whillt he 
was talking. with them Goliah came but of the Philiſiines 
Army. as -uſually;-and in David's Heating bid De 
The Halit were ſtill frighted at che Sight oft him; 
but 10 incourage ſome Body to take him up; they repeat - 
end the King's Proclamation, which 'was;”'** Thar” whos 

ever would accept the Challenge, and ye him; ifche 
_ __E: flew. Him, ſhould be Wide aud beides, t e make hs 
. mid: not only give him his Daughter, but- 

* Father's Houſe (c) free'in Iſrael d“. This bei 
tb him again, his eldeſt Brother Elial hearing is Re 7 
to it took an Occaſion from thence to (4 quarrel wh 
him; which David>to avoid turned from him, and talk 
ed with another Man, expreſſing à more than ordinary 
Zeal and Courage for the Cauſt 2of the God of: Hrael, 
and] a hi h Contempt of the inſolent Goliath: Infomuch; 
that Dauids Words at laſt reached Saas Ear, who theres 
upon ſent for him; and being introduced to Saul, With; 
great 'Preſence of 1 4 woot; 1 Let no Man ſear chis 
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. the Cu Nd his 6wn 125 e is, Would Wake 
To inquire — the Health hag — and exempt him from all 

of of un Brechen who were in the Ser- Tributary Payments and Taxes. 
vice, and to furniſt them with Ne- 8 likely £L86. 
N LY in thoſe carly Days of bore Dawid leſs N Will vince the 
= — it may rea- time chat Same! haſt. = A ie 

4 ele. ——— who gh - which, Ha: RT -himſ{ 

in rmy, ſerv'd at their eſpecially 

Expence, and not at cram 0 el eee, kes 
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— — pears pretty plain 
a roviſions 172 ſent by David 
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4 Pyi liſtine, for, Servant will fight. h 
|= Da e e Bs aal bin ze kim;he 

ad too yours! 49. n. Dona old 1g Soldier, 28 Ca- 
hub wa vid anſyr any, He dad perſormgd 

as great "ring 8 Rs Killit ;Gigantick Cham. 
108 75 bet th he he had, ng wh. 9 Bear mung 


is own Ha did not q but the ſame 
vidence that 755 1 dnn them wude 
fame Thing now. ru I: 2 
* Saul. Feing David's Hehe, 0090 þ is pW 
mour to ut on David; but he being not uſed: to 
them, vor to chooſe his own Arms, and be excuſed 
from wearing Armour; and his Staff and 
Sling, and fie ſmooth due he marched to meet bis 
Adyerfary, who ſeelt one with Io ini 
nance, taking it- as done in Parton an 
him, hie could not forbear curſiug; . tes 


him to diſpatch him in bis Rage, David as nimbly 771 
to meet him, and fitting «Srne ti. Bis wi | he they ; 
with. ſuch Force that, vedtiog- it, it 4 


the Forebead, and ſunk eng ir, ge pi Ga 
fa on his Face. David immediately = to 
drawing the Philiſtine's' own” Sword, - ch 
with it. The Philiſtines | 
t Diforder fled; but the Muehe, f ſtanding 
in Arms, ſeeing the Succeſs of their. Ile zampio 
the Flight of the Enemy, giving 4: 
the Philiſtines [through the Valley 


a great Slaughter * them Aer - which: 5 — 1 
from the Ge, ch ell to p e Phikſtines YA 
Camp, where i * eke 7 — 


S and He, Goods, Gu TR, "oth am * 


n © Field being we'd, David. 
Bene Slaughter of the Enemy, 


wks fenen David os 
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young OD avid tells Hint he Was Sir tc“ 
the Berblebenrite:” There was no Applauſe watitiftg td 


Goliah's Head 10 Gini 
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eff this lorious Aon of D274 5 none i rreffe 
1 Wach Satisfaction as e der Württ a 
Frinct of ©” Brave 120 akin with \ Davids 
Courage 6088 7 It that he Ott. 
2 fim Fffendt ip w A e os 4th 


mutual Covenant of 405 th kene gave David W 
Robe; his 'Sword;” hele e Fi . Aſter this” "Sau 
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From COT fore his playing to Saul, there had 
5 anc RE che that very Time the been no Occaſion to move {cnt for Da- 
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his Family; which, Saul immediately lays hold on, and 


(4) Powry ;, but only for the Exerciſe of his Valour/ _ 


bed by Saul, and ſlew two hundted of the Philiſtines, 


& Danger, waving b him to ſecure APIs till tho — F 


him; but ingaped him to continue in his Service; which 
be knew would:expoſe him to continual Danger. David 
modeſtly; excuſed: himſelf, repreſenting the Meanneſs of 


&ifpoſbs of this Daughter to Adriel, the Son of Bar. 
Rillais) But having another Daughter, and who he was 


cg Was in Love with David, he propoſes her 1 
hion, ' put on „this Condition, That he expected no 


tonevenge the King on his Enemies, he ſhould bri 
an hundred Foxeskins of the Philiſtines... David: mo aal 
had-. declined, the Honour of the: King's Alliance by this 
Daughter, as he had the other; but being now pr: * i 
Point of his own Honour, he could not come off with- 
out the Imputation of Cowardice; and therefore accept- 
ing the Terms, with a ſelect Number of Men he made 41 
Incurſion upon the Philiſtines, within the Time (praferi- 


and ine their Foreskins to Saul, be paid a double 
Dowry ſor his Daughter. David's. Head had been 
more; welcome Preſent to San“ tlian this; however, he. 
ving {o; publickly ingaged himſelf he could net get: of 
his Promile,. and therefore, gave him his Daughter Michal 
In the next Ingagement againſt the Enemy David ſo ſig 
ali Dae above all the Officers of the Army, that 
i 0 e and Conduct are the only Themes an * A 
auſe.,. 


2 $44} being fill defeated in all his Attempts and 

72 1 ey reſolves to ingage his whole Family in hij 

ſentment, and charges Jonathan and all his Servants to ; 
kill David. Jonathan \ aBhorred the Thought of  fucifi 
Ingratitude and Inhumanity, and being doubly ingagei ? 
to Dawid' as à Brother and a Friend, to prevent his be 
ing ſurprized, gave him timely Notice of the im pending 
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Lo. lets David out at a window. 
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late with. hig ather the Unreal onablen "o wh 2 a_De- 
ſign. . David. being retired to 4 Place, of Secur Ity, 55 
than talks with, his Father, and ſo e 95 

vids Merit and. Innocence, chat h ſee 1080 
is reconciled 9 'Davi, 5 an ee dae ces, him intg 
the Preſence, . But Davis 's Fame gill rene yigg ind in 


creaſing Sa at's Jealouſy, it, EO FA again, with,more: Ves 


CY 1 5 wp For Say being tal h anotly 

frantick Fit, D Wh, Tn, 15 r.to. allay, Pajlio with 

his Harp. and. i tak in ch been hilt De 
vid was ipgaged in touchi : the Ioſtrument, his 


Jr at Rim; but David 1 aving aavatchful Exe u 54 

being 728 appriied of 115 Ma 199 85 nol Bs | 
ee ee b 
ent his rds, to belet t ouſe, and Ki im. * 
chal, Pest 8 Wife, acquaints A the Deligh, and in 
d Concern for his Safety ſoon contrived a way for his 
Eſcape, by bim horn through a Window); from 
whence, by the Help of the dark Night, he once more 
defeated: F / wicked Intent. And do pre vert a quick 
Perſuit, When the Guards enter d the Houſe to ſearch for 
him, Michal told them, he was fick in Bed. The Guards 
return.to the King with this Anſwer ; who, hinking row 
he had him ſerure, command$*them' to bring him in his 


Bed before hin. The Guards obey, but return again, tel- 
ling him that David had eſcape 


. David having thus happily Neben by i de K lane 
of his Wife, uu. looking” upon her as the Author of it 
chides her ſevetely; but ſhe fu Excuſe told him, her 
Husband threatned to. Kul her, if the 1704. ·⁰ dan 
hin. "_ 
Baud by ite kiel Wu of the Bark, abd g going B ns 
made the "Veſt "of "his way tp Ramab, Whert Bis godd 
Friend Camus dwelt, o Tan he made his Complaint, 
and told the Cauſe of His coming: For Datu, ny 
hitherto-/.that all humane Means for his: Security 
likely to prove” ineffectual, threw e on Goch 
more A Protection in ain to Kamm 5 ; who f 3 
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his bettet Safety takes 8 ( 
Where they bot ee ſbon ind \ere Da- 
vid was, and; notwi 7 7 ing the Satickſty due to that 
loly "Mich, 11 t6 violate he Privilege of 
his 8 Sul — 1, 9 u g. Meſfengets to take David 
ence W ho coming. 25 hed — of theſe 
Holy Perf6hs,” and ſeeing Jauuel dati Ring them, the 
Spire of God came upon ein, and they behaved thetn: 
elves is; cht teſt did. as reſtleſs 1 e d him 
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ſent Meſſengers three x on r Tug cceſiively,. a7 receiving Ro 
Satisfactibn; at laſt goes unde but © he was on the 
Way, the Spirit of Ng: al te can upon him "tbo, atid bb 
went on (i) 220 41 de came td the Place whert 
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naked on the Ground that Day and the bent 


This David an Opportunity of eſcaping from San; 
A 6 leaving him at Najorh he ha back 0 his | 


Friend Jonathan, and conſults with him how to ſeture 
himſelf from his Fathers Malice, which wilt not let him 
reſt in any Place. Jonathan aſſures him of his belt Ofli- 
ces, and to comfort David folemiily' Fenews the Friend- 
ſhip they had both before fworn, and tes ro let him 
know, if he cah make any Diſtovery-of Suuls Deſigns 
againft his Life. Then directing him where to conceal 
himſelf for a few Days, he- gave him a whether to 
appear or not, which was to be by the ſhooting of n | 
Arrow; and then mutually im hraeing they parted. 

The Feaſt of the new Moon being at hand, Saw 16: 
tarn'd from Najath to celebrate it, and taking his Seut 48 
ufually at the Table, the reſt of the Company fate don, 
but David's Place was empty. Saul took no notice of 
his Abſence the firſt Day; Gur miſſing him the ſecond, 
Day, he asked his Son Jonathan what was become of the 
Son of Jeſſe ? (for ſo he called him in e 0 4 5 
nathan told him, he had deſired leave to go to ni- 
verſary Feaſt of his Family at Bethlehem, Sch: was the 
Cauſe of his Abſence. Saul well knew the Intimacy 
between them, and ſuſpeRing Jonathum in this Excuſe, 
could not contain himſelf, but in à violent and indetenc 
Rage SGX: him; elling him, that David's Friend- 


1 
ano! 


1 7. i , TINY , 
- 21114 (5 £ — 122 = * 
commanded Taink to R off his der, Ther Savl 27 * 
Sackcloth, and to 5 Garment =, e ' lay: af te 
three Years, only to 4 that the on the Ground, ln x 


Ane and Lu ans were to be that Aurelius Witt, . 
carried away 8 aptive 2 x” lame who pry ene ta Laney 22257 
manner by t But it nnatus, ro bring wig 8 . 
was never het Cuſtom to ro ſtrip Cap- to be — Dictator, ſays, that they 
tives altogether naked, but only to found him naked, pl 

{trip them oſ their beſt_Clothes, and. other. Ade o- 

to give them worſe and ſhorter, that ridiculous to 3 that he was al- 
they be the more fit for Ser- —— naked. And Y Livius 
Vice, as Sand ius and Grotius have ob- relating the ſame Story obſeryes, that 
ſerv d. Behdes, it is not probable he called to his: Wife Rugs for 
that 1ſaiah could have lived three — or Toga; OE | 
Whole Years without any Clothes to fit to n ei 
cover him. Me muſt there fare enn 1 
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for what Reaſon he thus perſecuted David. This ſo in. 


the Prieſts; and where the Tabernacle was, that he might 


What he had beſt do, Abimelech, who knew his Quality 
and Perſon, but not that he was out of , Favour, wor- 
der d ta ſee him come unattended, and ask d the Reaſon; 
| Which David conceal d, pretending he was ſent on a ſe 


n tl * 
7 * 
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- fome. The Prieſt told him he had no common Bread, but 
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be gave him. Then David ask d him, if he had any 


ſbip would be fatal to bim, for as long as the Son of J. 


lived, he ſhould not inherit the Kingdom; Therefore he 


commanded him to produce him. Notwithſtanding this 
-unkind Language Jonathan could not forbear to be Da- 
vid 's Advocate, and mildly expoſtulates with his Father, 


-raged Saul, that breaking thro” all Ties of Paternal Love, 
che threw his Javelin at his Son with Intent to kill him 
Jonathan avoided the Blow, and withdrew in haſt; and 
next morning taking his Bow with him, he went into the 
Field, and gave the Signal to David to appear. They 
taffectionately imbrace, and Jonathan gives David an Ac. 
count of all that had paſs d between his Father and him 
Upon which David, finding he could not be ſafe an 
here within Saul's reach, reſolves to go. farther off; and 
taking leave of Jonathan, they both ſwore eternal Friend 
i, David directs his Courſe to Nob, a. City belonging to 


by the Help; of Abimelech the Pricſt inquire of the Lord 


eret Expedition,” and in ſuch haſt, that he had forgot to 
make Proviſion for himſelf and thoſe few with him; there- 
fore he deſired him, if he had any Bread, to ſpare him 


he had ſome conſecrated Bread, which in this Neceflity 


Arms? He told him, he had no Arms but the (Y) Sword 
of Goliah, whom he ſlew; if he would have that be 
might. David gladly accepted it, ſaying, there was none 
„ 17 3501 Leet "461 "6054 30 0 Tos Nen be like 
8121 10 ELLEN DOSES 10 3 $440.53 4 7114 n | 7 | ; | 
1 — 4 — * CTY — 1 | ,t 44 — 
T5 25 07 t Ef SIN 161. N * ö f 
+, (4); Sword.” David having ſlain in his Tent; only the Sword, with 
Galiah: preicored his Head to Sa, which he cut off his Head, feems by 
— afterwards brought it to Jeruſa - 1 Sm. 21. 9. to have been dedicated 
But whether then or ſome time to the Lord, and deliverd to the 
after is uncerain. The Giant 's Ar. Prieſt a as a Monument of the 
mour, as his own Spoil, he laid up Victory, ſrasbi Deliverance. 
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Book VI of the Holy Bible. 2 
like it. David, pretending he came in the Kings. Name, 
and that he was about the __ Buſineſs, drew in ing 
nocent | Ahimelech. to accommodate. him with; what he. 
wanted; whichi:proved of fatal Conſequence to him; | 
For it happen d at that time. thiat ( Dog the King s | 
Herdſman was there, who ſoon; afterwards. diſcover d this 1 
Interview to: d . % eo tr e to ne 
David being refreſh'd, began to think of long Place: 
of Security; which he knew this City, tho wk. gd 
Sanctuary, could not be long, if Sau} ſhould-know Þ 
was there; and which he might; reaſonably ſuſpect from. 
Doeg's heing there: Therefore, not thinking himſelf ſafe 
any where in Saul's Dominions; he concludes. on going 
to Achiſh the Philiſtine King of Gath. But he had not been 
long there before he was diſcover d, and pointed out to 
be the Perſon that had ſo ſormidably defeated the Phi- 
liſtines. David to elude the Diſcovery pretended to be 
mad, and acted the Part of a Lunatick ſo artificially, that, 
the King reprehended the Informers.; which gave him an 
Opportunity of eſcaping from: thence, and flying to the 
Town of (un) Adullam ; whither all his Father's Family 


. 27 


reſort to him; as did-ſeveral[Malecontents, Debtors, and 
other Diſtreſs d, to the Number of four hundred Men, 


who made him their Captauuunm. ld 20h 
David knowing Saul's Malice would ſoon ſind him out, 


Which having obtained, he tarried with them 
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(m) Doeg. Whether Docg was de: Prieſt might have the King' + Name o 
tained here by Vow, or by reaſon of and Authority to plead! in; his own, 
the Sabbath, or what orhey Occaſion, Juſtification, tor having thus friendly 
is uncertain. But it is probable, that ' entertained Da ie. 
becauſe of his Preſence ar rhe time 10 Auullam. it was A Ton in 
of this Interview between Dauia and the Tribe of Nee Here wN¼]] a 
Abimelech, it was the Reaſon that Rock of the ſame Name, in which 
David feign'd that Story of his be- Was 2 Cave, 3 well 
ing ſent by the King; that if (which fortity d, td which Daw fled rom 
was likely, and which David ſuſpec- Saul. ene 
ted) Doeg ſhould turn Informer, the 
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phet Cad came, and adeiſed him to quit Moab; and re- 
turn to the Land of Judah: Upon which David leaving 
Moab went into che Foreſt of Hareth. Whilſt he was 
here, Saul Was in Gibeabh; and ha 
was diſcovered, and had raiſed Forces, he upbraided his 
Officers, at none of them would revenge him on the 
Son of Feſſe, but had conſpired with his Sana him. 
They knowing their Innocence made no Reply. But 
BR who had ſeen David at Nob, when Abimeloch the 
Prieft rehev'd David, very * ſtept in, and told 
the King all that had paſs d there between David and 
Abrnib lech. Saul, ghd of any Opportunity 0 vent his 
Paſſion, and himſelf on any that favour'd Da- 
vic, ſent for Ahimelech and all the Prięſts that were in 
Noh to come and appear before him: "Who knowing no- 
cn" of Saul's wicked Deli —— obey d, and came 
and preſented themſelves to the King; who charges them 
with .  Ahimeloch being intirely — 
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Apa wen — the: Kin 5 ane, 
8 and ir his Affairs? Ns vo mr in quiring of tlie Lord 
* for him, it was not the firſt time; Thou! knowelt 1 
have often the Lord for im before. And 
4 a6 to any Copſpiraty dgainſt Thee, far be-ic from me; 
r Ten Kiel aner for my ſelf and Family, we know 
E nothing df it.“ 'Novvithbſtandirig 
Plea;* #1 takes no hotice of it; but being reſolute in 
his purpoſe, raſlily prohounces. Sentence againſt innocent 
Abimelech and his wholt Family, and commands his 
Guards to put them to the Sward. © r 
heard the Prieſts Defence, in Abhofrence of ſo unjul 
and cruel à Sentence, would not move a Hand in Obe⸗ 
dience to it. Whereupon'the King, impatient at the De- 
hay of executing his Revenge, looking about him and ſes- 
ing Doeg in the Preſence, commands him to diſpatch the 
Prieſts; which he readily did, and with his ſacrilegious 
Hand ſew eighty five of ew: Nor did S. :n['s Reſent- 
— „„ g Fs." 4" ment 
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24 ACompleat Hilo, Book V. 
treacherous Temper of the Reilahites, telling him, if he 
ſtay'd there, they would deliver him to Seal, David 
takes che dine unt, 4 d with fix hundied Men march d 
out of Keilah,' to ſeek ſome Place of greater Security: 
Which Saul hearing, deſiſted from perfuing David at 
that time; who retires into a' Wood in the Deſart of ill the 
Zipb. Jonathan having notice of this went privately to Wh ſee 
him there, and incguraged bim, aſſuring him that the this 
rd would not ſuffer him to fall into the Hands of Saul. Tre 
Then renewing their former League of Friendſhip, Jona- Ml dif 
then'returp'd home, leaving David in the (r) Wood. cipl 
David Was not long' ſecure in this Place; for the offi- BW'< 1 
; 


his 
Pla 
Th 
Da 
and. then to give him notice, that he might the more WW Dil 


ealily ſecure Bim. But David having” Intelligence of I gor 


„ # # 


David, was. hard preſs'd ;' for Saul was got ſo near him, {thu 
that nothing but a Valley parted them; and SauPs Forces 
y much, outnumbering David's, he i 


ger came ig haſte, to acq Ka 
ad invaded the Land on t 5 
come to their Aſſiſtance. 1 


Saul was forced at this time to drop his privace Reſene- . | 
ment to take care of the publick; and drawing off his | 
Army to go againſt the Philiſtines, he gave David an 4 
Opportunity of eſcaping to the ſtrong Holds of () En- 05 
edi. But, Faul, having repulſed the Philiſtines, renews ed 
the Perſun aſter David; and taking three thouſand choice 


Men 
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62 Wood. Here David is ſuppos d leaſt on this Occaſion, that Dis at 
to have hrit the ſixty third Pſalm. compoſed the fifty foprth Pſalm. an 
(s) Engedi.: Here it is probable, at '' + n n 
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Book V. of the Holy Bible. 25 
Men with him, he went to ſeek him upon the Rocks uf 
the wild Goats, the higheſt and moſt craggy Places of the 
Country. On the Way ſeeing a Cave, he went into it 
to eaſe Nature, little thinking that David was ſo near 
him, who with ſome of his Men had hid themſelbes iy 
the Clefts of the (t) Cave, unſeen of Saul; tho theyicouldl 
ſee him. David's Men ſeeing Saul come in alone thought 
this a happy Opportunity of putting an end to their 
Troubles, and adviſed David to make uſe of it, and 
diſpatch him. But David, moved upon another Prin- 
ciple, reſtrain d them ; ſaying, © God ſorbid that I ſhould 
<. ſtretch forth my Hand againſt-the-Lord's Anointed.” 
Nevertheleſs, to let Saul afterwards underſtand; it was in 
his Power to have deſtroy d him; he went ſuſtly tothe 
Place where Saul s Robe lay, and cut off the Skirt of it. 
This Action, thob no Detriment to Saul, did yet ſo aſſect 
David, that he was conſcious. to himſelf of Boldneſs· and 
Diſreſpect to the Majeſty. of the King. When Saul was 
gone out of the Cave; David got to the top of the HI 
out of Saul 's reach, but ſo as he might be heard; and gal- 
ling to Saul, David, bowing with his Face to the Ground, 
thus addreſs'd himſelf to him; '*:(u) Why, is the King 
* perſuaded to believe that David intends! him any Hurt? 
© Thou knoweſt this Day the Lords had deliver d Thee 
* into my Hand in the Cave; but L would; not take the 
« Advantage I had of Thee, for Thou art the Lord's 
« Anointed. ' Let the Skirt of thy Robe witneſs ſor me, 
<« that I ſpared thy Life when it was in my PoWer and 
« that, I have no evil Deſign againſt Thee, tho' Thou 
« ſeekeſt my Life. The Lord judge between Thee and 
* Me, and plead my Cauſe, and deliver Me out of thy 
* Hand.” This generous Act and moving Addreß pf 
avid made ſo great an Impreſſion on Saul, that he mel- 
ted into Tenderneſs, and called him Son, acknowledging-in 
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(e) Cave. We may well ſuppoſe, God for Help in that Prayer, which, 
hat the Sight of Saul, not knowing being afterwards committed ro Wri- 
at the firſt upon what Occaſion he ting, hath the Place of the hundred 
ame, put David [5 4 great Fear; and forty ſecond Pſalm, * 
hich made him berake himſelf to (v N. See 1 Sam. 27 10. 


2 Adapt Fe; ek V. 
Team his ben Guilt and David's Inſtios. Ihen con 
eluding from the wonderful Care wlüch God had always 
taken of David in his greateſt Diſtreſs, that he ſhowld 
ſaceoed in the Kingdom, be told bim, he > waplur he 
the-Lord would eftabliſh/ the Kin Kingdom of Iſrarl in bis 
Hand; therefore he conjured: him by all that was Sacred, 
not to deltzxoy his Family. David, to make him eaſy, 
fwore he would do as he deſired; upon which Saul re- 
turned home. But David, not withſtanding Saul's fair 
Words, did not think it ſafe to truſt to them, ber retired hy 
to the Faſtneſſes in the (w) Hills. get 5 
About this time the Prophet Samuel. dying, the Jae * 
lites were gather d from moſt Parts to lament his Death, I 
and to bury him among his own Family at Ramah. ; And he 
ſuch great Funerals/uſually. taking up a long time, eſpe c., 
cially among the — David had the greater Op- 
ty to provide for his Safety. In whiche time __ 
2 he march'd to the Deſatt of Paran, not far from 
Maon; where he had been before Here dwelt was: 
-wealthy: and powerful Man, whoſe Name was Nabal, be- 
— deſcended, deriving his Petligree from. Culeb, but 
a very churliſh and moroſe Nature. His Wife, ho 
Was the reverſe. of her Husband, was not only à beautr 
Aul Woman, but very diſcreet afifl virtuous. It bappen'd 
26 be the time of Sheep-ſhearing when Dauid Was i 
 *theſs Parts, which was 2 time of great Entertainment and 
Mirch among them. David hearing of this Entertain 
ment, and * n in want of Proviſions for his, Sol 
diere. ſent Meſſengers to Nabal to ſalute him, and beg 
the Favour of FI Refreſhment” for his Men; and: tht 


more to ineline him to accommadate him at this time, bl = 
bid them remind him of the civil Carriage of his. Peopf 6 
when they were in theſe Parts before, that -they nei 5g. 
plunder d them, nor offer d any Act — er but li bes 
- peaceably and in Amity by them. deliver d the dr 
U I ated Ma, An fwer ; who, Il Sten 
himſe _ 
— — — Bags 
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himſelf, pretends not to know David, of whoſe: Eume it 
e er he ſhould be ignorant; and in a moſt un- 
y way. refle&ing on him, in contempt cry di 
« There are many Servants now adays that un fror 
« their Maſters, and on ſuch I'fhall not beſto w] Pro- 
© viſions.” When David heard this, it ſtung kim to the 
quick; ſo that arming himſelf, and comma 


four 
hundred more to do the — he vow'd à ſevere Re 


venge, wich he bound with: an tion, that he 
would mot leave a Man alive of Nabad's Family. But 
God took off his Reſentment, which) 
bave hurried. him on to ſhed' innocent Blood with guilty. 
It that one of Nabal/'s Servams having .over- 
heard how roughly his Maſter had diſmiſs d David's Meſ- 
A rt, and dreading the Conſequence, nowing like- 
that cheir Miſtreſs was a prudent Woman, went and 
Ie her with it; adviſing her t find out fone Ex- 
dient to prevent a Miſchief, which they might rea ſuna- 
bly expect, for ſuch rude and unmannerly Treatment, 
from Men that Had it often in their Power, but were ſo 
far ſrom r them, that they provected them and 
their Cattle. D Abri bas boold 

Abigail, ee * Husband 's'Demper too well, 
thought ir its nd put poſe to conſult him; and therefore 
ſhe immediately order d her Serwants twitake two hundred 
Loaves of Bread,'{{x) wo Bottles uf ine, five Sheep, 
rcadyidreſs'd, five Meaſures of parched Corn, an hundred 


Cluſters of Raiſins, and two hundred Cakes of Figs. 


other Parts of the Preſent, nor anſwer 
the :Occation, if they ſhonld be un- 
derſtood of ſuch Bones as are no 
— in uſe, whether of 'Earth, 
Stone or Glaſs. But in thoſe Eaſtern 
Countries they uſed to carry and 
_ Wine or Water in Leathern 

Bags or Sacks, made on 


rpoſe to 
hold liquid things; Which 


5 eſſels 
even 


them) Bottles. Such were thoſe the 
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not bear an Proportion Wirh the which! ſaid wore. worn aumrrent, 


or torn, \in-ther: pietended Jong Jour- 
ney, Jeſbus 9. 13. And of ſuch ir 
may be our Saviour ſpake, Matt. 9.17. 
whe: e #1 the marginal Note to our 
old. Bible, Borties are enplain'd by 
Bags of Leather, or Skin, wherein 
Wine was carricd on Alles or Ca- 
mels: Aud of ſuch fort ot Bottles as 
theſe, eomight hold a Quantity & 


they called (at leaſt we tranſlate · Wine ſunable to theireſt; of the 


ſent 4. carried with — 


28 A Compleat Hiſtory, Book N 
Having pack d up this. Preſent, and laid it on Aſſes, ſhe' 
order d the Servants to go before, her ſelf following them. 
As ſhe was deſcending one Hill, ſhe ſaw David coming 
down the other, ſo that they both met in the; Valley. 
With t Preſence of Mind, and due Reſpect, ſhe ad- 
dreſs d her ſelf to David in ſuch moving Terms, that 
ſhe at once diſarm'd the Hero's Rage, and pleas d his ge- 
nerous Mind. Then receiving her Preſents he aſſured her 
of his Protection, and ſhe. returns home-overjoy'd with 
the Succeſs of her Ambaſſy. When ſhe came thither, ſhe 
found her Husband ſtill kept open Houſe, and treated 
like a King. But obſerving that he had drank too much, 
ſhe deferred acquainting him with what ſhe had done till 
the next morning, and then told him the whole Mat- 
ter: Which when he had heard, and conſider'd the Dan- 
ger he had run himſelf into, he was fo terrify d with the 
Thoughts of it, that his Heart ſunk within him, and he 
= -= ſtupid as a () Stone, and after ten Days languiſh» 
ing died. 50478071 | 1 1081 16! - 3.59029 vi 
\David, hearing of Nabal's Death, thank'd God for 
tevenging him on him, and e his ſhedding of 
Blood; and afterwards calling to mind the Comelineſ 
of Abigail's Perſon, and her excellent Conduct when-ſhe 
came to divert his Reſentment, he ſent his Servants to let 
her know, that he; had a Deſire to take her to be his | 
Wife. Abigail, to ſhew how much ſhe thought her ſelf 5 
2 2D 33:14 ct To 21133051 171) e 
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; (y] Stone. It is obſerv'd, that af - ing to expreſs a great Surprize. Ovid Will ce 


nts Ariadne expreſſing her 


ter Abigail had made Nabal ſenſible repreſe 


of the Faulr which he had commit- Grief and Aſtoniſhment upon the le 
red, That his Heart died within him, Flight of Theſeus, who had abandon'd ch 
end he became a Stone. our Ver- her in the liland Dia, as if ſhe had 

ſion righrly renders, and he became as been turned to a Rock. The Fable C 
a Steme. Where we may likewiſe ſays, that Niobe was turned into 2 th 
obſerve; that the Particle as is often Statue of Stone. But Cicero — 

to be ſupplied, when the Scripture cul. obſerves, that this Fiction only CO 
 affixms ſomething of another which repreſents her perpetual Silence in ef 
is not abſolutely of the ſame Nature. her mourning ; and Palphatia, that 

For no Man can imagine, that Nabal it ſignifies, that Niobe having made nc 
was turned to a Stone, tho the Ori- Statue of Stone for her ſelf after her Ly 


nal expreſly ſays he was, that he 
1— 4 -— hy ? The Latin Poets 


have imploy'd the ſame way of ſpeak- 


Children's Death, did place ir upon 
their Sepulchre. | 


nonour'd by the Offer, told the Servants, ſhe deſired no 
greater Honour than to waſh their. Lord's Feet. Then 
dreſſing her ſelf, and taking ſive Maids with her, ſhe 
went with the Meſſengers and came to David, and was 
his Wife. Soon after which, he married another named 
Abinoam, à Jexreelite; but his firſt Wife, Saul's Daugh- 
ter, was by her Father given to Phalti the Son of Laiſh. - 
The Solemnity of Samuel's Funeral being over, and 
Saul return d to Gibeah, the Ziphites again inform. him 
that David was about the Mountain Hachilah, near the 
Wilderneſs. Upon which Saul taking three thouſand 
Men with him goes in perſuit of David ; who being 
then in the Wilderneſs, and having by his Spies got cer- 
tain Intelligence of the Place where Saul lay incamp'd; he 
firſt went privately by himſelf to obſerve the Situation of 
the Camp; and afterwards taking his Couſin Abiſhaj with 
him, they went by Night, and found Sau} within the 
Trench faſt aſleep, his General Abner and the reſt of his 
Army lying round about him in-the ſame Poſture. /- Abiſhat 
would fain have taken this Advantage to have ſlain aul; 
but David would not ſuffer him, for the ſame Reaſon that 
he had ſaved Saul's Life in the Cave. But he bid Alia: 
take the Spear that ſtuck in the Ground by him, and 
the Cruſe of Water, and follow him. When they were 

ot to the top of the Hill on the other ſide, and out of 
danger, David called to Abner, and chid him ſeverely for 
no better 2 the King. As the Lord liveth ye 
deſerve to die for. neglecting thus the Lord's Anointed. 
* See here the King's Spear, and the Cruſe of Water that 
« was at his Bolſter !!“ Sau! hearing David's Voice cal- 
led him by Name, Who expoſtulated with him much after 
the ſame manner, as he did after his Eſcape from the 
Cave; adding this Reproach, that by driving him from 
the Inheritance of the Lord, in forcing him to ga and 
converſe with the; Uneitcumciſed for Shelter, thay did in 
effect force him to ſerve other Gods, Then deſir ing him 
not to lead an Army againſt ſv mean a Perſon as he was, 
Sul acculing himſelf of Cruelty, and applauding David's 
et Ng his Guile, ang bleling Nav/e, they 
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30 A' Compleat Hiſtory Book V. 
took lesve of eich other, David going to his Men, and 
Sal returning home. 

And new David was at leilüre to vs *** to do 
with himſelf. Knowing the Inſtability of Saul's Temper, 
notwithſtanding his ſpecious Declarations of Peace, and 
that it was impoſſible to be fafe whilſt he tarried within 


SatÞF's Dominiots, he reſolves at laſt to go over to the 


Phliftinet ; thinking, that when Saul heard he was not 
atttonlg Bis ow People, he would forbear to perſue or in- 
quire aſter him. Wherefore, having obtain d ſafe Con- 
duct from Achi/5 King of Gath, he went over with the 
fix huftdred Men that were with him, and dwelt with 
Achiſh at Gath, taking with him his two Wives Abigail 
ind Ahinoam. David, not liking the Accommodation of 
Gth, deſired Athiſh to give him the Town of Ziklag; 
Which was anted, and he lived more -unobſerved here 
than' in the _ Cy ; which was David 3 Deſign i in re- 
moving. 
- Whilſt 10 was here, ſeveral of Saul s 09 beſt Soldiers 
and ahleſt Officers came over to him; ſome of which 
were of the Tribe of Gad, but moſt of chem were of the 
Tribe of Benjamin, SauPs Brethren ; ; whom tho' David 
fuſpeRed at firſt, yer at laſt he confided in them, and pro- 
moted them to Commands, Str en'd with theſe pt 


truits, David made Excurſions againſt the 'Amalekites, 


and mude King Achiſd believe, that the Booty he had 
brought to Ziklag, he had taken from the Iſraelites. 
Athiſh believing David was well enough pleaſed, and 
thinkeltig that David hereby made himſelf odious to his 
owh People, thought he might put the greater Confi- 
denee in him, and concluded he had him ſecure in his In- 
tereſt for the future. To prevent any Diſcovery of this 
manner of David's impoſing thus on Achiſb, a lucky O 
portutiity now offer d; for the Philiſtines making Wir 
apaitift Iſrael, Achiſb told David he would try e F Fidelity, 
a Him 8 his Men to "OY "7 "Cam 
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Bock V. of the Holy Bible. 31 
Campaign. Divitl Was foreed to gomplyz-the' no doubt 
it was very much againſt His Inclimatien to- fight againſt 
his o- n People; and it Would have been highly diſhohow- - 
rable and ifigrateſul ro betray « Prifice, who had ſo cou 

teouſly treated Hith;' and generouſty confided in him. But 


n Providence ſound but an Bxpedieit to fave David's Ho- 
e nour: Por the Pbilfſtiner fendezveufing ab (a) Aphek, the 
t Men of Quality, ſeeing David in che Near with their 
ing, wete ready to mutitiy ; and tho' the King told them 


he Was intitely im his tereſt; they would not truſt him, 


1 

e bat would have im ſent away before the Action for fear 
hof Treachery. Achiþ; not thinking fit to diſpute with 
1 them When he Was juſt upon inpaping the Enemy, cal- 
of Wl ling David aſide, told him how the Caſe ſtood, and a0 
1 b hi Services adviſed him to retire to Ei- 
re las. #4 v0.4, DO O09 OQUIRHISOUOR. 2 FE rot : owt 15 


Tho” Daufd was glad of chis News, yet he ſebm'd t 
dillike it; which Achi/h mote eager in his Importu- 


rs Wl nities for him t& be gone. David in bis March from Zi- 
ch Ling in this Expedition had very conſiderably increaſed 
he his Number; for fornt of the Tribe of Manaſſoh fell ih 
id with Hifi as he went; and others in his Return, who af- 
o- terwards did him good Service. 44 0% 
e- Saul prepares to- oppoſe the Philiſtines; but having 
es, taken a View of the Philiſtines Army while they lay in- 
d camp'd in Shanen, before they came to Apbek, he was 
es. ſeiz'd with a terrible Fear; and that which increaſed his 
nd Perplexity' was, he would: conſult the Lord, but receiv'd 
his no Anſwer. Nor was it likely to be otherwiſe; with 
bim; for he had deſtroy d the Prieſts, and Samuel the Pro- 
In- phet was dead. But Advice he will have ſome way or 
his other; arid though he had baniſh's all Wizards and thoſe 


that made uſe'of familiar Spirits; yet he commanded his 
Servants to ſeek for à Womari that had a familiar Spirit, 
that he might from her know his Fate. They told him, 
there was a Woman at Endor that was a Sorcerels : Upon 
8 5 E 8 | | . whic 
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Which Saul diſguiſing himſelf | took two Servants with 
him, and went to ber, deſiring her to raiſe up the Perſon 
he ſhould name. The Woman ſuſpecting him for a Spy 
refuſed to oblige him; but Saul ſwearing to her. by the 
Lord, that no Harm ſhould happen to her, ſhe conſented, 
and ask d him, whom ſhe ſhould cauſe to appear? He told 
her Samuel. She then raiſing up an evil Spirit, which 
came in the Likeneſs of Samuel, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw it, ſhe 
ery d out to Saul, and ſaid, Why, haſt thou deceiv d 
me? For thou art ( Saul. He bid her not be afraid, 
and ask'd her, what ſhe had ſeen? She told him, ſhe ſaw 
(c) Gods aſcending out of the Earth. Saul, not ſatisfy d 
with this Anſwer, ask d her, of what Form he was that 
was coming up? She reply d, An old Man is coming up 


coverd with a Mantle. Saul concluding it to be Samuel, 


as ſoon as he ſaw the Apparition, bow'd to the Ground. 
The Apparition, that it might the more aptly perſonate 
Samuel, ask d Saul, Why he bad diſquieted him? ” 
Saul to excuſe himſelf told him, He was in great 
* Diſtreſs; ſor the Philiſtines with a powerful Army had 
„ invaded him, and God had deſerted him, refuſing to 
« give any Anſwer to his Addreſſes. Why then, ſaid 
« the Apparition, doſt thou ask of me, ſince the Lord is 
, departed from thee; and become thine Enemy? Then 
going on in perſonating Samuel he added; The Lord 
<- hath done as he ſpake by me; for he hath: rent the 
Kingdom from Thee, and given it to thy Neighbour, 
d even to David. This thy Diſobedience bath drang 
, upon Thee, in ſparing Amalek, whom God commanded 
Ihee to deſtrey. Io morrow ſhalt Thou and 1ſrae! 
« fall into the Hands of the Philiſtines, and Thou and 


e thy Sons be (d) with me.” This Doom ſo affected Saul 


that he fell . 3. upon which the 
Woman and his Servants, knowing he had faſted long, 

£110 —3˙ WW} 91 in cen ti eon zug vi and 
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"24 Soul. It is ro be ſuppoſed, bolical Apparitions, which the Devi 
that: Ihe lcarned from the evil Spirit makes uſe of to further his IIluſions. 
ſhe had raiſed, that it was Saul that (4) With me. That is, (Hall be 

: bad impleyed her. dead, as Samuel is, for whom thou 
(c) Gods. So ſhe called thoſe Dia- takeſt me. „ 2 
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Book V. of the Holy Bible, 8 
and thinking he might be difpirited fot Want of Refreth- 
ment, deſired him to eat; which he refuſed: at firſt, but 
at laſt yielded to their Importunity, and did eat of what 
hey ſet before Him; which' when he had done, he re- 
/ 
Whilſt Sau! labour d undet theſe heavy preſſures, popt 
David is hock d with a ſudden and unexpected Migfer= 
tune; for when ifter three Days weary March he came 
back from the. Philiſlines Camp to Ziklag, to his great 
Grief and Surprlze be found the Town in Aſhes,” his 
Wives, and all rhe Women and Children cattied away 
Captives, and their Goods and Carle, plundef d: And 
that i the Misfortune Was, the Pebple 
mutinied again David as the Occaſian of it. 1 ond 
this Diſtrel 2 Himſelf to the Perd by the Priel 
Abiathar, to Know What Meafures he ſhould take; who 
adviſes him to perſue che Enemy, And promiſes Succeha: 
David ſets fotwärd; but after three Days March rwo 
bundred of fs Men were ſo Age d that they were let 
behind at the Ktbok Bor, whilſt he and the other four | 
hundred continued the Perfulr. On their Way they over- 

they had reftefh'd him, vold them he was ati RIH 
but Servant to afl Je) Aualkekite, which Nation had % 
an Incurſion into Judah, and had burnt Ziklag; and that 
he falling fick by the Way, his. Maſter had lf bim. Da- 

vid asking him, whether he could direct them to the Place 
Where they were, he told im, if he would neither kin 
him, nor deliver him up to his Maſter, he would bring 
him to the Place; which he accordingly did, where this 
Party of the Amalekites lay in a very careleſs manners 
ſporting and rejoieing over their Plunder. David ſur- 
prizing them ſoon routed them, putting all their Foot to 
the Sword, Thus he recover'd not only his two Wives 
and what the Amalekites W from him, 15 
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all that they had taken from them in that Exped 
r 
Whey he return d to Beſor, che two hundred, Met 
which he had left there came out to congratulate his goo 
Succeſs, whom he courteouſly ſaluted, and, after fome 

Controverly, diſtributed an equal Share of the Spoils to 
Them. And xr 27 to Ziklag he ſent, Preſents to hi 
Friends of. Judah, where he and his Mea had been ſhe, 
VCC 
Whilſt David was thus im̃ploy d in reſcuing his Wives 
and Tecovering his Loſs, the two Armies of the Iſrae lite 
and Philiſtines ingaged. But the Iſtaelites being forced 
to give way, fled to Maunt Gilþoa, Where many of them 2 
drop d. The Philiſtinẽs cloſely perſu d Saul and his Sons, il I 
three of. which, Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchiſbua fel 7 
in the Perſuit ; and ſoon, after Saul, being hard preſs 
by the, Enemy's Archers, Was very much wounded. Find. 
ing "himſelf not Ikely to live, and dreatling to fall alive 
into the Enemy 's Hand, he bid his Armour-bearer run 
him thro” with his Sword; which he refuſing,, Sau! fell 
upon his own Sword, and expir d; which his faithful Ar. 

mour-bearer perceiving, drew his Sword, and diſpatch d 
himſelf. The Philiſtines ſtripping the dead found. the 
Bodies of Saul. and his three Sons, cut off, Saul's Head, 
hung up his Armour in the Temple of Aßbterot h, and his 
Body on the Walls of Beihſban, Which when the Inha- 
bitants of Jabeſſ-Gilead heard, ſclecting a Party of their 
beſt Men, they march by. Night, and brought away the 
Bodies of Saul and his three Sons to Jabeſb, and burning 
them they buried the Bones under à Tree there; af- 
ret which," in Token of Mourning, they faſted ſeven 
Days. 88 
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David. had not been above two Days at Ziklag before 
the ſad News of this Defeat was brought to him by an 
Amalekite, who, giving à particular Account of the Ac- 

tion, produced Sau!'s Ms and Bracelet, for a Confir- 
mation of his Death; adding, that at his own Requeſt 
he -had-diſpatch'd him: David ask d him, © How-he 
* durſt deſtroy the Lord's Anointed: Thy Blood, (aid * 


* a = a. 


Book'V. -of te Holy Bible. 35 
be upom thine own Head, for thy own Mouth hach 
0 conviied Thee. Then calling to one of his Guards, 


he bid him diſpatch the Amalekite. After whirh David | 
— over n and 7 in a rr W 


Thy Gt, Tae! ail thy Beauty neun! 
'Tis va d, ne ver, never to return. | 
Ah! who in i feeble Mortal's Strength would erat 11 
ak Glory is ſo near "ps to Duſt! 


0 tel it not in Gath's umb bunt Ga, „ 
Nor in the Streets of Askalon. relate; Fn 3 
4 Capthot's Daughters auld 1 ays.. 1 

heir Dagon conquers him who, rules * . ab; wes =o 


0 fatal Gilboa, ber my Friend Was 175 N. * 
No Dew on Thee deſcend, or kindly Ruin“ wa * 
No Corn or Wine thy blaſted Surface yield, © 
Accurs'd and "burnt, as Sodom 4 cal Field: 1 
For there way loſt the Warriors mighty Shield, 3 
The Shield bf Saul was loſt; his Sacred Heads 3 
Tho' the bleſsd Oil around his Temp les ſhed, «= 
Profan d and mingled wi th the walter Dead # 


Thy Bow, my Friend, was never drawn in vain, 
Thy 47 0 Sau the Blood of Thouſands ' ſlain; 
What Armies fel by Saul victorious Sword, 
Too faithful now to its deſpairing Lord ? 


Pyincely his Stature; charming was his Air; 
With him alone could Jonathan compare : 
Lovely in Life, in Death too near ally'd, 

Not Death it ſelf their Friendſhip could divide : 


 Swifter it han Eagles cut their airy N, 
Stronger than Lions, when they ſeize their Prey: 


Motrn all ye Loves Te tender Virgins mourn | 
our Flowry Wreaths to Cypreſs Garlands turns 


D 2 Mourn 


* 


* 
1 * 
1 


7 pure, a conſtant, and à heav'uly Fire, 
J 


36 A Commpleet Hiſtory Book V 
on whom fe gf. yaur charming Quire did — 
A. n Fut return d in Kingly Fm. 

For yeu wer d ; on did with lun bare 

Lay by yaur Purple Robes from Sidon's Shores | — 
And wear your Jplendi4 Coronets no more; 
For Saul, who "then generous Saul is * 


Neun yaur Jov'd Monuarchis lumentalle Fute, g 
The COTE Peace, and glorious Spoils of mur: 
And filent Sha ec receive his mighty Ghoſt. 


How are the Mighty fal u ! Their Srength. in van! 
0 Jonathan Thou = in Battle lain? | 
Stretch'd_on cold Earth, thy ifeleſs Limbs as all | 
Nor thoſe dear Eyes muſt I again behold. | 
0 Jonathan: How ſhall I Thee: commend ! | 
My more than Brother, ng, my more than Friend 1 \ 
My Life, my- Jonathan! And can we part 2 
I feel thy Laßt hang heguy an my Heart. 
Vith mortal 'Anguiſh is my Sul 0 preſi d, 

wear thy bleeding Image in my Hag. 

Friendſbi did the tend Teſt Love . FR 
2 like thy Jelf,” *twas all a Miracle "RP 


K Wen 


ond the ſofter Sex's frail Defire. 


How are the Mi gbey fal's 2. Their Fae Able“ wm 
Thy Sword, * — and * 0 , a #0 has 
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4 being at Ziklag when Saul was flaing 
1 and not knowing what to do, — the Prieſt 
znd the Ephod with him, conſulted the Lord; who di- 
refed kim to go to Hebron, which be did, taking his 
Wives and all his People: with him. Whilſt he was here 
the Men of Judab came to congratulate his Return, 
and offer d him the Crown, which he accepted, and Was 
by them agointed King of Judah. On the other Hand, 
Abner the Son: of Ner, General of Sauf's Army, pro- 
claimed J/bboſbrrh the Son of Saul, who was pwn'd by all 
the other Tribes. 2 ods 36 % nd 

Upon this Diviſion of the Kingdom a bloody War 
ay Gr between the two Kings o_ ET 
Judah following | Devid, and [frael' 1/ktejbeth, 
were many 2 1 — of the Rival 
Kings, bum nong ſo remarkable as that which Abner oc- 
caſibn d, by ney 2 Challenge to Joa, David's Ge- 

8 


In] 


— 0 


— dar) ba Men, whom he would * | 
| and they d fingze-Hunded. Joab agreed, and 
. ſent e gung th Man, did all 


fall upon the Spot. This fo fred the Soldiers on each 
Side, that the Armies preſently joining, a fharp Battle 
| — ; wherein 22 routed, and himfelf * 
to fiy. In the perſuit Aſabel, Joab s younger Brother, 

s nimble — ranks aftar Abner, who knew him, and 
adviſed him to return, for he was unwilling to kill hims m 
but young Aſahet, fond of the Honour of taking the Ge- 
neal Priſoner, weld not be perfuaded: to leave him; | 
upon which Aber making a Stead thruſt him thro” the 


Body with his Spear, and he dy d in the Place. To 
which when Joab and Abiſhqi, his other Brother, and 
du roſt of rhe Army who perf d Abner, came, feeing 

Wo abel 
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n. Auer time to rally his ſcatter d Forces, and 


Ingratitude to him, that had ſet the Crown on his Head, 


was this, That he would receive bim upon no other. 
Io facilitate this David — Kmbaſladors ta IPboſbet h to 


tiel, and ſent her to David, the ppor Man her Husband 
following her wgeping as ſar as: RBaburim, where: Alyer 


he brought over to David's Intereſt, and then attended 


ception; for taking his Leave of David that Time, he 


Aſabel lie dead on the Ground, they halted; which 

awing into one Body, he made a Stand with them on f t 
the Top of a Hill, where he could not eaſily be at- Nad 
tack d. Their Toundin a Parly he called to Joah and 


__ „„ 


putting him in mind, that they were all Brethren; both 
by Nation and Religion, each Army retreated, Abner 
with his to Mahauaim, and Joab with his) to Hebroy. 
The Loſs on Alber 's dide being Three hundred and b 
Men; and that af Joab's but Nineteen. 

This War continued for ſome Years ; in which Time 
David always gain d Ground of Ibloſberb; which Ad- 
vantage was much improv'd by an over⸗ ſight of Ibbo- 
Heth s, who quarrelling with Abner, for profaning bis Fa- 
ther's Aſhes; as he thought, in taking Rizpah Saul s Con: 
cubine to him, Abner not only reproach'd. him for his 


but ſecretly at the ſame Time correſponded: with David, 4 
and at laſt promis d to acknowledge his Title, and uſe 
his Intereſt to brin ng all Ifrael-over to him. David, who 
knew the Value of the Man, would not readily ſeem to 
comply with his Propoſal, but making a ſeeming, Diffi- 
2 of it, requir d a previous Condition of him; which 


Terms, than that of bring ing his Wife Michal to him. 
demand Michal ; who took her from her Husband Phal- 


meeting with him,; turned him bac... 

After this Abner began to practiſe with the Chick of 
Iſrael, and - 1b, with the Benjamites, who were 
more immediately concerned for Sauls Family; all which 


only with. twenty Men, he went and preſented himſelf 
to David; who receivedethem courteouſſy, and enter- 
tain'd them at a Feaſt. Ahbet,.was pleas d with his Re- 


promis d to go and bringen all. Irael to him. Abner; 
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is no ſooner 5 from Hebron, but J he; Ge- 
eral return'd from an Expedition loaden with the 'Spoils 
f the Ppiliſtines; And deng ſoon inform'd, that Abner, 
ad been there, aud how he bad been teceiv'd, 7 fatal, 
Tealouſy polleſ: d iim, and his Prej udice took, beginning 
ot ſo much ol 7. 7 Death Ot Bis Brother Aſabel, 
hom Abner Kilt d in his own Defence, 'as from , 
he Fear he bad Nor be being "ſupplanted by him "i bis 
ommand. For Abner 8 not only. a Man of gr eat 
Intereſt among af the other Tribes, but eſteem' dx Ge. 
neral of exce ent Courage and Conduct. | 
In this ill humour Joab goes to the King, and in 2 
ery unmannerly Way blames him for what he had done, 
aſſuring him that Abner came 405 as a Spy ; and going 


i out of the Preſepce he ſends Meſſengers after Abner to 
yy let him know, that the King had ſomething of Moment 
| 4 to non ffs to- hit, Which he had before forgot. 


Abner obeys, and Joab waiting for him at Hebron, un- 
der a Pretence of Friendſhip aluting him, moſt © alen t 
ſtabb'd him. This inhoſpitable AN ſo much 2 | 
David, that he thought he could not do enough to cleat! 
himſelf of it, lay ying this Murder at Joab's Door, and. 
the Curſe" of it on him and his Pofterity. Then c- 
manding a general Mourning he order'd the Funeral; 
himſelf as chief Mourner followin the Corps. * wr 
took off all Suſpicion from Davis in the ye. of 
Publick ; but to his Domeſticks he was more Partiel 17 
in his Lamentation of Abner's Loſs,” and lately irited 
at the very Cauſe, why Joab flew Abner, for, Eid he, 

% Thoſe Sons of Zerviah, Joab and Abiſpai, take Fre 
« Advantage of my unſettled State, and are too hard for 
« me; therefore I can not call them to an account for it; 
« but muſt leave them to the Lord to reward chem 
Beſides the Baſeneſs of the Fact, David had great reaſon | 
to lament the Death of Abner ; for in him he laſt à very 
uſeful and ſerviceable Friend, "and 3 in all Appearance the 
Meaſures taken for uniting the two Kingdoms of Judab 
and — bad been broken; if 1bboſherh had lived a little 


D 4 longer. 
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longer | But. this was prevented by a no leſs treacherous 
and jahumane Murder than that of Abyer;, of which 
2 unhappy 1>boſbeth heard, having now no fur. 


ther Hopes of recovering bis Aſſiſtance, (which poſſibly Wl þli 
he might entertain ſe long as Abner liv'd,) ke became dil-W no 
pirited, and. not only neglected himſelf but. was diſre: Wil vi: 
arded-by others; which ＋ 4 an Opportunity to two WW th 
uftians to conſpire his Death, Theſe Regiaidgs em- C 


mg, to  Ibboſhath's Houſe under pretence of fetching M 
12e4t, went directly to his Bed-chamber, where, it be- 
jog the Heat of the Day, they found him lying, on. a 
Bed aſleep : In. which condition they ſlew him, and cut- 
ting off his Head, they carried it away with them, and 
got off ; undiſcovered. Then making the beſt. of their 
Way for Hebron, where they thought they ſhovld bg 
welcome- Gueſts, they preſented the Head with -this 
Mort Compliment to David © Behold the Head of J- 
ce baſheth the Son of Saul thine Enemy, which ſought thy 
“ Life.; the Lord hath avenged the King, this Day of 
Ful, and of bis Family,” David — 5 far from re- 
Wieing at the Death of, his Rival, that the Sight of the 
murder d Kings Head. ſtruck him with Horroyr and In- 
diggation, and in a juſt Rage paſſing Sentence upon theſg 
At aſlines, he e ae Guards to fall upon them, 
Which they immediately did, and cutting off their Heads 
and Hands banged them over the. Pool in, Hebron, for a 
Terrour to all Regicides, that ſhould. dare to lay their 
profane Hands on the ſacred Perſon. of their King: But 
the Head of JÞyſpeth they Buried in the Sepulchre of Al- 
Ts... r 
This murder of JÞboſbeth made Way for the Uniting 
tlie two Kingdoms of 1ſrael and Judah ; For all tha 
Tribes came in to David at Hebron, and acknowledged 
him for their King; Where he was by general Conſent 
anointed, and David ſeaſted them for three Days. 
David being now at the Head of the united Forces of 
Iſrael and Judah, begins to think of inlarging his Terri- 
tories, which he firſt does by attacking. Jane tg 
1 
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Metropolis of the-Jebufites ;, who truſting to the Strength 
of. the Place, in 48000 anſwer d ey when hg fum- 
mon'd' them to farrender, that if there werg none: but 
blind and lame to defend it, he with; all his Forces could 
not take if. But they ſoon found their Miſtake; for Na- 
vid reſolving to correct their Inſolence, proclainud: thro 
the Army, that whoſoever ſhould take the Fort ſhoult'be 
Captain- General of all his Forces bub, a. bold _ 
Man, and who before had the Command of the Forces af 
#:dah,undertogk and petforin'd it; en which 
ort David afterwards inlarg d, and made it bl Palace; 
and after other Improvements of the Town, lie called. it 
/ 

David's Affairs being in this flouriffiing Condition, B. 
Fame ſoon ſpread” among the neighbouring Princgs; 3+ 
mong whom Hiram King of Tyre ſent Ambaſſadonz to 
congratulate his Acceſſion to the Crown, and madg him 
2 Preſent of Cedars, and Workineti to build him a, Palau 
But the Philiſtive Princes had other Thoughts of David's 
Succeſs, looking upon kis growing Greatneſs to be a. fatal 
Preſage of their Ruine; and therefore they intend w put b 
Stop to his further Incroachments on them, by attacking him 
firſt. In order to which they muſter up.a conſiderable 
Army, and come and incamp in the Valley of Ręphů/]m. 
David continued in the Cittadel, till he had conſulted 
the Lord; who aſſuring him of Sucęeſs he marches: a 
gainſt the Enemy, whom he ſet upon with: that Vigbur, 
that he ſoon put them to the Rout, and they fled ii ſueli 
baſt'that they,Jeft their Gods behind them; which Ba- 
pid and his Men burat. - pf ** 
This Defeat did not diſcourage the Philiſtiuen, for they 
ſoon recruited their Forces, and came and i d in. 
the ſame Place, where they had before been . Du. 
vid, tho fluſſd with his late Victory, would not pre- 
fume upon that Succeſs; but to proceetÞ ſecurely; be - 
again conſults the Lord, who alters David's March now. 
and bid, him not directly to ingage; but cs rake 2 Cone 
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er Ruſhing of the Trees, then to ingage, for then "the 


1 long Time after to give, //rael any Diſturbance. . 


kill they came to the Threſbing-floor of Nachon, where 
che Oxen that drew the Cart, ſtumbling, ſhook it fo 


tim to fall on the Philiſtines in the forty Years. And tho? ſeven Months 


Mulberty-Trees ; and when he ſhould hear the (%) Sqund 


444 - 4 14 2 . „ * FOIL { — 74 175 g 
Lord would go out before him. David obſerv d the 
facred Orders, and accordingly fucceeded, giving the 

992 — 7 = J * 114 #2 70 — CA 7 3a 4+ 
Philiſtines ſuch a_Defeat, that they did not offer in 4 
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Time of Peace ſucceeding, David. gropoſes..tq_his 


r 4 * I - iS ; 
Officers to ſummon all 1/rael to attend it the bringing the 


: » 


Ark. "to Kis capital. City; which was unanimouſly ap- 
prov'd, and the King went with them to Kirjath-jen. 
rim to the Houſe, of Abinadab ; where the Ark had re- 
mained about (g) fifty Years. But they were guilty. of 2 
ger Overlight here in. removing the Ark; for either 

ro Inadvertency, or Neglect of the (5) Law, which 
obliged them to carry the Ark upon their Shoulders, 
they, in imitation of "He Philiſtnes put'it upon a Cart, 
A and Ahio, the Sons of Abinadab, to 
drive the Cart. And in this manner they ſet forward; 
rejoicing, and playing on ſeveral Sorts of Inſtruments; 
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*(f) "Sound. This in the Text, ſeven Months, 1 Sam. 6. 1. Samuel 
2 fam 5. 24, is call'd the Sound of ſucceeding to Eli in the Government, 
ene going on the Tops of the Trees. By is reckoned to have governed Iſrael 
which *Foſephi# and others ùnder- by himſelf twenty Years, before 
ſtand the:Agitation or Shaking of the there was a __ And. twenty 
Tops of the Trees when there is no Years more are allotted to Samuel 
Wind ſtirring. But others, not liking and Saul together, and to Saul by 
this, are of Opinion, That the An- himſelf after Samuel. So that from 
gels, whom God ſent before David, the Death of Eli, when the Ark. Was 
V. 44. made this Noiſe for a Signal taken, to the Death of Saul muſt 


Front, whilſt David attack d them of that Time it was with the Phi- 
„ ; ; Ps yet David having after Saul's 
. 12 Fifty:Nears. The Ark is ſaid Death reigned ſeven” Years and fix 
to have been Twenty Years in the Months at Hebron; and ſome time 
Houſe” of. Abinadab, at Kirjath-jea- after that in Jeruſalem, before he 
mm, 1 Sam. J. 1, z. But that twenty went to fetch up the Ark, it could 
Years muſt be referred to the Time not be much leſs than fifty Years 
of the fingle Adminiſtration of Sa- that the Ark had been at Kirjath-. 
wel in the Government: For the jearim in the Houſe of Abinadab. 
r h in the laſt Year of () Law. See Numb. 7.9. 

Elt, the Phyliſtines kept it bur | 
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violently, that Uzzahy "fearing it houtd«fall;/ offeiouſly 
laid hold of 'the Ark to ſtay it? which (4): Tanten 
coſt him his Life, ſor he Fell down Mead immediately bj 
it. This unhappy Accident made Dabi afrald to ay 


the Ark to Fer 7 dut he left it in the Houſe of Obed- ; 


Edom the Saas who- was a Leuite; Where it 


three Months, and very — to Obed-Edom's Ad wan 


tage, for all the while it ſtaid there the Lofd blefſed him 
with” a great Increaſe of his Spbſtance. Which: David 
underſtanding, and recollecting his Miſtake, that Uzzab's 
Death was à Sign the Lord would not have the Ark 
brought to him, he took Heart, and Propos d to move 
it from Obed-Edom's Houſe to his on City; which he 
and wich great Pomp zud Regular, Sabriag this - 
none ought to carry it hut the Levites, ald diſpoling of 
every Petſon in his proper Order, the King dreſs d in 4 
Linen Ephod conducted it, singing and Dancing before 
it, to a Houſe which he had pur Safely: buile for it, here 
when he had placed it, he offered ts the Lord a great 
Number of Cattle in Sacrifice. As the King paſs'd chr“ 
the City Dancing before the Ark, ' his Vie ws 
Saul's Daughter "ſeeing the King demean himſe 
poorly, in her Opinion, thought very par gr 
him; for ſhe her ſelf being Daughter” to one ws He | 
Wife to another, thought it 8 the Regal Dignity * 
act the Part of a Singer and Dancer: And den the came 
out to meet him ſhe could not forbear reproaching him; 
but in a deriding Manner ſaid, How glbrious Was the 
e King of Iſrael to Day; who being ſtript of his Royal 
1 Robes acted the Part of a Fool.” David retorted her 
malicious Jeſt with a ſober Truth, and told her, “ That 
* how vile ſoever he might appear in her 2 
« What he did was in Honour of that God, 

© choſen him rather than her Father or ang of his Family 

6; *. * | Op  : ; —_ . 7 * “ to 
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00 beer. This gion of even the Levites 3 to touch 


Uzzah's was contrary to the Ley, the Holy Thi oy ACE 
which forbad all, bur the Prieſts, lies OE bs 


DDr 


A'Carplear NMifoy Book VI 
E aal. And. th he would ſtill perſiſt in hu 
4 Humilicy,, for which he did not doubt bas to be hos 
2 
E. 


noured of all thoſe chat ſbe thought deſpiſed! him.” 
22 time Michel nœyer hack any (t) Children. 
Buy this Fun Davids Houſe was finiſtyd, for the 
Building of which Miram King ob Bye had furnifh'd him 
with Materials and Workmenz 2nd. David being peace- 
ably ſentled in it was av leiſuxe to think of religious Af 
fairs; the Firſt of whit} that offered t6 bis Mind was 
the Building of 2 Temple. Wherefore conſulting with 
Nlathas the 3 he- roflecting on himſelf; fays; I 
4 dwell in a- Houſe ob Cedar, Sos her £2 of God 
« 2 within Curtdins.” Nathus taok the Hint, 
1 Motion mighe nod want” Incouragts 
_ "00 “Gs ons perſue thy thought, for God 
« F Thee” But herein * was: too for» 
ward 5 for be judge d of the Thing from his own Appre- 
henkon of the Goodneſs of it, and not from the Wilk of 
God, for whom it was intended, and: who! therefore 
I ought; to be conſulted” therein: The ſame Night 
efore God gave Nathan Chargs conceriing. David's 
hien to build a Femple, aſſigning for 
elf — | his · Son Slo mom) 
uſe; he had ſhed: mucls Blood: David reueiving this 
robibition from the- Lord im Obedience to his Will de- 


himſelf gre: 


| Cs from his intended CEL and: to expreſs his Gra- 
titude for his gracio to him ani his Poſterity, 
he Sees into Tabernal = there N Proſtrates 


— — — 


E Childrims/ 8 
99 Cs never had any 


ing 

| rib; th Ade Oris al che be e ing 

e the Lord 5 t · yet it does not and 
2 Phalriel or in ot 5 — ſat on 60 fl rone, and N 

nd, — Was — barrem; kes ding ths — — the 

2 Cam. | coti- Oceaſton arvid's com- 

5 upon. — "Hor EY de- 2 into the Tabernacle, we may 

very reaſonably ſuppoſe he fart oi 

ee —— I Se 22.3. the Ground, as Sanchez, and others 

) Profir aver. le 2 mink, from Deo? Humility,which 
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ace as he Tabernnele by 
which Werd mi E — 
ſolteagd by the Tranila- of a Suppliaur 


y fee at large in. 2 Sam. 
' comes: at; 
e fell on in Pact ad 


ofelf after the Mariner 
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himſelf on the Ground fre che Lord; bene, afeer 
acknowledging the Gaodnels and Municence af God im 
railmg him from a meat Condition to what he msn im- 
joy'd, and or aſtaloliſtiug che Government in his da- 
mib, he concludes wich an cameſt Suppdiuntiom, that 
= e o Wannen 2 Wb er 


"Dowd finding r che bad add hint * Pinch of 
Greatneſs, not to build his Temple, but. 00 figiu his 
Battles and ſubdue che Enemies c Auel, betakes him 
{elf ' to his old Trade a War, anal: With phe 
Royal Ci of n) G weduc'tlit, duns be- 
to it. vurning bis Am — Moab, he 
n Base fo Sanne e he force 
them, co diſmantle all their Maces of Strengph:; and ne 
lived but by tus Permifion. - Thenoe be went to ſecuns 
the Borders uf che Country at the River: Euphrates 
whore. Hedadezer King of Zobab mects him at the Head 
of 2 Amy, ih David brawcly ingages, and 

foon routs, Sevenwen hundred af his Horſe, and 
De — 2 out of the Morſe he neſerv d on- 
ly — for an hundred Chariots, and hamſtring d che 0 
reſt, The Jyvant about Damaſcus ben rin how ill ze 
had fared with Hadadewer, came to his but 
were likewiſe defeated, Two ad twenty thous 
ſand Men, which loſs ſo weaken'd them, that David put 
Garrifons where be 'd, and made the Sia Tri- 
butaries to him. In Return from R 
great Army of Edomites in ö the Valley of 
Jule, of whom he flew Eighteen thouſand ; the reſt be- 
ing for&'d to ſubmit, receiv'd Garriſons of King David, 
and became Tributaries to hm. : 
From this Expedition the victorious King — 
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laden with the Spoils of his Enemies, bringing abun- 
dance of Gold and Brafs with him, which, with the rich 
reſents he receiv 4 from the neighbouring Princes, he 
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dedicated to the Service of the Lord. And now being 
grown famous for theſe Victories, he ſtruck a Terrour 
into all about him; who: ſend” Preſents and Court his Al 
liance: Amon We- Toi of Hamath.hearihg of 
Diwvid's Suctels: Hadadexzer, with whom he had 
been ingag d rite „ ſends is Son Foram to —— 


ment him upon his Sucels with a great Preſent of Plate. 
Having thus fubdued his Enemies, and procur d Peace 


to his People; Dauid begins id remember the former 


Kindnefs of his dear Friend and Brother Jonathan; and 
inquiring whether - there were any of Saul's Family left, 
to whom he might ſhew [Favour for Jonathun's fake, 


Ziba, an old Servant of Saul's acquainted him, that there 


was. dne Son of Jonathan living, named Mephiboſbeth, 
who: was lame of his Feet. Dauid, glad of this Oppor- 
tunity to revive and preſerve the — of zhis dear 


| Able; nds: —— — — 


aſores. him of his Protection, : reſtores: his Grandfather 
Sans Lands to him, and as a particular Mark of his 
Eſteem obliges him to eat at _ Table. Mephiboſbet h re- 
ceives the Royal Bounty with great Humility: and Re-. 
ſpet; which: Dauid ſtill to malte more ſecure to him, 


coriſtitutes Ziba his Steward who with his fifteeti Sons 


and twenty Servants d che Eſtate, whilſt :Mephi- 
boſheth dwelt at Eaſe in Jeruſaltm,! and eat at the n 


Table as one of his (o) Sons. 


About this Time King Dauid bearing had his old (p) 


Friend Nabaſh King of Ammon was dead, and that his 


Son Hanum fac him; gratefully. remembri the 
Civilities of the Father, ſends an Ambaſſy of Condolance 
to the Son, and congratulates his Acceſſion to the Crown. 
The Ambaſſadors arriving at the Ammonitiſb Court, the 
2 FN of a ee at their "Ry David had not 
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(0) Ser, Dovid had 1 many 3 ) Friend. 2 1 1 very nobable 
for whilſt he was at — 2 Born Sons: N. Nahaſh King of Ammon had 
aſter 9 — ſhewed ſome ae Kinda. to David in 


ke 


be hat 
be hs 1. y his Wives, beſides the Time of his Troubles under Saul, 
— Concubines, . 


tho? there is no particular mention of 


it in the Stoty. Z 
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| ſent this 1 — T W 2 ö 
late King, or honour to the Preſent,. but to diſcoyer the 
Els 


Weaknels of the Place, that be m ht invadeit. Hanun was 
too eaſily led away, by theſe offigious Counſellors, for at 
their Inſtigation he. treated t 86 moſt vilely 
1 inhoſpitably, ſhaving, off « ang 0 655 their 105 Beards, 
nd cutting o their Garmen the, 1g e.to their 
Binzockss, and. in that rep l 5 ſent them 
away. Being in this ae Manner expos d, they 
were aſham d to return; of which David, 1 lots tel- 
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 ligence, adyis d them to tarry about. Jericho till they had 

12 recoyered their Diſgrace by the Nee of their 
| Beards again; then OS this Violation, of; the Law 
of ations, as became ſo great a Prince, he ſent an Army 

under the Command of Joab to call the inhoſpitable. ws 4 

——4 to an Account; Whick th ey rbk yg BY pre | 

| vided againſt, for. belides their own a Forees, 15 0 75 

5 vided Three and thirty thouſand . 15 

, which lay incamp d at ſome Diſtance i u ch 

Whilſt the Aumanites lay before. their own Cie. 3 

2 obſerving this Diſpoſition of WS Armies, divide 105 

| into, two Bodies, one of which compos d of choice. Men, 
himſelf led againſt the Mercenaries, leaving the reſt with 

wi bis Brother Alilbai to watch the Motion of the Ammo- 

„ nites, agreeing to relieve, each other as occaſion ſhould 

require. Then Joab incouraging his Men made a brisk 

5 Charge upon the Syrians, ere them; which 

115 the een W 157 8 a dif Courage, 25 

98 I Mrd 
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Beards. 2 n was as whey Thar een 

he , as could be invented by 2 the Hebrew- Ear 8 

tot e Malice of Mag in thoſe Coun- ——— Breeches, o 8 Przeſts. 


ö tries; for Decalyation or leaving any Recovered. 3 an ita - 
nt _ te Hair e bald.” was biene in the Jewiſh Law not to 


* F þ then the curt curting have any Part of the Head or Beard 

— alf the Beard . (which made ſhaved, Læuit. 21. J. And therefore 

[3% elf very. Rane was 2 the Aumoniter, who were Neigh- 

ble — ro the Affront, — bours to the Hebrews, knew, they 

had un Fon — gon Yeperation wh not Yr A Ser Afſront 
io | an eem. But che worſt and to them, cutti 

aul, moſt of all vas the cut- Bearde r 9 1201 


mot ting. of their Robe or Veſt; 1 
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wy fled into the City. Joab havin thus obtain'd an 
Vigtory return'd "iv Trium ph to Jerizſalem Where 
he had not been ore the News came, that the 
Syrians had raiſed a great N 8 to which Hadadezer 
Had' added the Syrian Troops beyond the River; all 
| which were 1d rendexvouz at He Ham under the Com- 
mand of Shobach, Hadadezer's General. King Da- 
vid bearing this, uniting all his Forcts, marches in Perſon 
wich them ro elan, Where he finds the Enemy ready 
to recpive und give him Battle. The? Artuies ingage, 
and David ſoon put the Syrians to che 'Rout, who Joſt 
their General Shohach, 90 about Seven and forty thoy- 
fand bf their Men. e petry Kings who were Ibu. 
_ raties to Hadadezer, finding 1 it in vain to the con- 
2 Sword of Ifrael, quitted Hadaderer's intereſt, 
mitred to David ; who reſolying 15 chaftiſe the 
ie Ammonites yet mare ſharply ſent Joub next Cam- 
paign with 2 gala Army agamft them; who having 
_eavay'd the Country, and put the Ammionites to the 
Sword, where-ever he could come at them, at luft Jaid 
Siege to Rabhah the Metropolis of the Am monites. 
Mieberto David's Affairs went on in an uninterrupted 
Series of Succeſs, and Victory declares on his Side where- 
Ever he turns his Arms. But at laſt, N 7 Prince! 
He becomes his own Enemy; for indulgi . in Eaſe 
and Luxury, the Bane and Ruſt of the Mind, he inſen{- 
bly gives way to looſe Defires, which captivate his Res- 
fon, and 5 bim to the ing of the vile AQs 
of Adultery 2 Murder. It happen'd, that having ta- 
ken his Repoſe one Afternoon on his Couch, (as it was 
the Cuſtom far great Perſons it thoſe hot Countries to 
do,) he walked upon the Roof of the; Houſe 2 the 
Benefit of the coo! Air; where the Vari 
Objects that preſented themſelves to 5 his wandering. . 
that of a beautiful Woman bathing in her Garden unhap- 
1444 quarks him. The unguarded King ſees, and is up- 
done, and growing impatient with Deſre of In = 
forbidden Beauty, he inquires who ſhe. was, and is 


form'd _ ſhe was Ang the ee 
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and Wife to Uriah the (s) Hittite an Officer in his Army 
. y__ now at the Siege of Rabbab. 
T 


Uriah was bravely hazarding his Life for the Ser- 
vice of his ; David ungeneouly wg him in ls 
weakeſt Part, his Wiſe ; y dazled with the Glories 
of a Court, and Favour, gives her ſeif 2 willing 
Prey to his unlawful Imbraces. David the better to con» 
ceal this adulterous Act, ſends Bathſbeba home to her 
own Houſe, who ſoon acquaints him that ſhe is with 
Child. The King now begins to fear the Shame of his 
Wantonneſs, and therefore to hide it, bids % ſend 
Uriah to him, as if he had ſome particular B i 
him. David's in this was, that Uriah ſhould lie 
with his Wife, and ſo the Child, when it ſhould be born, 
ſhould paſs for his. But God herein diſappointed him, 
intending to make an Example of him. For when Da» 
vid had as kd Uriah ſeveral Qu | 
Siege, in ſeeming Kindneſs he bid him go to his Houſe 
and refreſh himſelf after his Journey; and, ſuppoſing he 
had done ſo, he ſent a Preſent of Meat after him. But 
tho Uriah took leave of the Ki home, 

next 
not 


but ſſept in the Guard-room. W 
Morning underſtood, and asking him, why 
go home, Uriah told him, © That ſindz he 
* [frael and Judah abode in Tents, and 
„General Joa, with the reſt of the King's Servants 
* were d in the open Fields, he would not in- 
* drink, and lie with his Wife. © David being thus dif- 
ing him at his 
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own Death to Jab; who according to the King's In- 
ſtructions poſted Uriah in the moſt dangerous Place of 
Action, where being deſerted he was expos d to the 
Enemy s Arrows, which ſoon: diſpatch d. him. Thus the 

Innocent brave Lriab died à Sacrifice to his Wife's and 

4 Princess Luft, who, cloak their” Adulkery, with Mur- 

er. 424 N In Meer 
| Bashſbeba being, ad heb. Husband' Death * a fon 
mal: Mourting for him; but her hypocritical Tears are 
ſoon wipe d o for David ſends: for her to His Palacs, 
and dechres her bis Wife. And now Jaab having laid 
cloſe Siege to Rabbab, preſs d the Inhabitants ſo hard, 
that hy Aſſault he ſen'd the Water-wörks, which = 
ply d the Place: And having them now at his Mercy he 
diſpatch d away a Meſſenger to acquaint David that he 
had ſo ſtraitned the Town, that they could not long ſub- 
Aſt. Jeab thus declining ! the Honour of: taking the 
Town, David with a Reinfurcement comes to crown 
the Victory, and entring with great Fury gave no Quar- 
tet to the; Inhabitants, iplundering:the Place, and carrying 
off all the Spoil. And thus he ſerved-the other Cities of 
the. Ammonites.; after Which: he return d in Frinmph to 
Jerdlalew: Vi r * 5 11. Dat (3. 

But theſe Sales cin not tkherate: David's lan 

Crimes ; fot: tho he might with Impunity from humane 
Juſtice think to indulge himſelf in the Arms of his beau: 
tiful Bathſbeba, whoin he had brought to his Bed: with 
the Diſhonour and Blood of her Huùsband ; yet the all- 
ſeeing Eye. of the great Judge of che Word roses him 
out of His adulterous Lethargy, and makes him unwit- 
tingly his own: Judge. bis the Lord did by hib Pro- 
phet Nathan, who propoſed to David the. fo g Ta- 

rable, and demanded. 7 of him for a poor Oppreſ 
ſor There were, faid Nathan, two Men ini one City, 
#4 the one Rich, and the other Poor. The:zith abound- 
ed in all manner of Plenty ; but the poor Man lived 
« by the mere Providence of God, his whole Stock con- 
« filting of but one poor Ewe-Lamb, which he fondled 
as his Child. It d, that the ned Man bein 
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avid procures Uriahs death. 
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e viſited by a Friend, - keſent and took away the po 
« Man's Lamb, and dreſs'd it to entertain his Gust“ 
David incens d at the Batbatity of the Füct in 4 
Rage paſſes this Sentence on the Offender. «© 12 the 
« Lor tiveth, the Man chat has done this Thin 
« ſerves to dis.” And helſhall reſtore the aas bebe 


„ becaufe he did this Thing, and bad no Pity.) David 


not thinking he had pronomc'd Sentence agsinſt himſelf, 
the Prophet tells him, Thow artithe” Man: der the 
n wha the Lord hath determined againſt The@:- 

Hanointed Thee King over Iſrael; 1 delivered bes 
“from Saul, and 11 Fhee his Kingdom, wirr all that 
thou couldſt def Why then haſt thou deſpiſed the 
Commandment of the Lord, in contriving the Death 
© of Uriah, and taking his Wife? For this the Sword 
« ſhall not depart from thy Houſe ſo long as thou liveſt: 
« And becauſe thou haſt taken the Wife of Uriah, be- 
© hold I. will (r) ſuffer an Affliction to rife againſt Thes. 


out of «thine own Houſe, and I will ſuffer thy Wives 
© to be taken from Thee before Poe Eyes; I will even 


« ſuffer them to be taken by thy Domeſtick, and he 
„ ſhall lie with them before the Face of the Sun. For 
© tho? thou didſt ſin ſecretly, I will do this Thing be- 
4 fore all Iſrael in the moſt open Manner“ David ne- 


ver offer d to excuſe himſelf, but made a ſhort and full 
Confeſſion; ſaying, © I have ſinned againſt the Lord? 
Upon which Cod transfers the Sentence of Death, which 
David had pronounc'd againſt himſelf, from him to the 


my — n telling him, That he ſhould not 
„ 4 an 
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* 90 — Our Tranſlation of flared Evil, agnes an Mie or ; 


2 Jem. 12, 11. runs thus: 7 wil Misfortune here and in many other 
raiſe 7 ap Evil againſt thee out of thine Places of Scripture. So that if we 
n 
before thine 555 er, and give them unto Cc. theſe expreſſions. would give no- 
Net rag and he (ball lie with occaſion of Scoffi to Arheilts and. 
1 er in the Sight of the Sun. Libertines, who the 'Mitinter- 
is made Calvin [1 Inf. 1.1. c.18, pretation of the Text would make 
that t e Initeſt of Abſalom was the God the a dive Author of the Evils 
Work of God:* But the Verbs here which befal Mankind; which is con- 
uſed agoify only a Permiſſion of the trary to his Attributes - of Juſtice, 
Things ſpoken of, and not an Ac- Goddneſs, c. he only permnegiag 
tion; af Word, which ts tran· Misfortunes to puniſh us. 


l take thy Wives tranllate it, I will ſuffer an Affiiion, 
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« die, but the Child be ſhould haye by Bathbeba ſhould 
« not live.” Which r 44 fell out; ſor ſoon after 
the Infant was: þorn, it fell 3 and tho David w 
and faſted to incline the Lord to Mercy, it died the ſe. 
venth Day. Which David bearing, he forbore Mourn- 
ing, ſaying, Why ſhould J afflict my ſelf ſor the Death 
col the Child? I can not bring dim back again; I ſhall 
« go to bim, but he will not return to me.” Then dref- 
ing. himſelf, he went into the Houſe of the Lord and 
worlhipped : After which he return'd to his Palace and 
refreſh'd himſelf, and converſing with his Wife Bathſheba, 
the conceived with Child, and bare him another Son, 
whom by the (v) expreſs Command of God he named 
Solomon, (that is, Peaceable) becauſe the Lord had pro- 
miſed, that he ſhould be a Man of Reſt, and give Peace 
to Iſrael. .. b | 
_ God had before transſerr'd the Sentence of Death from 
David to the Child which was born of the adulterous 
Congreſs; but the (w) Curſe, of the Sword was not yet 
compleated in his Family, which too ſoon fell out, to 
the great Diſquiet of David, and, ſoon. after, of the 
whole Kingdom of 1ſrael. David had many Sons, yet 
but one Daughter that we read of, whoſe Name was 
Tamar, Siſter to Abſolom, his third Son, whom he had 
by Maacha, the Daughter of Talmai King of Gabur. 
This Tamar was a Virgin of admirable Beauty, with 
which (x) Amnon, David's eldeſt Son, was fo captiva- 
ted, that he pined away thro a (5) hopeleſs Dehre of 
abtaining her. This alteration in Amnan was. ſoon. diſ- 
covered by his Friends, but by none ſo much as Jonadab 
his intimate Friend and Couſin (x) German; being 
very folicitous to know the Cauſe, Amnon plainly _ 


A wown wen Wd DV, 


% = . 
” - - z * * — 8 7 .: . * 
8 _ - chock * chm © a A A my —_— _— —_— ah — 
. Ls - * $ ©, X 


R 1 DJ. R * 


(+). Expref5. See 1 Chron. 2 [kb ks che King's . ls 


$ 4 Es Ges Aw ih hs 


75 Cuofe. * * Sam. 2 10,11. tha . of — the 0 
N Aumon. was e King's amfels was) that Famer, 

eldeit Son, whom he bad by his Wite Brother, . not how 10 coma at; 
Arimam the itefs. . + MG | 


r 
on vB fig lige Brache d hack 


- 11 


1 2 


might tempt him to eat; bur Ammon ſulleniy refus d it, 
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him, he was in Love wich his Siſter Tamar. Jonadab, 
who was a Man of Intrigue, ſoon put the Prince into a 
Way to gain his End; for adviſing Amon 10 pretend 
himſelf Sick, he knew his Father's Tenderneſs would in- 
vite him to viſit him; and then inſtructing him how to 
manage himſelf, he advis'd him to requeſt the Favour of 
his Silter Tamar to order his Diet for him, and, to hu- 
mour his peeviſh Appetite, to bring it to him. David, 
like a fond Parent, indulges his Son, and conſents that 
Tamar ſhould oblige him, not _ the fatal Con- 
4 ney Innocent Tamar obeys, and came attended, 
ecame her State, with a Collation, which the thou 


ſl 
28 


till the Company was withdrawn; when, taking the 
portynity of their Abſence, he rudely ſeiz'd her,” and de- 
manded Injoyment of her. The poor frighted Princeſs 

expoſtulates with him the Folly and Scandal of his wick» 
ed Deſire, and begs him to deſiſt; But in vain, for Am- 
non g Luſt burns with ſuch irreſiſtible Fire, that nothing 
now can oppoſe it, and the Royal Maid becomes a Sacri- 
fice to his lawleſs Imbraces. Having thus obtain'd his 
End of the unhappy Tamar, his furious Paſſion turns to 
an extremity of Coldneſs and Diſlike, in which churliſh 
Humour he bid her be gone; but ſhe arguing with this 


Þrutiſh Man the Baſe of this additional Unkindnefs, . 


he calls to his Servants, and commands them to turn her 
oyt of his Apartment. 4 £13 5 | 

Tamar affiits her ſelf with- the moſt r hob 
row, tearing her Robes, and ſhewing all the Expreſſions 
of a moſt, extravagant Grief. In which diſtracted Con- 
dition ſhe repairs to her Brother Abſolom, to whom ſhe 
N the whole Tranſactions of the Rape. 9 
” Prince of a haughty Spirit, and impatient 


vis d his injur'd Siſter to do the ſame; telling her, That 
conſidering Amnon was their eldeſt Brother and Heir ap: 
parent hitherto to the King, it was unlikely ſhe ſhould = 
have Juſtice done her on him, and therefore he advis d 
her to bear it as patiently w_ could, and tarry _ 
. ; s a E 3 | N hin 0 


Wrong, was forc'd to conceal his Reſentment, and 1 
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him. She takes his Advice, and Alhſolom to take off al 
Suſpicion” of Malice in him for this Affront to his Siſter, 
never took the leaſt Notice of it to Amnon; but when 
the King heard of it, he was very angry with Amnon; 
tho” there is no mention of aby rie ivlh&fd on 
Him: for it. Nan Wet 

_ Abſolom's Revenge had: ain burning! in. his Breaſt two 
Years, before it burſt into a Flame; which he. executes 
upon the Occaſion of Shee p-ſbeering; for that being a 
Time of [great Mirth and: Jollity in thoſe Countries, he 
invites his Friends and Relations to an Entertainment; 
and to colour the Matter the better, he pretends to be ve: 
ry preſſing to have the King's Company, who being un- 
willing to put him to ſo great Expence declin'd his Invi; 
tation, but 'wiſh'd him well. This anſwer'd Adſelom:s 
End, who told the King, ſince he would not honour 
him with his Preſence, he hop'd he ſhould have his 
Brother Amnor's Company; ; to which David conſent- 


ed, and all the King's Sons went with him to bi Coun- 


try-Seat at Haror. 

Abſolom had prepared his Seryants to execute his 
toads Purpoſe, charging them, upon the Signal he 
ſhould give, to fall upon Amnon, - 3nd diſpatch him, 
aſſuring them of Indemnity. Accordingly when Amnon 
Was far. ingag' d in Wine, they ſet upon him, and kill'd 
him: Which put the reſt of the Princes in ſuch a Con- 
ſternation, that they made the beſt of their Way from 
the Houſe, expecting the ſame, Fate. But not withſtand- 
ing their haſty Flight, - the News of Amnon s Murder 
was got to Court before their Arrival there, and thg 
King conoludeꝗ that Abſolom: hag murder'd all bis Bro- 
thers: Which;ithrew.' him into the greateſt. Grigf and 
Deſpair: But Jonadal ta mitigate his Sorrpw aſſured 
him, that only Annan was llain, and that his Death 
nad been determined by Alſolom from the Time of the 
Rape of! Tamar. Soon after the Princeg arriv;d, and 
the King and they, with all the Fours wept and mourn e 
for Amon, -. ent Das rtit! no x 289 8 
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- Abſolom; feariug bis Father's: Reſentment for, the:Murs! - 
der of his Brother Amnon, made: his Eſcape toi his Mo 
ther's Father Tala King of Geſbur; where he liv'd: a; 
voluntary -Exilei three Vears. In which Time Hauids 
Grief for the Death of Amnon abating, and his Reſent- 
ment againſt. Ahſolom beginning to cool, natural Affection, 
return d, and he inclin'd to recall Asſolom. Which Foab: 
obſerving, he: improv'd by a cunning Artiſice in this 
Manner. He hir'd a certain Woman to pretend her ſelf 
a: Mourner for the Death: of one Son ſlain by another, 
and that ſhe ſhould go to the King, and complain, that 
her Relations demanded the ſurviving Son to be delivers; . 
ed up to Juſtice for the Murder of his Brother; by:whiah: 
ſhe, ſhould be. deprivd of: her only Child; and her dead | 
Husband's Name would be extindt. The Woman ob- 
ſerv'd her Inſtructions, and addreſs'd her ſelf fo, artfully» - 
to the King, that he gave her a fair Hearing, and pro- 
mis d he would take Care of the Buſineſs. But-this being 
too general, would not anſwer the End; ſhe thereſore de- 
manded Protection of the King for ther Son againſt the! 
Proſecutors. - Upon: which he :promiis'd her no Body, 
ſhould moleſt him. But the Woman preſſing for a Par- 
don for her Son, the King, to pataniEnd to her Impor- 
tunity, told her, As 8 Lord Jiveth, there ſhall net 
«* one Fair of thy Son fall to the Earth“. The Woman, 
having carried her Point, declar d her Deſign; and: that; 
under this Pretence ſhe had pleaded the Cauſe of his Son 
Abſolom, whoſe Abſence the People lamented, and deſir d. 
that he might be recall'd. from Baniſiment. The Kin 
thus over-reach'd, and ſuſpecting Joab to have a Hand, 
in the Contrivance, ask d the Woman whether it were 
not ſo? She frankly confeſſed the Matter, and that 70a 
had inſtructed her what ſhe ſhould ſay. Upon which 
the King calling for Joab, told him he had granted Ab- 

ſolom's Pardon, and bid him bring him home; but With 
this Reſtriction, that he ſhould go to his own Houſe, 
but not come to Court. This Reſtraint” was uneaſy to 

Atſolom's roving Mind; therefore he ſent for Joab, with 
a Deſign to get him to intercede to the King for his In: 

| _ E 4 . largement; 
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; but not coming, Abſolom reſolves by 
a Trick to fetch EE eng nin 
3 — 1 — — upon = 
Sewvants. obey, a in a comes 2 
the Caſe oh Alhela for 3 
unneighbourly an act to one, who had been fo ſervice- 
able to him. „r ee 
not ' otherwiſe come to the Speech of him: 
. r ER 
he might be admitted into his Preſence; 
uld think him worthy of Den 
- Pleaſure, for he had rather die, than live 
_ finement. Joab once more undertakes 
—_ 


— 

Abſolom's Cau 
ſents it to the King ſo ſucceſsfully, that he ob- 
for him a Oe; where being in- 
proſtrates himſelf before his King and Father, 
arid is 1 2 Token of Forgivenels and 
Abſotom chus reſtor'd makes art ill Uſe of the King his 
Father's Goodneſs, and takes all Opportunities of ingra- 
| himſelf with the People; to whoſe Favour the 
Advantapes of Birth and Nature did not a little recom- - 
mend him. For his elder Brother Amnon being dead, 
he now ſeems to be the (a) eldeſt Son; which being ſe- 
conded by 3 ble Shape and Beauty, and a fa- 
miliar, eg Addr ls, he fo —— bim into the 
d Will of — that they were ready to adore 
| DAtſolom, feeing- their Inclinations to him, takes 
care to loſe no — of ws them: For be 


put himſelf into a e than (5) uſual, pro- 
viding himſelf of 2 — and fiſty running 
Footmen: b from his Grandeur to 


m and oblige the Meaneft of t 


Mob; for he would 
| watch 


ſlain, 
Jack: ied Bo, in the Order n e 
ſusl. Whereas the 


2 D Jett than KY to ride on Myles; 
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ſollicite any Man's Buſineſs, and treat them with 
Familiarity, as if they had been his Equals. 
make his Father's Government contemptible, he 
with. a Sigh bemoan the Neglect of his Miniſters. 
to inſinuate what great Things he would do were he in 
Power, he would add; Were I made a Judge, I 
« do . ⁰ . rota; 1 
By theſe vile Arts he robb'd his Father of the 
and Aﬀection of the e, and ſtole their 
now thinking his Intereſt 

plots his Father's Ruin; which he t 
accompliſh. He begs 


taken with him Two hundred choice Men, but 20 
quainted them not with bis And now being at 
riv'd at Hebron he = Birth to his Conſpiracy, ſe 


pj 


his Agents among all the Tribes, to ſound the Inclina- 
* —. OS 
| ET 

And then. | 


torty The - in Þ in A. 
of Devid's there -Texr, 
Dwvid, who wh have 
r — 
5. the Forty 
inſtead Ef, de reduced w four Y aly, which 
— are p 
ea of Mt bliſhmene 
| the Yuſaloy, or is 
up- with h » 


at 


— 


watch every Morning at the Palace-Gate, and offer to 
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ejons of the chief Men of Hrael; and: to direct all, that 
they could gain to his Faction, to be ready at the Sound 
of Trumpet to acknowledge him King: And to ſecure 
himſelf of an able Stateſman, Alſolom invites Achito» 
hel, n politick Man, and one of David's Counlelian, 
£0 this Intereſt, who Sides with the Faction at Hebron. 

David had early Notice of this unnatural Rebellion 


and the general Defection of his Subjects to his ungra 
cious Son, and looking on himſelf in great Danger at 


Jefuſalem, he march d from thence attended only with 
Six hundred Men, leaving his Concubines behind to take 
Care of his Houſe. Among thoſe faithful Loyaliſts that 
followed che King was honeſt Itrai the Gittite; with 


whom the King could not prevail to leave him; ſor he 


' having fled to David for Protection, was refolv'd to run 
the Riſque of his Fortune in Life or Death. Itrai there- 
fore with his Family paſſing the Brook Kidron, che King 
with his Party followed, and they march d in à mourn- 
fyl Condition towards the Wilderneſs. Zadok and Abia- 
thar the Prieſts hearing that the King 


Levites. and the AK of the Covenant with them. But 


David. adviſed them to return, and carry back the Ark 
with them; For, ſaid he, if the Lord intend: me 
* mercy, he will reſtore me; but if he have otherwiſe 


66 2 I ſubmit.” Beſides, he told Zadok he 
ight do him great Service by tarrying in the City, 


5 ere his Character would protect him from any Vio- 


lence the Uſurper might offer, and he might give him 
Intelligence how. Matters went with the Faction. Upon 
which” Zadok and Abiathar return'd'with the Ark, 2nd 


David went forward by the Aſcent of Mount Olivet, at 


God. © of which he Ade a Hall, and there workipped 

Whilſt he was here ils old Friend and Counſellor Hu- 
Gai the Archite came to him with all the Tokens of Sor- 
row, to ſce his Royal Maſter in this Diſtreſs, declaring 
he would ſhare his Fortune, whatever ſhould happen. 
But David willing to make the n of ſo uſe- 


4 tall Foray ful 


was reſolv d to 
leave Jeruſalem, prepared to follow him, taking the 
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ful a Man, advis d him ſeemingly to fille wi the Pa, 
ction, that he might defeat the Intrigue: and Cunning 
of Achicophel, of whoſe Abilities David. being well apr 
priz'd, be chpught he had moſt. reaſon, to expect Danger 
| from him. And to inchurage Huſbai to this undertaking 
he tells him, that Zaddk and Abiathar were intirely in 
? his Intereſt, and that by their two Sons he might..com- 
| municate any Thing of Moment to him. Huſbai being 
always ready to ſerve the King, readily; obey d, and re- 
turn d to Jeruſalem before Abjolom arrived. But David 
went forward, and in his Way was met by the perfidious 
Zila, whom David had lately made Steward to Mephi- 
loſbet h, his Friend Jonathau's Son. He bringing a Re- 
freſhment of Bread, Fruits and Wine, David 4 1 0 him, | 
where his Maſter was, expecting that he above all Men, 
in point of Gratitude, would have kept firm in his Inu 
tereſt.: But faiſe Ziba told him, he was in Jeruſalem, 
and hop'd to be reſtor'd to his Father's Kingdom. The 
too credulous King, believing this treacherous Sycophant, 

| paſe'd, a haſty Sentence on the innocent "Mephi ee. 8 
ving Ziba all his Eſtate. 
Aſter this David march'd to "ah a Can in whe 
Tribe of Benjamin, where te was very rudely accoZ's; 
by. a ſaucy Rebel named (d) Shimei, of the Fami 44 
Saul, who walking on the Side af 4 Hill over ag ut 
David, Was eaſily heard to ſay, Come out, Come ot, 
„Thou bloody Man, Thou Man of Belial The Lang 
* bath returned upon Thee all the Blood of the Hoek 
* of Faul, and bach delivered the Kingdom inte the 
Hand of thy Son Avfolom,, ard thou: art taken in thy 
« Miſchief.” Thus he went on Cutſing and Ra! ling, 
and with his ſacrilegious Hand chrew Dult and Stones at 
abe rr e Was | fo IS at this alk ge. 
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4 Hhumei. Whether this Man bad concei _ [fone very great O. 
tein a prrſonal Sullefer in the tence againſt Daw, — 4 thoug, 
of. wp Family, or what elle now he might vent - bis Malice with 
Had exaſperated bimlagainlt David, 2 2 29. 1 
«th not appear. But it ſeems, he 


60 A Compleat Hiflorx Bock VI. 
that he deſired Leave of the King to take off his Head; 
But David, conſcious to himſelf of his own Guilt in 
the Caſe of Uriah, and of God's Judgment denoync'd 
againſt him for it, ſaw and acknowledg d the juſt Hand 
of the Almighty in all this ; and therefore would not per- 
mit Abiſbai to revenge him on Shimee . ; 

David and his Company heing fatigu'd enter Baharim, 
and refreſh themſelves. About which time Abſolom with 
his Gang of Rebels came to Jeruſalem; where Huſhaj 
ts himſelf to Abſolom, and offers his Service. Ab- 
olom knowing Huſhai to have been an intimate Friend 
and Counſellor to his Father, banters him about deſert- 
his Friend; which Huſbai cunningly enough excus'd, 
and anſwer' d fo artfully to Abſolom's Queſtions, that he 
receives him as a faithful Friend, and admits him into 
his Council. And now Abſolom unwilling to loſe Time 
calls a Council, and asks what is moſt expedient to be 
done? Achitophel, who held the firſt Place in Abſolom's 
Eſteem, ſpeaks firſt: And he, fearing a Reconciliation 
between the Father and the Son, reſolves to make the 
Breach ſo wide between them that there ſhould be no 
room left for an Accommodation, and therefore advis d 
Abſolom to lie with his Father's Concubines ; alledging, 
chat when all Iſrael ſhould hear how much by that A 
| he had incenſed his Father, they would deſpair of Par- 

don, and tick the cloſer to him. The next Thing Achi- 


' - fophel advisd was, to take Twelve thouſand choice 


Men, and perſue David that Night, and fall ſuddenly 
upon his Guard, who muſt be quite fatigu'd, and in no 
Poſture of Defence, aſſuring him, they might eaſily de- 
feat them, and take the King. | ary 

Abſolom liked both theſe Propoſals, the firſt of which 
he did execute, but he would conſult Huſhai, before he 
ingag'd in the later; which, if they had done, myſt have 
been of fatal Conſequence to David; for Achitophel was 
right in his ConjeQure. Huſbai being call'd in, and hearing 
what had been propos'd, to take off all Suſpicion, did 
not condemn or flight Achitophel's laſt Propoſition, but 
thought it not expedient at this Time; for, * We 
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Book VI. f the Holy Bible. 61 
« We all know David and his Men are very brave, and 
« at this Time deſperate ; and if they ſhould happen to 
« worſt the Party ſent againſt them, it would be à very 
« inauſpicious Beginning: Therefore it was bis Advice 
that. they ſhould arm the whole Kingdom, - and then - 
they might. fall upon him when — 1 pleaſed, or _ 
_ — * Abſolom and tha, reſt, bib hs ae 
of Hujbai's Opinion: Upon whi ito L fading 
his Advice 98 +rY s for y Abſolam $ 
feeble * Things were fes N 5 uccol with- _ 
eremony mounts an home, 
whew vi — his Houſhold Airs be ſoon after 
died of '{e) Grief A 
Huſbai having thus wiſely diverted the Sond that 
threaten 4 Davis diſpatches away Jonathan and Abizaazy 
the two Prieſts Sons, with an Account of all that had 
; adviling David to paſs the Jordan, not knowing 
ut e ight change his Mind, and revive Achite- 
phet's Advice of perſuing him. The young Men 
diſcovered on the Way by ſome of Abſalom's Party, 
themſelves in a Well till thoſe that perſued them —_— 
Being come to the King they deliver d their Meſſage, wha. 
follow'd the Advice, and at Break of Day decamping 
E the Jordan. Then marching to ( a Mahanaim - 
there made a Stand, whither reſo © him Shokr,. 
Machir, and Barzilai with Variety and Plenty of Pro- 
viſtons to refreſh the King and his Friands. But here 
they had not been long e er Ahſelom, having raiſed 3 
Army, 885 the Jordan with it in 2 of his Fe 
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1 AC ompleat Hiflsry Book VI. 
the Command of which Army he gave to Amaſa, the 
Son of [thra, who had married'Joal's Mother's Siſter. © * 
© David hearing that his Rebel Son had paſſed the 
fordan, and inc2mped ſo near that it was impoſſible to 
avoid a Battle, divided his Army into three Bodies, giving 
the Command of the firſt to oa, of the ſecond tò Abi- 
ai, and of the third to the fathful Gittite Ittai, intend- 
ing to go in Perſon with them. But for their own Sakes 
as, well as his they diſſuaded him; to which he conſented, 
being willing to pleaſe the People at this Time, and un- 
willing to ingage in Perſon againſt his Son, for whom he 
ſtill had a Paternal Fenderneſs, as appears by the ſtrict 
Charge he gave his three Generals as they marched out of 
the City in the Hearing of the Soldiers, that for his Sake 
they ſhould treat A oom well, if he fell into their 
Hands. Amon; Bit? 
The two Armies being drawn out, they joined Battle 
in the Wood of (g) Ephraim, en, to the Tribe of 
Manaſſeh ; where, though in all Likehood Alſolom's 
Army was ſuperior in Number to David's, yet the Vi- 
ctory declared for David, whoſe loyal Troops killed of 
the Rebels upon the Spot twenty thouſand Men: And 
doubtleſs more had fallen, had not Abſolom been taken 
and ſlain. For he, to avoid his Father's Soldiers, riding 
under the Boughs of a thick Oak, his ()) Hair being 
very thick and long, he was ſo intangled among the 
* that, his Mule running from under him, he 
could not diſingage himſelf, but hung there between 
Heaven and Earth. Foab being-inform'd: of this by a 
private Soldier, blamed the Man for not killing him, who 
he excuſed 


we” + . 9 


(8) Ephraim, So called here, be- (h) Hair, , His Head of Haif was 
caule as ſome think, the Epbraimites of an incredible Largeneſs; for when 
drove their.-Cartle over Jordan, to he polled, or cut his Hair (which he 
feed them in this Wood. But others did that it might not grow too hea- 
with more propgpllicy ſuppoſe it to vy for him) we re erf. 1426. 
de called the Wood of Ephraim, that he weighed it at Two hundred 
from the n which 9425 Shekels of the King's Weight, which 
thab formerly made of the of our Weight is four Pounds and 
. in that Place. See two Othces, | * | 
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Book VI. ef the Holy Bible. 63 
excuſed himſelf upon the King: Command, given im the 
Hearing of the Army. Joab not regarding David's Or- 

der, which he thought might become a Parent, but not 

a King, willing to. Joſe no Time, takes three Darts in 

his Hand, and going to the Place where 4bfolonbhang, 
he thruſt them through him, und, to make fure Wor 
he commanded ten of his Servants to ſmite him. Un 
this, Joab, to prevent further Effuſion of Blood, i ſuund- 

ed a Retreat, which gave Aſo loi party an Opportinity 

of returning to their own Homes Then taking den 

Ab ſolbm's Body, they threw it into m pit in the Mod, 

and laid a great Heap of Stones upon him. And this was 
the End of this unnatural Rebel, and graceleſs: Sonof 

the moſt indulgent Fatberr. „ 90 

Joab diſpatches away Meſſengers with News of thb 

Rory to David, who ſat between the two Gates df fh 
City Mahanaim in a doubt ful Expectation of the Event 

of this Battle. The Watchman, who ſtood over tlie 

Gate upon the Wall, gave Notite that he ſaw a ſingle 

Man running. If he! be (i) alone; fays the Kings Re 
* brings News.” But as the Meſſenger drew nearer, the 
Watchman diſcovering who he was, gave Notice that it 
was the faithful Abimaaz. Upon which Dabid con- 4 
cluded he brought good News. As: ſon as Abirhagh 
came within Call, he cried out- aloud, All is well), 
Then coming to the King, he paid his Duty to r 
ſaid, © Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, who hath deliver ld 

up the Men that lifted up their Hand againſt my Lord 4 

* the::King,” The King ſolicitous for his Son, asked | 

Ahimaaz whether- the Prince was ſafe.” But he unwilk 4 

ling to be the Meſſenger of ill News, told him, That 

when Joab diſpatched him and Cuſbi away he ſaw a | 
great Tumult, but knew not the Occaſion of it. He had __ 
no ſooner ſpoken put in came Ci, who told the whole 
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Story of the Battle, and that Al lem was flain. Upon b 


chis che ene enn 
mournful (+) Exclamation' vented his Grief: O my Son 


« Abſalom, my Son, my Son 4iſelom, would God 1 bad WW © 
* died * O- Aihelow,nmy Se, my Son! The g 
| s exceffive Grief for aul turn d * Trium to 
for Victory into among the Soldiers, C0! 
cams ſilently into the City, as if they bad been beaten 4 


8 and 1 t, a Man of more Cou- 
rage than Compaſſion 3 and preſuming up- 1 
am his Service, 9 King, and in a Manner ny 
more neceſſary than decent 'wiined A. ; Ring from his he 
Grief, and he appeared in publick to the great Satisfa- h 

Rion of his loyal Subjects, who throng about him, and Or 

* congratulate his good Fortune. The Rebels too, having iſ ** 
dot their Mock-King, return to their Duty, and ſtrive J. 
who ſhould be forwardelt to bring back the King; only i © 
the Tribe of Judah, Which was the King's own Family, h 
ſeem backu or at leaſt indifferent, which ſo affected K 
David, that he ſent to the two Prieſts, Zadek and Alia- © 
nkar, to put them in Mind of their Duty. And to ſoften * 
Amaſa, Who had been 4bſolom's Genera), he bid them C 
jet him know that he was his near Relation, and autho- a 
tized them to give him Aſſurauce that he would make | 
bim ti) Captain-General of his Forces in che Room of 


oab. 
7 Davis, being glad of the Return of the People's A. 
feQion to him, carried it ſo obligingly to all, that even 
_ the Men of Judab melted, and unanimouſly petition'd the 
to return with all his Family, and came to Gilga/ 
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—̃— Acts lecke nimſelf very mach io 
n mo- David's Eſteem and Favour; as in 
_ of his the Murder of Abner formerly in cool 
of che Blood; killing 


Book YI. & rhe, Holy Bible, 3 
ber came that impudent Rebel Shimei, who. before had 
curſed the King, to his Face, and threw himſelf at his 
Feet, begging. Pardon ; whieh the King, anwilling to 
ecliple the publick Joy by puniſhing any, one, readily 
granted, giving him not only his Royal Word, but an Oath 
to allure him of his Life. Among thoſe that. came to 
congratulate the King upon his Return was the perfidioys 
Ziba, attended with his fifteen Sons and twenty Servants, 
to wait upon David, and conduct him home. As for 
Mephibojbeth he tarried at Jeruſulem, where he had conti- 
nued mourning fer the King's Abſence, and being lame 
he was forced to wait there till the King came; for Ziba 
had again impoſed upon his innocent Maſter, who had 
order'd him to ſaddle his Aſs, that he might go to meet 
the King, but he failed him. Upon which Mepbibo- 
ſheth complained to David when he asked him why he 
did not go with him when he left Jeruſalem : But tho? 
he -atiffed himſelf from the Calumny of Ziba, and the 
King admitted of his Excuſe, yet he too credulouſly in- 
clined to favour the falle Ziba, making him a Partner 
| with his Maſter. Lo which unjuſt Sentence Mephiboſheth 
| cheerfully ſubmitted, ſaying, © Let him take h ſince I 
| am ſo happy to ſee my Lord the King return in Peace 
* again to his Houſe. | „ 
Good old Barzillai hearing that the King was upon his 
Return to Jeruſalem, tho loaded with Years, would come 
and pay bis Duty to him, and ſee him over the Jordan. Then 
offering to take his Leave of him, the King, in Recom- 
pence of his former Services, invited him to 55 with him 
to Jeruſalem, and ſpend the reſt of his Days there; Which 
Barzillai modeſtly declining, told the King that he was 
now, by reaſon of his great Age, paſt the Pleaſures of a 
Court, and therefore defir'd that he might retire to his 
own Eſtate, and ſpend the reſt of his Life in Quiet: But 
if his Majeſty pleaſed to beſtow. any Favour on his Son 
Chimbam, it would be the ſame Obligation to him. The 
King conſents, and kiſſing Barzullai diſmiſſed him. 
At this Time a Quarrel N d between the Men of 
Hrael and the Men of Judah, the former thinking the 
W eh 
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later Bad tob great a Share of the King's Fayour: Which 
Mifunderſtanding was ſoon improved by 4 ſeditious Fel- 
low, Hamed Sheba, of the Tribe of Benjamin, who from 
'hefite took Occaſion to proclaim, “ We have no Part in 


David, neither have we any Inheritance in the Son of 


74e: Every Man to his Tents, O {frael,” Upon 
which thoſe Malecontents of 1ſ-ae/ deſerted David, and 
followed She. But the Men of Judah perſiſted in their 
Loyalty, and conducted him to Jeruſalem; where cal- 
ling for Amaſa, he commanded him to get the Army to- 
gether in three Days, and give him an Account. But 
, Amaſa exceeding the Time, David, to prevent any Mit- 
carriage his Delay might occaſion, ordered Abijhai with 
what Men he could get together at ſo ſhort Warning to 
perſue after Sheba, and attack him, if he could, before he 
ſhould get into any Place of Strength. Abiſbai takes his 
Brother Joab and the Men under his Command with him, 
and when they were come to the Stone of Gibeon, Amaſa 
with the Army joined them, and took upon him the 
Command. This fo ſower'd Joal, who was very mali- 
cious and reyengeful, that he reſolves Toon to put an End 
to (n) Amaſa's Command and his Life too. Which he 
ſoon perform'd: For girding his Sword over his Armour 
very careleſly, but deſignedly, his Sword dropp'd out of 
the Seabbard. This be cauſed to happen as he was 
nr DEE of Amaſa, whom he was going to mect, and 
ketpittz the- Sword drawn in his Hand, he went on to 
ſalute maſa with all ſeeming Friendlineſs; but as ſoon as 
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— (m) "z1maſa's. * Toab, who was na-  Servante, and that ng but Me- 
iturally af 4 proud and rebengeful rit ſhould be the Ground of their 
Spirit, could not bear, to ſee himſelt Promotions. And from Amaſas Fate 
Tuperſeded in his Command, and by let Rebels learn to ſhun the Reward 
one that had lately headed! a rebel- of their Treaſon; for though David 
lious Army. againſt the King, (tho' had 2 and promoted him to 


it is moſt likely his own Revenge the chief Command of the Army, 
Reaſon, 


Was the cher Motive that pat him yet he did it fora politick 


u 4.) which andoubt. which did not in rhe Eye of Gcd 
e pc bats Oh. of this xragital diſcharge” Amaſas Cote who as 
Eid of Anna, From hence there- doubly a Rebel, and deſervel 


"ought to be in removing their King and Uncle. 


5 e buche may learn how cautious 45 tor flying in the Face of his 
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he came within. Reach ef him,: he took himhy pe Ber, 
and run him through, the Body; -upan, whis ane 
dropp d down dead, o Mels coming oxt af che W. qund. 


ie Help le. 267 1 


Joab left — in-his Blood, and with Abiſhai 


perſued Sheba, leaving a Servant by anche wolken $0 


Aten he People to follow: him. he | Yiu alidW 


hee not ſufficięnto to 4g 
- himſelf! pęrfued, he, with his little Army; get h into 


heb in his F light had/garhered, fom emal F reg, hut 
\the King's, Armes and finding 


| () Abel Where al be eged; dens gene battering the 


Wall go make a — * Waman of gfekbcden 
Wiſdom, fearing that Jaab would carry Ahe 12 5 by 

Storm, calling to the Behegers from the Wall, geſired to 
ſpeak Wh the General, Joa came within Hearing, 
and the Woman handſomely: | addreſled\ hex #1669, him, 
putting chim in Mind, I bat by a long (Pre ſcription of 


— 


e. and 


= it had been a Cuſtom drawn, from!the (v) Lam of 
0 offer Peace When they came belors. ;a, Town; 


9 he had neglected, and indeavour d to ta ze the 


Town, *thpugh)the People had never offended, but. were 


peaceahle Loyal Subjects to the King. Joa was ſtartled at 


this, and told her he meant the People no harm; but that 
they hajbour a: Rebel, one Sheba, whom he demanded ; 
andi if, they would deliver kim up, he would be gone. 


Upon this che Inhabitants meeting together, agreed to 
cut off Sheba's Head, and calt it over the Wall, - which 


they did; and Joab ſounding a Retreat, retired to Jeru- 
ſalem. = 
Theſs two'Rebelliotis: beitiy thus quieted, David re- 
forms his Court: 75 is again nnd rs 
Benaiui Captain of the'Guirds, Adoram Treaſurer, | 
boſaphat Recorder, Sheva Secretary of State, Zadob XI 


Abiathar Prieſts, and "608, Bu, a Jairite, was: Print} | 
Favourite to the King. "David had an Am of TE 


Front ee Ms; ig. did" Puty, in Proportign 2 


NY „ eniRa „ 219” ht 16 every 
— 1 — — —— OR Lend dah Sw (185 — — 2 — 


e Cin in che Trike of of e Gilad, 
2 > called for Diſtinfiort.Sake 1 Chron. Ts 1662 $8 4 Nt "$2 * 
or the my -< ) Law. Sec Deut. 70. 100 — 


from Maachab, che 
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every Mrortb, and were relieved by the ſucceeding part, 
till it came to their Für again, which was once a Year. 
This was in Time of Peace; but in Time of War they 
were to be all in Readineſs to ſerve, a8 Occafion ſhoul 
p requite;\\ 49 308Y 1 

While David had War with ahe PholiBimes; h 5 
1 y in campin in che Valley of Repbaim, betwixt 
-Davidbs Camp and Bethlehem, 1 where the Philiſtines 
had a G „ David, being very thirfty, {longed for 

Wer out of the Well that Was by the Gate of Ber- 


"Jebem, and faid, *« O that ſome Body would give me of 


& that Water to drink. Three of David's chief Cap- 
rains heating this broke through the Philiftines: Camp, 
and ring Water out of the Well of Berhlebem, they 
drought it t6 David, who, when he heard with what 


; Hazard it had been putchaſed, would not rn it, but 


offered it to the Lore. 
Towards the End of — Reign there hap 
rere Famine, which laſted for three Vears. 


da 
lon 


* Contitiuance bf this Famine gave David' Occaſion to thi 


it did not proceed from any common ' Cauſe; but from 
che immediate Hand of God. And therefore inquirin 
of the Lord for what Reaſon the Land was viſited ' with 
this Plague, the Lord anſwered, © It was for the Sin of 
9 FE and his bloody Howſe, becauſe Ro TOW! the ) Gi- 


. " beomites." 


5 


eto Oath, 
ved their Lives. 


. 


Ot their © Order and. 4 „which they 
Names y that Means fa 


00 A 


E tp Bent ae bard ſee fd though this lers League was frau- 
e ike wiſe of the — dulentiy o yet re ſworn 
2581 the Tribes, — to before the and it could not be vio- 
Captains, and moſt renowned lated. And therefore Joſts and the 
5 brief Account of — Princes of Iſrael, t h they other- 

2 of their 8 Exploits in in wiſe * the by _— or de- 
11 82 nor. of the | — Com Ez y wh hem wn 


hes Giles 1 — the Remains touch them. Neither was this 


.of the Anita, Who, Jallmg's. Iecague. violared Admini- . 
—_— Poſſeſſon of che promiſed ation of the Jud es that ſucceeded 


him and his Jane foraboverh e hundred Ye 
*Councellors a and Lunn drew Saut's Time, . 2 
de Palla into 2 League with dir Zeal dr the, 8 of + 
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him, they ſent him Word that they expe&ed ſeven Per- 
ſons of the Race of Saul to be delivered to chem, that 


had been made. 
Of all the Enemies 


to injoy ſome Quiet at the End of his Reign, is attacked 
by the Philiſtines, and bis People were forced to fight 
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and Judah ſlew the poor Gibeonites ; forty Years after 

though when, where, how, or why, 72425 ſuffered u ane⁊ 

this Slaughter was committed, is not - for the Sins of Manaſſah their King, 
rticularly ſer down in Scripture, 2 Ki | 

o far a8 1 can find. Nor was this a.. 

gener Slaughter: For David h 

A ourſe to 


Mana th was dead 


2 King 

| Text in 
urſe to {ome Gibeomtes to offer by 

them Satisfaction; which ſhews hey | 
ined a People, But Saul by kil- 


e Ou for 
opon l. d in.» general 4 
Uf 


For even loms ſometimes 
for the Tran 8 of Kings: 
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have been, kill'a by a a 7 7 whom Abiſhai flew juſt | 
as he was going to run David through.” After which 
David. went no more into the Army ; and the other three 
Battles, were Pay remarkable for the killing of four Men. 
of Arapha of a. gigantick Statu e. Upon their Death 
the Philiſtines probably were diſcouraged, or weaken'd, 
for r there, was 1 more Adio een etween che two Nations 
during, the 090 of. .Dgid's A OY 
And Bow avid being at Tale in ROOT Senfe 
of Gods gracious. Favour in th 4 many Detiverances he 
had be towed on him, comp poſet that excellent Song of 
nowledgments * T Sch and Praiſes, which 
makes the elghteenth Plalm. ſtill as the Mercies of 
the Lord zneregſed to Iſrael, they: advanced in Impiety and 


Ingratitude,: and their King became the Occafion of their” of 
20 e d Who being (J moved by a vain Curioſity to | 
Know che Strength of the Kingdom, commai;ded his Ge. b 
nerals to go through all the Tribes, and number the Peo- 6 

ple. 122 ſaw the Snare, and indeavoured to diſſuade 
the PBs. aud in 2 more humble and *modeft Manner L 


than uſt wit him, Argued” how unneceſſaty 7 Thing it 
Was at 9257 Time, when all the 7 an wits his, and 
g read to obey bim. Joab in this was feconded by the reſt : 
9 20 Commanders; but to no Purpoſe, David Was ob- | 
iaarch, b ent upon it, and would be obey'd.” 14 : 
x Foal LP the reſt having ſpent above nine Months i in f 
traverſing the Country, return to Jeruſalum, and bring a 
Lit of (t) eight — — * of Iſrael fit to | 
yt REF hes buy 
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(s) Moved, | bats and Atheiſts, Dea of Aer thouſand of the | 
without Regard to the Error of mne People, who died of the Peſtilence 
Tranſlators, take Occaſion from this or that Occafion and though it is 
Text, 2 Jam. 24. l. to. rofane the. expreſly ſaid, 1e 21.1. that ir 
Seriprares, and .make the, im: was the. Devil that moved" David to 
mediate Aurhor of Evil. Our Tran: that Action. We muſt therefbre tran- 


ſlation That God wgre Dai ſlate 2 Sam. 24 1. with Ca — Foo b 
to, aſp 725 I &, though; God form to the "Ori inal; 1. 
in tharvery Place, {hag 7 + er” ri Lord continued to Wow fg ainft 1 

was kindle f Ie 824 Ge pb rael, fe to Noah Was more to By," 


Account,; abe gh nd number che Leo 
could not . e dar n we" ® ih, Kc. The Neha oft this , 
um 


L 


bear Arms, and of five hundred, thouſand Men of. Judah, 
But this Numbring coſt David and his People dear; for. 
no ſooner was the Account given in, but David was ſen- 


Acknowledgment of his Sin, and a Deprecation of it; 
« I have ſinned greatly, ſays he, in what I have done: 
« Therefore I beſeech thee, O Lord, take away the Ini- 
« quity of thy Servant; for I have: done very fooliſhly.“ 
But now, wherein ſoever the (u] Weight of David's Sin 
lay, the Puniſhment was left to his own Choice; for God 
ſent the Prophet Gad to bid-him chooſe Famine, Peſti- 
lence, or War. The Choice was a Favour, . but fe as 
hard; which made David ſay to the Prophet, © Tam in. 
« a great Straight.” But knowing the Mercies of God. 
to be many and. great, he threw himſelf into the Hands 
of the Lord, — choſe the Peſtilence; which Imwediate>, 
ly invaded Iſrael, and in three Days Timegtkiere died of 
it ſeventy thouſand. The deſtroying Angel having ſcat- 
ter d the Plague through the Land, was going to ſmite - 
Jeruſalem with it; but David taking the Blame wholly 


upon himſelf, prayed to the Lord rather to -punifh him 


DSA 19% 
F 4 1 „ Ane 


— IP 'S 1 
Ales 1 r Dor 


* 


— n e 24 TY . kn 44M; 9 rr 77 5 1 2 
a 1 141 100 145 44 4 F 


Numbering of the People is differently firing to know, that he might" glory / 
related: For in 2 Sam. 24. 9. the Sum in the Number and Strength” of His 
18 is eight hundred thouſand va- . People, and his doing it Without any © 
ant Men that drew the Sword in Reaſon, but merely to grarify his 

Iſrael, and five hundred thouſand in own Pleaſure, he is ed by ſome 


Judah. Whereas in 1 Chron..21. 5. to have tranſgreſſed inner raffing the 8 


the Sum given in for Mael is eleven Lord's Tribute upon the People when” 
hundred ouſand, and for Judah but they were number'd, * #ccording” to 
four hundred three ſcore and ten thou- an expreſs Law, *Exvd, $65"; 13. 
ſand. So that this later Account has where it was provided, That when 
three hundred thouſand more than the People were number they ſhovid;: 
the former in 1ſrael, and thirty thou- every Man, from twenty Yeats old, 
{and leſs than the former in Judah. pay half a Sanctuary Shekel; (which? 
Bur it may be conſider'd that Joab, is, according to the Value of our 
through a. Diſlike of the Under- Money, fifteen Pence,)' as an Attone- 
taking, gave over numbering, and ment and Ranſom of their Lives; that 
left ir unfiniſhed, as appears from rates Plague come among 

1 Chron. 2.7. 24. Which might occa- them, Which Money way td be ap- 

ſion the different Accounts, brought propriared to the Ser hie of che Ta- 

in by ſome more fully, and by others bernacle of che Congeegation. Bur 


more ſparingly... - others are of Opitiion, that this Tu 


(v) Weight. The Nature of Da- was not to be raiſed upom every: 


vid's Sin is not particularly ſer don. Numbering of the People. 72250 1 145 


But beſides his Preſumptian in de „6. 
| 2 A097 gd Halfmann mag 


| | . - . . > „ £2 
ſible of his Error, which immediately brought him to an 
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and his Family, chan further afflict the People: Upon 
which God commandgd the Angel to deſiſt; Who recei- 
ving this Countermand ſtood between the Earth and Hea- 
yen, by the Threſhing-Floor of Araunah' the Jebufite, 
and Alpatebes the Prophet Cad to Davj id, to command 
him to. build an Altar in Araunih's Threſhing - Floor 
As David was going thither Araunah came out to meet 
him, and hearing his Buſineſs complimented him with the 
Offer of the he i - 74904 and the Utenſils belonging 
' po. it,, with the (w) Oxen for the Burnt-Offering: But 
be King refuſed his kind Offer, declaring he would not 
make an Offering to God of that which "Sn him ridthing: 
Therefore Araunah fetting the Price, David gave him 
for the Threſhing-Floor and the Oxen (x) fifty Shekels 
of Silver; and building an Altar there he offer d Burnt - 
PIP: and Teace- Offerings, and called upon the Lord, 


Wan 


r ** . 


Tis 


(w' 82 It may be inquired the Gan, Fe the Wheels, with 

| What Rate the ſuch other Implements as were neceſ- 
rp Threſhing-Floor. fary to faſten the Oxen to the 
oo 1 1 , That the An Wheels, wwe, afford much more 
cients uſed Gren for the Treadin ing Wood for the Burnt-Offerings 'than 
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= Threſhing of their Grain ; many Fails could do. 
— with the Oxen dfewa *(x) Fifty. Interpreters are v 
el oyer 1708 1 085 the Floor, * puzzled to reconcile 2 Sam. 2 


17 Te, os Os Corn was N out. where i ir is ſaid, That David 
Oxen Wack kan for this boug 405 t he N - Floor and the 

| Law, which 2 55 fp fory $ Silver, with 
22 pe Me they hald not that of Fer. on. 21. 25. Where it is 
Le or when he trod our the | ſaid, David gave Araunah for the 
Deut. 25. 4. which the * Place A hundred Shekels of Gola 

e repeats. to another Purpoſe, by Vi on, Some think that the 
1 Cop. 9.9. Nog that they uſed. to Threſhing-Floof and Oxen only are 
t out the Corn by tur ring iT meant by the Author of, the Book of 

t 2 5 et Jaiah Samuel; bur tffat in that of the 
tells us, Ch. 2 7 27, 17 where be Chronicles we are to- underſtand all 


Nays, The Firches are not threſbed with the Land and Houſes thereabout that 
's. threſhing Inſtrument, neit bar it the did belong to Aratmah. But this 
Cart Wheel turned about upon the Hum. doth not pleaſe others, who are 
mins implying that * Cart- Wheel Opinion, that that which cave Occs. 
was turned t. ppon the Grain. lion to this Contraqiction in the Ver- 
Which Colbow is- though 525 ſome ſions was, that the Tranſlators qid 
* he i Ring 26. nor conlider that the Hebrew Words 

is faid 15 4 which they 1 Silver and 
hoy ringing the Wheel. Weight, do alſo. often ie Vine Money 
— 1 e 1 re thin 3 2 in 05 and 1 of any 
ments alſo mention'd here au- Piece. 


yah, comprehending t the Yokes of 


. 
2 


Courſe: of Birth next to Abſalons} thinks his Fathey 
afpires to che Crow befbre:his! 


all the Men of Judah, 3 Nat ham the Prophet, 
nai uli Captain of the Guards, andetrhe Offers of; che. 


who' anſwered him un from Heaven upon, then 
which God: was appeaſed, and the Plague denfehud? 
Now Druid begins to ſink under the Weighe cob! | 
Years; - and his natural Heat being almoſb exringiſhe@,s 
they ars forced to ſupply that Defect hy artificial Marmitiha/ 


But that failing, they try another Expedisnt, Anil piu py 


vide a young Virgin to lie: with him; thinking 


by'ther - 


Means to communicate a more natural Heut to * than? 


that of wam Clothing This Sor [a While might. help 


him; though David was ſo weak that he had no carnal; 


Knowledge of his Bedfellow; whoſe:Nitme: was Abqþ 064, x 
Ado mah, who was the King's eldeſt Som, 2 rc 


too longꝭ and/ambitivuſly a 
Time: He was a Prince of beautiful Form, admir'd byall; 
and fo indulg d by his Father that he never:contradified: 


him in any Thing. Theſe Advantages and his own nat} - 


ral Popularity puſhed him ow to his dwn Ruin) amd dhe 
Diſquiet of his ahve.” His Brother A6ſo/om's Fate mighe! 
have been a Warning to him: But Ambition id nd 
and deaf to all Admonition;- for. be imitates him i hit 


Equipage, providing bimfelf with Chariots, Hor ferm 
and à Guard of fifty Footmen, as Aſolom had dons. In- 
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order to the carrying on his ambitious Deſign he cenfults 


Joab and Abiathar, whom he gain d to his Intereſt, and 
who ""— 'd him in his Rebellion, adwifing Bm e 
make a pub 

with bim as he could by that * Method. — 
ingly he invited all the King's Sons, eee 


Army, who, with Zadok the other rgh Prot, Mete not 
for him.) The Defign was, that wheh they:Hadcifealted 


well, and made the People CET proclaim 
Adowij ah King. 15 3 FD 0 


2 the Prophet having Notice ofthis Conſpiracy 


acefiaimgd Burhiheba with it, and adviſed her fü hat, 


own and her Son Solomon's Security to communicate id 


the King, and claim his Promiſe of Solomgy's Succeſſion to 
4 : "HR the 


ick Entertainment; to get as matiy 1 e 
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the Crown, which he gave her upon Oath. +Bath/beba: 
thus inſtructed, went to the King, and having acquainted. 

him with Adonijah s Proceedings, deſired him to nominate 
a. Succeſſor according to his Oath. Whilſt ſhe was talking 
with the King Nathan. came in, and confirmed what ſhe 
ſaid. Then David calling for Bathſbela, who had with- 
drawn pon Nathan s coming m, he deglated Solomon his 
Succeſlor; and ſending for Zadok: and Benaiah, he com- 
_—_— them all to mount Salomon on the Mule, himſelf 
to ride on, and to conduct him to Gihon, where Na- 
than and Zadok ſhould; anoint him King and tben to 
ſound: the Trumpet, and ſay, «< God-fave King Solomon.” 
After this to bring him back to ſit: on the Throne, that 
he might ceign over Iſarl and Judah. This was imme- 
diately perform'd, the People of Jeruſalem approving: of 
the Choice by their loud Shouts and Acclamations of 


nab ad his Party N this Time done feaſt- 
ing at Eurogel, they were (Juſt upon the Point of pro- 
claiming him King when they were ſurprized with the 
Sound of the Trumpet, and the Shouts of the People 
that attended Solomon. And while Joab was conſidering 
what ſhould be the Meaning of this Noiſe, in came Jona- 
hau, the Son of Abiathar, and told them that David 
had mate Solomon King, and that he had confirmed the 
Succeſſion to him in the Preſence of the Court. This fo. 
ſtartled Adom jah and his Gueſts, that they roſe; up in 


4 Fright, and fled to ſhift for themſelves, Adonijah fled; 
to the Altar for Refuge, where he remain'd till he had an 
Aſſurance from Solomon that he would not put him to 
Death. Solomon promiſed him his Life; but aſſured him 
that if he ever attempted any Thing againſt him for the 
| future he ſhould die. Upon this Adonijah quitted tha 
1 Altar. and was conducted to the King's Preſence, where 
ll bowing himſelf to Solomon in Token of Thankfulneſs for 
be lite, and Acknowledgment of his Sovereignty, be was 
| diſmiſſed, and permitted to go to hi Houſe without Re- 
| 4 ſtraint. Sh | 7 1 2 2 * WAY 1 48 acts | 11 | 
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Book VI. e rhe Holy Bible. wy © 
Davill now ſenſibly finding his Strength decay, orded 
alb rhe Princes of Hruel, and Officers of his Court uιτt 
Army tobe aſſembled, whom he acquainted with his Bes 
ſign of building a Temple, and that he had: prewſded 
Materials for the Work; but that God had förbidden himg 
and appointed Solomon whom he had choſem King gb 
undertake and finiſh it. Then exhortisg them all, a 
particularly his Son, to ſerve God, he gave Solomon dhe 
Model of the Temple, with all the Apartments and Of. 
tices, as he had received it by the Splrit: Likewiſe the 
Courſes of Attendance of the Prieſts and Levites, and che 
Manner of the Veſſels and Utenſils of Service inthe 
Houle of the Lord. Thes he deliver d to him by Weges 
the Gold and Silver which he had been long gathering 
and appropriated to this Uſe, with particular Hirectioh 
how to apply it. And incouraging Solomon to gd gn 
chearfully, he told him God would aſſiſt him in this great 
Work, and xhat all the Princes and People would be at 
his Command: To whom upon that 'Account he-addrefs 
ſed himſelf, wijſhing- them to confider that Slomon Rig 
Son, whoin the Lord had chofen to that Work, was bur) 
young and tender and the Work was great ; for the Houſe 
which he was to build was not for Man, hut for thehond 
God. Then acquainting' them that beſides the Materials! 
of Metal, Wood, and Stone, he had given of his ioA- 
proper Goods (y) three thouſand Talents of Gold, and 
(2) ſeven. thouſand Talents of refined Silver, he. inxited. 
the People to a voluntary Contribution; who very, rea- 
dily offered for the / Service of God ( five: thouſand Ta 
lents of Gold, and %) ten thouſand Piecks, and ( ten, 
thouſand Talents of, Silver, and eighteen thouſand Talents 
of Braſs, and one hundred thouſand Talents of Iron, be- 
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% Three, &c. Which athourit to and five Hundred thouſand Pon. 


thirteen Millions, and five hundred (6) Ten, &c. Thar is, Ten thou 


thouſand Pounds. ſand Drachma's, which, at fifteen 


(*** Fey, &c. Which amount to. Shillingsx-piece, come to ſeven thou, 
two” M lions, fix handred twenty, {and and fe hundred Po f * 2 
and five thbi{fand Pounds. (e) &c, Which abt 1 


(5) Hvs, Kc. Five thoufand Talents three” Million, ſcven hundred add 
com to twWO and twenty Millions, fifty thouſand Pounds. 
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hin in his Diſcretion to * N l on him: 


_ his expreſs 
- ſpeaking ſo boldly to him after- ud — upon Saul and his Houſe, 
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files, precious Stones. All which: they offered freely; 
which ſo pleaſed David, that he in's holy Rapture ſung 
2 Hymn of Praiſes; and Prayer to the Lord before. all - 
— People. Which having ended, be exhorted them to 
bleſs the Lord their God; which they did, bowing their 
Heads, and worſhipping the Lord, and then did Reve- 
rence to the King. 
The next Day they offer'd 2 oradigieus Sacrifice to the Th 
Lund, 9 of a thouſand Bullocks, a — Ifri 
Rams, a thouſand Lambs, with their Drink-Offering ſale 
feaſting and making publick Rejoicings before the + riec 
In the Midſt of which Feſtivity they a ſecond Time pro- Je 
dadimed Solomon King, andointing him to be their Gover- 
nour, and Zadok to be Chief Prieſt. Then Solomon fat 
on the Throne of the Lord as (4) King, all 1frael obey- 
ing him. And now David finding his End approach- 
be called for his Son Solomon, and gave him his laſt 
e, which was to be ſteady in his Duty to God; 
ending to ſome particular Affairs relating to the 
= he obliged him to do juſtice on Joab, Who had 
O treated him ill, and treachetouſiy murdered the two 
Generals Abner and Amaſa in cold Blood. Then reflect- 
ing upon the impudent Profaneneſs of Shimei in curſing 
bim when he was on his Way to Mahaxaim, he charged 


Dr. 1" 


i 


* 
( F — j 
— aA 1 r ti Sa... io —_— FW WW * of ECT Sp 
—_—— 


N 


4 25 Thar is, 28 Co. Laa Sud 28 againſt David; for 
r during the ſhorr Remain- s Law was expreſs, Exod. 22.28, 

of his Father's Life; for ir does Thou, ſhalt not curſe the Ruler of thy | 
appear that David reſigned his People. Now David was. not onl 
Setpter rill he reſfign'd his Breath. the Ruler of the People, but God's 
(e Treated him, &c. Probably re- n Kin 55 of his immediate 
fe to His killing Alſolom con- Choice, whom he had raiſed up to 
ommand, and fight his Battles, and to execute his 


Wards. s Diſobedicace. This Shumei 
Fengeance. This Direction of bw. and therefore in railing. at 


( 5 ) 
id to his Son Selomon concerning and apd curſing Davie, ,calfioghun bloody 
9 i mei N to ſome ſeem too ere, hat with particular Re. 
geen before, upon Shimei 3 hy to the Blood of Saul's Houſe, 
granted him his Life. 2 Farm. te he blaſphemed God, 


7 not p SS e lo, if we conſi- the Kingdom from 
&; at Shime''s O © was "yp WR, Saul, and given it to David.; And 
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alem, died at the 
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But in grateſul Remembrance of good Nilas Service 
in furniſhing him with Proviſions when, he was in Diſtreſs, 
he charged Solomon to be Rind to his Sens, e 
eat at his Table, Having ended his Advice 40 bish 
he prayed to God for him in which (g) Frayet he made 
2 Kind of Propbetick Declaration of the flouriſhing Giteat- | 
neſs, Proſperity, Peace, _ Juſtice, of Solouwns 
Thus this great Prince, having reigned forty Verb oder 
Ifrael,, even in Hebron, and * thirty in 
of ſeventy and à half, and 
ried in that Part af the Gity which he had taken en 
Jebuſites, from him called the City of David. * 
— being dead, (b) Solon is im Eds 
ble Poſſeſſion of his Father's Kingdom. Hut he 
had not been long ſeated on the Throne before an unbap- 
y Occaſion offer d, which put him upem taking 
— Adonizab, who, whether. with a Deſigu tb ſtir 
up new Troubles, as was ſuſpected, (for he had in his 
Father's Life · time aſpir d to the Crown, ) or Whether on- 
ly aka with the Charms of Aliſbag, the beautiful Shu- 
namite, his Father g Concubinary Wife, but untouch db 7 
him, applied hunſelf w Bathhbeba, the Queen - Mother, 
to prevail with the King to give him Abiſbag td Wife. 
The Queen promiſed him hier beſt Indeavours, and went 
ene to o the Nn &y who NE TT. 
. AW 


1520 07 wide 
DA The 10, T1 511 Wo anPp c 


althou i Gai was pleased to give Chriſt. It tales up be Per ar tle - 
Davi 3 ſhew, N Con- . cropd idm; 9 2 | 
deſcenſion 11 in cl hut, K it Mo rhe 


Shimei's per Prayer or Pl — David u 
2 « ay yet he — not ſo 
— rh aint himſelf, And 

ſtirred up David but 
— — _ — to his Son 
and Succeſſor Solomon; and gave So- ſome Time e 
limo Wiſdom ſo to: adjuſt The Pu- Age of his Son Rebobvam: For Rehbo- 
niſhmenr,: that Shime/ might have boar was one and Years old, 
eſcaped. the ſevereſt Part of it, if he to 
had not br t it upon himſelf by a rei y after 


— 
new Tratiſg in nnen his Father's Death, who reigned but 
| iA N 2 9 2 2 So that 

(#) Prayer.'. This rf moieties & d when 
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Refpedts v was typical of Þ the Reign of . 
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- an uneꝝ pected Requeſt, and ſaſpeRing that (i): Ad6nijah, 
Abiat har, and Jo, were i in a new Conf. (piracy 
-agiinſd! him, ,:hecrefolves upon” Azonyah's Death, ati 
ends Benaiuh, the Captain bf iI Guards, to { diſpatch 
Shim. And to (ſecure himſelf rot the other two, he bi. 
— Abiarbar into his oumn Cobntt ys forbidding him to 
e ſe the Erieſtly Functions Ju hearing this wa 
ſenſible of approaching Vengeance;itherefore hoping' for 
— from the Holineſs -of. the Place, he took San- 
in the Tabernacle of the Lord at the Fobt of 'the 
Altar, and refuſing to come out at the King's Command, 
Benaiah was ordered to kill him (Y there. Aliathur 
being removed from the Office of fligh Prieſt, Zadol 
-ſucceeds him, as Penaiah did Ares in the Command of 
che Army. anon les g. 20 2 
Shumei bad Reaſon to 8 foms ſevere Pimiſhinent 
conſidering theſe: Proceedings againſt the Faction; and 
when Solomon {ent for him, he might well conclude it 
was to receive Sentence: But to his great Surprize his 
Doom was changed into a Lenity beyond kis Deſert j for 
he was only made a Priſoner” at-large in Jeruſalem, for 
which with great Joy he thariked the King, and retired 
to his Houſe. . Three Years he kept with'n the Bounds 
of his Continement, but at laſt he tranſgreſſed; for goin 
after ſome Slaves of his that were fled to Achiſb King of 
Cath, Solomon had Notice of it, and upon his Return 
put him to Death. . | 
The Heads of the Faction thus removed; © Solomon 
— Jooking on himſelf more ſafe, aſſembled all his Officers 
and Chick of tral,” and with them went to the f 7) High- 
Place that Was ar Gibeon, where he offered, 4 Bere 
K Gut TY f- 
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(i) * jah. See 1 Kings 2. 22. eee, * U Ark of God from 
1005 There, - Belides Joab's Treaſon 2 22 im to Jeruſalemii where he 
ind ſiding — Adonij ah. he Was a —— on it 3 yet the 
—— guilry of Murder in tbe pre Tabernacle of rhe Congregation, of 
meditated Aſſaſfnations or Abner and God, which Alaſes the Servant of the 
Ania; ſor which it Was lawful to Lord hid made in the Wilderneſs, 
Rahe the. Muderer fom God's Altar, and the brazen Altar — Bet ale 
ant lay him Exo a t IJ... rr ſtill at Cibeuu. 
(1) Hgb-Place. - Thoughs Dou '0 , 242 o (12! 742 , DN 
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Solomons wiſe judgment. 
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Book VI. uf he Holy Bible. ofy 
Burnt- Offerings ups "the brazen Altar before thebLord; 
with which the Lord was ſo pleaſed: tee hedapibaradich 
Solomon in a Dream that Night, and: bid him ast hat 
he ſhould give him. dee Solomon, ha ing firſt 
recognized the Bleſſings Cod had beſtowed! onhisiba- | 
ther David, Wirth pes Humility depreciating chi own 
Ability te g6vern"ſu- great 2 Nation begged of 
Knowledge and Wiſdom to inable him to. d lb 
great a Yr This Requeſt 'ofiiSofombu's! fo. pleaſediithe 
Lord, that, "beſides his/Petitioh for Wildom, he bold him 
he ſhould exceed all the Kings before or after him im RO 
Pomp and Magnificenee, aſſuring him at the alu Tue, 
That if he woufdobſer ve his Commands he would die- 
ſides the vaſt Accumulations of Wealth -and/Honming:be- 
tow the additional Bleſſing of Length of Dayton 
them. Solomon awaking from his Sleep owas' ſenifibler that 
he had had a Viſion; and going to Jeruſalem he pb entf. 
ed himſelf beſore the Ark of che Covenant, and zoffered 
Peace-Offerings before the Ling, and/ fealted!alÞBis!8ep- 
vants. nt off  bounitnos 2d; 
It was not long e er an Opportunity offoted for. 
Hlomon to exerciſe his Wiſdom; Which was thus: 
Two Women living by chemſelves ini the ſame Hbouſe, 
had been each of them deliver'd of a Child, ànd on⁹ 
them had over-laid' her Chid. Shelwcho found the dead 
Child in the Bed accuſed the other that ſhe had taten 
away her living: Child, and: left the dead 6ne'/iv theBlace 
of ie. The' other perlſted in ite chat he nue Cuche 
hers”: Solotiou, to find out the true Mother of the Jiving 
Child, commanded iti to be cut in two, and! ro: give:une 
half to each of them. The Morherof the cog hehe 
this, begged the King to give the Child to the pretend 
Mother, rather than kill it: But the other cried, © Let it 
« he neither thine nor mine, but let it Be divided.“ "By 


this Solomon diſcovered the true Mother and ordeged the 8 


living Infant tö be ven to ber ie en 


Compaſſion ſuſicieatly "demonſtrated her to be. ſon r 
wiſe Determination en hee great Reverence: an 
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frei fo far, that People came from all Parts to conſult 


Bool VI 


chim. But beſides his admirable Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 
und tlie accurate and exact -Oeconomy of his Family, he 
ge ſother Inſtances, of his Wiſdom in his Works; for he 
ed three thouſand (n) Proverbs, a thouſand and 
dive Poems, and ſeveral ;T reatiſes of natural Philoſophy. . 
emen had now began to * (u) Alliances with his 
Nei taking the King of Egypt's Daughter to 
Wife; whom he brought into agen Gitadel, which David 
haf built on the Topf Mount Sion, till he had, erected 


inet only his Own Houſe, but the Houſe of the Lord, and 


che Wall round the City; but aſterwards he built an 
Module ſſor his Queen. And now being at Leaſure, he re- 
nember'd the Charge his Father had given him about 
biin tbe Temple. And Hiram, King of Tyre, his 
Eather David's old Friend, having at this Lime ſent Am- 
rs to congratulate his Acceſſion to the Crown, he 
bewms his Compliment in another Ambaſſy; and deſiring 
abat:the ancient Amity between the two Crowns might 


be continued, he intreats him to furniſh him with Ser- 


mwantztoifell Timber, whom he will pay at a certain Price. 
iam :xover-joyed that ſo wiſe a Prince as Solomon ſuc- 
Saadet his old Friend David, ſends a very agreeable An- 
un back, aſſuring him of all the Aſſiſtance he could 

we sicher in the Performances of his Subjects, or any 
aut of his Country. Having received this Anſwer, 
aSalomon cauſed a Muſter to be made of all his Workmen 
zhatowere-Strangers, which amounted to a hundred fifty 
nge thouſand/ and fix hundred Men: He appointed ſe- 


. xenty thouſand of theſe to bear Burdens, eighty thou- 
| | + They Kinks; and the other three thouſand. fix 


9 1 hundred 
Tt: 19.4 -* 6D | 3 4 | | { 
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6 Preverbi. Moſt of theſe are have allowed it. 80 now, bag 


thov have heen joſt in che Cap- made Affinity with Vaphres, Kin 


pt, he took his Daughter to & 
N Solomon kad mar- | who; it is like ely, was a Proſelyte alſo, 
on gion ; 


ehe | becauſe it 12 eſent 7 
Ix 2 5 ma oc 9 . 3- 3. That So mon. hve hs 
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hundred to be Overſeers of the Work. - Beſides theſe 
raiſed thirty thouſand of his. own Peo _ whom he 
ta Lebanon to work with the King of Tyre's Men. And 
now all Things being in a Readineſs, on the — 5 
17 of the ſecond Month in the fourth Year of the. _ 
of King Solomon the Temple was begun in Mount (o) 
nab, and in his eleventh Year, in the ig hth Month, it 
was finiſh'd-in all Parts; ſo that it Was ſeven Years and 
ſix Months in building. And ſuch Care was taken in pre- 
paring the Materials before they were brought thither, 
that there was neither Hammer nor Ax, nor any Tool 
of Iron, heard in it, while it was in building. It was 
ſixty Cubits long, twenty broad, And thirty high. The 
Porch was twenty Cubits in Length, and renin in Teva 
running out before the Front of the Tem mY duit 
about it on the Out- ſide three Stories, hep of 
up to them. Beſides the Front-Gate there was = in the 
Rigbt-ſide. The Roof was raiſed five Cubits.' All the 
Timber-Work was of Cedar. The Walls were of ſquare 
Stone, wainſcotted with Cedar from the Top to the Bot- 
tom. The Sanctuary was ſeparated from the teſt of the 
Temple by:.a Cedar Skreen, ,adorn'd with ö 
which ſtood twenty Cubits from the End of the Sttü- 
cure. The Inſide of the Sanctuary was covered with = 
Plates of Gold, in the Midſt of which Rood the Ark: 
Solomon had ordered. two Cherobims of Gn 
be made, and cover'd with Gold, ten Cubits bigli, and | 
their Wings five Cubis long: They ſtood 
and ſtretched: out their Wings; one Wing of eac 
rubim touched the Wall, one on each Side, and 2 
two met in the Midſt of the Sanctuary, over the — 
There were two Doors to go. into the Sanctuary: The 
Porch Was adorn'd with a Braſs Pillar on each Side, cigh- 
teen Cubits high. In the Court he made a Urge _ 
oo ws G 2 
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« (6) Moriah. Foals & S | 


Temple was laid in this Place, where Abrahem| 
where the Lord had appeared L Da- Jace, Gm by 2 to E — 


vid; and in the v lace that — 
vid had cry 


had prepared in tlie I 


82 A'Compleat Hiſtoryß Book VI; 
Braſs'Baſ6n,.five Cubits high, and of ten Cubits Diame. 
ter, which ſtood upon twelve Oxen of Braſs, reſting on 
ten Baſes, each of which had four Wheels. This great 
Baſon was called a Sea: Beſides which there were ten 
Lavers of Braſs four Cubits high, each ſtanding on ten 
Baſes. The ſame Things were in the Temple as had 
been in the Tabernacle, the Ark with the Propitiatory, 
and the Altar of Frankincenſe in the Sanctuary. The 
Altar for Sacrifice which Slomon made was larger than 
the old one, twenty Cubits long, twenty broad, and ten 

/ high. The Table he made for the Shew-bread was of Gold; 
and inſtead of one Candleſtick he made five of Gold 
The Cenſers, all the Veſſels and Inſtruments for ſacrificing, 
were of Gold; the Kettles, Cauldrons and Baſons, of 
Braſs. All which Work was: made by a Tyrian Artiſt 
When the: Temple was finiſh'd, all the Elders of Iſrael, 
the Princes of the Tribes, and the Heads of the Families 
of the Children of Iſrael, aſſembled at Jeruſalem to con- 
vey the Ark of the Covenant into the Temple. The 
Prieſts and Levites (whoſe Charge it was) took up the 
Ark, with the Tabernacle and all the holy Veſſels, and 
bringing them to the Temple diſpoſed them in their re- 

ſpective Places. Then they with all the Officers ſinging 
a Hymn, with their Trumpets and other Muſical Inſtru- 
ments, the Cloud filled the Houſe of the Lord. Which 
Solomon obſerving, took occaſion from thence to infer, 
That the Lord had taken Poſſeſſion of the Place. Then 
turning his Face about he {p) pray'd for and bleſs d the 
People; after which addrefling himſelf. to the People, he 
exhorted them to be ſincere in their Duty to God, to walk 
in his Statutes, and keep his Commandments. Having 
finiſh'd his Prayer and Bleſſing, he, and all the People 
with bim, ofter'd Sacrifices before the Lord; and the Lord, 
to ſhew his Acceptance of Solomon's Prayer, ſent Fire 
from Heaven, which conſumed the Burnt-Offering and 
the Sacrifices. The Feaſt of the Dedication of the Tem- 
ple was kept {even Days ſucceſſively; during which Solo- 
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mon offer'd two and twenty thouſand Oxen, and a hun- 


Queen, which was (4) thirteen Years in dann beſides 
ſeveral other magnificent Edifices, and ſtately 


22* — 


which he excelled all the Kings of the Earth: For as they 
all ſought to Solomon for Inſtruction from his prudent Ad- 
miniſtration,” they came not empty-handed, paying him a 
yearly Tribute of Silver, Gold, Veſtments, Armour, Spices,” 
Horſes, Mules, & c. And among the many Royal Per- 
ſons, whom the Fame of his Wiſdom and Grandeur drew* | 
to his Court, the Queen of Sheba was one; who, having 
beard much of Solomon's Wiſdom, came to try his Skill in 
reſolving difficult Queſtions, attended with a very great 
Train; and having made a Royal Preſent to the Ring. 
ſhe conferred with him, and propoſed ſeveral Eni atical 
Queſtions to him, to which he gave her ſuch ſatisfactory 
Anſwers, that ſhe was amazed at the Profoundneſs of his 
Judgment. But when ſhe had view'd the Temple, _ i 

G 2 | the 


* — c ed. to. 8 
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Thirteen. This was longer in ing upon Thre is reckon'd by Treme/- 
ing than the Temple, becauſe law and Junius not a patt of the Holy . 
Salomon had all the Materials to pro- Land; and for that reaſon perhaps is 
vide for building his own Houſe, called Galilee of the Gentiles, Mor 
* ape 4 Be — for mo 15. * | * * 

1 of the Temple. ; s Promiſe. 1 Kings 3. 11. 
; G Galilee, This Country border- 3 
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the King's Palace, and conſider d the OEconomy of his 
Houſhold, ſhe was convinced that Fame had ſpoken truly; 
and breaking into Admiration and Praiſe ſhe (aid; © Hap- 
« py are thoſe that attend Thee, and continually hear 
ce thy Wiſdom : And blefled be the Lord thy God, who 
“ delighteth in Thee, to ſet Thee on the Throne of [| 
& rael : Becauſe the Lord loved Jſrael, to eſtabliſh them 
<« for ever, therefore did he make Thee King over them, 
& to do Judgment and Juſtice.” The Queen of Sheba 


putation, the ſixty Cors of Meal muſt 
malte three hundred thirty ſeven 
Buſhels, and four Gallous: Both 
| Flour arid Meal, five hundred 
and fr Buſhels, and tuo Gallons. 
(wv) Fowr t hound. Thro' a Miſtake 


erept into the Original by che Negli- 


in all but a thouſand and four hun- 
dred Chariots, 1 Kings 10. 26. and 
2 Chron. 1. 14. But this is altogether 
improbable, and contrary to the 
mon Cuſtom, which does nos allow 
ſeveral Stalls for one Horſe, but on 


gence of Tranſcribers, it is ſaid, Stall 


1 Kings 4. 26. chat Sohm had forty 


com- 


the contrary, ſeveral Horſes for one 


having thus gratify'd her Curioſity in converſing with the I rae 
wiſeſt of N 7 took her leave of Solomon, and returnd Co 
laden with a Royal Preſent, and fill'd with Admiration of Lo! 
his Wiſdom and Grandeur. And indeed the Magnif- W th 
cence of his Court, particularly of his Table, exceeded un 
all the Princes of the World before or ſince his time: For WW hu 
his daily Proviſion was thirty (t) Meaſures of fine Flour, ſoc 
and ſixty of Meal, ten Stall-fed Oxen, twenty Oxen out MW as 
of the Paſtures, an hundred Sheep, beſides Harts, Roe- W Joc 
bucks, Fallow-Deer, and fatted Fowl. In his Stables he of 
had (v) four thouſand Stalls for Horſes, Chariots in propor- 
tion, and twelve thouſand Horſemen. Add to theſe the {MW th 
great Plenty of Gold, which was ſo common, that Silver 
was of little Value; for not only the Veſſels of his Houſe 7 
were of Gold, but he made two hundred large Targets 
of Gold, and as many ſmall ones. He had an Ivory 
- Throne tl 
| 2 
„ ²⁰˙¹1 eb a 4 — tl 
(e) Meaſures. They are called in thouſand Stalls of Horſes for Cha- - 
our Margin Cors. And the Hebrew riots. For Zara relating the ſame 
2 computed by God wn in his Hiſtory mentions only four thouſand E 
Moſes and Amin. 1. 6. c.9.p 290. ro Stalls: And ſuppoſe that Solon hat 1 
contain five Buſhels and five Gallons, four Horſes to every Chariot, (tho 
the thirty Cory of fine Flour make an Chariots of War had commonly but 
hundred faxry eight 'Buſhels, and tix two) every Horſe mult at leaſt f 
Gallons. According to which Com- had three or four Stalls; he having 
| 
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Throne cover d with Gold, with ſix Steps, to go up to 
it, and on the ſides of it were twelve little Lions. In 
ſhort, no Prince's Reign was more peaceable, plentiful 
and happy, till he ungratefully neglected the Laws of 
God, upon the Performance of which the Promiſes of _ 
the Lord were conditionally founded. Theſe he violated 
by giving way to his looſe and ungovernable Paſſion ; wo A 
he not only gave himſelf up to the wanton Imbraces of 
many Women, but ſtrange Women; ſuch as were not = 
raelites By Nature or Profeſſion, but Strangers to the 
Covenant, being of Idolatrous Nations, with whom the 
Lord had expresſſy (u) prohibited Ifrael in general, and 
their King in particular, to contract Marriage. And ſo 
unbounded was his Luſt, that he had no leſs than ſeven 
hundred Wives, and three hundred Concubines, who 
ſoon depraved and ſeduced him to worſhip ſtrange Gods, - 
as (x) Aſhtaroth the Goddeſs of the Sidonians, (% Mo- 
loch the God of the Ammonites, and (z) Chamas the God 
of the Moabites. +» 8 
This Apoſtacy and Ingratitude of Solomon ſo provoked 
the Lord, that as a Punifhment for this his Sin he (a) de- 
| G 3 cClared 
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(w) 4 rohibited. See Deut. 17. 17. 

(x) Abtarot h. Fathers, and from 

em Commentators, differ very much 
3 1 and — to — 
this s is appropriated, 4. 
roth is, no IU Syrian Word, and 
_ Sheep, particularly Ewes, 
when their Dugs are turgid, and 
give Milk; and from the Fecundity 
of thoſe Creatures, which in Syria 
breed a long time, the Tyrians and 
Sidonians framed the Notion of a 
Deity , which they called 4ſtarte; 
and muſt, without diſpute, be the 


Venug of the Syrians; which Cicero, 
in his third Book De Natur Deorum, 
confirms, The fourth Goddeſs, faith 
he, is Venus, who was conceiv/d af 
Tyre, and is called Aſtarte. | 


(y) lach, The Word both i 
the” threw and Kbit ignifc 


King, and was the God of the 
— This Idol was a Rock ng 


rue made hollaw, into. which, fome - 
ſay, they pur their Children, and 


burat them; others, that they put 
the Children into the Arms of — 
Statue, and then ſer Fixe ra ar com- 
buſtible Matter within it. t be 
the manner of ſacriticing Children 
to this Idol how it will, it is certain 
they offer'd Children to him by Fire, 
2 Kings 23. 10, Jerem. 22. 35. Þſal. 


IOF. 37, 38. 97 X j 
(z) Ch . This was the God 


Bacchus. 
2) Declared. .Fromp bably the 
ALLY Abijah, who is oy he 


1 Kings 11. 29. Thus we ſee how 
dangerous Temptations ry 
and Plenty are ; bur above ail the ex- 
ceſſive Love of Women, which, as 2 


* 
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wiſe Man ſays, is inſuperaple, ben 


clared to him, he would: leave to his Son but one Tribe 
to govern; and to make him ſenſible of the Danger. of 
his Diſobedience, he raiſed up ſeveral Enemies to diſturb 
his Peace, which he injoy'd without Interruption ſo lo 


as he ſerv'd the Lord. The firſt was Hadad, of the 


Royal Blood of Edom, who having fled from Joab, when 
he ravagd the Country, and put the Male Children to 
Death, 28 to Pharaoh King of Egypt, and married 
his Siſter Taphneh, returning into his own Country after 
the Death of David, from whence he gave Iſnel great 
and frequent Diſturbances. Beſides Hadad, God ſtirred 
up another Enemy to Slomon in the Perſon of Rezon the 
Son of Eliadabh; who, flying from his Lord Hadadezor 
King of Zobah, had gather'd a great Number of Men, 
over whom he made himſelf Captain, and ſeizing on 
Damaſcus reign'd there as King of Syria, and infeſted 
Iſrael all the time of Solomon's declining Reign. But the 
moſt dangerous Enemy of all was Jeroboam the Son of 
Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, a Supject of Solomon's, 
and whom he for the great Abilities: of the Man made 
Ruler over the Houſe of Joſeph. Him God ſingled out 
to be a Scourge to the Houle of Solomon by particular Ap- 
pointment: For ſending the Prophet Ahijah to him, they 
met in a Field, where Ahijah told 
had appointed him Solomon's Succeſſor over ten of the 
twelve Tribes; but, in conſideration of David's Piety, he 
would not do this in Solomon's time. Then he —.— 
Jeroboam, if he would ſerve the Lord, as he required, 
that his Family ſhould be eſtabliſh'd in the Government 
of Iſrael; but that he would reſerve one intire Tribe for 
Hara ˙¹i | 3 © 

"Tho' this Matter was concerted with ſo much Privacy 
between the Prophet and Jeroboam in the Field, yet So- 
lomon ſoon got notice of it, and Jaid- out to take Jero- 
boam ; but he made his Eſcape to SHiſbał King of Egypt, 


where he remain d till the Death of Solomon, who "— | 


reign 


ry 


_- 
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we once let looſe the Reins to our holy David, and the wiſe Solomon, 
Paſhon ; for the valiant Samſon, the were captivated by them. a 


eroboam, that God 
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reign'd () forty Vears died, and was buried ih che City 


of David. 


— 


1231 2001 A713} 


Upon this his Son Reboloam went to Hechem to | 
which Place he ſummon'd all rae} to make him King. 
But the People, having labour d under ſome Taxes in King 


Solomon's time, before they 


would conſent to proclaim 


Rehoboam;: deſired a Redreſs of that Grievance And to 
incourage their Addreſs, they ſent for Jeroboamoout of 


Egypt, thinking thereby to awe: Rehoboam into Com- 


pliance with their Deſire. But he was far from anſwering 


their End, putting 


them off for three Days; in which 


time he conſulted. his Father's Counſellors, Men of Years. 
and Experience, who adviſed him by all means to com- 
ply with the People in this; for it would certainly ingage 
them to his Intereſt for ever. The haughty Prince can 
not approve of this Counſel, but demands the more ju- 
venile Opinion of young unexperienced Men, more fit 
Companions for his Pleaſures, than the weighty Emergen- 
cies of State. Theſe young Politicians adviſe: him: to de- 
ſpiſe thoſe doating Counſellors, and inſtead of redreſſing 
to increaſe their Grievances. The People finding no 
Hopes of Abatement of their Taxes, ten Tribes of them 
immediately revolted from Rehoboam; and when he ſent 
Adoram the Collector of his Tribute to gather the Money, 
they fell upon and ſtoned him to Death. Rehoboam too 
late ſenſible of his Errour conſults his own Safety, and re- 
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6) Forty. For the reſt of the Acts 
and Wiſdom of Solomon, of which, 
no doubt, many and great Inſtances 
muſt occur in the forty Years Reign 
of ſo grear and wiſe a Prince, we are 
in 1 Kings 11. 43. referred to the 
Book of the As of Solomon: A Book 

ueſtionleſs loit, with other excellent 

ieces of his. And in 2 Chron. 9. 29. 
for a further Account of the Acts of 
Solomon, we are referred to the Book 
of Nathan the Prophet, to the Pro- 
phecy of Abhijab, and to the Viſions 
of Jado the deer: None of which are 
now extant, at leaſt under thoſe Ti- 


des. As to the latter Ead of Solo- forty Years. 
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mon's Reign there are various Opt» 
nions. That ſeems the moſt chari- 
table, which concludes he repented 
in his old Age, returned to G "nd 
humbling himſelf before the 1 
wrote his Book called Eccleſraſizs;. or 
the Preacher, as an Acknowledgment 
of his own Apoſtacy; a Warniag or 
Admonition to all others to beware 
of and reſiſt the Vanities of the 
World. As to his Age, notwith- 
ſtanding the Variety of Opinions 

it, he was ally cight Years 
old when he died, comiog ta che 
Crown at eighteen, and reigning 
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pairing to his Chariot haſtens to Jeruſalem. In the mean 
time thoſe ten Tribes, which had revolted from the 
(c) Houſe of David, calling Jeroboam to them created 
him King. And thus was that great and goodly Kingdom 
almoſt in its Infancy fplip into two (d) unequal Parts. 
Rehboboam being return'd to Jeruſalem to think 
of a Reyenge for the Aﬀront offer'd to himſelf in the 
Ferſon-of his Collector Adoram, and thinking to feduce 
theſe Rebels by Force of Arms, he muſter'd up an Army 
of a hundred and ſourſcore thouſand good Soldiers: But 
when he was upon his March, the Word of God came to 
Shemajah the Man of God to prevent a civil War, which 
was juſt ready to break out, telling the People of Benja- 
min and Judah, it was God's Will that the Kingdom 
mould be ſo divided, and in his Name commanded them 
eo return to their Homes: Which Meſſage they obey'd, 
and every Man went peaceably to his own Houſe, inſtead 
of going againſt Jeroboam. After which each King forti- 
fies his Country as well as he can; but after different 
manners. For Rehoboam the firſt three Years ſerv'd the 
Lord, as David and Solomon had done in the beſt of their 
Time: But Jeroboam, fearing leſt the Kingdom might 
n ſubmit to the Houſe of David, if his Subjects went 
to offer at Jeruſalem, as was (e) preſcribed by the * 
1 bags "bid * 


at 8 —— 
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that re volted were afterwards, in 
diſt inction from the Houſe of Da- 
vid, called by the Name of Iſrael: 
1 2 ua. This maſt be under- 
by 2 Syncedoche, the greater 
t on either ſide bei 
Whole: For ſome of the Tribes, 
in drawing the Lots of their Poſſeſ- 
Bons, being intermix'd with others, 
as Manaffeh had divers Towns in 
achar and in Joſhus 17. 11. 


And — Inherirance Was Within the Houſe of David in conjunction 
that of the Tribe of Judab, Joſh 19. with the Tribe of Judah, 2 Kings 12. 
I.) ſuch of the [ſraclirer as:dwele in 23. and in other Places. h 


the Cities of Judah continued their 


(e) Houſe, Ce. The ten Tribes 


taken for 


Tribe of Benjamin, bordering upon 
ſome of the other Tribes that felt 
away to Jeroboam, might go along 
with their Neighbonrs, and take him 
for their King. Which might give 
ground for that Say ing in 2 Kings 12. 
20. There was none (that is, no in- 
tire Tribe) that followed the Houſe 
of David; but the Tribe of Judah 
only: For otherwiſe we find all 
along, that Benjamin (that is, the 
main Body of that Tribe) adhered to 


(e) Preſcribed, All the Males of 
reel were to appear before the Lord 
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bjeQion/to Rehoboarn, 1 5 12. | 
und perhaps ſome part of the thre times a year, in the Place which 
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forbid them to repair thither ; and to keep them fam as 
Excuſe of want of Worſhip, he immediately furviſh'd © 
them with Gods, ſetting up two Golden Calves with 
Altars A to them; and, for the better Conyes 
niency, he placed one in Bethel, which was the Souther 

part of the Country; and the other in Dan, which 
the Northern Part. He likewiſe built a Temple, wherein 
he had Altars for Idolatry, and Idol Prieſts of the meaneſſ 
fort of People, and thruſt out the Prieſts and Eeuitag 
not ſuffering them to execute their Office to the Lad 


Upon which they all retired to Jeruſalem; and as mary = 
of other Tribes, who had any Regard for the Worſhip af 
the God of Iſcael, follow'd them, to the great ſixengs 
thening of Rehoboam, and weakening of Ferobaam n 
Now Jeroboam ſeeing his Intereſt” decline inſtituted a 
Feaſt on the (J) fifteenth Day of the eighth Month at He- 
thel, where he appeared in Perſon ; and ſtanding by hi 
new erected Altar, a (g) Man of God, who came from 
udah, (b) foretold him, that the ſame Altar by which 
ſtood ſhould be one Day deſtroy d by a Child born f 
the Houſe of David, Jofiah by Name; and added, a8 3 
Proof of the Truth of his Prediction, that it ſhould im- 
mediately be ſplit. Jeroboam, incens'd at this Freadoni 
of Speech againſt his new Religion and Altar, firetch'd 
out his Hand over the Altar, and called to ſome of his 


People 
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he ſhould chooſe; which was now at the As of Solomon, 2 Ce 9 gh 4 
Jeruſalem, the Metropolis and Royal Bar this is very unlikely; Weber 
Seat of Rehoboam's Kingdom. des the Variation of the Name, b 
(f) Efieenth. Whereas God had which they mangle very much ts 
appointed the Feaſt of Tabernacles to make ir like Idado, the Circymitance 1 
begin on the fifteenth Day of the ſe · of time will not allow this er - 
venth Month, Lev. 23. 34. Jeroboam time enough to write the Ads of 85. 5 
appointed his on the fifteenth Day of lomon, by reaſon of his Death ſo ſoon. 4 
the eighth Month, probably with this after by the Lion. Beſides, the dab : 
Deſign, that the People of Judah, that wrote the Ads of Saleman, lived =} 
their own Feaſt being over a Month at leaſt ſeventeen Years atter Samen; 4 
before at Jeruſalem, — have Op- for it's ſaid, 2 Chron. 13. 22. that he 
2 to come to his, if their wrote the Acts of Alljab King of 4 
Curioſity ſhould incline them. - 


| (b) Forecold. This was propbefied 


Man, hw, St. Ferom, | 
2 have this three hundred and fifty Years before 
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People to ſeize the Prophet; for which Profaneneſs his 
Hand wither'd, and the Altar ſplit aſunder. Feroboam 
was fatally ſenſible of his Impiety, and deſired the Pro- 
to pray to God to reſtore him his Hand; whichꝭ the 

phet did, and he recover'd” his Hand. Upon this 
. invited him to dine with him, and offer d him a 
eward ; both which he refuſed, urging the Command of 
the Lord to the contrary ; for he was forbid to cat or drink 
in that Country, and commanded to return another way. 
But tho he declined: Jeroboam's Invitation, yet his eaſy 
Credulity betray'd him to his Ruin; for an old Prophet, 
being inform'd by his Sons which way he took, ſaddled 
Hi "Ks, and overtaking him invited him back, aſſuring 
him that he had Inſtructions ſo to do from God; and not- 
withſtanding the Man of God urged the Commands of 
the Lord to the contrary, yet he at laſt prevail'd with 
him, and went to his Houſe and refreſh'd himſelf. After 
which taking his leave he went on his way; but he ſoon 
aid dear for his Diſobedience, for a- Lion met him and 
Hew him, and afterwards ſtood by him, (i) preying nei- 
ther upon him nor his Aſs. The Report of this was ſoon 
carried to the old Prophet, who rode to the Place, and 
0s. the Body dick and buried it in his own Se- 
_ Notwithſtanding the viſible Judgment. upon Jeroboam's 
Hand, the ſplitting of the Altar, and the (e) Death of 
the Man of God, yet he obſtinately perſiſted in his Ido- 
latry. Nor was his Rival R-hoboam much behind him in 
Iniquity ; for after his three Years good Reign, he dege- 
nerated ſo 'foully, that he and the People exceeded all 
that went before them; for they built chew high Places, 
Images and Groves on every Hill, and under every Tree; 
and, to add to all their Wickedneſs, the inen 


J ” — 


(i) Preying. The Lion's not eat- () Death. By the Text in 1 Kings 
Oe Body, nor tearing the Aſs, 13. 33. where it is ſaid, After th 
was an Argument, that this was not thing Jeroboam turned not from | his 
an accidental thing, and that the evil Ways, it is plain that Jeroboam 
Lion-did not kill the Man for Hun- knew of the Calamity that befel the 
ger. l Man of Gd. 10 
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of Sodomy was crept in amongſt them. Such crying Sins 
as theſe provoked the Lord to chaſtize them, which he 
did by Sbiſbak King of Egypt, who in the fifth Vear of 
Rehoboam's Reign invaded Judah and Benjamin with a 
vaſt Army, conſiſting of twelve hundred Chafiòts df 
War, threeſcore thouſand Horſe, and an innumerable 
Company of Foot, compoled of ſeveral Nations; Sht+ 
ſhak, having ravaged the Country, and taken in the for- 
tified Towns, approached Jeruſalem; which 'put-Rehby 
boam and che People into a great Conſternation ; to who 
the Prophet Shemajah addreſſing himſelf told them, it 
was 2 Judgment of God upon them for their Diſobes 

dience and Apoſtacy, and that he would deliver them into 

the Hand of the King of Egypt, to make them ſenſchle of 

the Difference between ſerving the Lord, and ſerxing 
Earthly Princes. But upon their Submiſſion the Prophet 
to comfort them, told them, that God had remitted * 
bb 


of their Puniſhment ; for he would not utterly de 
them, but that 'they/ ſhould be Tributaries to 'Shiſba 
Who enter d Jeruſalem, plunder'd the Temple and Palace 
of all the rich Furniture and Moveables, and carried off 
all that was valuable of the Inhabitants. In this De 
dation they took away the Golden Shields which Sale 
mon made, in the room of which Rehoboam made Shields 
of Braſs. I Vn g ('g9 
Whilſt Rehoboam and his People were thus viſited 
their Idolatry, Jeroboam found his Puniſhment in hls 
Sin, whom God touch'd in the moſt tender part for 
oung Abijah his Son, a hopeful Prince, falling ſick, his 
975.4 ſolicitous to know the Event; ſends his Wife £0 
the Prophet Ahijah to conſult with him, but order d her 
to _ her ſelf, ſo as the Prophet might not know 
who ſhe or the Child was. She obeys, and taking a Pre- 
ſent with her went to the Houſe of the Prophet, Who | 
being by God admoniſhed of her coming was prepared 
to give her an Anſwer. As ſoon as ſhe approach'd Abijah, 7 
he told her, he knew who ſhe was, and the Errand ſhe 
came about. Then he declared to her the heavy Sen- 
tence God had denounced againſt her Husband and his 
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Family, which ſhould. terminate in the utter Extirpation 
of them, but begin with the Death of the Child about 
whom ſhe came to inquire : And that the Idolatry of her 
Husband had brought this Judgment upon them all. With 
4 this: doleful Meſſage Jeroboam's Wife returned to Tirzab, 
| | hich was then ; Royal City, and the Moment ſhe en- 
| ton d the Palace, the Child died. 19 7 
1 Keboboam reigned in Judah twelve Years after the 
pitting and ſubjecting of Jeruſalem by Shijhak, and 
3 died in the ſeventeenth Year of his Reign, and fifty 
| eighth of his Age, leaving his beloved Son (1) Abiam his 
L | Succeſſor; who began his Reign in Judah in the eighteenth 
1 Vear of Feroboam King of Iſrael. Abiam was an active 
Prince, and of a martial Spirit; and reſolving to end the 
Diſpute between the two Kingdoms of Judah and 


| 

| Fuel, he raifed an Army of four hundred thouſand Men. 
J Joroloam, whoſe Dominions were of a larger Extent, in- 
| tending to. overpower Abiam with Numbers, raiſed an 
1 Army of eight hundred thouſand Men; whom Abiam re- 
folves to ingage, notwithſtanding the great Inequality of 
two to one. Juſt before the Battle Abiam in a long 
1 ] Oration expoſtulated with the Hraelitiſd Army the 
1 Injuſtice of their Cauſe, in revolting from his Father 
| Rehoboam ; which whilſt he was doing, Feroboam, to ob- 
E} tain a compleat and eaſy Victory, ſurrounded Abiam and 
his Army; which when the Men of Judah ſaw, they ad- 
dreſi' d themſelves in Prayer to the Lord for Succeſs, and 
the Prieſts ſounding the Trumpets, and the Soldiers giving 
u great Shout, they charged the Ifraelites ſo bravely, 
that they ſoon made them give way, and in the whole 
Action put five hundred thouſand of them to the Sword. 
Abiam improves his Victory, and perſues Jeroboam, from 
whom he took many conſiderable Places of Strength, 

3] which ſo weaken'd Jeroboam, that he was never-after- 
3h wards able to oppole Abiam; who by this and other _ 
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i iam. $0 he is called 1 Kings 15, 1. but in 2 Cres. 13. he is called 
- Ou Oration. Sec 2 Chron. 13. 5. 
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Book VI. of the Holy Bible. 53 
ceſsful Atchie vments grew very great and powerful ; but 
his Reign was ſhort, for he reigned but three Leas. 
 Abiam is ſucceeded by his Son Aſa, a Prince of great 
Piety and Virtue, who came peaceably to the Thront, 
and reigning quietly for the firſt ten Years, reform d mati; 
Abuſes of the former Reigns, . Sodotnites, - 
breaking down Idols, and demolifhing their Altars in all 
the Cities of Judah; and reſtoring the ſacred Veſſek of 
Gold and Silver to the Temple, he compelled Judah ta 
ſeek the Lord God of their Fathers, and to keep his 
Law. In this time of Peace Aſa built many Cities, and 
fortified others, for the Security and Strength of his 
Kingdom ; but after theſe ten peaceable Years Zera King 
of Ethiopia threatens Judah with an Army of ten hun- 
dred thouſand Men, and > great Number of armed Cha- 
riots. Aſa was not unprovided ; for he immediately raiſed 
five hundred and eighty thouſand Men to oppoſe him; 
but ſeeing himſelf ſo overmatch'd by the Enemy, he ap- 
plied to the Lord for Succour, in an humble Confidence 
ſaying, © Lord, it is nothing with Thee to help, whether 
« with many, or with them that have no Power. | 
« us, O Lord our God, for we rely on Thee and in thy 
« Name we 80 againſt this Multitude. O Lord, Then 
« art our God, let not Man prevail againſt Thes. 8 
acceptable was this ſhort, but hearty Prayer of Aja, 
that he routed the Ethiopians, perſuing them co 
where he gave them a total Overthrow, and lunders 
the Country round about Gerar . | After which h 
turn'd to Jeruſalem with the Spoil of the Enemy: - * ©. 7+ 
Upon Aſa's triumphant Entry into Jeruſalem, SG 
to incourage him to perſevere in his Duty, ſends u- 
riah the Prophet to admoniſh him of the Neceſſity al 
his continuing in his Service, and to aſſure him of iy? 
Care and Protection, ſo long as he ſerw'd him, but n 
longer. Upon which Aſa made a thro Reformatiorhy: 
not only demoliſhing the Idols, which ſtill remaithd in 
Judah and Benjamin, but in the conquer Coutritsg: 
and repairing the Altar before the Porch of the Temple, 
he ſummon d not only the Natives, but all Strangers that” 
SIN — ＋ Wers 


were among them, to join in Devotion with him; where 
they offer'd of the Spoil that they had taken Seven hun- 
dred Oxen, and Seven thouſand Sheep; ingaging in a 


Covenant at the ſame Time, that whoſoever ſhould for- 


- fake the true Worſhip. of the Lord ſhould be put to 
Death. This they confirm'd by Oath, which God ac- 
cepted, and gave them Reſt. 

Affairs going on thus ſucceſsfully in Judah, conſider- 
able changes happened among the Iſraelites: For Jero- 
boam did not long ſurvive the defeat Aſa gave him, but 
died in the firſt or ſecond Year of Aſa's Reign, leaving 
his Son Nadab, who ſucceeded him both in his Kingdom 
and his Sins: He having ſcarce compleated two Years 
was ſlain by Baaſha at the Siege of Gibbethun, a Town 
belonging to the Tribe of Dan, but then in Poſſeſſion of 
the Phil:ſtines. Baajha thus poſſeſs d of the Iſrazlitiſb 


Throne, to ſecure himſelf makes it his chief Buſineſs to 


extirpate Jeroboam's Family, which he ſoon perform'd, 
not leaving one alive, as the Prophet Ahijah had fore- 
told to Feroboam's Wife. And tho' Feroboam's Idolatry was 
the Cauſe of his Ruine, yet Baaſba in that imitates him; 
and, to prevent a total Defection of his Subjects, who 


from all Quarters of Irael revolt to Aſa upon the Refor-' 


mation he had begun in Judah, with an armed Force 
went and built Ramah, and fortify'd'it, keeping a good 
Garriſon in it, to prevent the 1ſraelites running over te 
Jadah. _ 1 42 


falſe Step; for not thinking himſelf ſtrong enough to en- 
counter Baaſha, inſtead. of applying to God, as he had 


done in former Diſtreſſes, he ſacrilegiouſſy takes all the 
Silver and Gold that was in the Temple, and in his'own 


Exchequer, and ſends it for a Preſent to Benhadad King 


of Syria, requeſting his Aſſiſtance againſt Baaſba Ben- 


_ badad; tempted with ſo rich a Preſent, immediately at- 
tacks ſeveral Cities of Iſrael with ſuch Succeſs, that Baa- 
ſha was farc d to quit his new Deſign of fortifying his 
Fromtier towards Juda, to defend the other Parts ir 
n 4 
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An having hitherto obey'd the Lord, and made 4 
thro Reformation in his Kingdom, at laſt makes a fatal 
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his Kingdom; of which Aſa taking ge, he 


Advanta 
marches to en which he demoliſhes, and with the 
Materials of it builds two Cities in his own Dominions, 
called Geba and Mix pah. But whilſt he was buſied in 
ſecuring himſelf by his own Politicks, without any Re- 
gard to the Providence of God, which had hithertd: ſup- 
ported him, the Lord ſent Hanani the Prophet to him, 
who putting him in Mind of the many and r Delt 
verances he had received from the Mercy of God, and 
reproaching him with his Diffidence in applying to the 
king of Syria, inſtead of God, he tells him, the reſt of 
eign ſhall be ſpent in War. Aſa, who had hitherto 
5 = with a conſtant Series of Succeſs, could not 


bear this Reproof; and, to be reveng'd of the Prophet, 
puts him in Priſon. 


About the ſame Time Jehu the Son of this Hanawj 
the Prophet was ſent by the Lord to Baaſba, upon the 
ſame Errand, but with a ſeverer Doom. For after havi 
reproach'd him with the Sin of Idolatry, and following 


the Steps of Feroboam, he told him, the Lord would cut 
off him and his Poſterity 


(u) Baaſha dyin 0 * Six and twentieth Year: of | 
ay Aſa, his Son lah ſucceeded him; who, being an 


impious | 
CT | 4 | 5 Ef Ws —— 32 


(n) Baaſha. Here _ Series of 2 Chron. 16. 1. Junius and 2 
Hiſtory grows intricate; and it has to reconcile rhis Difference would 
puzzled the greateſt Wits to recon- have that Six and thirtiech Year to 
che che Difficulty. Scaliger follows relate, not ro Aſas Reign, but, to 
the Series of the Kings of Juda ac- the Date of the Kingdom of Judah, 
cording to the Time mention'd in from the Diviſion of the Kingdom : 
the Holy Scriptures, without any of J1ſrael, at Rehoboam's 1 2 
Regard to the comparing of it with the Crown, and to be but the 
the Reigns of the Kings of Jſrael. teenth Vear of the Reign of A. 
It's probable that Baaſba did not live But that can not be, ſince this 
long after Fehx the Prophet had de- dition of Baaſbs, for the Building 
nounc'd the — — againſt him. Ramah, was ſome time. after 
He is ſaid to have llept Wich his Fa- had defeared the King of Leh N 
thers, and Elah; his to have ſuc- for the Prophet Hanami v — — 

ceeded him in the Six and twentieth ſz for forgetting the De 
Year of Aſa King of Judah, 1 Kings God had given bim from that Ki 
16. 6 & 8. Let 40 Expedition when he defired Help of Benhad, 
againſt Aa, in or build Ra. King of Syria = Baaſhs. And 
mah, is faid to be in the Six and yet the — the 1 ian, or 
thirtierh Year of the e at leaſt the 


* - 
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Smpious and debauch'd Prince, was, in the ſecond Year 
of his Reign, aſſaſſinated, as he was carouſing in hit 
Steward's Houſe, by Zimri, Captain of part of his Ca- 
walry ; who uſurp'd the Kingdom, and extirpated Baa- 
as Family, not ſparing any of his Kindred. or Friends, 
At this Time the Army was incamp'd before Gibbethon, 
which was in the Poſſeſſion of the Philiſtines; and the 
News of Zimris Conſpiracy and Elab's Death being 
brought to the Camp, the Army proclaim d Omri the 
General King; who railing the Siege of Gibbethon 
 marchd directly to Tirzah, the Royal City, and there 
befieged Zimri ; who not able to defend the Place, and 
| ifpairing of Succour, retir'd to the Palace, and , burnt 
| doth it and himſelf, | int ä 
| Zimri having thus put an end to his ſhort Reign 
I 


- Pe CO CT IE EE = — * = 
* * 
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{which laſted but ſeven Days) the People of Iſrael were 
Uſvided, | ſome following Tini the Son of Einath to 
make him King, and others adhering to (o) Omri, who 
mn Time prevailed, and reigned; but in Wickedneſs 
vintdid all his. Predeceſlors, making Laws to bind the 
People to. imitate him, which. were afterwards called 
Una (5) Statutes: There is nothing memorable of 
him; beſides his buying the Hill Samaria of Shemer 
tor co Talents of Silver, on which Hill he built the 
City, which from Shemer he called Samaria, and was 
afterwards the Metropolis of the Iſaelitiſb Kingdom. 
view od a. 85 Aba 
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ahnen. 1. | | 
_ tion; which Judab thereupon 'entred (e) Omi. He is ſaid to have be- 
3 to, is exprestly placed in the third gun his Reign over {ſrael in the One 
> Month of rhe fifternth Year of King and thirtieth Year of Aſ King of 
*fs's Reign. So that chat Six and Judah, and to have\reigned twelve 
| 4hirticth Year, in which Baaſhs is Years; and his Son Ahab to have 
Hideo 2 up to build Ramah (and ſucceeded hy in the Kight and thir- 
which ſeems to have been a good tieth Year of Ja; which 'can not 
lle nter the Reformation-Cove- be, unleſs Omis twelve Years be 
mant, made in As fifteenth Year) computed from Elab's Death, and 
un by no Computation be take in the Time, wherein Tin 
imit wo. be the fourteenth Year of and Omi were Competitors for the 
1 ign. la ſh 5 Crown, which is ſuppsſed to have 
ecd from been four Years. Which Way of 
\ Tranſcriber, Reckoning will come near the Mat- 


' © (2) net, See Nichs 6.16. 
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Zinari burns himſelf in_the ings houſe. 
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Ahab ſucceeded his Father Omri in che Eight, and 
thirtieth Year of Aſa of Judah. He reigned Two 
and twenty Years 5 in Samaria, and. did ex- 
teed all his predeceſſors in Wickedneſs. For he not only 

walked in the Sins of Feroþvam ;. but, to aggravate his 
. married Jexebel the Daughter of Eth-bagl King 
of Zidon; by which he introduc'd all manner of Idolatry 
among the Iſcaelites; building a Temple for Bal in Sa- 
maria, and erecting. an Altar there, he ſerved Baal and 
worſhipped him, and made 2 Gro oy for Idols. Theſe, 
Abominations provok' d the La to-lend Elijah the T1 1/0 
lite to him to denounce a Judgment againſt iſrael; tell, 
ing him, that for (4). three Years there ſhould be 90 
Rain nor Dew upon his Country. Elijah having deli 
ver d his Meſſage by God's Order retires; out '* the 
Reach of the Famine (which upon this Drought muſt i in- 
ſue,) and the jinicenſed King, to the Brook Cherithy Where 
the prophet is fed Morning and gm ning: with: Bread and 
Fleſh by Ravens; but the Brook drying, he removes: hy 
God's Appointment to a Widow-Woman at Savreptay. 2! 
Town belonging to the Zidoniays : Where he. was ge 
ſooner come, but he met the Widow at the Entrance of, 
the Place gathering Sticks, of whom he deſired a Draught: 
of Water, Which The readily went to fetch, but as he. 
was going he deſired her to bring, him a Morſel of Bread: 
The going be told him, ſhe had ue a ſmall Quantity of 
Flower, and alittle Oil, and was come out of the Town, 
to pick up ſome Sticks, to bake that Flower, that ſhe: 
and her Son might eat their laſt Meal. Elijah bid her | 
not fear, but make him a little Cake, — bake it on 
the Embers, and afterwards make for her ſelf and Son, 
aſſuring her, that the Flower and Oil ſhould not fail, till 
God ſhould ſend Rain upon the Earth.. The poor. Wo- 
man made no diſpute, but did as he bid her; and ſhe 
and her Ne 150 upon this little Store mann, Days. 
Vol. 3 H { ARDS 
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Years and fre Months; for ſo, _ the 12 W en 
our Saviour in St. Luke 4. 25. ö 
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Sar à Man that fear'd the Lord, and ſhew'd it in 
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ſees; that not he; but Ahab and 
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During E 17] bs Stay at this Woman s Houſe: her Son. fall 
fick and Jied, whom the Prophet miraculouſly broupht 
to Liſe again; which convinc d the Woman that he wa 
2 Prophet. 

N Drought | contimied, as Elias bad foretul 
Which occaſion'd a reat Famine; the third Year the 
Lord commanded E to appear before Ahab, for he 
told him he would. 2238 Rain; whereupon Elijah ſet 
forward. At this time Abab and bis Steward Obadiaj 


'2- hundred Prophets, whom Ferebel would have 
mur 8 dividing the Land between them, went two 
ſeveral Ways to fk for Graſs to preſerve the Mules and 
Horſes Providence {6 order d it, that  Obadiah met 
Elijah, and knowing Him, did him Reverence, and with 
joy laid, * Art thou that my Lord Elijah?” He fe- 
ply'd,” < Tam: Now therefore go tell thy Lord, that 
is here“ Obadiah having regard to Elijat' 
ſaſety, wer 4 uiwilling! to deliver him up to Ahab, who 
had cauſed ſearch to be made for him; and deſides, be- 
ing afraid, that when he ſhould have given an Account 
of him, he might t vaniſh, and then the King itirag'd that 
ke could not find the Prophet, might put him to Death, 
would have excus d himfelf from going on that Errand: 
But Elijah aſſuring him; that he would appear the ſame 
Day before Abab, 0 em and told him; who imme- 


aiicely 6ame out to meet Elijab, and inſtead of ſaluting 


bim, upbraided him with dey Hrael. Elijah an- 


is Family had trou- 
Bled Ipael; but that che Calamity they ſuffer d had be. 


fallen them for haviri! > forſaken the Law of the Lord, and 
: followed Baal. therefore, ſays he, to make it 


appear, who has troubled 1/rae!, »{ſemble the People 


«of Hnel at Mount Carmel, and bring thither the Four 


hunqted and fift y Prophets of Baal, andthe Þyyr hun- 


«red Prophets of the Groves, whom % ed at 
& her Table“ When they were all aſlembled, Elijah 
propos d to Baal's Prieſts to have two Bullocks 3 
- - chat they ſhould lay one of them upon Wood, without 


putting 
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Obadiah feeds a hundred Prophets. 
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putting ary Fire under it; and that he would de the like 
y his; that they ſhould” then call upon their Gods, and 
he would eall upon the Name of the Lord; and 'that the 
Deity, Whichſhould make it appear he bad heatd' their 
— by conſuming. the Sacrt ice with Fire; "ſhould be 
wn'd as God, This they 'apteed' to; and 'BanPs Prieſts 
calls; upon their God till 'N60n; but tö *1e'Pyrpoſe. 
Then Elijah: out of a holy Rr OR began to mock 
them, ſaying,” 4Try louder” et, perhaps your God Baal 
« is 9 5 1 50 Tome Body, br on a I crriey? 'or ts ps 
cc he Wand Wants 10 be waked: Tb al 
Priefts; Hopi Fug "N12 tor an "Anſwer from te God, 
cried yet louder ;- and, findin chat did not Qo, (r 885 
themſelyes" with erer 5 Lancets > tin the 
came. 3 
| Elijah, having lowed len faflicient be invited 
the Fron to draw-near him, and taking twelve Stones 
8 to the Number of che Tribes, he repair d the 
Altar of the Lord, which had been broken dow, he 
laid the Bullock on the Wood, and n the 
Sacrifice, the Wood and the Altar ee Times, to er 
there was no Cofluſion by ob "ak Firs zud to 
render che espected Miracle more conſpicuous 5 in- 
conteſtable.- A Things being "thus diſpoſed, atid che 
Time of Offering the Evening Sacriftce berg cone, Eli- 
jah drew near” ih the Altar, and fajd, rd Cod of 
« Abraham Iſnac, and Fatdh; fhew this Day; rhatthon 
art the God of ae, that I àm thy Se Hake att that 
it i805 y thy Comma that T have 4008 this Thing. 
© Hear ue, O Lord, hear me, chat theſe Peogle may 
4 underſtande that -thou. art 'the Lord, Goch aud that 
« their Heartdl mag be auer from their 'Ftlals unto - 


* Thee? He bad 'no' ſo6her done ' ſpeaking,” but, the 
e od en 1 TE 'not P y the Burcit- 
> TO DEE 
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Offering, but the Wood and Stones, the very Duſt, and 
the Water in the Trench about the Altar. The People 
ſeeing this Miracle, in Admiration and Acknowledgment 
of it fell on their Faces, and own'd, that the God of 
Elijab was the true God. Upon this Elijah order 
them to ſecure the Prieſts of Baal, and cauſing them to 
be brought to the Brook Kißbon, had them all put to 


Dh MAY 
Elijah having thus convinc'd the People of the Omni. 
potent Power of the Lord, and done Execution on the 
. falſe Prieſts, advis'd Ahab to eat and drink without fear 
of waſting his Proviſions, for there was Rain coming, 

which would ſoon produce more. Then going up to 
Mount Carmel, he bid his Servant go and look towards 
the Sea; the Servant went ſeven Times, and the Se- 
venth brought him back Word, that he ſaw a very little 
Cloud riſe out of the Sea like a Man's Hand. Upon 
which he bid him go tell Ahab, and adviſe him to get 
ready his Chariot, and haſt home, left he ſhould be ta- 
ken in the Rain. Ahab perceiving the Sky over: caſt 
makes the beſt of his Way to Jexreel; and Elijah ha- 
ving girded his Veſt about him ran before Ahab; who 
immediately related to 7 his Queen all that Elijab 

had done, and particularly how he had occaſion'd the 
Death of the Prophets. This ſo inrag'd Jexebel, that 
ſhe proteſted by 2 Gods, Elijah ſhould not ſurvive 
them longer than the next Day. He hearing this, takes 
the Hint, and withdraws out of Ahab's Dominions to 
Beerſheba in Judah; where leaving his Servant he went 
two Days Journey into the Wilderneſs, and being weary 
he ſat down at the Foot of a Juniper-Tree; and wiſhing 
to die, he fell aſleep. . He had not long ſlept, but an An- 
gel waked him, bidding him riſe and eat. Whereupon 
awaking, be found a Cake of Bread, and a Pov of Wa- 
ter; of which having eaten and drank, he laid himſelf 
down to ſleep again: But the Angel foon waked him, 
and-bid-him-eat again, for he had a long "Tourney to 
t bien, ot d. yo Y „ eee 0:07 B28 
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and having by ſeveral Emblems of the Wind rending the 
Rocks, the Earthquake and the Fire, made him ſenſible 
of his Power, he diſmiſs d him to go and anoint Hazaet 
King of Syria, Jehu King of Iſrael, and Eliſha to be Pro- 


phet in his own Room; aſſuring him he had reſerv'd to 


himſelf Seven thouſand Men in 1frael, who had not paid 
Adoration to Baal. | | 

Elijah on his Way met Eliſha at Plough ; and as he 
paſſed by him, he threw his (:) Mantle upon him. Eliſha, 
who knew the Meaning of this, followed Elijah, and 
delired that he might take his Leave of his Parents. But 


Elijah giving him a ſhort Anſwer, ſaid, © Go, return, 


s knoweſt thou what I have done to thee?” Thereupon 


Eliſha turning back from him in baſt ſlew two of the 
Oxen and dreſſed them, and diſtributing them among the 


People took his Leave and followed Elijah. | 
Affairs going on thus in 1ſrael, Aſa King of Judah ha- 

ving reignd Nine and thirty Years, was very much di- 

ſtemper d both in Mind and Body; for he left off ſeeking 


to the Lord, as he us d t in Diſtreſs; and being 


very much afflicted with, Pileaſe in his Feet, (proba- 
bly the Gout) he neveFapply'd himſelf to God, but 
confided wholely in his Phyſicians; under which diſtem- 
per having languiſh'd about three Years, he died in the 
One and fortieth Year of his Reign, and was buried in 
his own Sepulchre. 2288 


Jehoſhaphat being Five and thirty Years old, ſueceed- 


ed his Father King Aſa in the Kingdom of Judah, in the 
2 * fourth 


„ — 
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(s) Forty. Nor that ir was forty (t) Mantle. This was the Cere- 


Days journey from Beerſbeba to mony, by which Eliſba was inſtitu- 
Mount Horeb ( being not above four ted * Companion and Succeſſor of 
or five Days) but 2500 muſt thro? _ Which Ceremony was in 
far of being apprehended by Feze- uſe 8 

bel, who had vowed his Death, wan- Caſes; asin that of Boaz when he 


der out of the Way; and ſo made it took 


forty Days before he arriy'd at He- or Mantle over thy. Servant; ; 
a 6 | that eek! 16. f. 1 ſpread m 
Cloak over Chee. 


reb, 
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of that Meat (5) forty Days and forty Nights to Horeb the 
Mount of God. There it was the Lord appeared to him, 


long before and after in other | 
b, c. 3. v. 9. Spread thy 
3. v. 9. Spre ww | 


F 
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fourth Year of Ahab King of Iſrael. At his Entrance to 
the Government he fortified his Frontiers, and God 
bleſſed him, becauſe he walked in the (v) firſt Ways of 
his Father, which fo indear'd' him to his People, that 
they brought him Preſents from all Parts of his Dominions, 
by Which he grew very rich. The firſt Expreſſion of his 
Zeal foro God's Service, was the Extirpation of thoſe S- 
domites which remain'd in his Father Afa's Reign, and 
Deſtruction of the idolatrous High Places and Groves in 
Judah. In the third Year of his Reign he' ſent to ſeve- 
ral of his Princes, to entertain Levitef and Prieſts in the 
Cities of Judah; and, to eſtabliſh the true Religion 
among them, he commanded them to take the Book of 
the Law; and teach the People throughout all: Judah. 
This Work God ſo incourag'd, that he ſtruck the 
neighbouring Nations with ſuch Terrout, that the Phi- 


 liftines brought Preſents of Silver to Fehofbaphat, and 
2 was he 


the Arabians Flocks, in token of Homa 
leſs potent in Arms than Wealth, for he bad a ſtanding 
Army: of above Eleven kindred thouſand. Men; beſides 
thoſe in Garriſons. 

Whillt good Jeboſbup hat was thus abdnind the Aﬀairs 
of his Kin , Benbddad King of Syria itwades Ahab 
King of Hrael with a vaſt Ae, and ſends an infolent 
Meſſage, demanding an intire Surrender of all bis Treas 
ſure, and Children. Abab at firſt” Was frighted 
into a poor Submiſſon, which was far from row paving 
the arrogant Syrian ; who repeating his -inſ 
mand, Ahab took Heart, and conſulting bis People, they 
advis d him not to conſent. Benhadad inrag d at this 
ſwore 2 Revenge, and immediately attack d the City, 


l 5 think- 
U NN 

0 Hug. Fg ho 2 Chrox. 17; 3. s firſt Days were better 
7 — * che fir rſt Hay. Fa his Fa- than Sat tte K. But er read it as 


ut it may us · here, in the Ways of hit Father 
ſnd, — David be bon — David; 8. 2 it of 


in dere, by the Fault of Tafel David's Wa before tranſſ 
bers, in —— of A: For in ſed in the Caſe G a and 


3 4 and in 2 Chyws. 1 ny: Uriah. 
4 is named, not David; and 
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© (w) That, See 1 Kings 20.22, 


thinking to carry it by Storm, But God, in compaſſion 
to Iſrael, and provok d by the Inſults of thę haughty 
Hrian King, ſent a Prophet to Abab to aſſure him of 
Victory. Ahab knowing he had but a ſmall Force, con- 
fiſting of but Seven thouſand. two hundred and thirty 
two Men, and doubtful of Succeſs againſt ſo great an 
Army of the Enemy, ask d the Prophet by whom he 
ſhould gain the Victory? The Prophet reply d, By the 
young Men, Servants to the Princes of Iſrael. Ahab 
then numbring them, found them to be Two. hundred 
thirty two Men; who upon the Signal given ſallied qut of 
the City at Noon Day, and ſurprized the Syrians. 1 Lhe 
King with Two and thirty Princes that aſſiſted him were 
drinking in their Tents as ſecure of Victory; and when 
the News of the Sally was brought: him, he commanded 
that they ſhould bring them alive before him, But they 
that made the Sally followed by the reſt of: the little 
Army, fell in ſo furiouſly with the Hrians, that they im- 
mediately routed them, Benhadad their King with much 
Difficulty eſcaping with the Horſe, | ... 
Ahab returning to the City loaden with the Spoils of 
the Enemy, the Prophet came and warn d him to pro— 
vide for his Defence, againſt next Tear; ſon then, he 


told him, the Syrians would return again: Which acgerd- 
| ingly fell out; for the Sriaus to take off the Diſgraee af 


their being defeated by ſo ſmall an Army of the {{raehtes, 
told their King, (u) That the Gods of the Iſraelitas ware 
Gods of the Hills, and they fighting them in the Hi 
Country, they were too ſtrong for them; and therefore 
advis d him to let them fight in the Campaign Goyntsy, 
and they did not doubt but to beat them. The King ef 
Hria accordingly took their Advice, and having raisd an 
Army equal in Number to that which was defeated the 
Year before, he return d to fight the 1ſraelites-with full 
Aſſurance of Victo x. boch g20ie * 
Abab by the Advice of the Prophet was prepard to 
receive the Enemy, and upon their Appearance m his 
(ee en Jo 3D; H id 0 111 dr Fran 
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Frontiers march'd out with a Refolution to give them 
Battle, the Prophet having aſfur'd him of Victory. The 
two Armies having ſtood facing each other ſeven Day 

| ſucceſſively, at laſt ingag d, — Iſrael with a Force very 
much inferiour to the Syrians, ſoon routed them, killing 
upon the Spot an Hundred thouſand Men; the reſt fly. 
ing to Aphel got into that City, where inſtead of fafety 
Seven and twenty thouſand of them found their Fate, 
being cruſh'd to. Death by the falling down of the Wall 
upon them. | Benhadad among the reſt fied to Aphek, 
and hid himſelf; but his Servants ſeeing no Security in 
that Place from their victorious Enemy, perfuaded him 
to let them throw themſelves at the King of 1ſrae/'s. Feet, 
for," ſaid they, the Kings of Jſrae/ are merciful Princes. 
Binhadad conſents, and they putting on Sackcloth, and 
Ropes/about-their Necks, went and preſented themſelvez 
before Ahab in that ſupplicant Poſture, and beg'd Mercy 
for their King and theinſelves. Ahab, as overjoyed at 
this'News, ' melts into a Tenderneſs (which "afterwards 
coſt him dear) and kindly inquiring after Benhadad's 
Welfare, calls him his Brother. The Soldiers readily 
catch hold of this kind Expreſſion, and repeat it, ſaying, 
Thy Brother Benhadad. Whereupon, Ahab bid them 
eonduct their Maſter to him. Henhadad thus unexpected- 
ly preſerv d, came to Ahab, who very affectionately re: 
ceives him, and takes him into bis Chariot with him; 
here the overjoyed Benhadad promiſes to reſtore all 
the Places he or his Father had taken from Ahab and 
His Predeceſſors Ahab approving of theſe Conditions 
2! League with Benhadad, and ſet him at Lis 
oy; - 4D ae 46 
© - Ahab, making no better Uſe of this Advantage he had 
over the King of Syria, receives a ſevere Check from 
God, Who ſent a Prophet to him with this Meſlage”; 
te Since thou haſt ſuffer d the Man to eſcape, whom I ap- 
. pointed to utter Deſtruction, thy Life ſhall go for his 
e Life; and thy People for his People“ Ahab, inſtead 
-6f humbling himſelf at the Denouncing of this heavy 
Sentence, or ſhewing any penitent Sorrow for his Fault, 
CCC „„ „ ln „ „er 
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Boo VI. of \the Holy Bible. 108 
retir d to his Palace ſullen and diſpleas d; and-foon;after | 
adds to his former Guilt, by caſting a greedy Eye op 
Naboth the Jexreelites Vineyard; which, he thought, 
lay conveniently ngar his own Garden; and offer d Var 
both any other Piece of Land, as an equivalent for it, or 
the Value of it in Money. Nabozh bad no reaſon. to re- 
fuſe ſo fair a Propoſal, had it not been for the expreſs | 
Command of the (x) Law, of which Naborh was a con- 
ſcientious Profeſſor, and which forbad the Children g 
Iſrael to fell their Inheritances; which Naboth plead 
as an Excuſe to Abab. This diſappointment, tho. a 
Trifle in it ſelf to ſo. great a Prince, ſo affected Aba, 
that in a ſullen Fit he took his Bed, and would not eat 
his Victuals. Jezebel his Wife underſtanding the Caule 
of his Diſquiet, reproaches him with Puſillanimity, who 
being a King, could not exert his Power to gratify himſelf. 


ec? 


Then to cheer him up, ſhe bid him be merry, for the 


„ + 28 I 
sf . 


had an expedient to put him in Poſſeſſion of the 15 


yard. The Queen was not long in putting her wicked 
Purpoſe in Execution; for writing Letters in the King's 
Name, and ſealing them with the Royal Signet, ſhe Pet 
them to the Elders of Jexreel, Poms them. | 
proclaim a Faſt, and procure two falſe, Witneſſes to FA 
poſe, that Naboth blaſphem'd God and the King, and to 
ſtone him to Heath. This was accordingly [executes 
and that there might be none to lay claim to Nabath 
Inheritance, they tioned his (y).Sons.., Upon this ;Abeb 
takes Poſſeſſion of Naboth's Vineyard; but immediately 
came the Prophet Elijah by God s expreſs ane 
declare, that ner wache in ſo wicked a Manner killd 
Naboth and ſeiz'd his Vineyard, in the fame Place where 
Dogs had Jicked Nabeth's Blood, ſhould Dogs lick the 
Blood of Ahab; ang that he and all his Race, ſhould 


periſh. 5 7.602 630 | 319855 1.1 eartowh 
 Abab terrified with this dreadful, but juſt Doom, | 


rent his Cloths, and putting on Sackeloth, humbled hi 55 
LEY | | _ 
| 6 Low. See Levit. 25. 23. and Namb. TRY SEEING 4 * 
) Sons. Sec 2 "9. 26. Ee d "5 F (3) 


ſelf before the Lord; who in reſpe& to his Repentance 


ll Houle mould not happen during his Reign, but in his 
Son's. And that Fezebel, the wicked Contriver of this 
| Miſchief might not go unpuniſh'd, the Prophet pronounc'd 
| Her Sentence, which was, That Dogs ſhould eat her by 
the Wall of Jexreel. 3 | 17 | 1 5 M 
| Adab Humiliation might probably be the Induce- 
ment to cauſe Fehoſhaphat King of Judah to make a 
| Teague with Ahab; which was ſoon after ſtrengthened 
| y an Alliance between the two Families, for pg; 
| 2) married his Son and Heir to Ahab's Daughter. This 
| unhappy League and Alliance ſoon aſter occaſion'd an 
| Interview between the two Kings, Fehaþaphat going to 
| Samaria' to viſt: Ahab, who entetrtains him and his 
= Friends very ſplendidly; and, improving this Opportu- 
ö nity to the beſt Advantage, invites Jehoſbaphot to go 
W him to che Siege of Ramoth-Gilead, then in Poſſeſ- 
Jon of the Syrians: Jehoſbaphat unwarily conſented, and 
| promiſes to aſſiſt him; but recolleRing himſelf, he would 
| Dot undertake any Thing in this Affalr, without the Ap- 
| | wen of che Lord. Ahab thereupon aſſembled his 
= Prophets, (Prophets of the Groves) and put the Queſtion 
3 tb them; Who ntianimoufly anſwerd, Go up, for the 
rd will deliver the Place into thy Hands. Jehoſbaphat 
ngqt ſatisfied with what theſe falſe Prophets reported, ask d 
Aab, if there were not a Prophet of the Lord near, 
that they might inquire by him? Ahab told him there 
was one, but that he never propheſied good of him. But 
5 deſiring to have him produced, Ahab unwill- 
Ing to diſoblige him, ſent for the Prophet Micajah ; who, 
charging 4hab's Prophets with Falſhood, ſoretold that 


the Enterprize would be fatal to Iſrael, and advis d the 


wo Kings to deſiſt. A4hai refuſing to give credit to Mi- 
caſah's Words, order'd him to be ſecur 

Return, and being reſolv'd to give the Syrians Battle, 
8 he 
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told yan, that the Bvils he had threatned to Ahab 


d in Priſon till his 


NS 
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he marches toward them. Though at had heard 
all that paſſed, and could not but 'khnow' Micajah' to be's 
true Prophet, yet having himſelf with Ahab, he 
bore him Company to Ramoth-Gilexd.' And now 
in Sight of the Enemy Ahab to cool, and 
leding Micajab's — y, he thought to fruſtrate e 
2 Project of his own ; for diſguiſing himſelf, he 
in his Chariot like one of his Captains, but he adviſes 
83 to fight in his Robes. The King of Syya 
ad commanded his Officers to make all bir Kü 
againſt the King of Jſrael, who being diſguiſed, the Srium 
Officers not- lang him, took Fehoſbaphat for him, and 
preſſed him very hard; but perceiving it was not Aba 
they left him. Joſhaphat eſcaped this Time; but Ahab 
politick Expedient did him no Service, for he was —_ 
ly wounded by a random Arrow: Notwithſtandin 
& Action growing hotter, he was held up in 
6 riot to incourage the Soldiers z but about gun dee be pions 
and the Retreat was founded. Abuab thus dead was on- 
| veyed to Samaria, and buried there: But, that the Pd. 
phecy of Elijah might not go utifulfilled, his Chariot e- 
ing ſtained/by the Flux of Blood from his Wound, it was 
waſlied in hs Poo of Samarin, ande the N licked 
up his Blood, as had been foretold. 1 
As for Jehoſhnphas; though he lage without Hervli | 
che Battle, yet the Lord was angry with him, and ſunt 
the Prophet Jehu to meet him upon his Return to 
alem, and chide him for aſſiſting the Enemies of the 
— But, not to deje& him too much, told him be was 
cceptable to God, becauſe he had taken away thevido- 
— Groves, and prepared his Heart to ſerve him. 
This gentle Reproof had ſo good an Effect upon 
ae, that he dunpal his Kingdom throughout; 
5 oing in Perſon from Beenſbeba to Mount Ea 1 
and brought the People back to the Worſhip of the Lord 
After this he ſettled the Legiſlature of his Kingdom, and 
reducing all Matters publick and private under an enWW, 
Cs, he told them that if they did their Duty, the 


Lord-would be wick chem.. Which Fehopaphat ſoon ö 
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wund experimentally true; for the Moabites and Ammo- 
nites wit | 
ani .invaded Judah, which put Jeboſbaphat into a great 
Fright. This pious Prince diſtruſting his own Strength 
immediately applies himſelf to God; and proclaiming 2 


Faſt, the People; aſſembled all the Cities of Judah to Je- 


ruſalem, to ask Help. Then Jehoſbaphat in the Name of 
All the People addreſſed himſelf in (a) Prayer to the Lord, 
ſtanding before the 1 ation in the Temple. To 
whom God was pleaſed by his Servant Jehaziel the Le- 
vite to give a gracious Anſwer, and aſſure them of Suc- 
ceſs the next Day. Upon which, the whole Congrega- 
tion having worſhippd the Lord, and the Levites praiſed 
him with a loud Voice, they marched out early the next 
Morning to the Wilderneſs of Tekoa; where 2 Halt, 
Fehoſbaphat in a ſhort, but pathetick Speech preſſes them. 
to the Service of the Lord, aſſuring them that if they 
would believe him and his Prophets they ſhould proſper. 
Then the King appointed Singers, who were to march in 
the Head of the Army, and to fing, © Prajſe the Lord, 
5 for his Mercy endureth for ever.” This Chorus was to 
be the Signal; for as they began to ſing, it pleaſed the 
Lord ſo to confound and infatuate the Ambuſcades of the 
Enemy, that they fell upon one another through Miſtake, 
the Ammonites, Moabites, and People of Mount Seir, 
killing and deſtroying thoſe that oppoſed them, and after- 
wards themſelves. So that here was a Victory gained 
without Judah's drawing a Sword; for when Jehoſbaphat 
came with his Army where the Enemy lay, he found no- 
thing but dead Bodies; and the Spoil was fo great, that 
it Was more than they could carry off. Three Days they 
were. in gathering them, and on the fourth, meeting in 
the Valley, they gave Thanks to God for this Delive- 
rance. From which Act the Place was called the Valley 
of : Bleſſing. X 12 | 6 x 2 i. 7 
Joboſbaphat enters Jeruſalem in Triumph with his vi- 
ctorious Troops, and is received with the utmoſt Expreſ- 
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fois of Joy by his People, who ſee the Hand of God 
parent J this Defeat of their Enemies; which Ide 

being ſo manifeſt, it ſtrack ſuch Terror into the-neigh- 

bouring Nations, that Jehoſbaphat injoyed an uninterrup- 

ted Peace all the reſt of his Reign. g. 
Abab being dead, his Son - Ahaziah ſucceeded bim 
who inherited all his Father's Vices, as well as his Kings 
dom: With this wicked Prince good Fehoſhaphat is drawn 
into Confederacy ; they agreeing to fit out a Fleet be- 
tween them to fetch Gold from Ophir, But God not ap- 
proving of this Enterprize it came to nothing; for the 
Ships were loſt in the Harbour. Ahaxiab in the ſecond 
Year of his Reign received a Hurt by a Fall through 4 
(b) Latteſs in his Upper Room; whereupon he ſent Meſ- 
ſengers to inquire of Baalxebub, the God of Ekrong 
whether he ſhould recover of his Hurt, or not. This ſo 
2 the Lord that he ſent Elijah to meet the Melo 

engers, and ſaid to them, Is there no God in ae 

6 that you go to conſult (c) Baalæebub, the God of 
« Ekron? Tell your Maſter, the Lord faith he ſhall not 
e recover of this Diſtemper, but ſhall ſurely die“ The 
Meſſengers go no further, but return with that Account 
to Ahaziah, who, by the Deſcription they gave 'of-the 
Man they met, knew it muſt be Elijah. Whereupon heæ 
diſpatches away a Captain with fifty Men to fetch Elijab: 
The Captain approaching him, who ſat on the Top df a 
Hill, faid to him, © Man of God come down.” To whom 
Elijah anſwered, © If I am a Man of God, let Fire come 
_ "== Heaven, and deſtroy thee and thy fifty Men.“ 
Immediately Fire fell from Heaven,” and conſumed the 
Captain and his Men. The Tame happen d to anbther 
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— — and fifty Men: But the third Captain, dreading 
Fate of his Fellows; came trembling over their 

and paying a moſt profound Reſpect to the Prophet, beg- 

his Life ahdt his Soldiers. Whilſt che Captain was 


interceding for himſelf and his People, the Lord hinted 


to Elijah to go with the Captain do Ahaziah, and fear 
not. To whom he delivered-this Meſſage: Thus faith 


te the Lord, Since thou haſt ſent Meſſeng ers to inquire of 


4 Bualxebul; as if there were no in Iſrael,” thou 
6 ſhale not come down from off that Bed on which thon 
ei lieſt, but ſhalt ſurely die.“ Which foon happen'd ; for 
he died in the Wenig of the ſecond Lear of | his 
_ and wus ſucteeded by his Brother Fehoram. 

now che Time being nigh; at Hand that Ekjah 
wens to be tranſlated to Heaven, he went to Gilgal, takin 
Aliſha, who was to be his Succeſſor in the prophetic 
Office, with him: From thence they went to Bethel, 
from. Bethel to (4) Jericho, and from Jericho to the Jor- 


dan. In the two firſt Places Elijah would have leſt 


Eliſha behind him; but he would not be (e) ſhaken off. 
When they were come to the River's Side Elijah with 
his Mantle divided the Waters, ſo that they both paſſed 


over dry-ſhod: Then Elijah asking Eliſha what he 
mould do for him before he parted from him; he defired 


(H double Portion of his Spirit te be diſpenſed on him. 
Elizah told him he asked a dificule- Thing; but yet it 
moins oo b 7 d ee  - ſhould 


Moses 1 321 0. } 14 [7 Mi E Hi 1 N ES. iz £ 18 
„ nn 4 Eos 85 = ian. Re ET IT" 
This, (City, was re - Cf): Dede. tes baits t 

wall by 4 * the act, Nez eg. to have alluded to the Law for In- 
64 to the Word: of the Lord, heritances among the 7 Jews, Deer. 2. 21. 
—— above five hundred Years be- v. 2 by which he, who in Right 


Nam, he ſpake by + by Jones the Son of of Bmegenirare, ſucceeded on __ 


tien of ic in — his firſt-born, Family, . Hb 2 double or or 
Portion of the Goods or pew 


therefore ſince God 228 
—— 


ounger Son Su, 1 Kings 16. 
23 Bot: Tune etal Silence 


ſed to adopt him to 


—— ＋＋ ceſſor — — 

— — * IS kw 
t 1 92 e 

———— — 6 r wie l 1 5 


1 D 
—— 


2 l. . "0G! . ( ' i 2: 0 : 8 9 r 3 


> A001 0 —=, MH o= Yo ww AH 3s 


oat r 1 


4a th, ot e = 4d ae. —- 


FN] TY PEER T.T ir 


P 
* 
1 
1 
| 
| 
1} 
| 
: 


I. KiNGs CHAP. 11. 


— carried to — in 8 * chariot. 


. II. KINGS 2 9 4 


| eee ve poſes Hoy Al ment on. Valked, 
l | . appeared a harwr of fe, 
3 & ee. and arved them bolkgfunder 


. 2 | He. p.m. 


BookVT. | of - the Holy. Bible. 12 1 
ſhould be granted him, provided bie could (g) {ee him 
when he ſhould be taken from him, otbherwiſe net. Wil 
they were thus talking there appeared a Chariot of: Firgz 
we Fiery Horſes, which parting them aſundet, — 
was carried up to Heaven in a Whirlwind. Elaba, 
Elijah know he ſaw this,. cried after him, My ww 
« my Father.” After which rending bisCloths\\to'gxpreſs 
his Sorrow, he took up Elijab's Mantle, which fell from 
him as he aſcended; and with it dividing the Waters of 
the Jordan, as Elijah had done before, he paſſed oer. 
Eliſba is ſoon recognized as Eitjabs Succeſſur hy the 
Sons of the Prophets, who ſaid one 0 another uppen the 
Miracle of dividing the Water, he Spirit of Aja 
C doth reſt. upon Eliſha.” And When they came near 
him, they paid him the ſame Reſpect they had done to 
Elijah. After this he went to Jericho; where the inha- 
bitants complaining that their Water was umholſame, 
and their Land barren, he remedied both. Going from 
hence to Bethel àa Company af littie Children ig at, 
and mocking his venerable Head, cried, Go up thou 
Bald Head; Go up, thou Bald-Head The Prophet 
reſenting chis Indignity offered to his Character, cuſeil 
them in the Name of the Lord: | 
ruſhed out of the Wood upon the Children, and Rien 
two and forty of them. From hence Eliſha went by the 
Way of Mount Carmel: to Samaria:; where Gad. foot 
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Jeboram being advanced to the Thirone of Jſ-4el: by 
the Death of his Brotber. Ahaziah, was not altogether 
ſo bad as his Father and Brother; for he removed the 
Idols of Baal, but continued to imitate the (i) Impieties 
of am. However he begun his Reign with a juſt 
War upon the Moabites; the Ofcaſion of which was this; 
The Moabites, from the Time that David (k) conquered 
them, had coiitinued Tributaries to rae! till ag $ 
Death: Upon which they refuſed to pay their (I) Tribute 
to his Son Ahaziah, who having but # ſhort and ſickly 
Reign, had not reduced them. Jehoram makes Demand 
of the Tribute of Meſha, King of Moab, who refuſing to 
ſtand to the ancient Contract, Jehoram refblves to com- 
pel him by Force; and raiſing an Army, he ſends to Je- 
hoſhaphat, "King: of Judah, to afliſt him in the Recovery 
of his Ri ight. Jehoſhaphat readily 'confents;” and with 
their join d Forces a» & marched through che Wilderneſs 
of Edom, and took (n) King of Edom with them. 
Theſe three Kings taking a large Compaſs, to come upon 
the Rear of che Fr, and Gr prize them, it took them 
up ſeven Days' Time; in which, they being got into 2 
frorching hot Deſert, Water grew ſcarce with them, 
and they were all ready to periſh. grey. concluded 
they muſt all die with Thirſt, or fall. intd the Enemy's 
Hands: But good Fehoſhaphat's Piety found: out a Reme: 
dy to prevent both; for taking the two Kings with him, 
he — to the prophet Eliſba, ho was angry at the 
Sight of Jehoram, and reproached him with the Idvlatry 
of his Parents; but for the Sake of Jehoſbaphat we 
4 Lor 
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Gan the Tem 2 there, t 2 This deed but a Viceroy to Tehoſhep hat, | 
revolt to the King of Juda 1 Kings 22. 47. For Edom had been 
hs Jerpboam s falle and wicked Po- tributary to Judah ever ſince King 
Tp „and continued by his Succeſſors, David ſubdued them, 2 Sam, 3. 14. 
ti at laſt for their Blindneſs and Ob- and for ſome Time me this continued 
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Lord gave them (n) Inſtructions to procure Watet, and at 


the ſame Time promiſed them Victory over the Moabites. 
The next Morning Water came on a ſudden by the Way 


of Edom; and the Moabites, who, upon the Invaſion of 
the three Kings had muſter d up all their Force to oppole 


them, ſeeing the Water like Blood, (for ſo God had diſ- 


poſed it,) and in a Flace where they knew there never 


uſed to be Water, concluded that the three Kings had 
quarrelled, and their Armies had ingaged, fell co plunder 


their Camp; but were ſo warmly; received by the 1#-- 


raelites, that they not only killed many upon the Spot, 


but perſued them to their own Country, deſtroyed their | 


fortified Places, choaked up their Springs, and ravaged 


where-ever they came. The King of Moab fled to his 


raptital City Kirharaſeh, where the Confederate Armies 


belieged him, and imployed all their Engines againſt: its 


but could not beat down the Wall. However, the Ki 

of Moab, hopeleſs of maintaining the Place againſt ſo 
great a Forte, chooſing ſeven hundred brave Men, made 
2 deſperate Salley, intending to break through the King 
of Edom's Quarters: But being repulſed, he was forced 


zo retreat to the City; where in an Act of Diſpair, and. 


Reſolution to diſpute. it to the laſt, he (p) ſacrificed: bib 
(o) eldeſt Son upon the Wall of the City in Sight of the 
Ifraelitiſh Atmy, who being ſtruck with Horror at fo 

rbarous an Action, returned to their own Country: 
Eliſba, having left the three Kings, returned to Sama- 
ria, where à certain Widow, Relict of one of the Sons 


of the Prophet, complaining to him that her Huzband 
had left her poor, and that having nothing to ſatisfy his 
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Who adviſed | 
and to maintain her {elf and Family with the reſt. 


Debts, the Creditors came to take her two Sons, and 
make Slaves of them. _—_ asked her whether ſhe had 
any Thing left in her Houſe: She anſwered, Only a littl 


Oil. Eliſba bid her borrow what empty Veſſels ſhe could 


of her Neighbours, and take them home with her ; then 
to ſhut her ſelf up with her two Sons, and from her lit. 


tle, but multiplied Store to pour into the Veſlels till they 
were full. The Widow obeyed, and the Oil increaſed 


till ſhe had filled all the Veſſels. Then with Tears .of 
Joy 2 to her Benefactor, ſhe relates the Succeſs; 
her to ſell ſo much as would pay her Debts, 


This Miracle is ſucceded by another: Eliſha being ho- 
ſpitably entertain'd at a wealthy Shunamite's Houle, 
and pleaſed with the kind Treatment and Accommo- 


dations from his civil Hoſt, ſent his Servant Gehazi to 


the Shunamite's Wife, to acquaint her he would gladly 
make her a grateſul Amends for her Civility, and if ſhe 


had any Requeſt to the King or the General he would 
deliver it for her. She told Gehazi that ſhe lived loving- 


ly with her Neighbours, and had no Occaſion to com- 
plain, or ſeek Redreſs. for any Thing. Gehazi deliver d 
her Anſwer to bis Maſter, who asked him what he ſhould 
do for her. Gehazi replied, © She hath no Child, and 
<«. her Husband is old.” Then ſending for her, he ſaid, 


* About this Seaſon, according to the Courſe of Life, 


„ thou ſhalt have a Son.” She at firſt diſtruſted the Pro- 
het; but ſoon after ſhe found her ſelf with Child. When 
his Child was grown up, ſo that he could run about, 

he was taken lc in the Field as he was with his Father 

among the Reapers; and being carried home by a Servant, 
he expird in his Mother's Arms. The afflicted Mother 
thus bereft of” ber only Child, carried him up to the 


Chamber where Eliſha uſed to lodge, and laid him upon 
the Bed; then with impatient Haſte and Grief ſhe hurries 


away to Carmel, where the Prophet was, who ſeeing 
her at a Diſtance coming in great Haſte and Diſorder, no 
ſooner heard her ſpeak but apprehended the Cauſe of her 


Coming; and ſent away Gehazi with his own Staff, or- 
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dering him to lay it upon the Face of the Child. But 
the impatient Mother having told him the Occaſion of 
her Coming, would not leave him, but importunes him 
to go home with her. Eliſba conſents; and going into 
the Chamber where the dead Child was, he prayed to 
the Lord, and the Child came to Life, whom he deliver d 
to his over- joyed Mother: At which ſhe fell down at the 
prophet's Feet, and bowing her ſelf in Reverence to that 
Divine Power by which ſo great a Miracle was wrought, 
took up her Child, and the Prophet took his Leave of 
her, and went for Gilgal, where at that Time there hap- 
pend to be a great Dearth. He ordered his Servant to 
prepare ſome Pottage for his Diſciples, who were many 
in Number; and one going into the Field, thro' Miſtake, 
inſtead of wholſomèe Herbs, gather'd his Lap full of a 
poiſonous Plant, called Colloguintida; and ſhredding them 
into the Pot, they no ſooner: taſted of the Pottage, but 
they cried out to Eliſba that it was Poiſon. The Prophet 
calls for ſome Meal to be put into the Pot; upon which 
the Pottage became wholſome and palatable,” and they 
did all eat without any Harm. During his Stay here in 
the College of the Prophets, Eliſha miraculoully fed an 
hundred Men with twenty Loaves of Barley, and had to 
ſpare. Theſe Miracles incouraged the young Prophets to 
addreſs themſelves to Eliſba to have their Habitation in- 
larged, which they complained: was too ſcanty for them; 
and therefore they deſired Leave of him that they might 
go to Jordan to fetch Timber, and that he would accom- 

pany them. He went with them; and as they were fel- 
ing Trees, one of them dropped his Ax into the River, 
and acquainting Eliſa with the Loſs, and ſhewing, him 
where it dropped in, the Ax floated uꝑon the Water, and 
the Man took it up. Es | 

Eliſha returning to Samaria, a freſh Opportunity was offer- 

edof ſhewing the miraculous Power with which had God in- 
veſted him; for Naaman, the King of Syria's General, a Man 
famous for Exploits in War, and in great Eſteem with his 
Maſter, being leprous, was adviſed by his Friends to get 
Letters of Recommendation from the King of Syria to the 


I z King 
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King of Iſrael, to procure a Remedy from the Prophet 
Eliſba. His Maſter canſents; and 4 General, taking : 
noble Preſent with him, ſets forward for Samaria; and 
having delivered che Letter to the King of Hrael, the King, 
ſuſpecting it 2 Deſign to quarrel with him, cried out, 
* Am I God, to kill and make alive, that this Man doth 
„ ſend to me to recover a Man of his Leprofy?” News 
of this ſoon reached Eljba's Ear, who tent this Meſlape 
to the King; ©. Let the Leper come to me, and he ſhall 
know that there is a Prophet in Iſrael.” The King re- 
ſerring Nauman to the Prophet, with all his ſtately Equi- 
= went to. Eijþa's Houſe ; who without Ceremony 
ends his Servant to bim, and bid him go and waſh him. 
ſelf Ae ren Times in the Jordan, and his Joſh fhould come 
again. The baughty Hrian, who e ed great Forma- 
lities from the Prophet, and that by ſome perfonal Act he 
would have performed the Cure, began to ſtorm at this 
Contempt, and went away. in a Rage: But upon better 
Advice be obeyed the Propher's Direction, and having 
dipped himſelf in che Jordan ſeven Times, his Fleſh came 
ain like that of a young Child. Then returning to 
25 „ he acknowledged there was no God in all the 
Earth but the God of Hfrael, and importunately preſſed 
Eliſha to receive a Preſent from him, which the Pro 
refuſed. Naaman, in a grateful Seriſe of the Benefit he 
had received, proteſted he would never offer Sacrifice to 
any but the God of, 1ſrael, and begged two Mules Bur- 
den of (4) Earth to carry home with him; and to depre- 
cate any Offence that might ariſe from his waiting on the 
ng his Matter, when he went to worſhip in tlie _ 
= of Rimain,:the God: of the Syrians, ay gar 
elf to oath _ ©. 6) The SOR pardon — 
R ane 
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pe intended to build: an Altar; nions ot Interpreters and Commen- 

„but ignorantly, thinking tators on this Text, 2 Kings 5. 18. 
At ene was ſome erent ſome imputin g Nys to Naaman 
ity in the 'Ea Nek. that Coun- in this &, others 5 


him. It 
or that t Hraal w: it is moſt oer bat all of 
Ta x that the Gol of o pon any N page: Ay hag 4 


Adoration was forbidden the , 
— the Earth 0t Iſrael. © - i 
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Book VI. 


4 Rim mon, and he leani 


« in the Houſe of Rimman, the Lord pard 


of the Holy Bible. 
« Servarit, that when my Maſter goeth into: the Houſe of 


on my Hand, I bow my ſelf 
on thy Serwant 


4 in this Thing.” To this the 3 gave him no other 
Anſwer, but, Go in Peace“ 

Eliſha. having thus diſmiſſed che Syria Gena Ge 
hazi thinking it unreaſonable that ſo great and wealthy a 


Perſon ſhould 


great a Benefit, reſolves to get ſomethi 
though his Maſter Eliſba had deute the p 
fore unknown to any Body, as he tho 
Naamun, and ſoon over-took him; who 
be the Prophet's Servant, in Reſpect 
from his Chariot, and demanded his Buſineſs. Gehazi,, 
in his Maſter's Name, deſired a Talent 


forging a Meſſage 


of Silver, and two Changes 


go off without paying any Thing for "fo, 
ing for himſelf, 


nts: There» 


ing him to 
ted 


to his Maſter ligh 


of Garments, for two Sons 


of the Prophets, that were come to viſit him. Naamans. 


glad of an Opportunity of obliging 


the Prophet Eliſba, 


preſſed Gehazi to take two Talents; of Silver beſides the 


N and ſends, them with him. by 


vants, whom Gebaxi diſmiſſeq before they came to the 
Houſe, and hid the Money and Garments. But his Ma- 
ſter by Inſpiration knowing where he had been, and what 


he had done, taxes him with it, and reproaches him 


with Falſhood; then for . 7 Tx he told him, that 


* . : 
8 18 


6— 


abt 


Naamau's 
A ado eel od 
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en * * rate 


raclites to Idols, 8 any Neep 
tion or Reſervation; but Stra 


Some very inadvertently from 
Anſwer infer an Allowance or 
nivance at this idolatrous Adoration 
of Naamanrt's, by ſaying, Go in. Peace, 
which" was no more than a'Valedi. 
ion among the Iſraelites.) Others, 
varying the Verſion, read 
—— went, Ce. for hen my M- 
Fer goeth, Se. would make the Senſe 
2 che Words to imply a craving Par- 
don for a- ſiaful Practice in Times. 


were not under that- eee ledged 
itha's 


palt, not a Licence to continue in it 
in the Time to come. Others again; 


dot allowing any to halt between of 


t Opinions, are inquiſitous to know 


| of Peter Martyr, 
1. Naaman Was bur in the Infancy! 


Why Eliſba dic not admoniſii Mir. 
man of this Sim which he acknows 
ged. To _— ake. the Anſtwer 
d others on him 


ral 


his Converſion) 1 it might have 
been, inexpedient, if not 15 ier ar 
to extinguiſh the ſnibakin 

his good Diſpoſition to ww arda the trur 
ew my Worſhip; for Admonitions 7ReP to 


be tim'd to the'Weak:” 2. Pro- 
phet had no Need of reproving Naa- 


man, becauſe he was — of his 


Sin: Wherefore he did not ſo much 


want to be inſtructed as to be che- 


riſned an hened by the Hel 
Soc. d ſtrengt y P 
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118 4 Conpleat Hiftory Book VI 
Naaman's Leproſy ſhould continue upon him and his po- 


ſterity. Gehazi was immediately ſtruck with it, and 
withdrew from his Maſter's Preſence a Leper as white as 
Snow. | - 887 2f "AY a 1 
At this Time War was declared between the two Kings 
of Syria and Iſrael; and the King of Syria conſulting 


with his Officers where to lay an Ambuſcade for the 


King of Iſrael, and having pitched upon the Place, Eliſha 
gave Notice af it to the King of Iſrael, who ſent a ſuffi. 


cient Force to ſecure it. The King of Syria ſuſpecting 


himſelf to be betrayed by his Officers, taxed them with 
it; but (c) one of them told him it could be no Body but 
Eliſba, who had diſcovered all the Secrets that were talk- 
ed of in his Council. Whereupon inquiring where he 
might be found, he ſent a Party to ſeize him at Dothan, 
a little City near Samaria. Eliſha having Notice of their 
Approach by his Servant, who in a great Fright came 
and told bim, bid him not fear, for he had a better 
Army to defend him than thoſe that came to attack him; 
and praying to the Lord, the young Man's Eyes were 
open d, and he ſaw the Mountains covered with Horſes 
and Chariors of Fire round about his Maſter. The H- 
rians coming near to ſeize Eliſha, he praying again, the 
Lord ſtruck them with Blindneſs, and he telling them they 
were out of the Way, if they would follow him, he 
would ſhew them the'Man they looked for; upon which 
he led them into the Midſt of Samaria. The King of I, 
rael having ſo great'a Party of the Enemy in his Power, 
would have put them to the Sword; but» Eliſba would 
not allow of it, adviſing him to treat them kindly, 
and give them Liberty, which he did. This Eliſpa did 
to create a good Opinion in the King of Syria for the 1 
nerous Uſage of his Subjects, when they were at the 
Th aelites Mercy. ” . 

- Peace; 


* — 1 


2 « 1 
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. (s) One, & c. Probably one that he ſaw wrought on the General, get 
had been at Samaria with Naaman, further Knowledge of the Power ef 
and who might there, by the Miracle Eliſba in other Things. 


This Generoſity of the Iſraelites procured no long 
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o- Peace; for ſoon aſter Benbadad, King of eee 
nd muſter d up a vaſt Army, laid cloſe Siege to Samaria, and 
25 reduced the City to ſuch Diſtreſs by Famine, that an 
. Aſs's Head was ſold for fourſcore Pieces of (:) Silver, and 
go. (s) three Quarters of a Pint of (u) Pulſe for five. Theſe 
ng ol HE LS e "0 ta 4 "7, :0516! 2.2 
ne 3 5, > 1 4A FT os FOE x * 22 WELD 
1 "mg Reckoni N ex 1 ks 1d "fn Wer 
| t) Silver. Reckoning thele Pieces Urine, which would have furnifl 
i- Ohler, or Shekels, at fifteen Pence them with a greater Quantity,*and * . 
8 2-piece, they came to five Pounds at à leſs Charge? Belides, it is not 
þ Sterling. | - _ very, probable that they could have 
| (v) Three, Cc. This was the leaſt been very much concerned for Salt in 
at Meaſure for dry Things, and was ſuch a great Famine; ſince it ſerves 
4 called Cab, mentioned only in 2 Xin. 6. rather to, give a Reliſh to what we 
1. 25. a; | eat, than to nouriſh us. The Tal. 5 
e (w) Pulſe. All Tranſlators have mudiſit have fancied to have avoided 
l, been maniteſtly miltaken in rendring all theſe Difficulties by tranſlating the? 
the Hebrew Word Chirjonim or Dibio- Term of the bas ons by Crop. of 
Ir nim by that of Dove's Dung, 2 Kin.6. Doves, and have affirmed that the 
e v.25. and Interpreters have invent · Kept many Doves at Samaria to bring 
N ed ſeveral ridiculous Conjectures to them Proviſions from the Country, 
1 explain how the Famine could have by diſgorging the Grain which they 


been ſo great in Samaria when Ben - had picked up, and which their Ma- 

hadad betioged it, that the Inhabi- fters ſold at a dear Rate. But it is 

tants thereof ſhould be reduced to ' ſufficient to name the Talmud to re- 

ſuch Extremity, as to Ye obliged to fute the Fables it relates: Who can 

buy ſo ſmal} a Meafure of it tor ſo imagine that fo great a Number of, 
at a Price. Some think they were Doves, as was neceſſary for ſuch a 

orced to make uſe of it for Food, Purpote, could have been ſuffer d to 

though there be not the leaſt Nou- live in a City fo pinched with Fa- 4 

riſhment in Dove's Dung. Others mine? Or that the Doves could have 9 

imagined the Samaritans made Uſe been fo docile as to bring to their 

of it for Fire, not being able to go Maſters what they had ranged for? 

without the Town for Wood. But Or indeed that they could have found 

who can imagine that there could Nouriſhment in a Country which was 

have been enough of this Matter for in a Manner covered with the Ene- 

that Purpdſe in Samaria, ſince by all my, who had altogether forraged, 

Appearance it did not contain many and laid it waſte? Not to mention 

Dove-Houſes, it being the Place of that the Word in the Original cannor 

Reſidence for their Kings? There are admit of this Signification. Junius, 

others who are of Opinion that it ſer · and others, think they have found a 

ved them to dung and fatten the Remedy for all thoſe Inconveniences 

Fields and Gardens of Samaria, to by tranſlating the Hebrew Werd by 

provide againſt the Famine the Year that of the Be 3 or Intrails of Doves. 

tollowing. But how can it be thought But their Proofs are ſo ſolidly refu- 

that there could be many Fields with- ted by Bochart, that every reaſonable 

in that City, or that thoſe who had Perſon muſt be of his Mind. He ob- 

ſome Grain remaining to live upon, ſerves that the Arabian 25 the 

could think of ſowing it in ſuch a Name of Dove - Dung or. pro's: 

Scarciry? Some think that it ſerved Dung to two ſeveral. Things: I. | 

them for Salt: But if they muſt have firſt is a Kind of Moſs that grows - * 

owed their Salt ro Excrements, why on Trees or ſtony Ground, which - .. 

might they not have extracted it from reſembles a Kind of Peaſe, to 2 
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TS: AC ompleat Hiſtory Book VI. 
Sqrts. of Proviſions were above the Reach of the Poor, 
who: were driven to the utmoſt Extremity, ſor (x) Mo- 
- thers did eat their own Children; which the King hear- 
— 7 it. o affected him that he rent his Cloths, and in a 
ä to take off Eliha's Head, as the Cauſe 
of Sethi lamity. This Deſign of the King againſt Eli 
bas Life he has Notice of by Revelation, and told the 
Company where he was, that a Meſſenger was _ o 
diſpatch him, ang that the King was at his Heels. 
Eliſba was telling his Friends that this. Calamity. 3 not 
accidental, but a Judgment from God for their Sins, the 
King came in, and hearing him ſay ſo, replied, « If this 


Evil be of the Lord, why ſhould! I wait for the Lord 
„any longer? Eliſha: 5 able any longer to contain 


himſelf; cried ont, Hear the Word 5 the Lord: Thus 
< faith the Lord, To-morrow at this Time ſhall a G Mea- 
44 ſure of fine Flower be ſold for aShekel, and two Mea- 
ce ſures, of Barley for the ſame Price.” A certain Lord 
that waited on the King hearing this, and gonſidering the 
preſent Scarcity, looking upon it; as an, Impoſſibility, ſaid 
in- Deriſion, © If it ſhould: rain Comp could this 5 
be done?” This Incredulity and Contempt provokes 
the Prophet to give him this ſhort Anſwer, ** 

&* ſhalt live to ſee this, but ſhalt not eat thereof.” f This | 
Kmpoſſbility, which was beyond the Comprehenſion of 
human, Underſtanding, was ſpon. made clear by the ſecret 


| and ne * of God, who in a miraculous Manner 


verified 


2 ” * — — * 4 2 ” ” 
* — 7 , Py 
1 nnn 9 * n * 


thoſe of Races, u , op 0 n the River Eu- they conſtant] pan of Pulſe, 
W 


bes, give this Name. , They alſo of which thoſe go in Pilgrimage 

ve the Name of Dove s or Sparrow's- to Mecha make Proviſion for their 

to 2 Sort of Peaſe' or Pu Pulſe. Journey. 

was common in Judes, as (x) Mothers. This was one — 
be ſen, 2 Sam. 17. 29. where dgmenrs which -Meſes had lo 

the Gilendi tes and the Ammouiter in fore told the Iſraelites ſhould fal — 

the Preſenr which they brought to — X prod — 45 if they rebel- 


Dovia had parched Pulſe, as Sr. 7 
1 * This is thought to 


hi 


has very well render d it. Whence the 
famous City of Emſus, on the Pron- contain 2 Gallen and à half, or fix 
gers of Judes, ſeems to have taken — It is particularly called Sab, 
its Name. . 5 farther ob- and by the cp Interprerers com- 

have Magazines in monly render'd' Mydiny, 2 Ming 7+ 1. 
Grand 2 and e. * — Crt Ph 4 Pup p00 
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mediately ſpread through. the wh le Army, and leavir 
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verified What he ſpoke by his Prophet. At this Time 
there were four Lepers that ſat at the Entrance of the 
City, being by the (z) Law forbid to be in the City, 
leſt they ſhould. infect others. Theſe poor Creatures con- 
certing what Meaſures to take in this miſerable 3 
concluded that if they went into the City they muſt 


there ſtarve; and if they continued without the. Gate 


they. could expect no. other, reſolved to try the Genero- 
ſity of the Enemy; for at the worſt they could but die. 


This they put in Execution before it was Day, expecting 


to be ſeized by ſome of n eee „but meeting 
with no Man, they went on ta the Camp, where to their 
eat Amazement they found no living Creature, but the 
ſes and Aſſes, the Men being fled: For God had 10 
diſpoſed it in, the Night, that the Syrians fancying 
heard a Noiſe of Chariots and Horſes, 9 he King 


Cin 
of Iſrael had called, in to his Aſſiſtance the Hina od 


Egyptians, aud were coming to ſurprize them, 


Thought put them into ſuch 4 Conſternation, thar it im- 


their Camp ſtanding, every Man ſhiſted for himſelf, an 


made the belt of their Way home. The poor Lepen finding. 
the Coaſt clear paſſed through the. Camp, and See 15 


fel} to other Plunder, firſt gratified their Hunger; then 
ſeizing. what rich Moveables they could carry off, they 
bid them. But conſidering that whilſt they were thus 


regaling and providing for themſelxes, their Countrymen 


were under the diſmal Apprehenſion of nen in the 
Town, or perifhing by the Enemy, they returned to the 


Gate, and gave the Porter Notice of the Enemy Flight, -- 
who ſoow communicated. it to the King. But the] Wer - 1 
ſuſpecting this to be; a Stratagem, of the Hriaus to ines 


them out of the City, ſent out Parties to diſcover whe- 
ther there were no Ambuſcades laid. The Parties return- 
ing told him that all the Ways were ſtrewed with Arms 
n A 


lu. See Levit. 13. 46. 
N *.* 5 
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fled.” Upon this the People impatiently ruſhed out of | 
the City, and fell to plundering the Syrian Camp; where, 
beſides great Riches,” they found ſuch Store of Proviſions, 
that being brought into Samaria, a Meaſure of fine Flower 
was ſold for a Shekel, and two Meaſures of Barley for a 
Shekel: © And that this Plenty might not be imbezell d, 
the King appointed i Lord,” wk before had lighted 
Ehliſha's, Prediction, to guard the Gate through which the 
Spoil of the Hrian Camp was to be brought; where the 
impatient People crowding in great Numbers 'trampled 
bim under Foot, that he died: So that though he ſaw the 
Plenty, yet he taſted not of it, as the Prophet had before 
een ne enen en 
After this, a ſevere and long Famine waſted the Land 
of Hfrael; of which Eliſſa gave his Hoſteſs, the Shwnu- 
mite, Warning, adviſing her to go to ſome other Coun- 
try with her Family, and tarry there till the Famine was 
over : Which ſhe did; and at the End of ſeven Years re- 
turning, ſhe found her Eſtate ſeized and poſſeſſed hy others 
in her Abſence. ' And not prevailing with the 'Uſurpers 
of her Right to give her Repoſſeſſion, ſhe was forced-to 
addreſs her ſelf to the King, who at that Time was talk- 
ing with Gehazi, whom the King commanded to recount 
unto him the miraculous Performances of his Maſter; the 
Prophet” Eliſha, © Ghazi ſeeing the Shunamite and her 
Son coming to prefent their Petition to the King, told 
Him that was ſhe of whom he had been ſpeaking, and 
this was her Son whom Eliſba brought again, to Life. 
The King hearing a Confirmation of what Gehazi had 
told him from the Woman's Mouth, gave Order for her 
Eſtate to be reſtored to her, and that the Profits thereof 
ſhould be paid her, from the Time ſhe had left the Land 
r 5057-3 m6 
From the miraculous Raiſing of the Siege of Samaria 
till about this Time, we have no other Account than that 
of Benhadad King of Sria's Sickneſs, which happened 
about the ſame Time when Eliſba arrived at Damaſcus, 
the Capital of Sria. The King hearing of it, and being 
well acquainted with the Power of the Prophet, ſent a 
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Servant of "Y named Haz.ael, with a Preſent, to inquire 
of the Lord by him, Whether he ſhould' recover of his I_ 
Sickneſs. The Prophet told him he might (a) recover; 
but, added he, the Lord hath ſhewed me that he ſhalt 
ſurely die. The Senſe of which, and the Miſchief he - 
would afterwards do to Iſrael, made the Prophet look 
ſternly on Hazael, and drew Tears from Eliſbas Eyes? 
Hezael asked the Cauſe of his Grief; who cold hit ie 
proceeded from the Senſe. he had of the Evil he would 
one Day bring upon Iſrael, in demolifhing their Foreifi« 
cations, putting their Men to the Sword, daſhing their 
Children in Pieces, and ripping up their Women With 
Child. Hax gel, conſidering the Meanneſs of his preſent 
Condition, and the Improbability of doing ſuch Things 
expreſſed his Abhorrence of fo great an Inhumanity- 
But the Prophet anſwered, © The Lord hath ſhewed me 
„that thou ſhalt be King of ria.” ''Hazazl's Ambition 


took Wing at this; and returning to his Maſter, told him, 


he ſhould recover; but to prevent it; the next Day he 
{ſtifled him, and uſurped his Throne. Let us now rerun 
to the Affairs of the Kingdom of Judah. IL .. > * 
Fehoſhap hat, the good King of Judah, ub Years be- 
ort his Death had taken his Son (6 ) Te hore into Fart 
nerſhip of the Government, after which he died, and left 
his Son in ſole Poſſeſſion of the Throne of Judah; who Wat 
ſo far from imitating his Father's Piety, that he walked in 
the Steps of the Kings of {ſraeh, as Abab's Family had 
done; for which this (c) Reaſon is aſſigned, That he had 
the Daughter of Ahab to his Wife. © Nor did he himſelf 
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(a) Recover. This Text of 2 Kin. 8. 
10. ſeems difficult and contradictory 
to it ſelf and which the. Verſions con- 
_ found, The Rabbins and others read, 

fhalt not reccaer; but the Chaldee, 
2 —— and the Latin Verlions, 
alt recover. But this Text, 


A bp was admits of no Contra- 
for the 2 Part of the d 
Aue, Thou ſhalt recover, related to a 
ahe — o rhe Diſeaſe, which af 1 


— ——— 


1. Lied 
9 ** 5 — 9 + # # * ” 


it (elf was: not mortal, bur — 2 
the later Part, he ſhall ſurely dio, re- 
lared to the F — — led 5 the Pro- 
phet had received from God, of 


Treachery of Hazel, n 


murder Benhadad. N 

(e) Aer ores 21. 6. ik 

angerous a Thing it is co mix w 
Communion. | V's 
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He, was in ſhort a Complication of all Wickedneſs, and 
unnaturally cruel, that he murder'd his fix Brothers, 22 
ſeveral other Princes. But he was ſoon reproved and pu- 
niſhed ; for there came a Writing to him from (4) Ela 

the Prophet, to tell him, That fince he had deviated. 42 
the Wayuaf h bis yi pions Anceſtors, and followed the wick- 
— Exam Kings of Iſrael, and murder'd his Bro- 
th 22 were I. than himſelf, God would viſit 
him — his People with 2 great Plague, and deſtroy. him 
with 2 painful ſe. Which ſoon after befel him; for 
the (e) Eqdomites revolted from the Government of Judab, 
and ſet up a King of their own, And though Jehoram 
went to Pore them, and did ſome ſmall Execoriog on 
them, yet they maintained their Revolt, and. were never 
afterwards () reduced to the Subjection of Judah. At 
the ſame Lime (g Lilnah threw off the Yoke of Judah: 
And literally to ſulfil what Elijnb's Letter threaten'd, 
the Lord Ainet up the Philiſtines and Arabians to di- 
ſturb Jehoram, who breaking into Jeruſalem, lunder'd 
the Royal Palace, and —— away Jehoram's Wives and 
Sons, and left him none but (i] Fehoahaz, his youngeſt 
Son. And now to compleat the Judgment, denounced 
againſt Jehoram Perſon, God ſmote him in his Bowels 
with an incurable Diſeaſe, under which, when he had 
1 45 two ene Years,.. bin Bowels fpll: ous, 4 
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Bl: Elijeh baving Rog 82 . In. this chord 
A 250 Before” it is "os agc feems to have eProp | 
Gogh by by ſome that EHjah inſtead yu taſdre compleated , which 
FE Ma is by 7 eglect crept into the —* Edom's Su Lee to Iſrael, 
Others ſay Elijah ſent this and his 2 erwards Jacobs 
Latter roms rs lay or the Place to _ from. off Neck, Gen. 27. 
which he was tranſlated, to King Je- v 
hiram by an Angel in apy Shape, "(&) Libnah, This was a City and 
or bythe Prophet Ehe. But Junius Ter: itory of Account, which 
and Tremeliins ſay, _— * —4 in 7% Time had 8 of its 
me wrir it etical Foreſight, own, Foſh, 10. 29, 30. and was | 
p INES 11 . elig — = ven to the Children of Aaron 
Edomites. Whom” David had for 775 of Refuge to the Man- 
ci Jaed, 2 Sam. 8. 14. and who, 177 7 21. 13. 
om that Time to this; had no King 3 Threater'd. See 2 Chro. 21. 14. 
ol their on, but were governed by Jehba ban. Who is alſo called 
a Viceroy or Depury ſet over them, h, 2 Chram 22. 1. e, 
1 Ing, 22. 47. Fab; 176. as 


Anne OO "Ie" bk a. lt tes am. to 
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David, but not in the Sepulchre of the Kings, and-with/- 
out any Funeral Pomp or Honour. His Son (I) Aba 
ſucceeded him, all his other Sons being 


init. What was remarkable was his Aſſection to, and 


SS ww XY n 13 — . » » - 
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died Jehoram, having reigned (æ) eight Years, but un- 
— of the People, who buried him in the ty of 


ſlain by the Ara» 
bians and Philiſtines in the late Incurſion. His Reign 
was but ſhort, and no great Matter could be ex 


Alliance with Jehoram, King of Jfrae/, with Whom be 


f | 


marched againſt Hazael, King of Syria, at Ramoth Gi- 


lead, where Jehoram being defeated, and wounded, and 
returning to Fezreel to be cured, 4haziah went thither 
to vifit him, and bear him Sen whilſt he lay fick of | 
his Wounds. 

And now the Time was come when Abab's Family 


muſt be extirpated, and Jezebel puniſhed for her Wick= 


edneſs. In order to which, Ekfoa _ to * one — 4 


141 * 
0 11 1 
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2 855 Of theſe Years 3 Ie Gown W 
ſed 00 theſe gh N four ſonable to on or, 52 is 6 Nagl 


2 cr with his Father, and the crept into the T. 
hem, re hav 


other as ſole King. gence op Tranſcri 

(1) Abaziab. Tranſcribers muſt written forty. two 
rily have been miſtaken in twenty two. This feats l. —— 
what is {aid of Abaxiab, 2 Chren. 22. be the moſt probable; * we 3 

. that he was two and forty, the Agreement of the 
ears old when he began to reign; Sepfnaagim in 7 e OY 


for it this had been right, Aba nant of Cans 
muſt have been born two Years be- that of Rowe, 25 
ot rs, 


fore his Father; for it is obſerved in Arabick, with fore 
Ch.21, b. 20. chat Jehoram his Fa- tain che Number of tweny 
be was but forty Years old when However it Fame 2 

ied. This Cir 3 is — Aures ſuppoſe that the 
wiſe directiy oppokite. to 2 Kings 8. of this Text — to be correct, 


— — 


** where it * defeat, whatſoever Wa ay we take it. The | 


at Ahaziah was but two and twen- Hebrew and Greek Texts have been 
The mo old when he began to reign. ten reformedupon leſs.folid Grounds 7 
gol learned Interpreters do ac- And if moſt Persons have underta- 


knowledge that this Difficulty cannot ken to tranſlate a Word in St. Fame 
be reſolved without — of a which ſignifies to kill, by a Word 
Fault in the Tranſcribers. Some which fignifies to eruy, by changing 
think that the Words ſhould be ren - the Greek Verb, Phoneuete 1—5 Ptho- 
der'd, That Abaxiab reigned wh. the neite, Tam. ge: 2 
e. to reject 

nk the forty two Years do not re- — wr 

late to Ahezioh, but to the Kingdom neceſſary. 1 


Age of four and 7 Years; w Conſent 
of Jraci, which can by no Means be FIT \ | roger 


i pl plainly contrary tot 3 1 _ 
Amendment which 


ik moy wor: | 


126 Compleat Hiſtory Book VI. 
the Sons of the Prophets, bid him go to Ramoth Gilead, 
and there (m) anoint: Jehn, which Be did; and Jehu was 
by a general Conſent acknowledged King, and proclaimed 
by the Army. The Prophet having at Jehu's Anointing 
given him Inſtructions to take Vengeance of | Jezebel, 
and cut off 4hab's Family, the better to carry on his Af- 
fairs, in a Council obliged the Officers of the Army to let 
no Man ſtir out of Ramoi H-Gilead, that 5 hearing 
1 what had happened, he might ſurprize him. 
Jebu being punctually obeyed in this, ſet forward for 
Jex reel, that he might 1 and ſeize the King there. 
But in his March he was diſcovered from a Watch- Tower 
by a Sentinel, who gave Notice of it to the King; and? 
he having no Account from the Meſſengers he ſent out to 
inquire, mounted his Chariot, and taking his Friend Aha- 
ziab. with him, they both went out to meet Jehu, which 
happen'd in the very Spot of Ground which Ahab had 
taken from Naboth the Fezreelite. Fehoram being come 
within hearing, asked Fehu whether he came in Peace 
or not? To whom Fehu replied, © What Peace canſt thou 
| 1 ſo long as the Whoredoms of thy Mother Je- 
« zebel, and her Witchcrafts are ſo many? Fehoram 
gueſt the reſt, and crying out Treaſon to his Friend Aha- 
⁊iah, led; but Fehu with a ſwift Arrow ſoon over-took 
him, ſhooting him through the Heart; and ſeeing him 
drop, bid an Officer throw Him into Naboth's Field, that 
the Word of the Lord might be fulfilled. Ahaziah ſee- 
ing his Friend Jehoram Pes diſpoſed of, fled another 
Way; but Fehn, having a watchful Eye upon him, de- 
tached a Party to perſue and diſpatch him too; which 
they did: For being mortally wounded, he fled to Me- 
gidgo, and died there; from whence his Servants remo- 
ved his Body to the Royal Sepulchre at Feruſalem. 
OT. 2 i Fehu 


— 


(in) Anoint. This ſeems to be the and, as it were, a Prognoſtick of their 
ſecond Time of Jebu's being anoint - Reign, But this ſecond Unction of 
ed; for the firſt was 1 Ning, 19. 16. Jebu, by the Order of Eliſha; was 2 
when the Prophet Elijah anointed Collatpgof him to the Crown, and 
him and Hazael over Iſrael and Syria. making him King. 

But that Un&ion was only previous, en c 285 Heir ani | 
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be makes the beſt of his way to Jezreel,, whore Jezebel 
che Queen Mother having dreſs'd her ſelf, and reſolving 


to keep up her Grandeur, reproach'd him with Trea- 


chery, comparing him to Zimri, who ſlew his King and 
Maſter Elah. Qebhu looking up to the Window where ſhe. 
was, called td the Eunuchs, who threw. her by his Or- 
der out of the Window, and her Blood by thę Fall ſtain'd 
the Walls of the Palace. When ſhe was upon the Paye- 


ment, the Horſes trampled on her, and tht Dogs devoured 


her Body. Fehu entring the Palace refreſh' d himſelf and 


his Men; and bethinking- himſelf of the Condition of 
this wicked Woman, bid his Servants take care of her 
Body and bury her, becauſe ſhe was of Royal Extraction. 
But when they went to inquire aſter her, they found no- 


thing of her remaining, but her Skull, Feet, and the Palms 


of her Hands: Which when Jebhu heard, he oblery/d.to 
thoſe, that brought the News, That this was the Effect of 
Elijah's Prophecy, which ſaid, That in Jexreel Dogs 
ſhould eat Jezebel, and that her Carcaſs ſhould be 28 
Dung upon the E 


is Jexebel. "NC 


2 


| Me 0 TVS + CFk Een 0 BA 
| F ehu, to make ſure | of as many of Ahal's Family as | 


were any way within reach, ſends a Letter to; thoſe, who 
had the Care of the (o) Princes of the Blood at Samaria, to 
chooſe the fitteſt of them for their King. This he did 
to ſound. their Inclinations; but a how he 
had diſpatched two Kings a ready, and ſeeing all things 


look ill to the Houſe of Ahab, ſent a ſubmiſſive Anſwer 
to Jehu, and referred themſelves wholly to him. Upon 
which he ſent an Order to them to bring him the Heags 
of thoſe Princes by that time to morrow. He was Pum- 

n | ; QAually 


— —— 
—_— 


. 
i — —ͤ—ñ—Ʒ—ᷣy— .—r ure — * 


() Kings, Abaziab's Deſtruction his Grandfather Ahab. 
was due to him, not only us he was ( Princes. 2 Kings 10. 1. Ahab 
a Branch of Aha#s Family, (being is faid to have had ſeyenty Sous in 
the Son of Ahab's Daughter) to all  Samaris , under which Term Ne- 
which utter Deſtruction was de- phews or Grand ſons are ſometimes 
nounced; but as he walked, the lit- comprehede e. 
ile time he reigned, in the way F. 343 


1 


f 
-, 


* Jehu having thus done Execution on the two (x) Kings, 


arth, ſo that no Body ſhould ſay,» This 


8 
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] 
© Quually obey'd iff this; after which he pot to Death all t 
hat remained of Ahab's Family in Iſrael, che great Men of , 
his Court, and all his Friends and Prieſts. In his way to 
Samaria he met with the Brothers and Kindred of 4h i 
2iah, who were going to pay a Viſit to the Court at Sa- * 
maria + Theſe he likewiſe ſlew, and at Famaria cut of . 
all that remain d of the Houſe of Abab. Then giving on v 
that he would worſhip Baal, he by Proclamation invited d 
all his Miniſters and Prieſts to offer Sacrifice in his Temple, c 
to which they repaired in gteat Numbers; and that none 8 
but the Worſhippers of Baal might periſh; he gave ſtri& P 
Charge to them to ſearch the Temple, and fee that none h 
of the Servants of the Lord were there among them, 
but the Worſhippers of Baal only. Then ſetting a Guard 5 
of eighty Men, to prevent any Eſcape, as ſoon as the L 
Burnt-Offering was ended, he commanded the Guard to 1 
go in and put them all to the Sword. Aſter this he broke y 
Den the Images of Baal and burnt them, and demo- k 
Iiſhing his Temple made a Jakes of it. But yet notwith- Y 
Randing Jehu's Zeal for the Service of God, he let the 1 
{ p Golden Calves, which Jereboam had ſet up at Bethel it 
and Dan, remain. However, Jehu's Diligence in readily d 
Executing God's Judgments upon the Houſe of Ahab was h 
To acceptable, that he thereupon intail'd the Crown of c 
Iſrael upon his Family to the fourth Generation. Yet be- h 
cauſe he offended in following the Example of Jereboam, t 
God made him ſenfible of his Diſpleaſure ; for he ſuffer'd t 
the Syrians to make Incurſions into his Kingdom, who t 
ravaged the Country from the River Jordan to the Ocean, 7 
arid ruined the Countries of Gilead, - Reuben, Gad and f 
Manafſeh. Jehn, having reign'd eight and twenty Years 
overt Iſrael, died, and was buried in Samaria. 9 
5 | this 
8 eee eee er wr It 
5 | : ow, OR 8. ö kc 
r 
gious as Polirick Piere of Idolatry, uaite themſe ves to Judah: The ſame * 
F. |: 
— up to Jeruſalem to worſhip, hem a 
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happen d many remarkable 
LTranlactionst which are () loft 
Jehu was exccuting the Command of; the Lord 


in Iael, Abaliab, the Queen Dowager of Judah, and 
Motber ta, the late King Ahaziah, hearing her Bon was 
ain, uſurp'd the Government, of: Judah, and, in Re- 
venge of the Death of her, Father Ahab's Family, mur- 
gerd all the Blood Royal, that ſhe, might utterly extin- 
ouiſh; the Race of pious Jebohaphat, and ſecyre to her 
and her (7) other Children the Kingdom. But by God's 
Providence young Jgaſb, an Infant of a Year old, eſcaped 


her Rage; for his Aunt Jehoſhaha, the Daughter of Kin 
qoram, and Siſter to the late King Ahaziah, concea 
im and his Nurſe in an Apartment of the Houſe of the 
Lord, which ſhe could more gonveniently do, becauſe 
Jehoida the High- Prieſt. Here this 


ſhe was the Wife of 


young Prince continued under the Care of, his Aunt, un- 
known, to Athaliah; for fix Years; and in the: ſeventh 
Year his Uncle Jehoida, having ingaged the Prieſts and 
Levites, and the ſeading Men in all Parts of the Kingdom, 
in the Infant Prince's Intereſt, in a public Aſſembly pro- 
duced him, and made them take an Oath of Fidelity to 
him. Then diſtributing the Arms which had been cönſe- 
crated by King David, and ever ſince kept in the Temple, 
he diſpoſed, the Teople with him into three Badies, one 
to guard che King's Perſon, and the other two tõ ſecure 
the Gates, with a ſtrict Charge, that if any ſhould attempt 
to break in upon them, they ſhould: be put to Death. 
Things thus diſpoſed, Jehoida brought out the young King, 


[l. 2. 


12 


ſet the Crown on his Head, and put the Book of the (7) Law 
| 1 


into 


4 


2 2 Loft. For the reſt of the Acts 
and Power of Jahn we are referre 
to the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Iſrael, which can not be 
either of thoſe Books now extant 
under that Name; for very little 
8 is made of him in either. of 
thoſe Books; nothing in compariſon 
of what is {aid of him in the ninth 


and tenth Chapters of the ſecond 


* * 


| | of * 0 * 
Book of Kings: Whence we' may 
well conclude, that that Book 84 
Chronicles, to which we are here, 
and often elſewhere referred, is loft. 


7) Other. That Athaligh bad 
oth 85 may — proved from 


2 Chron. 24.7. * 
(, Law. This was according t 
the Law, Deut. 17. 18. | "LSE 


: "SD 
»d * 5352 1 1 


. carry her out of the Temple, and put to. the Sword all 
. without Oppoſition brought her to the Horſe-gate and 
Lord, the King and the People, and between the King and 


\- Joaſh began his Reign at ſeven Years of Age, in the 


Tord, got to Baal or other Idols, was ple. 
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into his Hand; and having anointed him, they clapt theit 
Hands and ſhouted for Joy, and with Sound of Trumpet 
proclaiming him ſaid, God ſave the King. The loud 
Shouts and Acclamations of the People ſoon reach'd 4tha. 
liab Ear, who, in great haſte repairing to the Temple, 
to her great Surprize ſaw the young King on the Throne 
and the People bing him rejoicing ; upon which ſhe rent 
her Mantle, and cried out, Treaſon. But Fehoida ſoon 
filenced her; for he commanded the Guards to ſeize and 


that ſhould offer to reſcue or aſſiſt her: Whereupon they 
New her. Then Fehoida made a Covenant between the 


the People; and going from hence to Baal's Tem ple, they 
broke the Images, demoliſh'd the Altars, pull'd down 
the whole Building, and flew Mattan, Baal's Prieſt. Je. 
hoida after this purg'd out ſeveral Corruptions which in 
former Reigns had been introduced into the Temple ; and 
then he and all the Officers and People conducted the 
King to the Royal Palace, and put him into Poſſeſſion of 
the Kingdom of Judah. © 8 ba 


enth Year of Jehu King of Jſrael, and reign'd forty 
Years: He was a juſt and religious Prince fo long as the 
good High-Prieſt Jehoida lived, and reſtored the Vorlbi 
of the true God; but he did not deſtroy the Altars that 
were in the (t) High Places. During his Minority Fehoida 
reform'd the Eccleliaſtick State ; but when he was grown 
to Man's Eſtate, he repaired the Temple, which through 
the Corruption of former Times was very much decay'd, 
and ſacrilegiouſſy ſtript by Athaliah and her Children. 
All Things hitherto went on hopefully, and FJehoida's 
Preſence and Advice kept the young King within the 
Bounds of his Duty. But the good old Man being an 
65/16 bog | un- 
— — —— — — 
ſe) High Places. Where the Peo- winked at; though expresſly contra- 
ple ; ſacrificed and burnt Incenſe; ry to God's Command, Numb. 33: 52. 
which, ſo long as they did it to the and commonly deſtructiye to the Peo- 
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it W hundred and thirty Years of Age paid the laſt Debt to Na- 
et ture: And in conſideration of his great Services towards 
Cod and his Houſe, in reſtoring the Worſhip of God, 
and ſettling the Kingdom in the Houſe of David, they 
e, buried him in the City of David amongſt their Kings. 
ce, And now the Great Men of Judah, who had lived in 
nt Wl the idolatrous Reigns, take the Advantage of their King's 
on il deſenceleſs (v) Youth, and by their Flattery and other In- 
nd Wl finuations prevail with him to forſake the Worſhip of the 
all W Lord, and to adore their Idols. For this the Lord by ſe- 
ey I veral Prophets admoniſh'd the People of Judah, but they 
nd minded them not: At laſt the Spirit of the Lord came up- 
he i on Zachariah the Son of Jehoida the High-Prieft, who 
nd WF for reproving them was ſtoned to Death in the)Porch of 
ey the Temple, and at the Command of the King; though 
vn che Sacredneſs of the Place, the Dignity of his Office, 
e. and his Father's Services, might very — have ſtay d 
in their wicked Hands. But God ſoon required the inno- 
nd cent Blood of Zachariah both of the King and People : 
he For within a Year after the Death of him, Hazael Kin ng 
of of ria took Gath from the King of Judah with a ſm 
Army; and taking the Advantage of their Surprite, 
march'd Mrectly to Jeruſalem, where he put to the Sword 
all the, — that had ſeduced their King to Idolatry. 
So remarkable was the Juſtice of God in puniſtting thoſe 
Princes, that they fell by the Arms of an Idolater; for 
ſuch was Hazael King of Syria. King Joab, being frig frighted 
at the ſudden Arrival of Hazael, took all the conſecrated 
Veſſels and Goods of the Temple which his Anceſtors 
and himſelf had devoted to the Service of God, together 
with all the Gold that was in the Treaſuries o the 
Temple and his own Palace, and made 2 Preſent of them 
e the. I of 9 to bre him to leave Jerua 


alem. | 
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u ſuppoſtd.vo die in or 
and twentieth, Year of King Joafh's 
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- The Syizn Army was no: ſooner marchd off, but God 
calls Joafh himſelf to an Account. for his Idolatry and the 
Murder of the innocent Zachuriah: For he being very 
infirm in his Health, and labouring under a Complication 
of Diſeaſes; his Servants Zubad and Fehozabad, conſpiring 
againſt him for the Blood of the Son of Jehoida the Prieſt 
murder'd him in his Bede Thus died Foaſh, after forty 
Years Reign; and becaule he was of / Royal) ExtraGtion 
they buried him in the Ciryrof: Duvid;zburtnor in the 
Royal Sepulchre; becauſe he-was an Idolater ? 

Jebu dying in the three and twentieth Tear of You 
King of Judah, his Son Hahn bua ſucceeded him; wh 
imitating his Predeceſſors in the Political Idolaery of the 
Golden Calves, to preſerve the Crown! vf2:1Þrael-from 
being united to that of udah, he provbked the. Lord to 
afflict both him and bis People) which he- did in del 
vering them into the Hands of Hazael the King of Hrit 
and afterwards into the Hand of this. Son Benhhddad. Vet 
when Je boahaz return'd.to: the Lord, he had Compaſſion 
on him; and in due Time ſent them a Delis erer; but thi 
was not in the Reign af :Jehoahaz, but of his Son 
. Fehoahaz, was brought to ſo ( lowa Condition 
by the frequent Indaſions of the Syrians, that He had but 
fifty. Horſemen, ten Chariats, and ten thouſafid Foot 'Sob 
diers jeft)i Ahe many Defears:he>ind:receiva{3 and the 


Oppreſſion under which he dabohr'd from the Syrians; ſo 
diſpirited Jebanhax, that grown weary of Government 
and Life: herdied; and is furreeded by tis Sow Hog, 1 
„ nA td nid in,, od) % b bas Pyints 
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= at eg ynarchies gr. the Io. recorkile; this ;theil; 
Joke eigns of Far 4 an dor el let fe de 
thoſe Times (which were ftrqdenr) ro Bertnerſhip of the Government by 
have render'd the Chronology very his Father two or three Years befbre 
difficult; as in this Caſe : For Jeho. his Death; which is very probable. 
aba in 2 Kings 13. 1. is ſaid to have: (x) Low, Oc. Now .it was that 
reigned ſeventeen Years ; which can the Prophet Eliſha had ſeen the ful- 
not be according to What is {aid in filling- of that Prediction, which he 
the ſame Verſe, viz, That he began had given Hazael, concerning the 
his Reignin:rhe three and twentieth' Grielty and Devaſtation he would 
Year: of- Joaſh King of Judah, for cxentiſs/vpon. Hat, when be cam 
then he couſd reign but tourteen.at. to-the'Crowh bf Sri. 
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Prince org fartunate, though not more religious, than 
his Fat hy 4.6 been ear, 7 ' ci OY 4 
Eliſha, had lived to ſee the Completion of what he 
foretold Hax ael before he was King of Syria, which was 
kerally fulfilled in Jehoahat'g, Reign ; and being now 
very old, and taken {1 | 
Reign, he receives a Viſit from him upon bis ſick Bed. 
Young King Joas ſeeing him very weak, in Tears lamented 
the approaching Death of ſo, great a Prophet and ſo holy 
2, Man. The Prophet obſeryin — 5 and knowing that. 
the. Lord had. determined to 6 5 [rae by this King 
from the Oppreſſion of the Syriaus,; by the ()) Alluſion 
of the Bow and Arrows ſhew d him what Succeſs he was. 
likely to have againſt his Enemies. Joas incouraged with 
this favoura ble Prediction in three pitch'd Battels beat 
Benhadad King of Syria, and recover d from him all the 
Cities of Iſrael which had been taken from them by Har 
zael, Benhadad's Father. During which Tranſactions the 


: 1 


Prophet Eliſpa died, and after he had been ſome time 


buried, the divine Power, by which he wrought ſo many 
Miracles in his Life-time, gave a ſacred; Approbation ol 
his Prophetick Actions by a poſthumous.one ;-for a certain. 
Man being buried near. Eliſhas depulchre, the dead Man 
no ſooner” touch d the Bones of EJiſba, but he revived 
nnn 1-0... Go. 

Joaſh King of Tau having receiv'd the. Reward of 
his Ingratitude and Cruelty from his two treacherous Ser- 
vants, his Son Amaziah ſucceeded, him, and for a while 


ck in the beginning of King Joas's 


walk'd in the Ways of the Lord; but he held not long 


ſo; for following the Example of his Father, be. let the 


High Places ſtand, and ſuffer d the People to offer Sacri- 


fice, and burn Incenſe there. As ſoon as he was ſettled, 


he took revenge of the two Traytors that had murder'd” 


his Father: Then having new officer d and new model'd 


his Army, upon a general Muſter he found he had three 


hundred thouſand able Men. But not une them 
ſtrong enough, he added a hundred thouſand hired Troops 


ml * 
* 4 


CET 


| (3) Alam. See 2 Kings 13. 15. 
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their way, kill'd three thou 


134 A Compleat Hiſtory Book VI 
of Iſraelites ; and with theſe he intended to fall upon the 
Edomites, but was forbidden by a Prophet, who adviſed 
him to diſcharge the Iſraelites; which with great Unwil. 
lingneſs he did, and march'd againſt the Edomites with 
his own People only, and attacking them in the Valley 
of Salt he killed ten thouſand upon the ſpot, and took 
ten thouſand Priſoners, whom he cruelly executed by 
throwing them headlong down a ſteep Rock. But this 
Victory was ſomewhat eclips'd by the-/ſraelites, whom 
King Amaziah had diſcharged ; for TY them- 
ſelves ill uſed in being not permitted to go to fight the 
Edomites, in their Return plunder'd all the Towns in 

Kill's find Men, and carry'd away 
much Spoil. But the greateſt Misfortune of all was that 
of Amaziah's bringing home the Edomite Gods with 
him, to which he paid Adoration, and offer'd Incenſe. 
This ſo provok'd the Lord, that ſending a Prophet he re- 
proach'd him for his Apoſtacy, and threaten'd to cut him 
off. Which Prediction ſoon came to paſs ; for Amaziah 
being ſomewhat elated with his late Succefs againſt the 
Edomites, and thinking himſelf bound in Honour to re- 
venge the Damage the Iſraelitiſpb Army had done his 
Towns, he ſent a Challenge to Joas King of Ifrael to 
meet him and fight a pitch d Battle. Joas deſpiſed this 
vain Prince, and adviſed him to ſtay at home; which fo 


fretted Amaziah, that he without delay drew out his 


Forces and march'd to meet Joas; who was fo well pre- 
pared to teceive him, that he routed the Army, took the 
King Prifoner, and carried his victorious Arms to Jeruſa- 
tem; where he enterd in Triumph, broke down four 


Hundred Cubits length of the Wall, plunder'd the Temple 


and Palace of all that was valuable, and ken Hoſtages 
with him he left the King of Judah to deplore his Fate at 
Feruſalem, whilſt he marches in Triumph to Samaria. 
Amaziah lived fifteen Years after this Defeat; but there 
is nothing remarkable of him to be found, fave that he 
was flain at Lachiſb by ſome Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
Who had conſpired againſt him; and being without any 
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Book VI. of the Holy Bible. 135 
State or Formality brought to Jerujalem, he Was buried 
in the City of David. 

Joas King of Iſrael was ſucceeded by his Son Jero- 
boam, who came to the Throne in the (z) fifteenth Year 
of Amaziah King of A This King injoy'd a long 
Reign, and was ſucceſsful in many military Atchievments, 
to which he was incouraged by the Prophet Jonah, whom 
God for that end ſent to him; for taking Pity on the 
Diſtreſs of Jſrael, which had long lain expoſed to the In- 
curſions of their Neighbours, and unwilling to Jet them 
be quite extirpated, under the Conduct of this King Je- 
roboam recover d them into part of their former Cont 
tion. He recover'd the greateſt part of the Country his 
Anceſtors had loſt, and reſtored the ancient. * of. 
the Kingdom of Jſrael from Hamath to the. Sea * the 
Plain. 


* The King of Irael having thus 1 his W 

ſome Neighbours to a more peaceable Temper, the Pro- 
phet (a) Jonah, (b) who had cs e and directed him 
in all his warlike Undertakings, is by God commanded 
to another Place. His (c) Commiſſion was expresſly for 
K 4 . Ne, 


— — ® — — 
(=) Bf E — This is «nes 7 fand As, ade oc et bella 
Ca 1 which ſeems to 


Priſoners, beſides a great Number 
jult ; for he reign'd thirty Years, fi 


that were ſlain in the Action, Iu 
_ of which he liv'd after the Death they proſper'd, becauſe God i ingaged 
of Joas Ring ot Þ Iſrael, who — in 0 


on their ſide; and theſe tw 
the fifteenth Year of a and a half having og the Ha- 
* To ſome part of 


Cree 


— 


this ark: 
Reign ( viz. Feroboam's)) ſhould 

referred that Action which we 7 
in 1 Chron. 5. 18. was Dy 

the Reubenites, Gadites, and the ha 
Tribe of Manaſſch ; who muſtering 
four and forry thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and fixty able Men, and well 
Skill'd in War, made War upon the 
Hagarites ; and being aſſiſt by the 
Lord, to whom in the time of the 
Battle they addreſs'd themſelves, they 
ave the Hagarites a very great De- 
t, and took a prodigious Booty 
from them, conſiſting of fifty thou- 
ſand Camels, two hundred and fifty 
thouſand Sheep, two hundred thou- 


Has. ths they dwelt in their Places till 


Captivity. 
(a) Jonah. He is called the Son 
of Amittai, Jon. 1. 1. This probably 
was the Name of of his Father: But 


St. Jerom, in his 1 to this 
Prophet's Book, ſays Hebrew: 
affirm, that he was . 'Son of the 


Widow of Sarepta, whom the Pro- 
phet Elijah raiſed from the dead: 
i Kings 17 
b) Who, 14. 35 | 
c) Commiſſion. The on 95 the 
Lord's Tndilg a Prophet to a Hea- 
then City, when Prophets were want- 
ing to correct and inſtruct. his own 
TOs was, that the Hein be- 


EN 


136 A Compleat Hiſtory: Book VI. 
(d) Nineveh, whither he was to go and exhort the Inha- 
bitauts to Repentance; for the Cry of their Sins was 
come before the Lord.” The ſharp Meflage which Jonah 
was to deliver, (no leſs than the (e) Deſtruction of their 
City after the Expiration of forty Days) and the great 
Power of the People, ſo terrify'd Jonah, that forgetting 
the Preſence of God, which is every where, he thought 
to (f) evade this Errand by going to ſome other Place. 
Intending therefore to go to Tarſhijh, he went down to 


Joppa, a Sea- port Towniz®to- ſeek a Paſſage, Where find- 
ing a Ship ready to fail, ke paid the Fare and went on 


board. But God ſoon cenvinced him of his Diſobe- 
dience; for when they were out at Sea, a ſudden Storm 
aroſe, which continuing, the Seamen, ſeeing their Ship in 
danger of being loſt, cried to their Gods for Help, and 
unloading the Ship found Jonah in the Hold faſt aſleep. 
Then rauzing him, they bid him call upon his God, that 
they might not all periſh; but the Storm continuing, they 
8 to calt (g) Lets, thak they might know who was 

e-guilty Perſon, for whoſe ſake this Calamity befel them. 
The Lot falling upon Jonab, they preſs d him to tell 
them, whab he had done, who he was, and from whence 
he. came. Jonah's Conſcience. ſtruck him, for he plainly 
ſaw the Jultice of God had overtaken him, and Mr 


, — * * 
* 


” * 
ah — ** — 


Ing conyerted by the mighty Power containing in it more than ſixſcore 
of his Word, and that in thiee — 6 thouſand Perſons that did not know 
eaching too, Iſrael might Tee how their right Hand from their left, 


# 


orribly they had provoked God's which muft be underſtood of In- 


Wrath, who had, by the Giligent 
and conſtant” preaching of his Pro- 
phers for ſo many Years, indeavoured 
to convert them. * 

(4) Nine veh. It was the Metropo- 


lis of the Mirian Monarchy, and 


very ancient, being built ſoon after 
the Flood by Nimrod, Great Grand- 
ſon to Mah; (for ſo Interpreters take 


the Words in Gen. 10. 11. which have 


ſome Confirmation from Micah 5. 6.) 
but being afterwards inlarged by Ni- 
245, it took its Name from him. It 
was a very large Place, being fifty 
Miles in Compaſs. And how popu- 


Joys it was may be gather d from its 


fants. The Name of the King who 
at this time reign'd there is ſaid to be 
Phul, the Father of Sardanapalus. 
bz Deſtruct ion. See Jon. 3. 4. 

( Evade. Some Interpreters 
ſappoſe the Reaſon of Jonab's Diſo- 
bedience to be, That it was new and 
unuſual for the Prophers of the Lord 
to be taken from the Ele People, 
and ſent to the Gentiles. | 

(g) Lots. Which was wont to be 
done, when rhere was no Hope that 
all could eſcape; for the Heathens 
uſed ſuperſticioully ro caſt Lots in 
cad of -Nevwliy.:  .* tf 5:55 
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The Ninevites repentance. 
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JONAH 3. Verſe 1 
Jotheppeopple of AN meveh believed God and. 
prrociaumed YHYC and Per onfacketorh, ON, 
rapie, Hem ever to mHhe gb. Ui hem. 
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Book VI. of the Holy Bible. 137 
ſing his Guilt told them, he was a Hebreu; that he had 
diſobey'd the Lord, in thinking to fly from his Preſence]; 
and, to appeaſe God's Wrath, he bid them throw him 
over-board, and then the Storm would ceaſe: Which the 
Seamen with much Reluctancy did, praying at the fame 
time to God not to lay the innocent Blood of this his Ser- 
vant to them, who did it for their own Preſervation. Jonah 
was no ſooner thrown over- board, but the Sea was calm; 
which ſtruck the poor Seamen with ſuch Devotion, that 
they offer d a Sacrifice to the Lord, and made Vows: |. 

Tho' God was pleaſed thus to puniſh Jonab's Diſobe- 
dience, yet in the midſt of Judgment remembring Mercy, 
he had prepared a great (%) Fiſh to receive him, which 
ſwallowing up Jonah, he continued in the Belly of the 
Fiſh (i) three Days and three Nights; after which time, 
having before pray d to the Lord, the Fiſh vomited him 
out upon the dry Land. Jonah, being thus miraculouſly 
deliver'd from his living Priſon, no more diſputes the 
Command of his God, but haſtens away to Nineueh; and 
being got a Day's Journey into the City, he with a Free- 
dom and Preſence of Mind becoming his Character pro- 
claim d, (k) Tet forty Days, and Nineveh ſhall be ower- 
thrown. The People of Nineveh believing this Meſſage 
to be ſent from God proclaim'd a Faſt, and putting on 
Sackcloth ſhew'd ſuch Tokens of Sorrow and Repentance, 
that God reverg'd their Doom. This diſpleaſed Jonah 
exceedingly ; for he having poſitively denounced De- 
ſtruction to Nineveh, and fix d the Time, he thought 
this Clemency of God in ſparing them would ſubje& him 


— — 
* 2 2 


as * 


65) Fiſh. The Name of this Fiſh (E) Yet, ec. Though this be the 
is not expreſs d in Jon. 1. 17, nor in Subltanceot the Judgment denounced 
c. 2. v. 10. Interpreters differ much by Jonah againſt Nineveh, Jon. 3. 4+ 
about the Species of it, in which they yet it is reaſonable to believe, that 
might have ſaved their Labour, ſince 822 more than barely this; 
our Bleſſed Lord in Matt. 12. 40. calls both tor Conviction, by laying open 
it a Whale. . the Sins of the Nine vites, to maniteſt 

i) Three, &c. In this reſpet ge the Juſtice of the Judgment de- 
val was a very apt Type of our Bleſ- nounced ; and alſo for Exhortation, 
ſed Saviour, who for the ſame ſpace to bring them to Repentance, that 
8 time was in the Belly. of Earth, the they might eſcape it. 

rave. ann 22 r 
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| 138 A Compleat Hiſtory, Book VI. 
to the Cenſure of having been a falſe Prophet, and.accor. 
dingly expoſtulates with God about it; who gently re- 
rovd him, asking him, whether he did well to be angry? 
owever. Jonah in Diſcontent went out of the City, and 
building a Booth he fate under the Shade of it, waiting 
to ſee what would be the Fate of the City; ſeeming ra- 
ther to deſire the Deſtrꝑction of the Place, than indure 
the leaſt Reflection on his Prophetical Office. But God 
ve him a rational Conviction of his Partiality to him- 
elf, and want of Pity to the Ninevites; for he prepared 
a (7) Gourd, and made it ſhade Jonah from the ſcorch- 
ing Beams of the Sun, which were troubleſome to him, 
This - pleaſed Jonah; but early the next morning God 
prepared # Worm, which gnawed the Gourd, and made 
Jongh, haying loſt this Defence from the 


it wither. 
Heat of the Sun, was ſo infeſted with its ſcorching and 
the violent Eaſt Wind, that he fainted, and in the Ex- 
tremity of Pain he wiſh'd to die. Upon which God ex- 
poſtulated with Jonah thus: Thou haſt had Compaſ- 
„ ſion on the Gourd, for which thou haſt not leans 
S791: | | neither 


— 1 


* . * - 


tively that it was an ty but that it 
muſt have been ſome ſach Plant, ra- 
ther than a Gourg or a Cory jor 
which growing cloſe to the Earth 
could not have ſhaded Jonah from the 
Hear of un. But this was not 
all; for St. Jerom complains, that he 
was ſent for to Rome, and there ac- 
cuſed of Sacrilege and Hereſy by 
St. Auguſtine's Friend, for changin 

the Name of this Plant from a Gour 

to 195 and that they who ſtood for 
his Verſion of this Word were ſo 


— (1) Geurd, That Tranſlations, by 
; Kicking :too cloſely ro the Original, 
and likewiſe by going too far from 
it, have multiplied Controverſies, and 
iven Occalion to ſeveral fooliſh and 
uperſtitious Fancies, and dangerous 
Errours; amongſt many others, we 
have here in this Text of Jonah 2. 6. 
a very remarkable Inſtance. What 
this Gonrd was, no 


= 


— 41 — 
knows :. There are many —— 
about it, and it has afforded Matter 


for great Debate formerly, eſpecially 


between the two Fathers St. Jerom 
and St. Auguſtine. St. Ferom tranſla- 
ted the H:brew Word Kikaion by that 
of. Foy ; but the Septuagint and wul- 
£97 Latin, which were St. Auguſtine's 

avourite Verſions, tranſlated the one 
4 wild Gonrd, the other a Pumpkin. 


Sr. FJeroms Freedom had like to have 


coſt him dear; for St. ine at- 
tack'd him violently in ſeveral Let- 
ters, to which St. Jerom always an- 
ſwer'd very civilly, telling him he 
did not pretend to determine poſi- 


ſcurvily uſed, that they were often 

to come to Blows, Whatever 
Name this Plant ſhould go by, no 
doubt it was a Plant of a ſpreading 
Leaf: Whence ſome have taken it 
for a wild Vine; others for à Cucum- 
ber, or a Pumpion; and . it 
might be the Palmetta. If any de- 
fire ro be further inform'd'of this ri- 
diculous Controverſy, they may con- 
ſult Ribera on Jonah, Sixius Senenſit, 
Martinius, and Calvin's Commentary 
on the Place, 2 8 
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Book VI. of the Holy Bible: 139 
neither didſt thou make it grow, and which came up ina 
« Night, and periſh'd in a Night: And ſhould not II 
* Nineveh, that great City, wherein are more than ſixſaore 
« thouſand Perſons that can not diſcern between their 
« right Hand and their left; and alſo much Cattle? (n 

Return we now to the Affairs of Judah, whoſe. laſt 
King was affaſſinated at Lachiſo by ſome Conſpirators of 
Jeruſalem, His Son young (n) Uzziah at the Age of fyxe 
teen Years is proclaimd King. He was a religious Prince 
the former part of his Reign, maintaining the Worſhip of 
the true God, for which the Lord bleſs'd his Arms with 
Succeſs. He worſted the Philiſtine: in many Battles, 
diſmantled the Cities Gath, Jabneh and Axoth, and was 
ſo ſucceſsful againſt the Arabs and the Ammonites, that 
he became terrible to his Neighbours: And to fecure and- 
adorn his Royal City of Jeruſalem, he built Towers on 
the Walls of it, from whence by Engines they could 
throw Darts and Stones on an approaching Invader. He 
was a great Admirer of Husbandry, which he vaſtly im- 
prov'd;- and by it grew very wealthy. But the Glory of 
all his Kingdom was his Arms, which conſiſted of. two 
thouſand fix hundred Officers, and three hundred and 
ſeven thouſand and five hundred Soldiers, compleatly, 
arm'd- both for Offence and Defence. Thus bleſs d in all 
things was this happy King ſo long as the Prophet (e) Ze- 
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(m) The Book of Jonah ends as cerning the Ninevitcs, chap. 4 v. 11. 
ibruptly as it begins; for it begins it is likely he revers'd their Doom. 
with a Conjunction Copulative [ And (n) Uzziah. la 2 Kings 15. 1. he 
the Ward of the Lord came Ju is called AZzariah. 

for ſo it ſhould be read; and in the (0) Zechariah. He was not only a 

ible of 1600 it is, The Word of the Prophet, but Preceptor to the King. 
Lord came ALSO to Jonah) which St. Jerom ſays, this Zechariah was 
has made ſome Commentators think, the Son of that Zechariah the Son of 
that this was but an Appendix to Fehoida who was ſtoned by the Com- 
ſome other Writing of his, or of mand of King Joaſb, and born after 
ſome other concerning him. This his Father's Death. Helvicus will not 
Book of Jonah likewiſe ends as ab- allow the Zechariah, whom he men- 
ruptly as it begun; for ir gives no tions in the 33d Year of Uzzzah's' 
Account, what became of the Nine Reign, to be the ſame with the Pro- 
vites, or of Jonah himſelf after this: phet Zechariah who wrote the Pro- 
Though from God's convicting of — under Darius; and with 
Jonah by the Miracle of the Gourd, on. 
and his compaſſionate Expreſſion con- 
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charigh lived, which was to the three and thirtieth Year 
of his Reign; but when he was dead, the King was ſo 
puffed up with his Greatneſs, that forgetting himſelf, he 
would needs go into the Temple of the Lord to burn In- 
cenſe upon the Altar. Azarzah the Prieſt ſeeing this, 
attended by eighty other Prieſts, followed the King, and 
told him; It was not his Office to butn Incenſe, but 
theirs. The haughty King inrag'd to be thus reprov'd 
by his Subjects, holding a Cenſer in-his Hand, threatned 
them, and was juſt going to burn the Incenſe ; but he 
was in the Inſtant ſtruck with a Leproſy, and obliged te 
depart the Temple in a ſhameful Manner. Nor did he 
ever recover of this Diſeaſe, but was forced to dwell 
apart by himſelf; and his Son Jotham, as Vice-Roy, 
took upon him the Adminiſtration during his Father's 
Life. Who having reigned (p) Two and fifty Years 
died, and was buried in the ſame Field wherein the 
Royal Sepulchres were, but at a Diſtance from them. 
- Whilſt the Affairs of Judah were in a flouriſhing Con- 
dition under that part of Uzz4ah's_ Reign, wherein, he 
ſerved the Lord, the Kingdom of Iſrael began to (q) decline; 
for Zachariah the Son of Jeroboam, the Second and laſt 
of the Race of Jehu, who ſucceeded his Father, in the 
Eight and thirtieth Year of Uzz;ah King of Judah, was 
at the End of ſix Months murder'd. by Shallum, who 
uſurp'd the Iſraelitiſb Crown, which he poſſeſs d but one 
Month; for Menahem going from (r) Tirzah, ſlew * 
ö um, 
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(p) Two, r. The Prophefies do upon the Houſe of Ahab; wiz, 
containing bur litrle Hiſtorical Mat- That he and his Family ſhould fir on 
ter in them, I ſhall only take No- the Throne of Iſrael unto the fourth 
rice of them in the Reigns of thoſe Generation; which was about an 
Kings in whoſe Time they prophe- hundred Years ; the laſt of the Fa- 
fied. | mily being this King Zachariah the 
. (q) Decline. King Zachariah was Son of Jeroboam the Second, 
the Fourth from Jehu, and the laſt (r) Tirzah. Joſephus ſays that this 
King of his Race; in whom was Menahem was at the Siege of Tirzab 

ed that gracious Promiſe, which by King Zachariab's Order, where 
the Lord was pleaſed to make to it is probable he might be General, 
Fehu, as a Reward for his Courage becauſe of mokg himſelf King vp- 


had commanded him to : 
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lum, and made himſelf (6) King. 'Menahem:; being ſettled 
on the⸗ Throne tock the Town of Tiphſah, which had 
refuſed: to open their Gates to him; for which he put 
the Inb#bitants to the Sword, and was ſo barharouſly 
cruel; that be ripp'd- up all the Women that were with 
Child in the Placer; after which he: plunder'd and laid 
waſtiall the Countty abbut it as far as Tirxab. 

In theſe Times was: [rael-torh with terrible Convul; 
8 Rapine, Murder, and all manner of Violence, and 
eſpecially Superſtition and Idolatry reigning throughout 
the Land; and tho God ften admohiſh d, — and 
threatned them by his, Prophets, yet they would not re- 
pent; whereupom God ſtirred up @) Pbul King of 400 
ria do come and (v).invade-the Land. Menahem under- 
ſtanding this, politickly contriv'd to make an Advantage 
of this chreatning Storm; for preſenting the Aſhrian King 
with! Three thouſand Talents of Silver, which he raiſed 
2mong his People, he not only perſuaded Phul to with- 
dra his Forces, hut before he went, to confirm the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Crown to him. This anſwer' d his End, for 
be reigmd : quietly ten Years, and was ſucceeded by his 
Sou Pekabrah; in the fiftieth Lear of Uzziah King, of 
Judall: He had not reign'd above two Years, when 
Pekah the General of his Army conſpir'd againſt him, and 
having: flain him in the Tower of the Palace Royal 
kizd the Crown, which he wore twenty Years; tho* not 
with great Quiet, for Tiglathpileſer King of Aria, fell 
updt» Jjon, Abelbethmaachah, Janoah, Kadeſo, Haxor, 
Gilead and Galilee, and all the Land of Naphtali, all 
ſubje& to the Crown of Iſrael, and carried the Thhabi- 
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9 We are irre to vide it ſtill more evident, that that Book, 
Boo 2 ek 855 fo often referred to, is loſt. 
of Nel, js Account o (t) Phul, This Phul is b ſome 
of Js Acts of theſe thre aſt „taken to be that King of -n 
Zachariah, Shallum and then the chief City of the Aſian 
of which Ads no mention is bem: 3 who is ſaid to have re- 
in either gf thoſe Books | of Chro- pented at the Preaching of Jonah. 
nicles which we have.” Which males TORE 7-26 See 2 Kimgs 15. 19. 
I 8 
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king Advantage of Pekah's Confuſion and Diſtreſs by 
this Ravage and Stripping of his Country, murders him, 
and crowds himſelf into the Throne; where for a while 
we will leave him, and return to the Affairs of Judah. 
otham was Five and twenty Years old when he b 

to Teign, tho? as Vice-Roy ſome Years before the while 
Adminiſtration had gone thro' his Hands. He had fre. 
=_ War with his Neighbours, particularly with Resin 
Kiag of Syria, and with Pekah King of Iſruel: He made 
War likewiſe with the 3 whom he defeated; 
arid oblig d to pay him Tribute. He was a juſt, power- 
ful and (u) religious Prince; and of à publick Spirit, for 
he built a Gate to the Temple; and raiſed many other 
Structures for the Service and Strength of his Kingdom; 
| and after ſixteen Years Reign he died, and was ſucceed- 
ed by his Son Ahax, a wicked Prince, who. degenerated 
1 from *he Piety of his Father and Grandfather, and ſo far 
| exceeded the worſt of his Predeceſſors, that he not only 
walked'in the Steps of Feroboam, who ſet up the Calve- 
| Worſhip, but made molten Images for all the inferiour 
Gods of the Heathens. He ſacrificed and burnt Incenſe 
lf in the High Places, and on the Hills; and under every 
) 

{ 

| 


CY EO Am Am. co  1SCO _ a a. 


>. as. 3a a © as: i a3 _ oc. . as as 6 mis tires 


| Tree. He likewiſe burnt Incenſe in the Valley. of 
the Son of Hinnom (a Place not far from 1 eraſales) a and; 
to add to -his other Impieties, he made his Son to 
chro the (x) Fire, according to the Cuſtom of the. _ 
then, nn God had cal out to Sete room wh the 
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e 'Religiour. Tho' the Bi 8 n 2 'was 
"6 nin, during his Tie made of of in Body like a Man, 
2 Kings 15. 35- yer; rhe ie People thac bur in Head like an Ox; in Bulk ſo 
C: there, to the great, that the Bod was divided in- 
Lord. to ſeven diſtinct Cells; into one of 

(xL Fire. Interpreters agree, that which the Child to be ſacrificed be- 
this paſſing hey the Fi 4 * done, ing was. ſuffocated and burae 
either by cauſing the Child to paſs to 85 by the Heat, MATH) (by 
to Naeh between two 7D made, 88 ol 2 Fir 7 uy. 
near” the one to the other for that that the e 85 
— © e che Child was might er ard, Fel 9 8 be 

t conſeeratid to that Bes 53. 9970 1 . 

Idol: . up — Child called Tiphety whi 
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Childten of Iſrael. But God ſoon call'd him to a ſtrict 
Account for theſe abominable Doings, by permitting the 
(y) Kings of Syria and Iſrael to invade and ravage his 
Country. Theſs two Kings with their Joint-Forces laid 
Siege to Feruſalem ; which put Abaz and his People into 
a great Fright : But the Lord ſent the Prophet Jſaiah to 
Ahaz, to comfort him, and foretel the Deſtruction of his 
Enemies, and the Eſtabliſhment of himſelf and People, 
if they would believe in the Lord. For confirmation of 
this the Prophet bid 4haz ask a Sign of the Lord; but 
the ſtubborn King would not, under a hypocritical Pre- 
tence that he would not tempt God; tho? it was nothing 
but a v of his * — two Kings ha- 
ving ſpent ſome Time in the Siege of Jeruſalem, diſpair- 
ing of taking it, retir d; but 3 moſt 2 
rous Hoſtilities in other Parts of the Kingdom; for Re in 
King of Sria recovered Elam, out of which he drove 
the Fews and ſettled the Edomites in it, and return'd to 
Damaſcus with a great Booty. Pekah on his fide ravag'd 
the Country with an unlimited Fury, putting a Hundred 
and twenty thouſand Men of Judah to the Sword, and 
carrying away Two hundred thouſand Women and. Chil- 
dren Captives. At the ſame time Zichri a powerful * 
00 Kings, Ore. As this Story is ſaiah c. 7. wv. 1, &c. ſays the ſame 
related in the Books of Kings and as 2 Kings 16. 5. To accomm | 
Chronicles, there , ſeems ſome Diſ- theſe ſeveral Relations, we mult ſu 


— For in 2 Chron. 28. 4 — that the Account given in t 
Os. it is ſaid, mat God delivered k of Kings, and by the. Prophet 
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Abaz into the Hand of the King of 
ria; who ſmote him; and carried 
away a great Multjtude of Priſoners 
to Damaſcus. And that he was de- 
livered into the Hand of Pekah King 
of Jrael, who flew in one Day Six 
ſcore. thouſand Men of Judah, and 
carried Two hundred thouſand Wo- 
men and Children, with much Spoil 


to Samaria. And in 2 Kings 16. 5. 


it is ſaid, that Rexin King of Syria, 
and Pet ah King ot "Iſrael came m- 
Jeruſalem; beſieged Abax, bu 

could not overcome him. And 


Iſaiah, related to one Time, aud that 
of Chronicles to another; or elſe, 
that the two [Kings of Syria and .- 
racl, after they were forc'd to raiſe 
the Siege of Jeruſalem, committed 
thoſe Hoſtilities of killing ſo many 
Men, and taking ſo many Captives, 
in other Parts of the Kingdom. For 
there ſeems to be no ground for Suſ- 
ictorr of any Miſtake of the Tran- 

criber in either Place; the Text 
ing in all three, only that in 

Nas ab and Chrenicles is more paith 


4+ calar-than-that in the Kings," -, 
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of Ephraim flew Magſiah the King's Son, together with 


Azrikiam the great Matter of the King's Houſhold, and 
Elkanah, who Was next in Authority to the King. Theſe 
Bar barities provoked the Lord, who in) pity to, diſtreſ- 
ſed Judah ſent the Prophet Oded to reprove the cruel 
Iſraelites tor the Slaughter they had made, and the Pri- 
ſoners they had taten. Upon this the Chiefs; of. the 
Tribe of Hyphraim opposid the bringing the Captives 


and Plunder into Samaria, alledging, that they had al. 


ready enough provoked God, and need not add this to 
their other Sins. This, ſo weigh'd with the Army, that 
they quitted both the Priſoners and the Booty, and the 
Princes of Iſrael clothing them that had been ſtripp'd and 
ſupplying them with neceſſaries, ſent them and the Spoil 
to Jericho to-their Friends. 1:50 12 8 p * 10-20 
The: Edomi tes having gotten Poſſeſſion of Elam and 
the Territories belonging to it, grew troubleſome Neigh- 
bours to Judah, which they infeſted with frequent In- 
cuxſions, a8 did the Philiſtines, who-took ſever al Cities 
in the South Parts of Judah. Under which afflictions, 


King Abax, inſtead of repenting, perſiſted in his Idolatry, 
and ſacrificed to the Gods of Damaſeu, hoping for Suc- 


ceſs from them, becauſe he ſaw that People flouriſhed. 


But this and his miſtaken Policy in calling in a foreign 


Aid, contributed to his Ruin; for diſtruſting the Provi- 
dence of the Lord, he ſent Ambaſſadors to (z) Tiglath- 
pileſer: King. of Aſhria with a Preſent of Silver and Gold, 
do deſire him to come and affiſt him, againſt the King of 
Sria and Iſrael, offering to become a Tributary to him, 
The Afyrian King glad of this Opportunity, makes ſhort 


* * 5 „ 


work with the King of Syria, for coming with a great 


Army againſt Damaſcus, he beſieged and (a) took it, 
flew Rezin the Syrian King, and carried away the People 
Captive. But before the Aſſyrian King left Damaſcu, 
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(x) Tiglathpileſer. He is alſo cal maſcus was not only foretold by 

ted 2417 7 ſer, 2 Chron. 28. 20. Iſaiab, c 22 by —— 
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haz Eanie, to p- y kim 4. 18 Wr there ; w „ bh 
treaſed his Idol; 10 by unluckil ily Tecing and adn | 
{dolatrou * which fo, pleaſed him, that 5 
Model of it to be made, and ſent it to Urijah i t 
at Jeruſalem, to make him {och another agat 1 175 0 
turn. Urijah perſt'd the King's Directions, ana 92 
Abaz came to Jeruſalem} facrificed on it, 
fond of this adqitional Idolatry, that he mat i (ch 
Alterations an Innovations, removing to it part of the 
Veſſels which were in the Temple, ng, A, laſt ſhut, 
the Temple up: And fo extitigui Worthip of 
the God of his Fathers quite, he cauſed 2 to be 
trected in every Corner of Jeruſalem ; and in all the 
Cities of Judah. he made x Places to burn Incenſe int 
to other Gods. In the Height of theſe Impieties Aba. 
fied, having, reigned fixteen, Years, and was but ried 4 
Jeruſalem ; but not i the Royal Sepulchre of | he 
df Judah. ws 
Hoſhea the Son of Elak havi murder d babe Kiks 0 
Judah and ſeia'd the Crown,, ſoon found his Piepsen 
attended irh many Incumbrances. For he un 
his wieked Predeceffors, and together, with The Peopl 
continding in Difobedience an ' Rebellion. againſt the 
Lord, ing t the Admonitions and Threatnings of the 
Prophers, they at laſt ſo highly provoked God, that he 
deſerte them, and fuffered the of (4) Aſſyria to af. 
fit them: For Hoſhea was Kaner ſettled in hit ill gotten 
Throte, whitn © Salmanafſar the Aſſyrian” Monarch in- 
vaded him. Hoſbea ſor this Time pacify d him with large 
Prefents, atid æ Protnife of _— r to him. 
Vl. 2 } | | But 
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But ne 00 in to > Pay hi Tri — * and intendin 
to 1 57 the Rice Koche King g er Stn 
wal + Feel Miſc K. of 11 5 igvs, marches 
112 Bn my direct 825 Samaria, and "laid Siege t 
it waht 7 e out thike Lets, but at laſt was fore d to 
10 Ad, ich- was in the Nin ih! ang laſt Year of Hoſbea 
cg. 5 Salma Dar baviti; tak the Place, \ 10 Hojhea 
in Iro 


ns and' contin'd kim löfe, and carryin Ifrael 
Captives | into 14 rich "be placed them. in Ha ah And! in 
abo by the River Goa, and 1 in the Cities, of Media 
bus Were tet Tribes difp oſſeſs d of the Land of Canaan, 
which 'G6d Bad given 10 their Fathers, Ka ce, 'Becailſ 
«rh 'obe ed* riot the Voice of the Lord t eir God, but 
Duane of che ord had ee and woule not der 
em, Hof them!“ Ang ok this Calamity. they had 

955 "on 2Umpoiſh'd, and their Capeviy” forexold by 
ng the Captive Jraelites that were led' away by 
73 ar, 1 15 6 65 Man of t the Trib ihe ad Ci 

Nip nf ad ſetved God from His Ire, and 

of Nh ; Fo of Charity. He married a, Wife of hi 
own, pan a Auna, by by Whon 105 had 2 100 named 
Thich," c TW -whom' Ne 8 rough 58 piduſly. In 
xl heir E 7 Uithis H ttle Tally del and would 
Hor el of [bis Food of the e 2 vi tvs After the 
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WHO] - lb unge 12 Cum. 18. Ul. he aok of enki 
and mode its 14 a 0 King?1035nibal Books ofi Seri „le is gene- 
Ras U. 7. to v. * here ther Ju- rally believ'd to have; been writ by 

ice of God in di nheriting the I,. the two Tobits; but there Is no cet. 
l and the — of it, are very tainty of that. It is likely the Book 


eb wing , ot * in rr 
ers. = A060 9.9 Which was the Language of tilt 
to e 5.60% 6, . 8 | Eounnr where Tobit Gao Caprive. 
and ch. 14, 17. al Sti Jerom tranſlated it from the Cha 
b. 1340. e oo to che bnd; Haict Original, which is now loſt; 
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e F 675. and.). from · which the Greeb varies a lite 
And M: 125 5, 6, Cc. ch. 2 3, Känſert this Story here, becauſe | 
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, clothed the Naked, and buried thoſe that died, gy ö 
ad been kill'd. King Senuacherib after flying from 2g 
had len 


ing inform'd of this, commanded, him 
his Goods to be ſeiz'd. Tobit nasa 


want a Friend to conceal him. 
the King was murder d by | his t. 


very much farigu e Office, 
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Tobit believing he had not long to live, gave his Son 
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bet at Rage, w recover the ten Talents hs had lent hm, 
and return his Rereipt. Young Tobias was unwilling l! 
to undertake this Journey alone; therefore his Father 
bid him inquire for ſome civil Perſon to bear him Com. 
pany, whom he would requite for his Trouble. The 
Angel Raphael appeared to Tobias in the Shape of x 

young fraelice, and offered to conduct him to his Es. 
ther's Friend Gabel at Rages, at whoſe Houſe he fail 
he had been, calling himſelf Azariab the Son of Ana 
#ias, and promis d to carry out and bring back the 
young Man in ſafety. As ſoon as they were gone Ti 
bias's Mother wept, fearing ſhe ſhould never fee her 
Son ; bur the Husband truſting in God, comforted 
Ber. Tobias being on his Way, and coming to the Ri. 
ver Tigris, went to waſh his Feet, and ſaw a great Fiſh 
coming out of the Water, which he thought would de 
vour him; but the Angel incourap'd him, adviſing hit 
to lay hold of the Fiſh and'pull it upon tie Land: When 
he had ſo done, the Angel bid him take the Iimrails of it 
and to Keep the Heart, the Gall and the Liver, aſſign: 
ing for a Reaſon, that the Liver and the Heart being 
butrit on the Coats, the Smoke of them would drive 
away evil Spirits, and that the Gall was proper for 
enting of Blemiſhes in the Eyes. Then they dreſſed ſome 
of the Fiſh, and falted' up the reſt to ſerve them till they 
came to thetr Journey's End: > 

0 Forer near Ecbatan a. City of Media, the Ange 

told Tobias there was a Man in that City called Raguel, 

who was of the ſame TriBe, and his near Kinſman ; that 

Ke ſhould go and lodge at his Houſe, ask his Daughtet 

in Marriage, and by that Means-he would get all he-had, 

Tobias told him he was informed ſhe had Been married al- 

ready to ſeven Husbands, who were all dead, and that 

the Eoll Spirit had Killed them; that he fear d the ſame 

Fate would befal him, and being an only Son, his Death 

would cauſe: ſo great Affliction and Grief to his Parents, 

chat it would haſten their End. The Angel anſwer d, 

That the Perſons over whom the Evil Spirit had Power, 

were ſuch as married Without the Fear of' God, and % 


4 P e : 
EIS 
* af 7 2 
« - L 
0 * * - — *_ 
6 - * „ Pl » ts? 


BELINSH on 14s 

E _— * £2" #.* * 
5 -& * 70 . — 
— * 4 * 4 


— 
as 
pre” — . 4 
8 4 * 
* 
4 x ny ba 
* 
x 
* k 7] : 
K * 2 
— x * FR 
9 
c F 4 

i — 

1 - 

* ot On” * 
ere 
2 r 

" N — * 84 +V 

1 * * 1 a” 3 

—_— — 

4 FE * * 4 
. 
1 
* 
120 
1 , 
5 + 
#V - 
wy 
* — * 
* 
- 
- 
* 
* of 4 * 
* 9 
8 8 
1 1 * 
K 
u. "4 x 
8 „ 
— - 
TOTS 4 
D - 
WI » 5 * 
* " P + we ® 
\ . £ 
a” 2 
* 
„ 


— —-· 
—— —— — — — 


TO BIT CHAP.VIlL 
Tobias and his wite are found ſafe. 


5755 | k Fl 
— | T5 /\| 
Wohhettt : "a | 


— — — 


«Iv 


— 


- - —_ — + — 

_ _ — = CO OE ———— — 

=. 

2 = 2 — - PR== 

d — =— — — = 
. 
by . 
. : 
” ” [ | , * 
: = 
* — 
x by 
. = 
„ 
= [ , 
— — N + . " 
LY 1 — 
So = 
-- ” » — | 
—_ — AG . 
"> 
” 


27 | 
Aa — D 


IO BIT 8. Verſe 13. . 
Jo fle maid opened he door, a 
2 7 8 | | | whe 


— - b * 


= ; 4. 2. p14 9: 


Book VI. of the Holy Bible. 149 


y thought of ſatisfying their brutal Appetite like Beaſts ; 
that to prevent the Misfortune that had befallen the 
others, when he married the oung Woman, he ſhould 
ſtrictly obſerve Continence fir the, firſt ou Days, 
wholely devoting himſelf and his Wife to er. That 
the felt Night he ſhould lay the Liver of the big lh on the 
Fire, and it wauld drive away the Evil Spirit; and 
when the third Night was paſs d, he ſhoul take the 
young Woman in the Fear of the Lord, and for the fake 
of having Children. 
Tobias being arrived at Raguel's Houſe j js received with 
4 h joy and reſpeR, which incourag d the young Man 
emand his Daughter in Marria wel at firſt 
ay ſome Difficult to give her, Fart caring 1 the ſame 
Miſchief might fall on him, which had happened to the 
other ſeven that had married her; hut * An 1 bidding 
him not fear, he without more to do er to, him. 
Tobias punctually perform d what the Agel had injoined 
him in regard to his Wife ; for he roaſted the Liver of 
the Fiſh on the Coals, and ſpent three Nights in Conti- 
nence and Prayer. Raguel, who ex ted the. Death of 
this his Eighth Son in Law, was urprized and amazed 
to ſee him alive and well in the M Morning ; and for Joy of 
this made a Feaſt, and conjured hi is Lon 75 Tobias to Ly fo 
with him a Fortn * In which Time, that he * 
not ſeem to neglect his Father's Affairs, whilſt he Was 
ingaged at his Father-in Law's Houſe a merry 
he intreated the Angel, whom he took ſtill to be Aza- 
riah, to go to Rages, to receive the Money of Gabel, 
which he owed to his Father. The Angel wid ſo, went 
and received the Money, told Gabel what had h 


8 to young Tobias, and conducted bim to the Web 


ding. 

In the mean Timg old Tobit and his Wife were in 
* Pain for their Son. The Mother was inconſolable, 
ut the Father ſtill had Hopes. And now Tobias imagi- 
ning his Parents uneaſineſs at his long Abſence, took 
leave of his Father-in-Law, and ſet out with the 
his Wife, Men and Women Servants, Cattle and Camels, 
L 3 which 


91 0 15 Death he foretold the A e "Deftrudion 


> | Conpiehr Hiſtory Bock 7. 
> Garrjed a conſiderable Sum of Money. They a1. 
In eleven Days at Charan, which is not far from 
peveh. The de B. and Tobias ſe out Aich his 


ri” 


tex. git We mutual  Salurations, ER bn; bi 
Father's Eyes with the Fiſh's Gall, a LE of cm: FI 


great "Fea Weg Fl joicing for a w 5 eck; "ob | 
= 255 deſignin ging ©. reward Kane, offered him hal 
half of all that he hai broug ght home om his Journey Co! 
Upon, which, he, whom hey took ſor zariah, & * 
clared he Was the An gel Raphael, and vaniſh'd. 7500 90 
lived tg be a Hundre #7 Ae and fifty Years old. Be n 


Neve: and the. rebuilding ' of Jeruſalem. He ad: T 
A ad bis Son to depart from Nineveh Wh his ſeven Chil 
dren.” as ſoon as his Mother was dead. The Son obeyed % 
him, and immediately After the Deceaſe of his Mother tu · 0 
king his Wife, Children, - and Grand-Children, he let 
Nineveh and return d to his Father and Mother-in-Lay, 0 

ill ning in a good old Age. Upon x 
Rag 7 $ Death be inherited all that he had, and, havin F 
elf A. Hundred and ſeven and twenty, Years, died! in 
the Fear of the Lord.” 

16 poor Iſraelites being forced out 'of their, own 
Country, the Aſſyrian Kin "drew out ſeyeral Colonies of 
own People. from Babylon, and other Provinces, and 
ſent them into 00 3 — wy took n of 
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ears, as were 
tal Eſarhaddon, Exra 4. 2. 1 the 2 and Grand 
ing the Grandſon of Sal- ſon; and w N Y, Who were 
» by whom the | Coun t by Eſtrhadd 98 not in 


28 pulared, it may be coiſſi- all likelihood be a ſecond Colony» 
2 d, whether it be probable, that . 
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J) Fear. That is, hy oy ſhould call this * Gallus Sylveftris, 2 

worſhip the Calf, as egener Hudcac . 

7 — done. 7 e ho p. 103. days, 1 Nerg Was a — 
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They that came from Se bo aim 
1 ang Ja (t Unanmelech. Fre Dt 
: en and the Afflictions that artendeg 
it were 4 1 Go mple mY of what the Frop phets ha 
roll 1 irqelites would inevitably befal them for thei 
bach 172 85 wete they fo far fro m1 being reclin'd, 
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their Sricked Coprls of olatry, 
Hed the A and Laws, w hich 47 


to, their ] Forefathers. 25 was the eFnd 7 the 

dom, and the beginni af that Mungre| 
Bob Which were afterwards called ago} thee My 3 Ene- 
Fs 15 5 ews, and, as fuch, rejected by them. 

| 25 of Iſrael thus extingu Ard, that of Riot Ber 

longer Period, continuing oy ahape 2 Hu ed 
351 ears after the Captiviry 6 of Iſrael commenc d. 
| 90 fu cceeding his wicked Father Abax, be- 
the third .Year of ae ang in al 


tie Tor of his own God bleſs 
e ed 7705 Ye ars Reig n n of Plenty an 
251 he was 3 religious Prince, and Dan 
* i e bh his Dominions, but that o 

as oped by the Law. 
ear © f his Reign he 

1 5 Gates of "hen Tem . 0 þ his Father par 
ut up, to the Fapri to be pair d. 
Then gi + ivin 8 | 
Ren Py.” cauſed. {roy fo cleanſe i * put afl 
Order. When the Temple was cleanſed, the 

aving recovered all the Velles and bs fils that 
could be found, had them cleanfed, and plac ed before 
the Altar of the Lord. Pieus Hezokiah hav thus pre- 
Ting for the Worſhip of his God, went early 

ur Morning f to the A attended with his chief 
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Officers; where he offered Burat-Offerings and Sacrifices 
in ſuch abundance, that the Prieſts were too few to 
them, and were fore d to accept of the Help of the Le- 
vites, who (ſo great was the Corruption then in the 
Prieſthood) were more ready to ſanctiſy themſelves than 
the Prieſts. Thus was the Seryicg of the Houſe of the 
Lord revived and fet in Order to the mutual Joy and Sa- 
tisfaction both of King and People. And now a Way 
deing open'd for a thro' Reformation, the King propoſed 
the reviving of the Paſſovęer; which, by reaſon of the 
Diviſion of thg Kingdom, and the frequent Commotions 
that had happened thereupon, hag not been regularly 
;- WM obſerv'd/for a long Time. Wherefore confulting with 
xd I his Princes, it was agreed, that fince it could not be kept 
d. in the firſt Month, (which was the uſual Time for o& 
e- becauſe there was not a ſufficient Number of Pri 
ſanctified, and the People could not haye timely Notice 
to aſſemble at Jeruſalem ; it ſhould be kept in the ſecond 
Month, and Proclamation be made from Dan to Beer» 
ſbeba, to invite not only the two Tribes of the Kingdom 
of Judah, but all thoſe of the ten Tribes of Mrael, that 
had eſcaped the Captivity. Accordingly (v) Letters 
were ſent by Poſt from the King throughout all Jfrael 
and Judah. But when the Meſſengers came to the 
Countries of Ephraim, Manaſſeh and Zebulun, they were 
derided and uncivilly uſed. However ſeveral. of the 
Tribes of Aſher, Mazaſſeh and Zebulun gladly imbraced 
the Opportunity of worſhip ping the Lord the true Way, 
and came to Jeruſalem. As for the Men of Judah, the 
Power of Gog wrought ſo effectually upon them, that 
they unanimouſly obey d the King and his Princes, who, 
they were ſenſible, acted by the Command of the Lord. 
All Things being prepared, as well as the Time would 
rmit, and the idolatroys Altars in Jeruſalem demoliſh'd 
and thrown into the Brook K:dron, the People met, an 
on the fourteenth Day of the ſecond Month, 2 
| the 
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the Paſſover. But good King Hezekiah fearing.that in ſo 
great a Multitude there might be ſome who had not ob- 
tved the Ceremony of ſanctifying, themſelves, offered 
tis attoning (u) Prayer for them, © The good Lord par- 

don every one, that prepareth his Heart to ſeek God, 
cc even the Lord God of his Fathers; altho he be not 
&. cleanſed, according to the Purification of the Sanctua. 
gary The Paſſover. being over, the King commanded 
all; that were preſent to · go into all the Cities of Judah 
and: break down the Images, burn the Groves, and de- 
moliſn the High Places and Altars, not only in Judah, 
but / in all Parts of Benjamin, and in thoſe Places of E. 
pbraim and A ſanaſſeh, which were ſubject to Judab. In 
fine; he reſtored! the ancient Worſhip, that had, been 
uſed in the Temple in all its Solemnities, allotting to 
the Prieſts and Lewites their reſpective Services and Al- 
lowances of Proviſions and other Neceſſaries. And ta 
perſect the Reformation in Point of Religion, he broke 
in Pieces the Brazen Serpent which Moſes had made, 
becauſe. the People had offered Sacrifice to it till that 
Hexekiah continuing ſtrict in the Worſhip. of the Lord, 
his Piety was rewarded with a proſperous Reign; Fad 


he metited the Title of the beſt King of Judah, (x) 
fore and after his Time. He recovered thoſe: Cities 
which the Philiſtines had taken from his Father in the 
Low-Country, and South Parts of Judah; and bein 
uneaſy under the Tribute which his Father had 1 
to pay to the King of Aria, he refuſed to pay it any 
longer. Upon this Sennacherib enters Judah in the four- 
teenth Lear of Hexekiah's Reign, and beſieging ſeveral 
Cities, took them. Which Hezekiah, hearing, and right- 
ly conjecturing that he would at laſt bend his Whole 
Force againſt Jeruſalem, reſolv d while he had Time 5 
. poc | cn 48 
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( ) Prayer. See 2 Chron. 30. formed in Jeruſalem, ſince the Time 
18, 19. ln which Chapter is ſet of Solomon. 

down the reſt of this great Solem- (x). Before. That muſt be meant, 
nity, the greateſt that had been per- fince the Diviſion of the Kingdom, 
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provided the City with all manner of warlike Amur 


King Hezekiah, demanded t 


a * 1 * * , * * N » A 0 

— o 1 * 9232 ' * IE * * . | Cs 
wok VI. of the Holy Bible. 15 
Book VI. of the Holy Bible. 5 

„ „ en N. . 7 PP 1 1 %, - 4 p 


*S,- uy 4 # bis #1 aw a 
ay 791 0:75 023411005: PMOL Or 24 1398402 
make it as ſtrong 25 he could: Ar 20 ſupply hunſelf, 


ade Se Tenge e 


a7 * 


City. Then he repaired. the ()). Wall, made ſeveral 
new Fortficaions, and added another, Wall withouy,the 
old one. He likewiſe repair d the Cittadel M; bo, and 


nition. nne „ „u \ O47 L.HEIRG dar N 
Notwithſtanding theſe Preparations, Hezebiah wilely 
conſidering the Inequality of Power, thought it ſafer. to 
ſubmit and compound the Matter, than to run the Ha- 
'zard of a Battle, or ſuffer his Country to be ravag d and 
plunder d by the Enemy. To which End he ſent Am- 
baſſador to Sennacherib, who then was: before Lachiſt 
and by them acknowledging his Offence, intreated: him 
to withdraw his Army, promiſing to ſubmit to- what 
Terms he pleaſed. The haughty , Aſſyrian Monarch de- 
mands (z) thirty Talents of Gold, and (2) Three hun- 
dred Talents of Silver; which Hezekiah with much Dif- 
ficulty did, for he was forced to ſtrip the Temple and 
his own Palace. Baſe; Sennacherib haying receiv d the 
Money, refuſes: to ſtand to the Agreement, and inſtead 
of raiſing the Siege or withdrawing his Army, - he.. ſent 
away a large Detachment under the Command of three 
Generals, Tartan, Rabſqris and, Rabſhekeh, to take Pol- 
ſeſſion of Jeruſalem ; where Ralſbekeh in the Name of bis 
Maſter, and in great Contempt of the God of Jſrae} and 

be Surrender of the. City. 
Hexekiah had ſent three of his Miniſters to Dd” Th 
the three Aſſyrian Generals, viz, Ea CN of 


. 


- bis Houſhold, Sheba the Secretary, and Joah, the Re- 
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) Wall. This I ſuppoſe was 
that part of the Wall which Joaſb 
ing of ad. had broke down in the 
ime of Amaziah King of Judah, 
2 Chron. 25. 23. 
(z) Thirty, 
ſand five hundred Pounds a-piece, 
Thirty Talents of Gold come to 
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Bo At Four thou- 
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One hundred thirty five thouſand 


Pounds. 
(a) Three, Three hundred 
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Talents of Silver at Three hundred 
ſeventy five Pounds each, come to 
One hundred twelve thduſand and 


e hundred Pounds.  --- , 
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corder. To theſe Rahhbekeh addweſſed himſelf after that 
infolent manner in the Jewiſß Lan ages which he con- 
tinued to repeat, that the People, hearing his proud 
Threats and vain Boaſtings, might be afraid, and incline 
the King to yield to their inſolent Demands. The three 
Minifters return to Hezekiah in a very mournful Manner, 
and relate to him what had paſſed between the Aſhrian 
Commanders and them; upon which the King fent Elia- 
kim and Shebna to Iſaiah, to deſire him to conſult the 
Lord for them: Who not in the leaſt diſmayed at the Ar- 
rogance of the blaſphemous King of Aria, return d this 
ſhort and comfortable (3) Anſwer to the King of Judah ; 
„ Thus ſaith the Lord, be not afraid of che W ords which 
thou haſt heard, with which the Servant of the King 
& of Aria hath blaſphemed me. Behold I will fend a 
& Blaft upon him; and he ſhall hear a Rumour, and 
« ſhall return to his own Land, and I will cauſe him to 
d fall by the Sword in his own Land. 

Rabe, having ſummoned Jeruſalem to yield, and 
ng no Anſwer, rgturn'd to his Maſter, who was 
incamp'd before Libnab. Here it was that Sennacherih 
heard the Rumour, which God threatned by IJſaiab; 
which was, that his Country was invaded by Tirbakab 
King of Ethiopia. Wherefore reſolving to return home 
with all fpeed, he ſent a ſecond Summons to Hezekiah, 
as blaſphemous and as inſolent as the former. Hezekiah 


having read the Letter went into the Temple, and 
ſpreading it before the Lord, he prayed to him for Deli- 


verance from the King of Aſyria. Hezekiah had no ſoon- 
er made his Prayer, but the Lord return'd him another 
comfortable (c) Anſwer by the Prophet Jſaiah, which 
was an Aſſurance of ſpeedy Deliverance, for the King of 
Aſſyria ſhould not attack Feruſalem, but return without 
doing any hurt. This was ſoon verified ; for in that ſame 


Night the Angel of the Lord came into the Camp of Sen. 


nacherib 
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yacherib and (d) flew # Handred and eighty thouſand; 
who were all choice Men. (e) Sennacherib the next Day 
ſeeing ſuch a Slaughter of his People, haſtned with the 
reſt into his own Country, and took up his Reſidence at 
Nineveh; where he had not long been, but one Day, ay 
he was worſhipping in the Temple of () Niſroch his 
God, his two unnatural Sons Adrammelech and Sharezar 
g aſſaſſinated him; who eſcaping into Armenia, made 
Way for Eſarhaddon their Brother to aſcend the AHrian 


Throne. After this Defeat of Sennacherib, Hezekiah way 


very much reſpe&ed by all the neighBburing Princes, fe- 
at ſending En Preſents; ſo chow be . 4: exceeding. 
rich and powerfyl. In the midſt of all which he is ſeiz c 
by a mortal Diſeaſe, and to aſſure him it was ſo, the Pro- 
phet Iſaiah in the Name of the Lord came to adviſe him 
to ſettle his Affairs, for he ſhould die; and then with- 
drew. Hezekiah knew no other way to deprecate this 
Sentence, but by applying directly to his God, whom he 
thus addreſs d: « Retnember me, O Lord, 1 beſeech 
© thee; how I walked before. thee in Truth, and with 
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mentioned in his lutroduction to the R 
the Text, ſo that there is room for Hiſtory, 5 Ives ou 


variety of ConjeRure.- * moſt Account. 
| >cation, home, with the Loſs of 
ing.. Atmy, he 


ed the Zewiſb 
your 

be was aniwered, That 
from whom they were « 
ſacri his only Son wo i, 
purchaſed this — to 


inious 


Death, by the Hands of 
* Nijroch, Some take this God 
td be the Figure of Neob's Ark, Iſaiah e 
other of gn Faghe The Cauſe of 17 — of Micah, 

a ed. vie 0 ch be | 
this Paxpicide is not mention'd ig = 


C4 
* 1 rſe& Heart 3 and have done that which i is go 

4 og Sight, This ſhoxe Prayer had fo good eie i with 
God, . that before Iſaiah was 175 into the middle of the 
ut the Fre of the Lord bid him return, and tell 
Hezgekiah, that he had heard his Prayers, and ſeen his 
Tears ; that be ſhould recover in three Days, and that he 
would add fifteen Years to his Life; giving him at the 
fame Time an Aſſurance of his Care and Protection of 
him and his People Hezekiah in ſurpriſe at the ſudden 
Reyerſe, of his Doom, ask d the Prophet by what Sign 

he 1805 know he ſhould recover. LEA. told Per. 


„ 


5 05 Li ok 0 drew, up a lamentable Memoria of his 
Affliction upon the Tho Us it, of his Death, and a grate- 
ful. on edgmoar of his Recovery; which he com- 
mitte to (5) writing. The Fame of this Cure, and the 
Miracle — it ſpread ſo far, that it reached the Ear 
of Morodach Baladan King of (i) Babylon, who ſent Am- 
baſfadors with Letters and Preſents to congratulate Heze- 
kiab's Recovery; who thinking he could not more ho- 
mary return the Compliment than by ſhewing them 

the Grandeur of his Kingdom, very (H) indiſcreetly gave 
them a Sight of. all his Strength and Treaſure. For 
which Tſaiah by the Order of God reprow' d him ſevere- 
ly, and foretold that the Day would come, when all the 
aſutes he had gather d, * his Children alſo ſhould 
be carried into Babylon. Hezekiah having erred thro 
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to the a rep ly 4, « Good is the. Word of oe 
Lord which thou kalt ſpoken, ſeeing chere ſhall de 
«-Peace and Truth in my, Days” "HG 7 Jong. 'after this 
Hezekiah reigned, is not certain; tho* chis is the laſt Act 
recorded bf him. Undolbtedly in Hiſteen Years after 
Sickneſs, fo pious and good a Prince did many Thing 
for the; Honour of Gock and the Good of b People 
but being only recorded in the Chronicles of the Kings of 
qudah, we are depriv'd of the Memoirs of the later Part 
of this and other Kings Lives. He was buried in the 
chiefelt Sepulchre of the Sons of Dadid, and all Judas | 
lamented his Death, and did him Honour. * 

' Good King Hezekiah is ſucceeded by his Son Manaſſeh, 
at the Age of twelve Years.  Tho' he was but young, 
yet he could not be a Stranger to the happy Reign of 
his pious Father, whoſe Example he was ſo far from imi- 
tating, that he acted directly contrary to him in all 
Things, eſpecially in what related to the Worſhip of 
God; for he ador d Idols, reſtored the High Places, erec- 
ted Altars to Baa}, ſet up an Idol in the Ten mple, made 
his Son paſs thro* the Fire, and made uſe of of Diviſiers, 
Inchanters, and thoſe who ſaid they” Had 1 Spirits. 
He was naturally very cruel; for, to add to the reſt of 
his 1 he is ſaid to have ſhed fo o müch 5) innocent 
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in Hesel Reign 3 aer 4. dee 4 why 
two great Miniſters, „ Ellabin and he would give fois Office to Eule 
Shebna, who were ſent to receive (whom he had ſupplanted, and got- 
the Ki Na. of Hrias Meſſage by ten from him the tice of Treaſurer) 
a 12 og = e —— con. _— . Ake ul Fasel, 
Ute aiah about it, to the Inhabitants o F 
2 Kings 18. 17, 18. and ch. 19. 2. to the Houſe of Judah. 
Eliakim was a good Man, buy Sheb- (m) Innocent. Amongſt 2 * 


na_a wick that made up this le 8 
Iſaiah "rn wa rb the _ it is more than oeh. 58 ny inno- 


to Shebna be reprove him, and tell cent Mees of the Pro ber 1 <-x 97S 
him, - Vr. not only throw ſpilt. For tho ia Penk. 
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Blood, that Jeruſalem was fill d with it. By thefe hor: 
rid Impieties he provoked the Lord to ſend his Prophet 
to him with this dread dag Iful Meſſage; That he would br 
ſuch Calamities upon Feruſalem and Judah, that who. 
ſoever ſhould hear of them, they ſhould make their Eary 
to tingle : Declaring that he wouls ſorſake the Remnant 
of his Inheritance, and deliver them̃ into the Hands of 
their Enemies. Theſe Judgments ſoon came to paſs; 
for God permitted the Aſſyrians to enter Judah, who 
committed all manner of Outrage, and ſeizing the guilty 
King ing, who hid himſelf among the Briars, they put him 
5 Irons, and, with his 3 carried him Priſoner to 
* lon. 


aſſeh in this Diſtreſs came to himſelf, and conſe 

e Hand of God was juſt upon him for his abo- 
aft. Practices, he in moſt pungent Sorrow and Senſe 
of his Condition, addreſs d bimſeff to God, who praci- 
ouſly accepted his Prayers, and reſtored him to his King 
dom. Upon his return to manifeſt the Sincerity of 15 
Kepentance, he removed the Idols and Altars of ſtrange 
Gods out of the Temple, and ſuffered none of them to 
temain in Jeruſalem. Then repairing the Altar of the 
Lord, he facrificed'thereon Burnt-Offerings, and Thank 
Offerings, and obliged the People of Judah to ſerve 
the Lord. However the People did ſtill facrifice in the 
Places, not to Idols, but to che Lord their God 
only. And as he reform d in Matters of Religion, ſb he 
Mid in thoſe of the State; for he garriſon'd his Towns, 
and built a very high Wall, to inclole Mount Sion in the 
City. Having reigned Five and fifty Years he died, and 
Was buried (oor as the good * of Judah, in the 
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Royal Sepulchre) in the, (2) Garden of his own. Houſe, 
called the Garden, of UDæ b.. 5.6 

Amon his Son ſucceeded him, who inherited the worſt 
of his Father's, Vices, and followed the ill Example he 
had ſet him in the Beginning of his Reign, for which 
God ſhortned his Government, by permitting his Ser- 
vants to conſpire. againſt, hin, and ſlay him. However, 
25s wicked as he was, his Death was re 


0) Joſiah upon the Throne, Who was then a, Child but 
eicht Years old. . e ny ak 


i447: T6009 9KN'Y £651: 1.6 34H £149) 

This youthful Prince gave ſuch early Tokens of a: pious 
Genius, that the Lord took him into his immediate Care, 
and he took his Conduct from, the Example of his molt 
pious Predeceſſors. This recommended him ſtill to the 
more immediate Providence of God, who inſpir d him 
with Divine Graces; for in the (p) eighth Year. of his 
Reign, he not only deſtroyed the Idols and Altars of 
Baal, but the Altar at Bethel, and thoſe that were in 
the High Places, with all other Things that tended to 
Idolatry. And to ſhew his Contempt. of Bethel, where 
Jeroloam had ſet up one of the Calſ· Idols, he ſent the Aſhes 
of the idolatrous Things, that he had burnt, thither. And, 
to be ſatisfied in a, thro' Purgation of the idolatrous Wor- 
ſhip, he viſited Bethel in Perſon, where afcer, many Ex- 
preflions of Zeal for the Service of the true God, he not 
only depoſed the falſe Prieſts, but ſeeing many Monu- 
ments of the Dead in the Mount, he ordered the Bones 
[Vol 2.) "Fe A to 
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(n) Garden, See 2 Kings 21, 18. Prophet Hoſea, which cannot be. 
Tho' his Reign was the lungeſt of 'The Septuagint turn the Word Heza: 
any of the Kings of Judah or Iſtael, by that ot Seers, making it not a 
and that his Captivity was in a few proper, but common Name; from 
Years after his Acceſſion to the Which Fatablut rightly calls them 
Crown, yet we have very little ſaid Prophets: For ſo was Samuel called, 
of him in the Holy Scriptures after when Sau! went to inquire of him. 
his Reſtauration; but are referred (e) Joſiah; This was thar King, 
to the Book of the Scers for the for- who was propheſied of by Name 
mer part of his Reign. Who theſe above Three hundred ears before 
Seers were, is, differently opinined. he was born, 1 Kings 13. 2. ; 
[a our Margin they are called Hazi, (p) Eighth. Sec 2 Chron. 34. 3, 
which the Fews will have to be the _ _ Ws we 
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people put the Conſpirators to Death, and placed his Son 


A 


1 
1 
; 8 7 
5 
, " 
) ' 
7 
* 
1 
1 
1 
q | 
1 
14 
kj 
4 
1 
F 
5 


tars. But by the Inſcription diſcovering the Monument 


( 5 

0 

Deut 

' Pentateuch, 2 Chron. 34. 14. which cern'd that he ha 
*. 0 


238 ann Thing to find it © 


162 A Compleat Hiflory Book VI 
to be taken out of rhem and burnt upon one of the A. 


of the (q) Man of God, that came from Judah, to de 
clare againſt the Altar at Bethel, he would not let hi 
Bones be moved. Joſiah carried this Reformation thro 
all the Cities of Samaria that were ſubje& to the Crown 
of Judah. And wherever he found any Prieſts of the 
Leuitical Order, that had facrificed to Idols, he depoſed 
them from their ſacerdotal Office; yet ſacrificed the falſe 


Prieſts upon their own Altars, and burnt their Bone 


there. But all this while that the King was zealous in 
reviving the Worſhip of the Lord God of Iſrael, the 
People ſhewed ſo much Indifference and Unwillingnel 
in it, that he was forced to make uſe of his Royal Powe: 
to compel them. So dangerous are ill Habits, and diff. 
cult to be ſhaken off. Of this the Prophet (r) Jeremy very 
much complain d. | 

This pious Prince having fo happily carried on thi 
Reformation in the diſtant Parts of the Kingdom, had or- 
dered the Temple at Jeruſalem to be repaired and cleat- 
ſed of all the Remains of Idolatry ; and having lodged 
the Money, which the Officers by his Command had col. 
lected for this good Work, in the Temple, whilſt Hi/kiah 
the High-Prieft was looking up the Money, he found the 


() Book of the Law, which being brought to the King 


and read by Shaphan the Chancellor to him, he rent hi 
Robes, and immediately commanded Hilkiabh and the 
Princes of the Kingdom, to go and inquire of the Lon 

| for 


= Oe. See 1 Kings 13. 31. all the Holy Book 14 wen 
. {2 Man, ngs 13.3 | y Ley con 


£5 23. 18, 1 Kings 13. 11. with. So that King Joſab as jet 
er SEE ch. 3. 4, J. had not the Book of the Law; tor 
ok. This was the Book of when Shaphan the Chancellor real 


erenomy, or rather the whole it before the King he was fo 2 
n ignorant 


Moſes by the Com F God had it all this while, that in Grief he 


Jaid up in the Ark. Which Book rent his Robes: Tho' ſome are of 


having been ſo neglected by Ma- Opinion that his Grief proceeded 
naſſeh and Amon, it was look'd upon from — heavy Jud none pronouy- 

therein agamſt the Tranfſgreſion 
in the Temple. For thoſe two im- * , | 


it. 
pious Kings had burnt or ſuppreſs dd 


Book VI. of the Holy Bible. 163 
for him and themſelves what they ſhould do, for feat 
God's Wrath ſhould be executed on them, for the Wick- 
edneſs of their Predeceſſors, that had ſo flagrantly diſ- 
obeyed the Words of the Law. Upon which Hilkiah 
attended with the great Miniſters went to (t) Huldah the 
propheteſs, the Wife of (v) Shallum, Keeper of the War- 
drobe, who dwelt in the (u) College in Feruſalem : And 
having imparted their Buſineſs to her, ſhe told them, 
That the Evils threatned in the Book of the Law would 
ſoon fall on the Houfe of Judah; but for the King, 
becauſe he had humbled. himſelf when he heard the 
Judgments denounced againſt the People, he ſhould die 
a King in Neace, and ſee none of the Evils he intended 
to bring againſt Jeruſalem, and the Inhabitants of it. 
With this Anſwer they return'd to the King, who 
ver Wl thereupon aſſembled the People, and went with them to 
I the Temple; where, when he had diſtinctly read to 
this MW them the Words of the Book of the Law, he entred in- 


to a Covenant to obſerve all that was contained in it, 
can. | M 2 | and 


get WE - 


eah (t) Huldah. She was 2a Woman moniſhing and inſtructing Part of 
the very much reverenced and eſteemed the other ren Tribes; fo that the 
for her Age, Wiſdom and Piety; as — being impatient to know hat 
ing, ve read of other Women before, viz. to do to avert the Judgments threat - 
hi Deborah, Jude. 4. and Harnah the ned in the Book of the Law againſt 
he Mother of Sammel, Il. 1. c. 2. And the Violaters of it 2 they all at that 
t therefore there is no Ground for Time were) took the ſpeedieft Way 
ord Wl © thinking it ſtrange, that at a Time and, as it proved the beſt, for fatil- 
f when there were Men Prophets, and faction in this Cale. | 
Ol! By fo eminent as Jeremy and Zephanyy, (v) Shallum. The Jews ſay, that 
E: King Joſiah ſhould ſend his Miniſters this Shallum was the Uncle of Jere- 
to inquire at the Mouth of a Wo- 's Facher. — 
man. Beſides, as St. 7 J. 2.con- (w) College. That is in the Second. 
nett f tra „. obſerves, in di- City, near the ſecond Wall of the 
yet recting chem to conſult a Woman on City (for in rhoſe Days great Towns 
tor BY fo folemn and important an Occa- had three Walls.) The Chaldee Pa- 
read . - raphraſe calls this ſecond City, 2 
co0- WF henfion tor their own want of San- Houſe of Learning, or School; and 
ef Key; for tho' Jeremy the Prophet Yatablus ſays, it held the ſecond 
be BY was theri in being, and propheſied, Place of Di * to the Temple, 
* et poſſibly he might be at ſome and in which t r 
ded ſtance from Jeruſalem; (for as he tors lived; others, that it was a 
u- obſerves, c. 1. v. 1. he dwelt at School of K Learning, which 
lors Aatbot h, three Miles from Jeruſa- is very likely at this Time, when 
others r N of the Law in 
e ingaged in ad- Being, chat they knew of. 


tem) and beſides, 


be might pibly 
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164 A Compleat Hiſlory Book VI 
and ingaged all-the People to fland to that Covenant 
Then he kept the Paſſover with ſuch State and Solemni- 
ty, as had nevet been obſerv'd from the Days of:(x) S 

muel to that I ime. r e 12 5 0 "4 c 
Theſe Tranſactions, from the finding the Book of the 
Law, to the Keeping my were in the eighteenth 
Year : of Joftatfsr:Reign 5 from which Time to his One 
and thirtieth Year, which was his laſt, we have no Ac. 
count of him, but are referred to the Book of the King; 
of Iſrael and Judah. The laſt Act of this King was his 
oppoſing Necho King of Egypt, who marching thro' J. 
fab's Country to attack Carehemiſb, a Place belonging to 
the King of ()) Babylon, Joſiah immediately marchgd 
againſt him. The Egyptian King hearing this, ſent Am- 
baſſadors to deſire him to deſiſt; for he declared he came 
mot to invade his Territories, but to do himſelf Juſtice 
on the King of Babylon; afluring him at the ſame Time, 
that what he did was by (2) Inftruction from God. But 
Joſiah having ſo far advanced with his Army would not 
(a) believe the Egyptian King, for he did not know that 
this 


uu; — ——— — +4 8283 
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(x) Sampel. See 2 Chron. 35. 18. 


(3) Babylon. ' He is called King 
of 27 2 Kings 23. 29. but that 


admoniſh'd Kings that were ſtranger 
to the Law. 1 
(a) Believe. It is rraſonable to 


can nor be properly meant ſo; for 
at that Time Mhria was under Na- 
bopollaſar (Who is called Nabuchoad- 
neſor Senior) King of Babylon, who 
was King of Babylon and MHria too. 


Beſides, Aſarhadadon was the Son of 


Sennacherib, who! reigned but ten 
Years after the Defeat of his Army 
8 Angel in Judea, the laſt King 
Moria, ' properly ſpeaking. So 
that it was againſt Nabopollaſar that 
Pharaoh Necho went, when, King 
= oppos'd his Paſſage rthro'- his 
Country. GOTO „ne e. 
( Y TInftrufion, ce. This as 
St. Jerbni fa Was by Word of 
Mouth tothe King of e Je- 
remy the Prophet,” and that 70% 
Ioft his Life in tha Action, for not 
obeying the. Wozd" ot the Lord. 
Which is che Pereda; in K 8 
the Loid hat often“ by hit Prophet 


that by 


ſuppoſe, that Necho King of Ez n 
being to paſs with his 7d —.— 
King Joſiah's Country, Joſiah not 
underſtanding his Intent in this Ex- 
Famon⸗ might ſuſpect he had 2 

eſign upon him; and therefore 
Went out with an Army to ſtop him, 
being unwilling to truſt a foreign 
Army in his Country. Bur it is plain 
t fhis unadviſed and willful 
8 of * in going ſo fight with * 

ing 0 t, without any other 
Ca oe th 1 N own Sulf icio of that 
Prince's invading him, tho' the E. 
Zyptiau told him he had no Deſign 
on him, and that what he did was 
by the Advice of God, I ſay, this 
willful Act of bis ſhortned his own 
Life, and deprived. himſelf. of che 
Benefit of that Part of the divine 
Promiſe by the Propheteſs Hulda, 
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Book VI. of the Holy Bible. 165 
this was of the Lord, no otherwiſe than as, King Necho 
told him, whom, as an invading Enemy, he thought he, 
was not baund to believe: And therefore reſolving to 
drive him out, he diſguiſed himſelf, and in the Valley of 
Megiddo drew: up his Army to fight the -Egyprean;, who 
was not unprepared to receive him. The two Armies, 
ingaged, and the Action grew ſo hot, that the Egyptian 
Archers.diſcovering Joſah, notwithſtanding his Diſguiſe, 
phy d that Quarter where he fought ſo warmly with their, 
Arrows, that at laſt one proy'd' the Meſſenger of- Death 
Ito him. Jah finding Himſelf wounded, bid his Cha- 
rioteer drive him out of the Battle, who. ſhifting him 
into another Chariot, brought him to Jeruſalem, where 
he Toon died, and was buried in the Sepulchre of his Fa- 
thers. The Death of this excellent Prince was lamented 
by all his Subjects; but by none ſo much as the Prophet 
Jeremy; who upon that Occaſion compos'd the greateſt 
part of that mournful Song, which is called the Lamen- 
tations of Jeremy; wherein he foretold the Miſeries that 
would fall ypon the People after the Death of Joſiab. 
And in ſo great Veneration was the Memory of this 
good King, that upon all mournful Occaſions afterwards 
the ſinging Men and Women were obliged to commemo- 
rate the untimely Death of good King Joſahs Whics 
laſted an hundred Years after, even to the Prophet 
(b) Zechary's Time. Tho' good King Joſah had indea- 
voured by his own pious Example, by wholeſome” Ad-. 
vice, preſſing Inſtances, Threats, and Force to reclaim 
his People; yet the Lord, who well knew the obſtinate 
Nature of them, before Foftab's Death, (c) declar d, he 
would remove Judah out of his Sight, as he had done 
| e Ufraes, 


— 


2 


mv 


— 
— Nr 1 4 T 


l (5) Zechary s. Who remembred (c) Declar d. See 2 King,. 25. 26, | 
it, by comparing the Mourning, 27. From hence it is, that the Pro- 
which he then -propheſied ſhould in phers of that Time complained ſo 
After · times be in Jeruſalem, to the grievouſly of the People, and de- 
Mourning of Hadadrimmon in the nounced the Judgments of the Lord 
Valley of Megiddon, which was the againft them; even- to the Deſtruc- 
Place, where Joſiah received his tion of their City, and their own. 
mortal Wound. Zechar. 12. 11. Captivity: As did. Jeremy. in the. 
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Iſrael, (who was now in Captivity) and would reje& 7 
the City Jeruſalem, which he had formerly choſen, and 5 
the Temple, in which he had ſaid, His Name ſhould b 
« remain. 1 kt! 

Upen the Death of Fofiah, his Son Jehoahax waz A 
roclaimed and anointed King; but his Reign was ſhert, d 
aſting but three Months: For the King of Egypt impro- p 

ving his Victory at Megiddo, depoſed Jehoabax, and a 
ſet up Eliakim, Fehoahaz's elder Brother, changing his if 
Name to Fehoiakim, Then making the Crown of Ju- 1 
dah tributary to Egypt, he obliged the Country to pay 
him a hundred Talents of Silver and one of Gold; 
which Money Fehorakim raiſed by a general Tax upon 
the Land, rating every Man according to his (4) Abi- f 
lity. | {4s HG Oe 
Tehoahaz, being depoſed, the King of Egypt loaded 
him with Irons, and left him at Riblah, a City of Syria, i 
whilſt he perſued his Expedition againſt the (e) AHriar, ) 
| 
7 
k 
k 
| 
| 


and afterwards, at his Return he took him along with 
him to Egypt, where he ſoon (F) died. And (8) now 
2 | Fehoiakim 


_ — 228 


—_— „ 
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J, 6, 14, 15, 16, 19, and 20 Chap- of Judab, not to wee the Dead 
— of his Prophefy ; and the N (meaning Jeſtah) bs 2 that 
phet Zephany in his. With whom goeth away, for he ſhall return n 
may be jained the Prophet Habak- wore, nar ſee his native Country. For, 
kuk ; who is ſupꝑos dre have liv'd in faid he, Thus ſaith the Lord cun- 
the later Part of Fefiah's Reign, or cerning Shallum fwhich was the 
under his Sons, 3 hinle before their tight Name of Jeheabax, Ferem. 22. 
Captivity by the Chaldeans, which 11.) rhe Son of Joliah King 7 
he foretold, Hab. 1. from v. 5, to ws reigned inſtead of ſoſian his Fo- 
the 12 ther, and who ment forth out of thit 
4) Ability. See 2 Kings 23. 35. Place, he ſhall not return hither am 
R is very probable the Prophet Jere- more. 
n had regard to this Taxation, (g) Now. The Prophet Nahun, 
when in his mournful Complaint he the Elkeſhire, (ſo called in the Title 
Maid of , fhe that was great of his Prophecy, either becauſe he 
among the Nations, and Princeſs a- was of the Town of Elkejha, in the 


Yong the Provinces, how is ſhe become 

s ra ens * 
e an. Or rather 

niam, as we have obſery'd in ou 

Note on the laſt Letter (). | 


Y Died. This the Prophet 7e. C 
22. . * FM, 12, 


People 


rem) forerold, ch, 
where he bids the King an 


Tribe of Judah, as is the Opinion of 
St. Jerems., or that it was the Name of 
bis Family,) is ſyppoſed to have li- 
ved and propheſied about this Time. 
Ie is certain he prophetied after the 
aptivity of the ten Tribes, and be- 
fore that of Judah; which laſt he 


foretold in his fixit Chapter, gud — 


4 
at 
10 
an 
- 
je 
2. 
h, 
4- 
10 
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according to Order of * —— 
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Tehoiakim deing 
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165 


placed on the Throne of Judah by 
n 


Pharaoh Nec ho =P of Egypt, inſtead of taking warning 


by the manifeſt -J 


gments God had inflicted on his Pre- 


deceſſors, imitates them in the worſt of their wicked 


Actions; 


twithſtanding which, tho? he deſery'd imme- 


diate — God in Mercy, to reclaim him and his 
People, ſent his Servant the Prophet Feremy to admoniſh 
and exhort them to Repentance, and aſſure them, that 
if they perſiſted in their wicked Way of Living, he 
would make the Temple _ the Houſe of (% Hilob, 

1 . 1% 2. . and 


4 ; 


1 
o 


Deſtruction of Nineveh in thoſe that 
follow. Concerning the particular 
Time in which he lived there are va · 
rious Opinions; The Ferps place him 
in Manaſſes Reign; the Notes on 
our Bible in 1600. ſee him before 
Manaſſeh, and about the Time of He- 

kiah ; St. Jerom places him under 
Hezekiab, about the Time that Sen- 
nacherib beſieged Jeruſalem, after the 
ten Tribes were carried away cap- 
tive. But Tremellius and Junius re- 
fer him to the later Paft of Joſabis 
Reign, Which feems the more like- 
ly, as being nearer to the Deftru- 
ion of Nineveh, and the Afſyrign 
Monarchy, to which Nehum's Pro- 
hecy did more particularly relate. 

or did this Prophet only propheſy 
againſt Nineveh, but the Prophet 


hany alſo, who began to est 
15 ays of Tofiab, King Gf Fade 


Zeph. 1. 1. and propheſiod directly 
Seel ria in genera, and of the 
eſtruction of Nineveh in particular, 
Ch. 2. v.13, Ce. ; 
And now we are making Mention 
of the Time of ſome Prophers, it 
pay not be amiſs to inform the Rea- 
der in general of the Reaſon of the 
Prophets Writings being miſplaced ; 
in the Bible they are not ran 


in they delivered chem. up- 
2 to have 1 * through th 
egligence of Prieſts in thofs 
Days, who had the Charge of regi 
and keeping ther, Por 


* 
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Manner was, when any Prophet had 
written a Prophecy, he cauſed it to 
be fixed to the Gate of the Temple, 
where it remained for 555 Days, 
that all might read and take Notice 
of it. And aſter it had ſtood there 
the appointed Time, the Prieſts took 
it into the er 50 record it in 2 
Book; but for Want of dag Care to 
enter them in Courſe, as they were 
written, they left them in that diſ- 
orderly Manner, in which we now 
have them. But beſides that, it 
mult be gonſider'd, that divers of the 
Prophets, eſpecialſy Jeremy, Exekiel 
and Daniel, wrote in very trouble- 
low Times ; N and Daniel 
when in Captivicy af. Bolle, and 
tren when ngs in 
Church and State were in the great- 
eſt Confuſion and Diſordet at Fern. 
ſalem; and the firſt Copy of his 
Book was deſtroyed by King Fehoiqe 
kim, Jer. 36. 23. So that it is not to 
bs wondred at, that they are ſo miſ- 
placed, put rather ought thankfully 
to be admired, that we have them 
at all. The Account of Time alſo, 
and Computation of Years, wherein 
ſome chier Actions were tranſacted, 
and mencion't by the Prophers, are 
ſo differently related, that it is dif- 
ficult, and, ſometimes, ſcarcely poſ- 
fible ro reduce them to a . 
(b) Shiloh. The Place where 
* 
undred Years, yet he had given it 
op to utter DeſtruQion. oh 


168 A Compleat Hiſtory Book VI. 
and the City Jeruſalem à (i) Curſe to all Nations. This tha 
ſo inraged the Prieſts and falſe Prophets, that they cauſed Ye: 
the People to (e) ſeize Jeremy, and brought him before the 
the Princes of Judah in the Temple, who were ſo far Wh 
from pronouncing the Sentence of Death again him, as ane 
the Prieſts and falſe Prophets had done already, that they Ne 
unanimouſly ' acquitted him, ſaying, © This Man is not Na 
« worthy of Death, for he hath ſpoken to us in the da 
Name of the Lord our God.” And to confirm this thi 
their Judgment, they urged as a Precedent the Prophet lee 
Micah propheſying the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem before th 
King Hezekiah with Impunity. To ballance which they pu 
urged a later Precedent of one Urijah, a Prophet of the tic 
Lord, who for propheſying againſt the City and whole 
Land was by King Jehoiakim put to Death. But it plea- 
ſed God to taiſe Jeremy up a powerful Friend in the 
Perſon. of :Ahikam one of the King's Councellors, who 
protected him from the Malice of the Prieſts, and Rage of 
the People. He being thus ſecured by this good Man 
Sr wal went on more boldly in the Work of the 
Soon after Jehoaikim was made King, Nebuchanezx ar, 
King of Babylon and Aſſyria, to revenge the late Expedi- 
tion of Pharaoh Necho, King of Egypt, againſt Chercha- 
miſh, having gather'd a great Army, attacked the King of 
Egypt there, and routed him, taking from him all the 
Country that lies between the River (1) Euphrates and 
the Nile. After which he made an eaſy Conqueſt of Ju- 
dah ; for he beſieged Jeruſalem, and took it, and carried 
the King and Part of the Veſſels of the Temple to Baby- 
lon. Where after he had continued a Priſoner for ſome 
Time, he (m) reſtored him to his Crown on Condition 
f WJ 99 hl | : ; * ' a | that 
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(i) Curſe. Or rather a Pattern for it may fomewhat help to make out 
Curiasg - n. the Time of his Reign, and give more 
(t) Seize. See Jeremy 26. 8. Room for the Prophecies that belong 
(1) Eepbratel. See 2 Kings 24. 7. to it, which are many; for he reign- 
(m) Reſtored. Tbis is not expreſiy ed eleven Years. At this Time, and 
mentioned an the Holy Scripture, yet alſo with him, it is thought, and 
ſome Paſſages give a Hint that way” with great Reaſon, that the Prophet 
And asit is the common Opinion, ſo Daniel, with his three — % 
tl» 
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Book VI. of the Holy Bible. 169 
that he ſhould become a Tributary to him. In the fourth? 
Year of his Reign Jeremy delivered another Meſſage from, 
the Lord to the Inhabitants of Judah and Jeruſalem; in 
which he poſitively told them, that ſince no Admoniti nt 
and Warnings would ſerve them, the Lord would: bring: 
Nebuchadnezzer his (#) Servant, with all the Northern 
Nations that were ſubject to him, againſt the Land of: Jus 
dah and City of Jeruſalem, and would make them ſerve, 
the King of Babylon (o) ſeventy Years. | Yet to let them, 
ſee he would not even then give them quite np, he told 
them that at the Expiration of the ſevemy Years he would 
puniſh the AſHyriaus and Chaldeaus, and all the other Na- 
tions that had afflicted them, for their Iniquities. 
And now Jehoiakim having continued three Years, in 
Subjection to Nebyuchadunezz.ar, in the fourth refuſed any, 
longer Submiſſion to him. Upon which Nebuchaduezznr, 
ordered him to be attacked by ſome. Chaldean Troops; 
joined by the Syrians, Moabites, and Ammonites. This 
War laſted ſome Time, during which, God frequently. ad- 
moniſhed Jehoiabim and his People to return to their 
Duty. The firſt of which was this: The Approach of. 
Nebuchadnezzar's: Army having frighted the (p) Re; 
chabites from their Habitation, they fled to Jeruſalem 
for Safety. The Lord intending by theſe to. convince 
and reprove Fehoiakim and the Jews, he bid Feremy the 
Prophet bring en We an Apartment in the Temple, 
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and to offer them Wine ; which they refuſed, alledging 
that it was contrary to their Inſtitution, which they had 
; | hitherto 


— > ans lod — — —— | * 


Hananiah , Miſhael, and Axariab, Language and Learning of the Cha- 
(who were Shadrach, Mcſhach, and deans, they might be fit to ſerve. the 
Avednego,) were carried to Babylon, King in his Palace: And that the 
Dan. 1. 6, For Daniel, Ch. 1. v. 1. Eunuch thereupon made Choice of 
fays, when Nebuchanezzer took Je- them four, Dan. 1. 3,4,6. 6. 
hoiakim, and the Veſſels of the Tem- (n) Servant. See Jeremy 25. 9. 
ple, he ſpake unto Aſhpenaz, the (o) Seventy. See Ibid. b. 11. 
aſter of the Eunuchs, that he ſhould (9 Rechabites: They were the 
bring with him to Babylon ſome of Poſterity of Rechab, who came from 
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the Children of Iſrael, of the Seed of 
the King, and of the Princes, ſuch 
as were well favoured, and without 
Blemiſh, of good Parts, and well 
educated; that being inſtructed in the 


Jethro, or Hobab, the Kenite, and by 
the Inſtitution of Jonadab their Fonn« 
der were obliged to build no Houſes, 
but to dwell in Tents, and to drink 
no Wine. 2 "$12 : 
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170 A Compleat Hiflory Book VI. 
hitherto religiouſly obſerved. The Prophet commended 
their Obedience, and promiſed them a Reward from 
God; and turning it upon the Jews, he reproached 
them, who were the peculiar People of the Lord, for 
being leſs obedient than the poor Rechabites, who were 
not of the Stook of Iſrael. But this Method not having 
the intended Effect, the Lord commanded Jeremy to 
make a Book, and write in it all the Prophecies which 
the Lord had given him againſt Iſrael and Judah, from 
his firſt beginning to propheſy, to ſee if the Jews, upon 
hearing all the Judpments ſumm'd up together againſt them 
for their Diſobedience, would return to their Duty, that 
he might forgive them. In order to this Jeremy imploy'd 
Baruch his Amanuenſis to write what he ſhould dictate- 
to him; and when it was finiſhed, the Prophet bid Baruch 
take it, and, becauſe he himſelf was (q) ſhut up, that 
he might not enter into the Houſe of the Lord, to go 
and read it to the People in the Temple upon the (r) Faſt- 
Day. Baruch perſues his Inſtructions, and going to the 
Temple, read what he had written in the Book. This 
was done in Gemariah's Apartment, and afterwards in 
the Secretary's Office, before all the Princes ; who being 
fatished that what Baruch read was the Prophet Jeremy's 
mditing, they adviſed him and Baruch to withdraw to 
fome Piace of Security, til} they knew the King's Pleaſure 
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(4) Siu; up. It is uncertain what The ſecond is, That the Chief Prieſts 


the Propher meant here in r Ro 
v. 5. by ſaying, He was [put up. Some 
ſay he was ſhut up in Priſon by the 
Malice of the Prieſts, who, no Doubt, 
were malicious enough to do ſo: But 
che contrary appears from Verſe 19. 
where the N adviſed him and 
Baruch to hide themſclves, which 
they did, Verſe 26. Tremellius and 
—— ſuppoſe three Ways of his 

ſnut up, and leave us to take 


whict of the three we like beſt. The 


ferſt is, That the King had forbidden 

im to go into rhe Temple to fpeak 
—_ cople: Bor the Prophets ot 
God did not ufc to obſerve ſuch Pro- 
bibitions of their prophetick Miniftry, 


had excommunicated him, and there- 
tore he might not go. But that, in 
all Likelihood, he would have leſs 
regarded tor the ſame Reaſon. . The 
thud is, That God, to provide for 
rhe Safety of his Prophet, and to pu- 
niſh the People, would not let him 
2 amongſt them. This of the three 
cems the molt probable; and fo his 
being ſhur up was by a Reſtraint in 
his Spirit or Mind. | 

&) Fa 4 This, it ſeems, was 
a Faſt of their own a ting, as 
was uſual when they — Wer, or 
any great Plague from God, as now 
they did by the Babylonians,  * 
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Book VI. of the Holy Bible. 171 
concerning the Book. Which they ſecuring in the Secre- 
tary's Office, went and told the King what they had 
heard. Upon which ſending Jebudi, one of his Atten- 
dants, for it, he commanded him to read it: But he had 
not gone far in it, when the King, impatient at the 
Judgments that threaten'd him, took the Book out of 
his Hand, and cut into Pieces, and, notwithſtanding the 
Importunity of ſome of the firſt Quality about him, he 
threw it into the Fire, where it was burnt. And to fhew 
his want of Penitence, he diſpatch'd away Officers to ap- 
rehend the Prophet Jeremy and his Amanuenſis, Bauch; 
— Providence had ſecured them. This wilful Act of 

Jehoi akim in 3 the Roll ſo provoked the Lord, 

that he commanded the Prophet to provide another, and 
write the ſame Words in it that were in the firſt; with 
this Addition, That Jehoiakim ſhould have none to ſn 
on the Throne of David, and his dead Body. fhould be 
caſt out, in the Day to the Heat, and in the Night to 
the Froſt, and that he would bring upon the Inhabitants 
of Judah all the Evils pronounced againſt them. And to 
let him ſee that God was in earneſt, he permitted this ob- 
ſtinate Prince to fall into the Hand of - Nebuchadnezzar, 
who put him in Irons, intending to have carried him to 
Babylon, if he had not died on the Way 
To Jeboiatim ſucceded his Son (s) Jeboialix, a Youth 
of about eighteen Years of Age. Who treading in the 
Steps of bis wicked Father, the Lord ſeng him his Doom 
by the Prophet (:) Jeremy, which was ſoon executed up- 
on him; for in the fourth Month of his Reign Nebuchad- 
ne T 
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(s) Jeheiakin. Tn 1 Chron. 3. 16. 


Chrcnicles faying, he ws eight Years 
be is called Jechoxiah. In 2 Chron. 36. 


old, it mutt be ſuppoſed that his Va- 


v. 9. he is ſaid to be but eight Years 
old when, he began to reign, and in 
2 Kings 24. 8. he is faid to be cigh- 
been, The later is the molt reaſona- 
ble to ſuppoſe, becauſe of the M-f- 
fge which God ſent to him by the 
Prophet Jeremy, Which he would 
ſcarce have done to a Child of eight 


Years old. And as to the Bock of 


ther had created him his Partner in 
the Kingdom at eight Years of N22 
our of a Jealouſy, c Kro 4 
kim) ſhould die, and leave his Son 
young, his Brother Ma:tantab enight 
take rhe Advantage of his Child 
and put him by the Crown. ran 
(cr) Jeremy. zee Ch. 22. v. 24. 
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nexxar having conceived | ſome ill Suſpicion of this young 
Prince, who was viciouſly inclined, came and beſieged 
Jeruſalem ; and coming hither in Perſon at the Head, of 
2-powerful Army, Jehoiakin finding himſelf too weak to 
defend the Place, ſurrender'd himſelf, his Mother, hig 
Princes, Officers, and Servants, to the King of Babylon, 
who carried. them all away Priſoners, taking with them all 
- the Treaſure of the Temple and the Royal Palace, and all 
the uſeful Artificers, | leaving none but the pooreſt. Sort of 
Ihe Conqueror having thus diſpoſed of the Captives, 
above ſeven thouſand in Number, ſubſtituted to; Jehoga- 
Lin bis Uncle Mattaui ah, the third Son of good King 
Joftah, . whoſe: Name he changed to Zedekiah. .. Who, 
though he had ſeen the Ruin of his two Brothers, Jehoa- 
baz, and Jeboiakim, and of his Nephew Jehoiakin, yet 
perſiſting in their wicked Ways, God ſent the Prophet 

eremy to admoniſn him, who related to him the (v Vi- 

n:of: the two Baskets of Figs, the one good, and the 
other naught. By the firſt repreſenting the Captivity of 
thoſe: that were in Balylon, which being limited to a 
Time, was for the good of their Poſterity: The later the 
Condition of Zedekiah, and thoſe that remained, in the 
Land of Judah, all whom the Lord threaten'd to deliver up 
to their Enemies, and make them a Reproach and Curſe 
in all Places; adding, that the Lord would ſend the Sword, 
Famine, and Peſtilence, among them, till they were con- 
In the Reign of Jeho;akim, the Prophet () Jeremy 
by God's Command had made Bonds and Yokes, and 
put them upon his Neck in Token of Bondage, with 
which the Lord had threaten'd Judah, and other Na- 
tions; and now he was commanded to ſend the Bonds 
and Yokes to the Kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre; 
and Zidon, to let them know that God had given their 
Countries to Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, his Ser- 
vant, and to warn them of their Idolatry, and to ſubmit 
Bondi, <2 2; a7 ; | | - 09 


g 1 


(v Vim. See Jeremy 24. 1, Cr. (w) Jeremy. See Ch. 29. v. a. 


[Jaan CHAN. S 
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to him. But to Zedekiahb, King of Judah, the Prophet 
went in Perſon, and 2dviſed him to ſubmit to the King 
of Babylon, and not to believe the falſe Prophets, who! 
fatter'd him with Hopes of Judah's:recovering her for- 
mer State, and foretold the Deſtruction of Babylon. 
Among theſe was Hananiab, who gave Jeremy much 
Trouble: However, when the Lord commanded him, he 
readily went on in his prophetick Miniſtry. And taking 
the Opportunity of Zedekiah's ſending an Ambaſly to 
Babylon, he ſent a Letter to the captive Prieſts and People: 
to admoniſh them; that their Captivity was for- their 
Good, and that their Poſterity ſhould return; but that 
God would ſeverely judge — that were leſt at Jeruſa- 
lem, both King and People, with Sword, Peſtilence, and 
Famine, and afterwards deliver them up to their Enemies, 
to be a Reproach and Curſe among all Nations. Upon 
the Receipt of this Letter one Shemaiah, a popular Man 
among the captive Jews at Babylon, took upon him to 
write to + Zephaniah, -who was next in- Place to Sera- 
jah the High-Prieſt at Jeruſalem, and to the reſt of the 
Prieſts there, repreſenting Jeremy as, a Madman, and Pro- 
phet of his own 2 and adviſing them to confine 
him. Jeremy hearing this Letter of Shematah read, is 
commanded by God to ſend again to the Captives at Ba- 
Hon, to let them know that the Lord-would peniſh She- 
maiah and his Poſterity, becauſe he had propheſied falſly 
to them. And to warn them that ſtill remained at Jeru- 
ſalem, God bid Jeremy 'ſhew them by the () Emblem 
of the Potter's Bottle, that it was in his Power to deſtroy 
the Deſpiſers of his Word. But notwithſtanding this, 
and the Threats of the Lord by bis Prophets, they de- 
ſparately (z) reſolve to go on in their on Ways, and 
Pick agail Jeremy, abuſing him wirn Words and Blows, 
and putting into the Stocks. | 

ne this Time was a a) Ea called to 'the — 
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| ple, — after the Captivity in Jehoia- ter of Judith it is pofirive 
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of 'a Prophet, and made to [ee the Viſions of God. He 
having been inſtructed and incouraged in the Service of 
God by the glorious (b) Diſcoveries made to him, pro- 
pheſied the ſame woo * Babylon, that Jeremy did at 
Fernjalem ; which confirming Jeremy's Prophecies was a 
great Comfort to him. Thus did theſe two great Pro- 
phets viſit the People with ſeveral Warnings, indeavour- 
ing by very ſignificant Emblems, and direct Prophecies, 
to reclaim them. But they till perſiſting in their Qbſti- 
nacy and Diſobedience, God brought upon them thoſe 
Judgments he had fo often by his Prophets threaten'd 
chem with, and which Zedekiah's Impiety haſtened : For 
he revolting in the ninth Year of bis Reign from Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who had made him King, provoked the 
— * Babyloniſd Monarch to march with a vaſt Army, 
and beſieged Jeruſalem. Where we will leave the Jews, 
and look back a little to an Action which happen'd in ano- 
ther Part of the Kingdom of Judah, wherein Bethulia 
ow'd its Deliverance to the Policy and Courage of the 
Heroin (c) Judith. Ba 
e 


Nebu- 


—— „ — 


. (6) Diſceverics. See Exekiel 1. 2. newly returned from the Captivity, 
3. 4- 5. 8. Which muſt be that in TJeborakim's 
| 2 Fndrth. Some modern Cri- Time; for that in Zcdekiab's conti- 
icks have indeavour'd to make this nued ſeventy Years, before which 
Hiſtory of Judith paſs for an Allego- Nebuchadnezzar, King of Balylm, 
ry; bat it has nothing of the Air of had ſubdued Arphauad, King of the 
a Fiction or Parable. both Jews Medes,and demoliſhed Eebatane. This 
and ancient Chriſtians looked upon it Arphaxad, in all Likelihood, was 
as 2 true Hiſtory, though the former Phrartes, or Aphraartes, who , 28 
have not placed it among their Ca. Nrrodotus tell us, was deſeated by 
nonical Books. The Author is not the Mriant, (who were then Sub- 
certainly known ; but it is very pro- je& ro the King of Baby 


der;) and pe- 
'bable it was compoſed during riſhed wb his Army. ee 
firft Chapter 


the Captivity, becauſe it was written with what is ſaid ia the 

in the Chaldaick Tongue. The Ori- of Frdirh, chat Arphaxau was over - 
ginal, from which were made the come by Nebnabnase ame, re · 
Greek Verſions, quoted the Fa- turn'd to Nineveb, which was the 


ters, and the Latin done by St. Je. Capital of the Kingdom of Aria. 
em, is loſt. As to the Time, it is But to come more preciſely ro the 


moſt certain that it was before the Time of Holofernes, King Nebuchad- 
ing of and. the Tem- an Genzral, ia che e Chep- 


aid, that 


| 
wh N from Nebuchadnezzay pus his General on 
re it. is fad, They were this Expedizies in the fit Month of 


ms Days 
Jud. 4. 3. 
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Nebuchadnexæ ar, King of Babylon and Nineveh, having 


defeated and taken Arphaxad, King of the Medes, pro- 
poſed to himſelf to ſubdue the Nations of A to the 
Weſtwaad : On which Expedition he ſent his General 
Holofernes with a mighty Army, who, ſpreading Terror 
in all Parts, made himſelf Maſter of Meſopotamia, Syriay 
Lybia, and Cilicia, which voluntarily ſubmitted to him. 
After theſe Conqueſts he turn'd his Arms to the Country 
of Edom, where he found as little Reſiſtance. The J- 
raelites taking the Alarm gathered what Forces they had, 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the Mountains, and fortified their 
Towns. Hylofernes, ſurpriz d that they fhould think of 
oppoling his Army, inquir'd of the Moabites and Am- 
monites what Strength that People had, and what Mo- 
tive could induce them to ſtand out. Achior, Chief of 
the Ammonites, in few Words told him the Hiſtory of that 
Nation, and having informed him how they had been 
ſometimes protected, and ſometimes abandon'd. by their 
God, concluded, that if they had offended their God, 
he would deliver them into his Hands ; but if they had 
not, their God would defend them, and all his Army 
would not be able to ſubdue them. Holofernes hearing 
this Account, with great Indignation cauſed Achior to be 
ſent into Bethulia, which he beſieged, intending to de- 
ſtroy him when it was taken. The Inhabitants of Be- 
thulia ſeeing the Number of the Enemy began to be 
frighted, as were fo prefling with Ozias the Gove - 
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the eighteenth Year of his Reign, the Time of a Siege. As for the 
which was the ninth Year of Zexe- Berhulians injoying Peace during J- 
kioh, King of Judah; fo that the dirs Life, it may be that 
Defeat of Holeferuet and the Siege of Nebuchadnezzar being imployed tuo 
Jeruſulem happen d in the ſame Year, Years in the Siege of em, 
though it muſt be ſuppaſed that the mighe ſpend fame Years. in reducing 
Expedition againſt Het hulia was in other Parts of the Country; and Be- 
the Beginning of the Year, and rhe thulis being a Place naturally ſtrong. 
Siege ar the End of it; for we read as firuared in the Miounremous Part 
in the fifteenth of Jud, that Joakim of the „ Was unwilling to 
the Prieſt with rhe Elders came from foil his Army before it, or make an 
Jeruſalem. to. ſalute Iuaith, and (he —_ on iv; till he had 
return d to Jeruſalem with them to the reſt. 

give Thanks, which could not be ia 
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of the Place, that to quiet them he promiſed to ſurren- 
der the Town, if in five Days they were not relieved, 
But that which preſſed them moſt was the Want of Water, 
for otherwiſe the Town by Reaſon of its high Situation 
was inacceſſible. This Want of Water was occaſioned by 
the Advice of the Idumeans and others, whom Holo- 
fernes had ſubdued, who told him there was no Way of 
reducing the Place, but by cutting off the Water at the 
Foot of the Mountains, which ſupplied them. This Ad- 
vice Holofernes perſued, which made Ozias the Gover- 
nor in Deſpair promiſe the People he would hold out no 
longer than five Days. 2 
At that Time there dwelt in Bethulia a Woman named 
udith, as eminent for Virtue and Piety as for the great 
Wealth and Poſſeſſions her Husband had left her. She 
hearing what the Governor had done to quiet the People, 
ſent for him and the leading Men of the City, and in 
their Preſence chid him for it, telling them all that God 
by her would find out an Expedient to deliver them ; but 
injoined them not to ask after her Proje&, for ſhe declar'd 
ſhe would not tell them. Upon this they left her, wiſh 
ing her good Succeſs. Judith was ſenſible of the Charms 
-of her Beauty, for ſhe was very handſome, and with 
theſe ſhe propoſed to captivate and betray the proud Ge- 
neral. Having therefore addreſſed her ſelf in Religon to 
God, ſhe adds all the Imbelliſhments of Art and Dreſs, 
and attended only with her Maid ſhe makes the beſt of 
her Way to the Aſſyrian Camp. Being come to the Out- 
guard ſhe was ſtopp'd, and asked who, and whence 
ſhe was. She told them was a Hebrew that had fled 
from her Countrymen for Protection, becauſe ſhe was 
ſenſible that their Fate was near. Her Dreſs and Beauty 
commanded reſpet, and they immediately provided a 
Chariot for her and her Maid, and a Guard of a hundred 
choice Men to conduct her to the General's Tent. Where 
being arrived, and waiting without the Tent till the Ge- 
neral was ready to receive her, the Officers and Soldiers 
with much Pleaſure ſurvey'd and admir'd her Beauty. 
Being introduced, Holofernes met her at the TL 
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ind ſeating himſelf under a rich Canopy of State, h& af+ 
ſured her of his Protection, and deſired an Account of 
the Cauſe of her Coming. After due Reſpe | 
the Preſence of fo great a Perſon, ſhe told him as ſhe had 
done the * ; and addreſſed her ſelf fo artſully ta 
him in Words that admitted a double Meaning, { (d) a8 
That the Lord had ſent her io work a Thing with bim, 
that ſhould make the World to wonder uben they. ſhou 
hear it,] that be became inamour'd with her Wit an 
Beauty. Holofernes fondly concluding that the God of 
the Hebrews was angry with them, Which he through 


rave her Leave to go and come whither and when ſhe 


pleaſed without Controul. Judith was a ſtrict Obſerver _ 
of the Ceremonies of her Religion; and to prevent any 


enten by eating with the pa when Holefernes 
preſſed her to eat as he did, ſhe declined it, t elling hid 


that ſhe had brought enough to ſerve her fill ſhe had fis 


liſhed what ſhe. came about. Thus ſhe continued three 


nes invited her to an Entertainment, where ſhe drank 
df his Wine, but eat only what ſhe had ordered her Maid 
to provide. The General was ſo well pleaſed with her 
Converſation, that he drank: very liberally, and propoſed 
to ittjoy the beautiful Stranger that Night; but he grew 
ſo intoxicated with Wine and her Beauty, that he fell 
upon his Bed faſt afleep. Upon which Bagoas, the Ge- 


neral's Eunuch; diſmiſs'd all the Company, except Fudiths 


and ther himſelf withdrew. Now was Judith's Project 


ripe for Execution; praying therefore to God to ſtrengs 
then her in the A ms on. of it, ſhe* approached the 


Bed, and finding his Senſes quite lock d up with Wine, 


ſhe drew his Scimiter, and at two Strokes cut off his Head, 


which ſhe immediately gave to her Maid, whom fhe had 

order d to attend her without. The Maid put up the 

Head in the Bag fhe carried their Proviſions in, And away 
[Vol 2.} N baue oo 
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Days in the Aſſyrian Camp, and on the fourth Day Holos 
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they haſten towards the Mountains of Bethulia. When I Thar 
they were come within Hearing Judith called to the Ofte: 
Watch to open the Gates, and being admitted, the Go; I his 
vernor and People from all Quarters of the Town came ed | 
thronging to ſee her; upon which. ſhe ſhewed them H. died 
bofernes's Head; aſſuring them that though ſhe had in. IM Year 
ſnared him with her Beauty, yet he had committed no- ſaler 
thing immodeſt with her. Judith well knowing the Con- I 
ſternatibn into which the ſudden Death of ZHoloferne; Il freq! 
would) put the Afyrian Army, adviſed the Bethuliam Wl the! 
to take ithe Advantage of it, and arm to perſue and kill I that 
them: They had great Reaſon to obſerve her Inſtructions, IM matic 
whoſe Conduct had fo far put them in the Way for their I all F 
Deliverance: The Beſieged therefore immediately ran to the: 
Arms, and to incourage them Judith had ordered the I into 
Head of Holufernet to be hung upon the Wall in Sight of I ſoon 
the Enemy. The Bethulians appearing in the Paſſes of Mo E 
the Mountains, the Enemy's Outguards gave Notice to raiſe, 
their Officers, and the Officers ſent to the General; upon Ml +47 
which: Bagoas, his Eunuch, went to the Tent, and the 
knocking at the Door, but having no Anſwer, he open MW == 
ed it, and went in, where to his great Amazement and the $ 
Surprite he ſaw the headleſs Body of his Maſter wallow: Servi 
ing in his Blood ; and miſſing: Judith, who he thought I be re 
had lain with Holofernes that Night, he went to her Tent; ¶ beſti 
but not finding her there, he ſtraightway concluded who ter 2 
was the Author of this Miſchief and Diſgrace to the 4% Prop 
Hrians. This Misfortune ſoon diſperſed through the them 
Camp, and put them into ſuch 2 Fright, that every one ken 
= began to ſhift for himſelf, flying over the Campaign and Cha). 
| Mountains in the greateſt Confuſion and Diſorder. This Men 
| the Bethuliaus took Advantage of, and attacked them in A 
ſmall Parties from ſeveral Quarters, as did likewiſe all the preſe 
neighbouring People, who, as well as thoſe of Berhulia, 

infiched themſelves vaſtly with the Booty. After this 

: Joakim came to Bethulia, attended with the Chief Men 
4 of Hrael, and having ſaluted Judith, and complimented WW, % 
b her for her glorious Conduct and Policy, ſhe returned impor 
with them to Jeruſalem, where they alt gave publick JW und 
bo Thanks rele 
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; WL Thanks ,-; 204; offered Burnt Offerings; but Judith 

; I Offering, wWas the Plunder, of ,Halofernes's Tent, with all 
„his Equipage, with which the Soldiers bad ;preſent+ 
Jed her., After this ſhe returned to Bethulin, and 
bd in a good old Age, being 2 hundred and five 
„ vears old. Return we now to the Siege of Jeru- 

* alem. ads m7 A ae 55G. 06 14: i 

# « he Jeu being cloſely belteged, the Prophet Jeremy 

; tequently applied to the Kitg, telling 'him'his:ownh, and 
che Fate of the City; whichr:av laſt ſo affected Zedetiabh, 
I] that he and bis People, to ew ſome I aken of Refor- 
nation, agreed to proclaim 2, Manumiſſion or Liberty to 
al H:brewi Servants of either Sex, whicli they ratified by 
ode ancient and uſual. Solemnity of (e): dividing a Calf 

e into two Paxts, and paſſing between them. But this they 
bon ae for upon the ooming of (f) Hepbxa, King 
of Egypt; t the Relief pf: Fernſalemy the (g) Chaldeans 
5 niſed the Siege of 8 fight the 
n Toptiaus ; and the People, of Jefuſalem, that had made 
4 Je Proclamation, of Liberty, chinking that Nebuchad- 
» ezzar's Army: fled for fear of the Egyptian Army, made 
d the Servants. return every one to his reſpective Duty and 
„Service. 4 This, Prevarication ſo incenſed the: Lord, that 


he repeats his. former Judgments of Sword; Famine, and 
Peſtilence; by his Servant Jeremy: Upon which ſoon af- 
o ter Zedekiah ſent Jehucal and Zephaniah the Prieſt to the 
„ Prophet, Feramy, to deſire him to pray to the Lord for” 
x chem. But he returned Anſwer, That they were Miſta- 
e ken to think the Chaldeant gone; and ſuppoſing that the 
d Chaldeaus ſhould be worſted, ſo that none but wounded 
is WM Men ſhould, be left, yet they ſhould fire the City. 
in After this, the Prophet ſeeing the Siege raiſed for the 
ne preſent, thought to take this Opportunity of the Gates 
45 WOE RT > N:'s + 1 * being 
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ed (e) Dividiug. Jeremy 34. 9: which () Hophra. He is called ſo by 
ed Imported a Sort of Imprecation on the Prophet Jeremy, g. 44. * — b 
themſelves, that they might be cut others Apries, by Euſebius Vaphres. 
ck under in Caſe they did not obſerve 7 Chaldeans. They were Part of 
ke and * 5 into which Nebuchadnexzar's Army. 
Enter d. 
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being open, and go into the Country; but being ty 
ped E — ſeized as a Deſerter, and An 
— the Princes, who were in ſuch a Rage, that they 
felt upon him, beat him, and committed him to Priſon 
From whence he was by the King's Order releaſed, an 
brought to his Houſe, where berween themſelves the 
King asked him if he had any Word from the Lord con 
| ing him. Ves, replied Jeremy; for thou fhalt be de 
livered into the Hands of the King of Balylon. Thea 
| ulating with the King the Hardſhip of his Caſe 
for telling the Truth in the Siege of the City, and 
other Things, was puniſhed and confin'd, and the file 
Prophets excuſed, he defired the King to put him into 
more commodious Priſon, and he was removed, and bet. 
ter Care taken of him fo long as any Proviſion was left. : 
The good old Prophet, though in Priſon, ſpoke what 
the Lord commanded him; and all that he faid being: 
conſtant. * egg — * dgments of 
inſt the City and People of Jeruſalem, parti 
= ſhould be taken by the Kin, 973 Nad 


Ja 

Babylon, and that 
they ſhould languiſh under thoſe three Plagpues, Famine, 
Peſtilence, and Sword, the Princes were ſo inraged, that 
they went to the King, and remonſtrated to him that 
the Prophet ought to be put to Death, for he by thoſe 
Speeches diſcouraged the Soldiers and People. The King 
in this Diſtreſs not daring to conteſt with his People, who 
upon every little Occaſion were to to mutiny, did 
them do what they pleaſed. Upon which they took the 
good old Man, and let him down by Cords into a naſty 
miry Dungeon, where he muſt inevitably have periſhed 
kad not God raiſed him up a Friend in the Perſon of 
Ebedmelech, an ——ů who interceded with 
the King for him, and procured him to be brought back 
to his former Priſon. For this Courteſy Jeremy aſſured 
the charitable Moor, that when the City ſhould be taken 
he ſhould not fall by the Sword. And now the King ha- 
ving the Prophet near him again, he defired him not to 
hide any 'Thing from him that he ſhould ask. But the 
Prophet, who had been ill treated before for {peaking © 
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Mind ſo freely, now to capitulate with him, and 
before he anſwered the King he told him, That if he 
would (+) promiſe not to put him to Death, if what he 
ſhould report to him did not pleaſe him, and if he gave 
him good Advice, he would obſerve it, that he would 
freely anſwer him. To the firſt the King anſwered poſi- 
tively, that no Body ſhould hurt him; and as to the ſo- 
cond he was filent. However, the Prophet yentur'd to 
adviſe him to. ſurrender to the King of Balylon, with AF 
ſurance of good Quarter for himlelf and Family. The 
King ſcrupled at it, but the Prophet perſiſted; and at 
breaking off the Diſcourſe the King obliged him to Se- 
crecy, which for his own Sake he obſerved; for if the 
Princes had known what had paſſed between him and 
the King, it might have coſt the Prophet his Life. 

The Siege ng near an End, the People through 
the Scarcity of Proviſions are reduced to Extremity, bei 
forced to rake the very Dunghils for Food, and at 1 
to feed on one (i) another. In this ſad Condition the 
City was taken by Storm in the eleventh Year of Zede- 
tiah's Reign. The Chaldeans having poſſeſſed themſelves 
of one Gate, King Zekekiah with the few Forces be had 
left indeavour'd to eſcape at another Gate; but the City 
being incloſed on every Side with the Enemy's Army, he 
had not gone far before he was taken, and the few that 
were with him diſperſed. The wretched King thus taken 
was carried to Nebuchadnezzar, who was then at Riblah 
where, to add to his Miſery, he ſaw his Sons put to death 
before his Face, and the Princes of Judah, who had op» 
— his inclining to believe the Prophet Jeremy, were 
ikewiſe (lain. As for himſelf, the King of Babylon com- 
manded his Eyes to be put out, and binding him in Fet- 
ters of Braſs, he carried him in Triumph to Babylon, 
where he died in Priſon. The People being put to mili- 
tary Execution, the Enemy fell to plunder os —_— — 
3 3 a 
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Place. This Neburarud 1 Captain of che king of Bu. 
lou's Guards executed 'wit the utmoſt Rag ge; for he threy 
down the Walls, burnt the Temple and R al Palace, and 
all the great Men's Houſes, and ſet the Alt of the City 
on Fire: Thoſe that eſcaped the Sword, With them thy 
had deſerted during the Siege, werk ſerit Priſoners to Bu 
bylan ; none but a few of "the Poorer Sort being left t 
till the Country. — the ſacred Veſſels, Ute is, and 
Treaſure of the Tim ple; were carried off, together with 
the Prieſts and ſome | ficers rn uſed to attend the Ser. 
W 114 Lord. 5 . 1 
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JE FORE mates had. bade che Jemoliſhn 

of the Flace, the King of. Bahlon having underſtood 
what Pains the Prophet Jeremy had taken to incline: the 
King of Judah and his Princes to a timeſy Surrender, and 
what Hardſhips he had ſuffer d for ſo doing! gave a ſtrid 
Charge to 2 to have a ſpecial Regard to 
him, and to grant him whatever he ſhould: deſire. But 
in the Heat of the Action he had neglected to inquire 
after him, and they that had the Charge of [tranſporting 
the Captives had carried him away among the reit as far 
as Ramah. Upon which Nebuzaradan ſent for him back, 
and gave him his Liberty. Jeremy underſtanding by N- 
ux aradan that the d. fe of Babylon had made 2 
Goverfior of the Land, he went to him by Netuzaradans 
Advice, and dwelt with him at Mia pah, as did ſeveral 
of King .Zedekiah's Offigers, who: upon the taking of the 
City had fled, and were' diſperſed about the Country 
Among theſe were Jbmazl, who v was of the Royal 2 


8 


(k) Charge, See Jeremy 39. 10. 
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and Johanan and Jonathan, two Brothers, and other 
principal Men. All which Gedaliah took into his Pro- 
tection, on Condition they would be ſubject tu the King 
of Babylon, giving them Leave to ſettle in what Towns 
they pleaſed, and furniſh themſelves with Winter Stores. 
The ſame Liberty he gave to all the Jeus that returned 
from the Countries, to which in the common Danger 
they had fle. 2 55h10n H vd 11 2803 


* 
. 
* — 


But notwithſtanding the Generoſity of Gei aliab, I. 


mael turns Malecontent ; for envying the Promotion of 


Gedaliah, who was an obſcure Perſon in Compariſon” of 


' himſelf, he with ten more conſpired to murder Gedaliab, 


which baſe Deſign was under-hand incouraged by the. 
King of Ammon. Jobanan diſcovered this Conſpiracy to 
Cedaliah, and offered his Service to diſpatch: Ibmael. 
The generous Governor, who was a Man of Honour him- 
ſelf, and not ready to entertain ill Thoughts of; others, 
would not believe Johannn, nor permit him to kill 5 
mael. But his Incredulity Toon colt him deat; [far the 
Conſpirators pretending to pay a Viſit to the Governor, 
murder'd him, and to ſecure themſelves, taking Advan- 
tage of the People's being unprovided for Defence, fell 
upon them too, and flew not only the Fews, but the 
Chaldeans alſo. This they kept ſo private for ſome Days, 
that fourſcore Iſraelites, who were carrying Offerings and 
Incenſe to (J) Jeruſalem, fell into their Hands, whom” 
they barbarouſly murder d, except ten, whom they ſaved; 
for the diſcovering of their Treaſures in the Fiel. 

Ihnael not thinking himſelf fecure here, leaves Mix- 
paß, and taking what People were left as Captives with: 
him, (among whom were King Zedekiah's (m) Daughters, 
he makes the beſt of his Way to the King of Ammon, 
who had put him upon this treacherous ary 7 oy But 
Johanan having Intelligence of the late Maſſacre, with; 


what Forces he had marched after Ipmael, whom he 
c [Cs_ 
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(1) Jeruſalem. It is to be ſuppoſed deſtroyed when they came from 
that ee; vaelites had not heard home. 27 3 
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foynd at the Pool of Gibeon. Tbe People that 7hbmael 
had carried off fram Mizpah ſeging Johanan and the reſt 
come to reſcue them, ran over to their Deliverers; which 

ael perceiving, with only eight Men in his Company ' 
to the Ammonites. Jſbmael thus gone, Jobanan 
and his Company take up their Dwelling at () Chim- 
ham near Bethlehem, which they (o) choſe the rather, - 
that if they ſhould be attack d by the Chaldeans for Ib. 
mazes Confpiracy, they might the more readily take Re. 
ein Egypt. n; ole en 
Jeremy the Prophet having taken up his Dwelling with 
Geaaliah at (p) Mizpah, was carried from thence by 
Thmael the Conſpirator after the Death of the Governor 
among the reſt of the Captives; and I hmael being rout- 
ed, he accompanied Johanan to their new Habitation at 
(9) Chimbam. Here Johanan and his Company addreſſed 
the Prophet, and intreated him to pray to the Lord for 
them, to direct them what Courſe to take. The Prophet 
promiſed them he would, and faithfully return them the 
Anſwer which the Lord ſhquld give. Upon which they 
enter'd into a Coyenant of Obedience to the Prophet, and 
he ſupplicated God for them: But ten Days were paſs d 
before he received an Anſwer ; when 1 and 
the People together, he told them, That if they would 
live in Sbje tion to the King of Babylon, and tarry in 
Judah till his appointed Time, the Lord would skreen 
em from all Danger, and raiſe them up again; but if 
they offered to go to Egypt, the Sword, Famine, and Pe- ( 


Rilence, ſhould perſue them. This Adyice being contra & 
d their Inclinations, they would not bglieye it, but rude- 


told the Prophet be ſpoks falſely ; and notwithſtanding IM be. 
he urged in his Defence that they had diſſembled with be 
him, when they intreated him to pray to the Lord for " 
them, and gave 2 Confirmation of the Judgments that 
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och, rhe Son of old Barzilla: 


' Children, with the late King's Daughters, the Prophet 
Jeremy, and Baruch his Scribe. 
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would attend them, they perſiſted in their former Reſo- 


jution of going to Egypt, and remoy'd thither with all 
the Remnant of Judah, taking the Men, Women, and 


They had not been long in Egypt, before the Lord by 


his Prophet admoniſh'd them of the Deſtruction of Egypt: 


and Extirpation of their falſe Gods, by Nebuchadnex X ar, 
King of Babylon. But the ſtubborn Jews would not mind 
him, for they reſolutely told him they would do what they 
thought fit, and would, according to the Idolatry of the 
Egyptians, 'offer Incenſe to the (r) Queen of Heaven: 
The Women with equal Inſolence ſaid the fame. Which 
ſaucy Anſwer. provoked the Lord to denounce 
— by his Prophet the moſt fearful (s) Judgments in po- 
ſitiye Terms: At the ſame Time aſſuring them that Pha · 
70ah Hophra, King of Egypt, (under whoſe Protection 
they lived ſecure, as they imagin'd,) ſhould be delivered 
into the Hands of Nebuchadnezzar, —Y of W 
as Zedekiah had been before. 
(i) And now the Prophet Jeremy having diſcha 

Duty to his own People the Jews, he addreſſed — 
in = reſt of his Book, ſor the moſt Part, to the (v) Gen- 
tiles ; As diq his Cotemporary, the Prophet (w) _ 
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109.2 Queen. By which; 7 * the c. 26. thoſe that 
Moon at leaſt, . 22 all the Planets. ke bende wth Td c. 2 

dee Jeremy 44. againſt rhe Prince of Dy, c. 
* Tu 2 nn 26,27. againſt Egypt, 4. 29, 30, 31, & 32. 
r.) And, Cc. About this Time again Op rds of Iſrael ad, c. 34, 
both Jeremy and his Contemporary 38ainſt Mount ge on, c. 35. 
Ezekzel left off Hiſtorical Matter, and againſt the lofty ones "Y at, c. 36, 
forerel the Wickedneſs and Misfor- with a Promiſe of their 1 Vt 
1 8 of the Heathens. * their ore (Country, 0g * pr a 


V) Gentiles. Thus Jer the c. 27. 
hr AA againſt 57557 t, c. 46. "The Br. hi- Enemies te the Chonch of & N Us 
Hines, c. 47. WT 8. Ammon, der the Name 
am, an 1— N 49. Ba- 6.38, 39. 45 from op Hom Maps 
lon, c. 50, & 51. with ſome Pro- ſcribes the ebuilding of ce Leagte 
pheties re and there incorſyerſed; as a ſure Coafirmartiqn to his 
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edemption of ſhould have an End, and they'll 
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who'was as earneſtly. ingaged in the like Service ini Chal. 
dea. In which prophetick Office they continued till the 
Time of their (x) Death, gn m3 Ao 
( Daniel, having been carried to Babylon among the 
Captives in the firſt Captivity of Judah, under Jehoia- 
kim their King, with his three Friends, was forced to 
change his Name, and they theirs, by Order of Aſbpenaz 
Maſter of the Eunuchs. This was done in token of Sla- 
very: Therefore they called Daniel Balteſbaxxar, Hnna- 
niah Shadrach, Miſpael Meſhach, and Azariah Abednego. 
Being bred up in che Learning of the Chaldeans, in order 
to qualify them for the King's Service, Daniel, who waz 
deſcended of the Royal Blood of Judah, and his three 
Friends, had their daily Allowance of Meat and Wine or- 
der d from the King of Babylon's Table. But Daniel, be- 
ing a devout Obſerver of the Religion of his Country, re- 

ueſted of the Maſter of the Eunuchs that he and his 

riends might be excuſed from it, deſiring only Pulſe and 
Water, which he ſaid was ſufficient Suſtenance for them. 
This upon Tryal agreeing well with them, they had their 
Liberty to eat it, without having other Meat forced upon 


them. ais religious Abſtinence recommended them to 
5 ) 4 4 . 
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: (x) Death. The Holy Scripture 
makes no Mention of the Death of 
theſe two . either as 
to Time, = or Manner. Bur 
t. Jerom in the Life of Jeremy, and 
Dorout heas Biſhop of Tyre in his Syzop- 
fr of the Lives and Deaths of the Pro- 
phets-and Apoſtles, Tay that Jeremy 
was ſtoned to Death in See by the 
People; moſt likely his Renegado- 
ountrymen the Jem, that fled to 
Egypt againſt his Advice, and God's 
LOommand, and took him with them 
agaihſt his Will. For the Egyptian: 
being freed by the Propher's Prayers 
from Crocodizes, which very much in- 
feſted chem, had him in very great 
Honour and Eſteem, which they te- 
ified by burying him in one of the 
al Sepulehres, As for the Pro- 
pher Ezekiel, he is faid to be ſlain in 
Dhal ales by a Prince of the Children 
of Jrael, whom he reproved for wor- 


* A. 


_ 


ſhipping Images. In their Time, tho' 


towards the later End, the Prophet 
Obadiah propheſied. His Prophecy 
is directed againſt Edom, the Poſterity 
of Eſau, againſt whom thoſe other 
two ape 7 alſo denounced Judg- 
ments of God, Fer. 49. and Ezek. 25. 

(y) Daniel. The Jews do not 
place him among the Prophets, be- 
cauſe he did not live after the mar- 
ner of the other Prophets. How- 
ever it can not be denied, but that 
he was a Prophet, and what he wrote 
was a Prophecy, as the Jem, own 
He propheſied at Babylon from the 
beginning of the Captivity, till the 
Reign o 7. that is, above eighty 
Years. We do not read that he re- 
rome ND * 88 1 5 
theretore 1uppole that 1ed at Ba- 
bylon. His Book is partly Hiſtorical 
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and partly PropheticaalI. 
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datelyanſwer'd their Prayers, and ima Wiſion rev 
| | as I x 


the more immediate Care and Lobe of "God 5 whoz:whillt - 
they were following their Studies in the Arts and Sciences 
of the Chaldeans, furniſh'd them with ſuch” Under- 
ſtanding and Knowledge, that when at the end'of-three 
Years they were brought before the King, he found chem 
by far to excel in Wiſdom all the Magicians and Aſtrolv⸗ 
gers of his Country ; eſpecially Daniel, to whom-God 
imparted a wonderful Knowledge of uriderſtanding-arid 
interpreting Dreams. A Specimen of Which he ſoon 
ſhew'd ; for the King having a Dream one Night, it leſt 
ſuch an Impreſſion on his Spirits, as made him very un- 
ealy; and that which added to his Inquietude was, he 


could not recollect the Subſtance of this Dream. Upon 


this the moſt learned among the Chaldeant that pretended 
to Divination were ſummon'd ; who excuſed themſelves 
from telling the Dream, but readily offer d to interprew it? 
if he could recollect it. This was ſo far from ſatisfying 
the nneaſy King, that it put him into a Rage, and he 
threaten'd them and their Families with Deſtruction if 

they did not conjure ont the Dream. They ſtill perſiſted 
in their Inability to perform what he demanded, urging 
that it was the Province of a Deity, and not of Mam ſo 
to divine, and that no King ever before required fuch # 
thing of Men of Skill and Learning. Nebuchadnezzar 
looking upon this as trifling with him, gave Order that 
all who profeſs'd Magick in his Dominions ſhould be de- 
ſtroy d. Upon this Daniel and his three Friends were 
ſought for to be executed among the reſt; but Daniel ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the Captain of the Guard to know the 
Cauſe of this ſudden Decree, and the Captain acquainting 
bim with the whole Matter, he went into the Preſence, 
and told the King, if he would give him time, he would 
both diſcover and interpret his Dream. Daniel having 


ag time went to his Apartment, and acquainted his 


Companions Hananiah, Miſbael, and Axariab, with the 
whole Matter, and deſired them to join in Prayer with 
him to God, that he would — reveal this great 
Secret' to them, that they might not periſn. God imme” 


the 
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the Secret to Daniel ; who, after a Return of Praiſe ang 
' Thankſgiving, applied himſelf to the Captain of the 
Guard, deſiring him not to execute the King's Decree, 
but to introduce him to him, and he would diſcover and 
interpret his Dream, Arioch the Captain glad to be ex- 
ſed from this bloody Work readily brought Daniel to 
the King, who ask d him if he had found out the Dream, 
Daniel told him, The Secret was beyond the Reach of 
humane Wiſdom, and that none but the God of Heaven 
could reveal it, who had been fo gracious for. the ſake 
of thoſe. that might receive the Benelit of the Interpreta - 
tion of it to diſcover it to him, Then he thus began to 
declare the Dream: '© You ſaw an Image of a vaſt Di- 
E menſion, excellent in Brightneſs, but terrible in Form, 
4 The Head of this Image was of fine Gold, the Breaſt 
* and Arms of Silver, the Belly and Thighs of Braſs, the 
* Legs of Iron, and the Feet partly Iron, and partly 
* Clay. You ſaw, O King, a Stone, cut out of the 
& Mountain; but from whence it came, you knew not; 
* -which Stone falling upon the Feet of this Image brake 
c them into pieces, and then the reſt of the Image brake 
cc into Duſt, which the Wind diſpers'd, fo that it was no 


& more to be ſeen; and the Stone that did this Execution 


* on the Image increaſed to a great Mountain, and fill'd 
e the Earth. This, O King, was the Dream; and this 
& is the Inte ion of it. Thou art a King of Kings, 
4 to Whom the God of Heaven hath given Power, 
« Strength and Glory: Thou therefore art meant by this 
& Head of Gold; and after Thee another Kingdom ſhall 

& ariſe, as inferiour to thine as Silver is to Gold: And af 
s ter that a third Kingdom, emblem'd by Braſs, which 
| © ſhall govern the Earth. But the fourth Kingdom ſhall 
E be ſtrong as Iron, and deſtroy the other Kingdoms; 
and whereas the Feet were partly Iron, and partly 


ike Iron, and partly weak as Clay, and 
y er. But in the Days of theſe 

ings, the God of Heaven ſhall ſet up 2 Kingdom 
which ſhall never be deſtroyd: And Gar Kingdom 
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& ſhall not be left to other People; but it ſhall 
« and conſume all theſe Hot ms, and iti ſhall 
« ever. And whereas you law that the Stone hich 
« broke the Image in pieces was cut out of the Mountain 
« without Hands, the great Gd hath made known to the 
„King what ſhall come to pals hereafter z for the Dream 
« is true, and the Interpretation of it is certain. 
Nebuchadnezzar being ſatisfy'd by the Diſcovery of his 
Dream, that the 4 4 muſt be true, proſtrated 
himſelf on the Ground and worſhipped Daniel, com- 
manding an Oblation and ſweet Odours to be offer d to 
him; which Daniel (2) refuſed, and inſtructed the King 
to direct his Devotions to God. For this great Sativfacs 
tion which Daniel gave the King in revealing and inter» 
preting his Dream, the King Kacy him Governour of the 
anus, Province of Babylon, and Chief of all the Learned 
Men; and beſides many great and rich Preſents which he 
75 ve him, he promoted his three Friends, Hananiah, 
ſbael, and Az ariah, who by Deputation from 1 
were to overſee the Affairs of Babylon. 
Some time after this, the King, grown proud with his 
Succeſs againſt the Jews, Egyptians, and others, aud ele- 
vated with the Interpretation def his Dream, which oom 
pared him to the Golden Head of the Image, order d a 
Statue of Gold to be made, thirty Yards high, and of a2 
proportionable Bigneſs. This monſtrous = he had — | 
up in the Plains of Dura, and ſummon d 
Degrees and Condition to appear at — 
n ad] at which time Proclamation e that When 
ignal was op they ſhould: all proſtrate them- 
a and- worſhip it, pain of being thrown into a 
burning Furnace. "This JOrke was obey d by all, 
the Captive Jews : Which ſome of the Chaldeats 
yy wy I Pers of _ to dhe mY) and — 


eating 


Refufz4. Though this be not Trath, that your G is a God | cg 


J., 
— 


8. 0 yet we may conclude md A Lard Kings, and 8 


would not admit of ſuch f Seca 
Profancncts, Fam the King's fer Lo OO 


f. 2. v. 4. 


181 1 
** 4 * — 
A EAA 


| ago AiCorpledtiHiſtry BobkVN 


-eaxifitf- to meddle it ariel; who at that time was the 
-chitE! Favourite, they ãmpeachd Shadrach, Meſbach and 
«Abednego, his three Friends. Theſe being brought beſole 
ne King peremptorih refuſed, to pay Adoration to his 
Ainage, telling him they truſted; in a God, who was able 
ata Aeliver them frum his Rage. This 88 
ſwer (as the King todk it) ſo incens d him; that he: com. 
mnded them te meh, the Furnace ſeven times hotter 
nban it ag before to bind Shadr nah, Meſhach and Abed. 
arego; and caſt them into it: Whichithey did; and though 
the Heat was ſo fierce that it hurnt thoſe that threw them 
in; yet they had no harm; but the Bonds with, which 
they were tied were looſed, and they walk'd in the midſt 
of the Fire. The King at a ſecure, Piſtance ſaw this Exe- 
eution, and, the Fierceneſs of the Fire abating, he in 
: Surprize and tu, ment criedvut; Did e not 
udcaſt three Men into the Furnace a: Behold, I ſee faut 
< Men walking. freely, Without any hurt, in the midſt 
Lol The Fire, and the Form! of the fourth is like the 
6e (a) Son of God. Then approaching the Furnace he 
called to Shadnach, Meſpach and Abednego, and ſaid, if Ye 
Servant of: the moſt high God, come hither. ”- Upon 
which they came out of the Furnace in the Preſence. of 
i without ſo much as a Hair of their Heads being ſindged, ot 
the leaſt Smell of Fire about them: The haughty King 
Was: now convinced, that there Was a: more powerful 
eing than himſelf, who could protect his Servants from 

_ the Rage of the moſt inſolent and arbitrary Tyrant; and 
therefore in a ſudden Tranſport of Devotion he cried 
aut. Bleſſed , the; Lord God of. SHadrach, Meſbachi 
«and. Abednego, who hath ſent; his Angel, and deliver d 
« his, Servants that truſted in him. Therefore I dearee, 
that thoſe WhO ſhall dare to profane the God of Sha: 
%, dnach, Meſbach and Abednego, ſhall be cut in pieces, 
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$6ORVIEI. of ot Holy Bible: ror - 
« arid*itheir Houſes? ſhall be madeid Demghill ; becduſe 
4. chere dis no other God that can deliver after this tar 
ner Upon this: Daniel's thred;Friends were afreſſi 
preferred; to the grekt Mortification vi thoſe-that envled 
their former Promotion % 4 
Led how King-Neduchadnez-var-beihg| reed from-ult 
War at home or abroad, indulg d himfelf in the Pleaſures 
of his Court, and quietly for a time injoy.d'the * Fon of - 
his Conqueſts ; till at length Boy's Rr ream gave him 
freſh Diſquiet; which he perfectly . aud con- 
cluding that his own People might intefpret it, ſentinoy ]] 
ſor Daniel, but for the Chaldeantʒ tf whom! having re- 
_ his Dream, they wete as'muthiat'aloſg'as when the 
King demanded; of them the DiſcovetyVof- his former. 
Dream, which he had forgot. But the revealitis of theſe 
divine Secrets was reſerv'd for the Setvants of Odd gn 
the King meeting with no Satisfaction from this owSub” 
jects ſent for: Daniel, to whom he: recounted his Dm. 
which was thus: I ſaw a Tree of 4/prodigious' — 
« tude, which ſeem' d to reach from Earti 10 esu It 
© was fair and fulÞ of Fruit, yieldedShehes tethet Rist 
« and Fowls, and Shteltincs: to H FENHHH IWA A 
Angel come down from Heaven, he fuid aloud, H, 
down the Tree cut off 'theBraneliss}\ ſhake off the 
6 „Leaves, and ſcatter the Fruit, and. det all Creatiiees ge. 
© part from it: Vet let che Stump femaln in tRerHuth, 
c with a Band of Iron and Braſs, 714 che tender Graft of 
© the-Field ; and let it be wet with the Dew-of Heaven, 
e and let his Portion be with the Beaſts/in the Gruſb of 
© the Earth. Let his Heart be changed from tbhag df 4 4 
8 Man, and a — _ 5% DIE pag and let N ſeven 
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op PTTL 7 D. = 
"= Seven.. By ſeven Times ſome eſpecially in the _ of = 
think are meant long Time, which It was the way of 
in Holy Scripture is is bgnified by the the Chaldearns, and a- an ws i 


Number ſeven, it denotes moſt commo o Meaſure gt fo 
perfection; as if it had been ſaid, cially in in, the Chronicles 70 el 
N ſect or full Time, that the See an 7. 25. and 11; 550 


ing thus brutified ſhould nt. are of NS Les 
Ck ber ſeven is 1 ap- at the Pures of Daniel were 


plied to Weeks ; but oftner to Years, into ſeven Months. 


192 4 Compleat Hifloy Book VII Nec 
« Times paſs over bim. This is the Decres of the Holy I P 
one, that the living may know, that the moſt High 
« ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whom 
* he pleaſes, and ſetteth over it the baſeſt of Men. 


Daniel having heard the Dream, was ſo affected with © ha 
the dreadful Iudgments that it portended to the King, I m! 


that he ſtood ſilent for the ſpace of an Hour; which the 
— obſerving, and gueſſing the true Cauſe of his Per. 
jon, bid him tell him freely whatever the Interpre- Ml N 


tation might portend. Then Daniel addreſſing himſel I © P 
witch much Tenderneſs and Concern for the King, wiſh'd C 


this -inauſpicious Dream and the Interpretation might af- Il th 
ſect the King's Enemies, and thus interpreted it to him. (d) « 
The Tree, O King, which thou didſt {ee in thy Dream, Cra. 
< js thy ſelf; for thy Greatneſs reaches to Heaven, and 1 
thy Dominion to the End of the Earth. And as to 
hat the Angel ſaid of hewing down the Tree, this is 
the Meaning of it: It is a Decree of the moſt High (c) 
<« which is determined againſt the King; Thou ſhalt be . 
E; dtiven from Men, and thy Dwelling fhall be with the WW v: 
4 Beaſts of the Field; Thou halt eat Grafs with the Ii dc, 
ren, and ſhalt be wet with the Dew of Heaven; tures 
* and ſeven Times ſhall paſs over Thee, till Thou knoweſt I *"* 
< that the moſt High ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and I «in 
E. giveth it to whomſoever he will. And whereas it was I *< 
order d that the Stump of the Tree ſhould be left, it I Hd 
T ſhews, that .the Kingdom ſhall be ſure to Thee, after I *"* 
Thou ſhalt have known, that the Lord of Heaven ind 
& doth rule. And now Thou haſt heard the Interpreta- MW vi 
non of thy Dream, permit me to adviſe Thee: Attone IM daf 
« for thy Sins by an holy Life, and by Acts of Mercy to rei 
4 the Poor recommend thy ſelf to the Mercy of the Lord, 
that he may prolong thy Peace.” Nebuchadnezzar, N 
who had ſeen the verifying of Daniels Prophecies, and WM thu. 
likewiſe been an Eye-Witneſs of God's great Power I ton 
and Providence, might have been ſomewhat depreſs d in MW ble 
his Mind at the Report of ſuch a Judgment pronounced * 
E againſt himſelf: But inſtead of humbling him- I 7%: 
elf, and deprecating the divine Sentence by Repentance, t; 


t 


: | 24 „ 
Book VIII of the Holy Bible. 193. 

1s Daniel, adviſed him, at the Twelvemonth's End, as he 
was walking in his Palace at Babylon, with great Pride 
and Pleaſure ſurveying that vaſt and overgrown City, he 
oſtentatiouſſy ſaid; © Is not this great Babylon, which I 
« have (c) built for the Metropolis of my Kingdom, by 
my own Power, and for the Honour of my Kingdom? n 
The Words had ſcarce paſs/d his Lips, when a Voice 
from Heaven was heard to ſay, © Unto Thee, O King 
Nebuchadnex x qr, it is declared; Thy Kingdom is de- 
* parted from Thee, and they ſhall drive Thee from the 
«* Converſation of Men, and thy Dwelling ſhall be among 
the Beaſts. of the Field.” And immediately he was 


(d) driven from the Company of Men, and he did eat 


Graſs as the Oxen, and lived like a Brite. 


[Vol. 2. 


— — 


— — — 


(e) Built. Nimrod is ſaid, Cen. 10. 
10. to be the firſt Founder of Baby- 


im, aud undoubtedly he was ſo. But 


Nebucbadnezz#r here calls himſelf 
the Builder of this City, as thoſe 
who alter or add to any great Struc- 
tures would ſeem to be reputed the 
firit Foynders, apd, by ;aſluming.ro 
themſelves rhe Praiſe due to others, 
extinguiſh rhe Memory of their Pre- 
deceſſors. Ar firſt indeed Babylon 
was but a little City, and that often 
hid waſt by the lnundations of the 
River Euphrates; and becauſe Semi. 
ramis afterwaids very much inlarged 
and fortified it, and beautified it 
with many Ornaments and fine Buil- 
dings, ſhe is likewiſe ſaid to have 
built it, and celebrated as the Foun- 
dreſs of it. But after Semiramiss 
Time, the 4ſjrian Kings neglecting 
ylon built Nineveh, making it the 
Royal Reſidence, and Metropolis of 
the Mirian Monarchy ; and Babylon 
thus deſerted, partly by the Inunda- 
tions of Euphrates, and partly by the 
Incuriions of Enemies, became igno- 
ble and obſcure. At laſt Nebuchad- 
ne zar havin | 
Babylon the Scar of the Empire, and 
very much inlarged and beautiſie 


it; for he added ſeveral Walls to it, 


deitroy'd Nineveh made 


— 


with magnificent Gates. In that 
part where the Royal Palace ſtood 

e built another City, which he in- 
cloſed with a Wall ot vaſt Breadth 
and Heigth, where he had thoſe fa- 
mous penhl Gardens, ſo celebrated of 
old. Though Authors differ ery 
much in the Heighth and Thickneſs 
of the Walls of this City, yet it is 
certain. _ were prodigious in both, 
Oroſius and all owning them to be 
tifty Cubits, Which at the eommbn 
Eitimation is ſeventy five Feet; fo 
that what Strabo and Curtius relate, 
viz. that Chariots could paſs by one 
another on the top of the Walls, may 
reaſonably be credited. As tg, the 
Puniſhment. which, immediately be- 
fell Nebuchadnexxar upon this vain 
exalring,himſelf, he may by this Act 
be ſaid to have haſten'd it upon him- 
ſelf, though it was a Year before told 
by Daniel; for by cope cal- 
ling, himſelf the Aut r of theſe 
mighty Things, he deprived God of 
the Honour, by whoſe Permiſhon he 
you ſo mighty, and capable of doing 
r 


em. 5 ; a 22 
(a) Driven. Some think, that this 
being driven away was his own ſhun- 


ning - humane Converſation during 
— — his Mind, ich 
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By this terrible Example God made it appear, how (e 


verely be can puniſh' the Pride and Elevation of Merl D: 
Hearts; by putting chem into the Condition of Beaſts MW He 
who by their Arrogance exalt themſelves above the State wh 
of Men. Co 
Aſter Nebuchaduezzar had continued his appointed ſac 
Time in this fad and fotlorn Condition, he lifted up hs N 
Eyes to Heaven, and God was pleaſed not only to reſtore WM /al 
him to his l and Form, but to his formet cul 
State and Dignity; for which he made this thankful A. wa 
knowled —5 1 : 0 (e) I Nebuchadnexx ar do praiſe, extol WW Pr⸗ 
« and honour the King of Heaven, all whofe Works zu to 
* Truth, and his Ways Judgment; and thoſe that walk thi 
ji pride he is able to ſubdue. Pre 
After the Death of 1 his Gam Evilme-W he 

* 8 ſucceeded him, who took Compaſſion on Jehoia- wi 
kim the Captive King of Judah, and releaſed him from W wr 


his Impriſonment in the ſeven and thirtieth'Year of his WW wi 
Captivity, treating him with great Humanity and nin | th: 
allowing him an honourable Maintenance, and. giving hin bit 
the Precedence of all other Princes in Babylon. BY Re 

Evilmeradach's Reign was but ſhort, .. continuing bu th: 
two Years, at the End of which his luxurious Son Be. fro 
ſhazzar ſucceeded. him. In whoſe firſt Yeat Daniel had it. 
his (f) Dream of the four Beaſts er this Tims four ba 


Monarchies: A And in the Shin Year of this lame King of 

„ : Daniel WW H. 
— . | — — —— Seema EN 1 — mi 
Sele him Perake bimſelr wo che" From the difttaBcd Hiſtory: of the WY H 


Fields and Woods ; Others, that th 


Chaldzans, who in general ſpeak of 
ro grown weary of his Tyranny 


the Reigns of their Kings, but ſel 


conſpired againſt him, and forced 
him to fly; which laſt ſeems to.de- 
rive fiom a Tradition of the He- 
brews, who ſay, that his Son Evil. 
 merodach affecting the Throne in his 


dom mention minute Circumſtances; 

for no profane Writers take notice of 

this part of Nebuchadnezzar's 2 
(e) 1, ce. Ke Dan. 4. 

the Time or Manner of tis King 


Father's Lite- time help'd ro depoſe Death we have no Account in t — 
him ; which is nor probable, becauſe Holy Scriptures. He is ſuppoſed not 2 
after Nebuchadncæ æur's State of Bru- to have lived long after his Reſtors- de 
2 expired, and that he came to tion, but to have left his Kingdom os 
himſelf, his Subje&s defired him to to his Son Evilmerodach, who 5 Ye 
Wins but it may be 3 fed, that thought to have (| plied his Place in Ye 
his 9 his Son might act as the Government uring his Fathers 

e Reaſon of the Variety State of Brutality. _ 
2 in this Point proceeds (f) Dream. See. Dax. Fe | 


Book VII. of the Holy Bible. 195 
| Daniel had that memorable (g) Viſion of the Ram and the 
d He-Goat, with the Interpretation of them. (+) After 
ae which this luxurious King making a great Feaſt for his 
| Courtiers, he commanded his Servant to bring forth the 
dM ſacred Veſlels of Gold and Silver, which his Grandfather 
hill Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the Temple of Jeru- 
de /ſalem, that he and his Princes, with his Wives and Con- 
net cubines, might drink Wine in them: Which accordingly 
„was (7) done, and in their Cups they ſang Hymns of 
ta Praiſe to their Idols. A thus ad Impiety 
e to his Exceſs, ſo provoked the great God of Heaven by 
a this ſacrilegious Contempt of his holy Worſhip, and the 

Profanation of the Veſſels dedicated to his Service, that 
-: he terrified this Prince in the midſt of his luxurious Feaſt 
4 with the Appearance of a Hand, which in three Words 
2m wrote the 1 of his Condemnation. Beſbax æ ar 
b was ſo concerned and frighted at this amazing Prodigy, 
% that he called for the moſt learned of his People to ſhew 
in him the Meaning of it; but notwithſtanding the promiſed 

Reward of Purple Veſts and Chains of Gold to thoſe 
ut W that could diſcover this mighty Secret, they were ſo far 
from interpreting it, that they could not ſo much as read 
ad it. This gave the King and his whole Court great Niſtur- 
ur WW bance of Mind; upon which the old (&) Queen hearing 
ne Wl of the King's Conſternation came into the Banqueting- 
iel Houſe, and told the King, That he had a Man in his Do- 
_ minions named Daniel, in whom was the Spirit of the 
e Holy Gods, and whom his (J) Grandfather, for his ex- 


of | O 2 traordinary 
of | 1 {<a 
. (g) Hun. See Dan. 8. , was Nitocris, Queen Dowager and 
Of 8 Hom Though theſe Viſions Wife of great Nebuchadnexaar. 


5 are placed after the luxurious and 2 Grandfather. Nebuchadne 
ras profane Banquet of Belſhazzar, yet is here, Dan. 5. 11. called 'Belſhaz- 
in Order of Time they ſhould come z#r's Father, not through Miſtake, . 
before; for Daniel tells the Time of but after the manner ot the Chal- 
1 each; as the Dream was in the firſt deans and Hebrews, who commonly 
: Year, and the Viſion in the third call Grandchildren and Great · Grund- 


th Year of Belfhazzar. children Sons, and Grandfathers and 
(7) Done. The City of Babylon Great-Grandfathers Fathers, «Thus | 

was at this Time ſuppoſed to be be- Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, are cIlled 

heged, and near taken. Fathers after many Generations vr. 


) Queen. This, in-all probabili- Deſcents. 


traordinary Ability that way, had made Maſter of the 
Magicians, who would ſhew the King the Interpretation 
of the Words that ſo much troubled him. The King glad 
of the Opportunity of amd nk this terrible Secret 
ſent for Daniel; who appearing before him, and {lighting 
the Honours and Preſents the King promiſed, in caſe he 
could interpret the Words, told him, That ſince he had 
not humbled himſelf, nor taken Example by his Grandfa- 
ther Nebuchadnezzar, who for his Pride was chaſed from 
the Converſation' of Men, and reduced to the State of 
Beaſts; but Hſted up himſelf againſt the Lord of Heaven, 
and' profaned the holy Veſſels dedicated to his Service, 
God' being provoked by thefe his Crimes had'ſent a Hand 
to write upon the Wall Ris Condemnation in theſe three 
Words, MENE, TEKEL, UPHRASIN. Which 
Daniel interpreted thus: By ME NE, God hath (m) 
number d thy Kingdom. By TE XK EL, Thou art weigh'd 
in the Balance of his Juſtice and art found too light. By 
(n) UPHRASTN, Thy Kingdom is divided and given 
to the Medes and Perfians. The King having heard this 
dreadful Sentence pronounced by (a) Daniel, how un- 
welcome ſoever the Interpretation was tþ himſelf, yet 
beſtow'd upon the Prophet the Honours promiſed him, 
cauſing him to be cloath'd in Purple, with a Chain of 
Sold about his Neck, and to be proclaimed the Third 
Perſon in the Kingdom. "TIE ; 


As to the fulfilling this Prophecy, God immediately 
verified it, as Daniel had predicted; for the ſame Night 
| be : | g el- 


_ 4 


* 


(2m) Number d. That is, the Term his Son, and Belſbaxxar his Grand- 
of thy Kingdom. ſon, and in thoſe five Years (at leaſt) 
in) UPHRASIN. Here Daniel ſeems to have been forgotten by all 
in re 
S FN, inſtead of it put in PERES, chadnexxar; during which Time of 
as ſignifying the fame thing. his Solitude God youchſafed by wen- 

(e Daniel. This Holy Prophet, derful Viſions to diſcover to him the 
| who had been ſo great and powerful Sucerſſions of all the Empires of the 

in the Time of Nebuchadnezzar, is World, until the Bleſſed Kingdom 

ſuppoſed to have retired from Court, of Chi. | 
daring the Reighs' of Evilmerodach | 
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ating the Word U PH RA. but the old Queen, Widow of Nebu- 
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Belſbaxxar King of the (p) Chaldeans was (q) flain, God 


making him a terrible Example to thoſe that ſhall facrile- 


giouſly abuſe Things dedicated to his Worſhip and Ser- 
Vice. | 

The ſacrilegious Belſbaxxar being thus overtaken by 
divine Juſtice, Darius the Mede aſſumes the Throne; 
who eſteeming Daniel as a Perſon fill'd with the Spirit of 
God, beſtow'd upon him peculiar Marks of his Favour ; 
for at firſt he made him one of the three Preſidents of the 
Kingdom, and intended to make him Vice-Roy. The 
King thus heaping Honours on Daniel, it gave great Oc- 
caſion of Malice and Envy in the other Preſidents and 
Princes, who thinking it too much for a Captive Jeu to 
be preferred to them, conſpir'd to ruin him. They could 


find no fault with his publick Adminiſtration, for he was 


perfe&ly juſt and faithful in all Things that concern'd the 
King. Wherefore concluding they ſhould never find any 


they reſoly d to lay a Snare for him in that reſpect. And 
in this they were at firſt to ſeek how to bring their Ma- 
lice to bear againſt him, for they well knew the King 
was appriz'd of. his Piety and Zeal in the Religion of his 
Country, and that he ſtood fo fair in the Royal Favour, 
that they dared not directly attack him; and therefore they 


ſtruck at him a more diſtant Way; for they perſuaded 


the King to publiſh a Proclamation, That whoſoever 
ſhould ask any Petition either of God or Man, except of 
the King only, for the Space of thirty Days, ſhould be 
thrown to the Lions. The unwary King, not ſuſpecting 


any Fraud, concluded that, becauſe they told him, all the 


Preſidents, of which Daniel was the firſt, had agreed to 
it, Daniel had conſented to it, taking it for a Telti- 


mony of their Affection and Loyalty to him at his Accel- 


„ ——— 
— 0 
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) Chaldeans. See Dan. 5. 30. the Advantage, whilſt the Chalagans 
n By the Medes, (under were thus revelling and oyerchar 
the duct ot Darius King of the with Wine, to divide the River 


Medes, and with the Help of his Son- phrates, poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
in-Law the Great > wr at that City, and ſurprized rhe Court. 
Time beſieged Babylon. Theſe taking 


| Thing to accuſe him of, except in Caſe of his Religion, 


I 
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ſion to the Throne, without any Heſitation conſented to 
it, and it was paſs'd into a Decree. Tho Daniel knew 
this wicked Law was levell'd at him, yet preferring the 
Law of God to that of Men, he continued his uſual 
Courſe of praying to, and praiſing God three Times a 
Day, kneeling upon his Knees with his Chamber-window 
open towards Jeruſalem. His Enemies, who had laid 
this Snare for him, ſoon found an Opportunity to betray 
him, for having taken him in the Act of Praying, they 


preſented themſelves before Darius, and accuſed him of 


Contempt and Rebellion in diſobeying the King's Decree, 
deſiring immediate Execution of the Sentence againſt him. 
The n too late ſaw the Deſign, and being vex d at his 
eaſy Credulity in ſuffering himſelf to be thus impos d up- 
on, labour'd to have the Decree reverſed; but the Gran- 


dees repreſented to him, that the Royal Decrees, accord- 


ing to the Laws of the Medes and Perſians, were unalter- 
able, and that therefore the Penalty Daniel had incurred, 


being irreverſible, he muſt be caſt into the Lions Den. 


The King's Weakneſs in this unjuſt Act, gave Way to the 
Solicitations of theſe wicked Men; and tho* Daniels 
Piety and Wiſdom had recommended him very much to 
his Favour, yet he thought in Honoyr he could” not go 
back from his Word, and therefore deliver d Dauiel to 
them, at the {ame Time unwittingly propheſying, That 
the God, whom he ſerved continually, would preſerve him. 
Daniel being thrown into the Den, to prevent any 
Means that might be attempted for his Eſcape, a great 
Stone was laid on the Mouth of the Den, and Cated not 
only with the Royal Signet, but with that of the Lords 
too. The King retired to his Palace very penſive, where 


he ſpent the Night in great anxiety and uneaſineſs of 


Mind for his Favourite Daniel,; and early in the Morning 


repairing to the Den, between Hope and Deſpair, he in 
a melancholy Tone called to Daniel; © O Daniel, Ser- 
* pant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou ſer- 
, yeſt continually, able to deliver thee from the Lions? 
„Ves, O King, replied Daniel: My God hath ſent his 
* Angel, who hath ſhut the Lion's Mouths, that they 

| | « have 
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« have not hurt me, becauſe he found me innocent in 


« his Sight, and juſt to thee“ The King, overjoyed to, 


ind the Perſon he ſo highly - valued thus miraculouſly 
preſerved, ordered him immediately to be taken out of 


the Den, and at the ſame Time commanded, that all 
thoſe that had accuſed. Daniel, with their Wives and 


Children, ſhould be caſt into the ſame Den, which was 


immediately done, and the Lions ſeized and tore them in 


pieces, before ever they camel to the, Bottom of the Den. 
The Providence of God appearing. ſo viſibly i in the Pre- 
ſerration of Daniel, the King publiſhed a Proclamation, 
„That in; all Parts of his Dominions; Men ſhould fear 
« 2nd tremble before the God of. Daniel, for he is the 
* living God, and remains for ever. His Kin gdom ſhall 
© not periſh, and his Dominion ſhall always — 2 He 
delivereth and reſeueth, and worketh Signs and Won⸗ 
„ders in Heaven and Earth, who hath n eV Da- 
« ziel from the Power of the Lions. : 
bn e 1:00 On bea cet Aſter 
. * — 


"mn „ a . * * 
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all Darius s - > was ſeven - Prophecy; and according to the 
teen Years, out alſo in the Reign of tin the fowrreenth Tees is is pe Dil 
Crus, the firſt Perfien Monarch. In cove:y Daniel made to t ng 
who 
traordinary Viſion, relating more ef- Meat that was ſet before him in his 
pecially to the later Times of the Femple, as the Prieſts of thit falſe 
Jewiſh State, mentioned in the loth, God perſuaded that Prince, as alſo 
Iich and 12th Chapters. Which 1 is the Deſtruction of the Dragon, whic 
the laſt Account the ſacred. Text the. Babylomans adored, and Dani 
gives of, him; which is alſo ſilent made to burſt. As to the Time of 
of his Death, tho he is ſaid by others theſe two N the 11 is — — 
to have died a natural Death, in the happen in the W 
Land of the Chaldeans, and to be wi being called the laſt ing. of 
honourably buried there; bein laid the Medes, muſt be that Darius the 
by himſelf in the Royal Sepulchre. Mede, who flew Belſbaxgar and took 
t however this might be, it is cer- Babylon, and whom Cyrus imme- 
tain, he lived to have the Satisfac- diately ſucceeded. As to Darius the 
ton — ſeeing, before his Death, Medes being called eee ir is as 
ny given for the Return of his reaſonable to ſuppo 
— rethren, and for re- building King in whoſe Reign the Hiſtory of 
the : Temple at Jeruſalem. Suſamma is related, as to allow that 
There are two Stories in the Apo- he was called by other Names; for 
cypha which ſome add to the Book he is by the 5 called Na. 
ot Daniel, making that of Suſawna's bonides, by Herodotus, Labynet, and 


(r) Daniel. 5 Fired por oaly. eh fl jirceenth. Chapter of Devi 


— accuſed b een two Elders, by the Greeks, Darius Medns. - As to 


Who were con 


by Daniel, to be = Hiſtory of Daniels wat 
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After this, Daniel lived and flouriſhed, not only thre? 
the Reign of Darizs the Mede, but in'the Reign of (;) 
Cyrus the Perfian ; in whoſe firſt Year it pleaſed the Lord 
ſo to touch the Heart of that Prince (according to what 
had been foretold by the Prophet (f) Jeremy) that he 
publiſhed an Edict, giving leave to all the Jews to re- 
turn to their own Countfy, to rebuild - Feruſalem ard 
the Temple, to worſhip their God, to-take with them 
their Gold, their Silver and their Goods, and Beaſts for 
Sacrifice. The Jews,” who had long wiſhed for that 
happy Day, prepared to ſet forward; and »Zorobabel, 2 
Prince of Judah, whom Cyrus had appointed to be their 
Governor, led them to their own Country, conſiſting of 
near Fifty thouſand Souls. ' They took along with them 
All the Veſſels and Utenſils of the Temple; which had 
been carried to Babylon in the Reign of Nebuchaduer: 
zar, all which were reſtored to him by expreſs Order 
from Cyrus. 2 8 
When Zorobabel and thoſe under his Conduct were 
come into Judea, they met at Jeruſalem, to undertake 
the Re-building of the Temple. The Foundations of 
which they laid, offered Sacrifices, and made. fplzmn 
Prayers to God; and kept the ſeveral Feaſts ew 
„„ / ee 
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of whom it was propheſied, about 
—— my hq — Naeh 6 — 

rn, the ri et Hatah, 44 26, 
He faith ro Cyrus, Thou 20 Shep- 


IE... ATE. Rat A. 1-. ty. + 
Cheat of Bells Prieſts and burſt- 
the Dragon, by the later Ptrt of 
it, which mentivny his being caſf in- 
eo the Lions Den againſt the King's 


Inclination, ir ſeems to be the fame 
Story with What we have related in 
the Text of Daniel's being caſt into 
the Lion's Den, and his Deliverance 
| from thence; with ſome Addition 
of Circumſtances in the Beginning 
and Want of others in the End'; ani 
it being faid in this Hiſtory in the 


: 1 that it happened in Cy- 
2 eign, there malt be a 2 
Rake in the Tranſcriber, and Cyrtvs 
122 for Daria; for in Dan. 6. 
the Text ſays poſitively, that Action 
of Dante! x was in the Reign of Da. 
wit, Who had promoted Daniel. 

te) Cyrus, This was: that 
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herd, and he jhall perform all my De. 
fire, ſaying to Jeruilaltm, Thou ſhalt 
be built, and to the Temple, 1 
dation ſball be 152 laid. This Cy- 
rus being already. Ning of the Med 
and Perſians, - reſolving to- unite the 
Babylonian” Monarchy to his own, 
march'd towards that City with his 
Army; took Shuſban, ot Suſa, and 
routed Nabonidet in Battle. Aſter 
this Defeat of Nubonider or Darius 
the Mede, Cyrus betizgged and took 
Babylon, by which he became Maſter 
of all' the Eaſt ; which*till then had 
been djvided into ſeveral Monarchies 


0 Jeremy, See cb. 29. v. 10. 
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by the Law. It was in the ſecond Month of the ſecond 


Year of their Return from the Captivity, that they laid 
the Foundation of the Temple, which was begun with 
all the Solemnity and Magnificence that the Circum- 
' ſtances of Time and Place would admit: But when ſome 
of the Ancients, who had ſeen the firſt Temple before 
Nebuchadnezzar, cauſed it to be dEmoliſhed, they burſt 
into Tears, when they ſaw by the Foundation of this} 
how much ſhort it was like to come of the former. 

Whilſt they were going on with the Temple, the Sa- 
maritans, who were planted in ſeveral Cities of Ifraet 
in the Room of thoſe Iſraelites that Salmanaſſer King of 
Aria had long before carried away Captives, hearing 
that the People of Judah had begun to build the Tem- 
ple, they came to the Governour Zorobabel, and defired 
to join with them in the Work, alledging, That they 
ſerved the ſame God, as the People of Judah did. But 
| the Governour and the Chiefs of the Families of 1ſrael 

would by no Means allow them to have any ſhare in this 
Work, fearing that they, who were Idolaters, norwith« 
ſtanding they pretended to worſhip the God of Iſrael, 
might profane the Temple with Idolatry. This refuſal ſo 
exaſperated the Samaritans, that they from that Moment 
made it their Buſineſs to obſtruct the carrying on the 
Work. Notwithſtanding which the Fews went on, till 
the Samaritans having by Bribes corrupted ſome Perſons 
about the King, put a (v) ſtop to it, which laſted till the 
Reign of (w) Darius. 


Cyrus 


7— 
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(v) 1 This Stop to the Build- Variety of Names given to ſeveral 
ing of th Temple may be ſoppoſed Kings, would ſo contound the Chro- 
to have been given in Cyrus's Time, nology, that it would be impoſlible 
Eſdr. 4. 5, | to reduce it to any Certainty. For 
(w) Darius. This muſt be Darius Cam ſes the Son of Cyrus is called 
Hyſtaſpis, and the Darius, in whoſe Ahaſuerns. To him the Samaritans 
— Year the Building was car- ſent Letters to ſtop the Building of 


ried on, Was Darius Nothus, in the Temple. They likewiſe ſent to 
whoſe Time the Prophets Haggai and Magus on the fame Account. This 
Zachary prophelied, and nar. before; Prince had poſſeſſed himſelf of the 
fee Eſar. 5. i. Indecd if it were not Perſian Empi e atter the Death of 
for coremporary Occurrences, the Abaſuerus; and would not 2 


E 


, - i 
* 


. an 
8 Y 


_” among 
- vided a Banquet for the Ladies in the Palace. The laſt 
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Cyprus the Perſian having taken the City of Shuſban, in 
the Territory of -Babylon, it was by his Succeſſors made 


the Reſidence of the Perſian Monarchs. Here it way 
Abaſuerus ſolaced and regaled himſelf after his Egyptian 
Expedition, inviting all the Princes and Governours of 


his Provinces to an Entertainment of an hundred and 


fourſcore Days; and after that he invited the inferiour 


People with the reſt to another Feaſt, which laſted ſeven 


Days. Nor was this Feaſting only among the Men, but 
the Women; for Y/ajbti the Queen had pro- 


Day of this Feaſt the King in a Frolick, or rather Fond- 
neſs, would fhew his Queen to his Gueſts, for ſhe was 
very beautiful, and ſending his ſeven Chamberlains to at- 
tend her to him, he ordered that ſhe ſhould come with 


the Crown on her Head. The haughty Queen diſdain- 


ing to be made a publick Spectacle; refuſed to obey the 
King's Command, which ſo incenſed him, that conſult- 
ing how to puniſh her for this publick Affront, it was 
agreed, That for fear this Act of the Queen's ſhould be 
brought into a Precedent, ſhe ſhould be depoſed for her 


Contumacy, and that a Collection of the faireſt Women 


ſhould be made for the King to take his Choice of. This 
laſt Fropoſal ſuited with the luxurious Monarch; and 
amongſt the Crowd of Beauties that were brought to 
Court, none pleaſed the Eye of this amorous Prince like 
the fair Eſther. She was of Jewiſb Race, . Niece to Mor- 

; Alecai, 


3 OY 


— 
9 


the Jews to re- build their City or 
Temple. He is likewiſe by Hiſto- 
rians called by ſeveral Names, being 
in Eſdr. 4. 7. called Artaxerxes. 


As to the Author of the Book of 


ber, it is uncertain who it was. 
me have thought it was written 
Merdecai, becauſe the Book takes 
otice, that Mordecai wrote Letters 
all the Fews on the fourteenth and 
fiftcengh of the Month Adar; but it 
js not ſaid, that he wrote all the 
Hiſtory. It is more likely, that the 
great Synagogue caus'd it to be com- 


pos d, to preſerve the Memory of 


that ſignal Event, and give an Ac- 
count of the Original of the Feaſt of 
Lots, Aft. 3:9: and afterwards added 
it to the Number of the facred 
Books. It was firſt written in Her 
brew, as we have it in the nine firſt 
Chapters of St. Jerom's Verſion. Some 
Grecian Jew afterwards made Addi- 
tions, Which have been inſerted in 
their proper Places, in the Greek 
Verſion, and placed all * by 
St, Jerom, at the End of the Book, 
from the twenty fourth Verſe qt the 
tenth Chapter. „93 8 122 


Book VII. of the Holy Bible. 203 . Y 


{:cai, of the Tribe of Benjamin, This Virgin having 
loſt her Parents, lived at Shuſban with her Uncle, at the 
Time that Queen Vaſbti was depoſed. - Eſther's native 
Beauty, and ſweet Diſpoſition ſo ingaged the fond King, 
that he ſet the Royal Crown upon her Head, and made 
her Queen inſtead of depoſed Yaſbti. At the Celebration 
of his Nuptials he made a Feaſt to all his Court, which, 
in honour to his new Queen, he called Eſther's Feaſt, 
and for her ſake not only made Preſents to his Gueſts, 
but for that Time remitted the Tribute of all his Pro- 
vinces. | ' 
Mordecai at Eſther's firſt going to Court had cautioned 
her not to diſcover that ſhe was a Jeu, which ſhe tare- 
fully obſerved; and it might be her Uncle's Care that ſhe 
ſhould not be refuſed by the King for being a Captive; - 
which might be the ſame Reaſon why Mordecai conceal- 
ed his Relation to Eſther, leaſt it might be diſadvanta- 
geous to her. And for theſe Reaſons he may be ſuppoſed 
to have continued a contented. Waiter at Court, till ſome 
favourable Opportunity offered to promote him: Which 
ſoon preſented. It happened whilſt Mordecai attended at 
the Palace Gate, he got knowledge of a Conſpiracy 
formed by two of the Chamberlains to ſeize and muxder 
the King. This he immediately communicated to his 
Niece the Queen, and ſhe acquainted the King with it 
in Mordecai's Name. Upon which the two Cham- 
berlains were ſeiz d, convicted and hanged ; and the 


* 


whole Thing recorded in the Perſian Annals: But Mor- 
decai was not preſently taken Notice ß. 

About this Time King Ahaſuerus had been. very: laviſh 
of his Favour to a proud Amalekite named Haman, whole 
Merits are not mentioned, and, it's probable, they might 
be as obſcure as thoſe of Favourites generally are. Hows 
ever it was, Haman is advanc'd in Honour above all the 
Princes of the Court; and all the Attendants about the 
Court pay him Reverence, except Mordecai. This was 
not at firſt obſerv'd by Haman; but ſome of the Atten- 
dants, who were deſirous of obliging the Court-Favou- 


lite, inform'd Haman, that Mordecai the Jeu reſuſed to 
« -- 


2 
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pay him Reverence. This inflamed the haughty Hang er: 
who ſtraitway meditated Revenge ; but ſuch a bloody 26h 
one, as nothing between Man and Man could deſerye, 
for no leſs than a whole (x) Nation muſt bleed to attons 
for this petty Slight of this aſpiring Wretch. This was; 
great as well as a wicked Undertaking; and Haman to 
go ſurely to work in it, call'd his People about him, and 
made them caſt the Lot before him from Day to Day, 
from the firſt Month to the Twelfth, that they might 
know, what Month and Day would be moſt propitiou 
to their Deſign. So that Haman, to his Mortification, 
was foro d to bear with Mordecai's Contempt every Day 
for a Year. But at laſt Haman having fixed a Time, ad. 
dreſſed the King, and obtain'd a Decree to put all the 
Jews to Death e pr the King's Dominions. For 
this bloody Execution Letters were difpatched to all Go 
vernours of Provinces and Cities, ſealed with the King! 
Seal, which put the poor Fews into a great Perplexity 
and Fright ; but, eſpecially in the Royal City of Shuſbat 
from whence this Decree was iſſued. None in that Place 
Vas more ſenſible of the diſmal Conſequences of this crud 
Decree than Mordecai ; who, rending his Clothes, and 
putting on Sackcloth and Aſhes, went thro' the City be. 
moaning the hard Fate that threatned him and his Coun- 
en. This was ſoon taken Notice of, and reported to 
the Queen; who not knowing the Occaſion, ſent Clothes ax 
to her Uncle; which he refuſed, ſending Word by the thin 
Meſſenger the true Cauſe of his Mourning, and the Dau. Wy: 
er ſhe and all her Nation were in, and that unleſs ſhe [Us 
mmediately repaired to the King, and interceded for tell! 
them, they ſhould all be cut off. Eſther made a Diff. Mr, th 
culty to undertake the Affair; becauſe it was forbid any 


atten 
pared 
with 
er | 


Perſon to come into the King's Preſence, without ſpecial Hin 9 
4 | Order, 

| x) Nation. The Fifty thouſand ſuppoſe, that they multiplied at B4 (y 

alt Fa with Lo boor; re-build (0 of * ing: For 2 

7 and the Temple, were not Exra the Scribe, and ſeveral} athers ¶ come 

all that were left of the Jewiſh Na- return d after that the Temple was {Wſvacal! 


tion, to be ſure; for we may rather finiſh'd and dedicated, ſee Exr. 7. l 
. . . 1 


Order, upon Pain of Death. Mordecai returned An- 
wer, that ſhe ous rather to rin the Hazard of her 
wn Life, than ſuffer all her own Nation to periſh. This 
ouz'd Eſther, and ſhe ſent him Word to cauſe all the 
As in Shuſban to faſt three Days, as ſhe would do; 
ind after that ſhe would go in unto the King, tho it 
25 againſt the (y) Law, let what would ha pen. At 
he End of this Faſt ſhe dreſs'd her ſelf in her Royal 
dobes, and going to the King's Apartment, made a Stop 
aſt as ſhe came in Sight of the King, who immediately 
held out his Sceptre to her, and ask'd her what ſhe re- 


veſted of him. This incourag'd her to approach nearer, 


7 and ſhe touching the End of the Sceptre, he told her, 
OY: would grant ber Requeſt, tho it coſt half his King- 


dom. Upon this ſhe told him, ſhe defired him and Ha- 
man to come and partake of a Banquet ſhe had provided 
for them. Her Requeſt was ſo much the more accepta- 
ble to the King in ac ſhe had-invited his Favourite Ha- 
nan; who, tho' he was a conſtant Companion of the 
Royal Debauches, was not at this Time preſent with his 
luxurious Maſter ; wherefore the Kiflg gave Order, 
hat Haman ſhould have ſpeedy Notice, that he might 
attend the Queen's Invitation. All Things being pre- 
pared, and the Gueſts ſat, the King was ſo well pleaſed 
with his Entertainment, that he again repeated his for- 
er Promiſe of granting the Queen whatſoever ſhe ſhould 
Wk, even to the Half of the Kingdom. The Queen not 
1 this a proper Time to open the Secret to the 
King, deſir'd the King and Haman's Company once 
more the next Day to a Banquet, and then ſhe would 
tell him her Requeſt. The King readily conſented, and 
ſo the Company for that Time broke up. 
Haman, not a little pleas'd that he ſhould be thus di- 


fram d 


. 
9 — . — — 


2 * — 


2 Lew. It was a Rule in the be put to Death; ſuch, to 
Perſian Court, that whoſoever did whom, as a peculiar Favour, the 
come to the King in the inner Cour: King ſhould bold forth the Golden 
ucalled, was liable by the Law to Sceptre, &f, | 


wok VII. of the Holy Bible. 205, * 


ſtinguiſh'd, not only by the King, but by the Queen too, 
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fram'd ſtrange Notions of future. Happineſs to himſelf 


and went out of the Preſence ſo elevated, that he er 


pected nothing leſs than the Reſpe& due to him as th 

cond Perſon in the Kingdom. As he paſs'd, all pai 
him the molt profound Reverence, except Mordeuj 
who took no Notice of this gaudy Courtier ; whid 
ſtung the haughty Favourite to the Heart. Howeven 
he conceal'd his Reſentment, and when. he was come 
home, he began to pride himſelf in his proſperous Con. 
dition, and recounting to his Family the Honours the 
King had 1 * upon him, he told them how the 
Queen had diſtinguiſh'd, him above all the Court, inv. 
ting him only to accompany the King to a Banquet, and 
that to morrow he was to attend her again upon x 
ſecond Invitation. Yet, faid he, what Pleaſure is this 
ce ſo long as I ſee the hated Mordecai, who ſhews me 
c no reſpect.” His Friends concur with him in his Reſent- 
ment, and to make ſhort Work with Mordecai, adviſe 
Haman to order a Gibbet fifty Cubits high to be. pre- 
pared, and to petition the King, that Mordecai might the 
next Day be hang'd on it. Haman, who .vainly im- 
gin'd the King would not deny him ſuch a Trifle as a 
wretched Jew's Life, approv'd the Project, and the Gib- 
bet was ſet up. FVV 

But God was 7 to diſpoſe Matters otherwiſe than 
this proud Son of Agag had done: For it happened, that 
the Night before this Entertainment was to have been, 
a ſudden Inquietude ſeized the King, ſo that he could 
not ſleep; wherefore to divert himſelf he called for the 
Annals of his Reign, and order'd one to read them to 
him; who coming to that Paſſage, which mention d 
Mordecai's Diſcovery of the Treaſon of the two Cham- 
berlains, that had conſpired againſt the King, he asked, 


- 


What Reward had been beſtow'd on Morgecai for that 


Service? They told him none. Whereupon the King 
asked, Who waited without? They told him, Hamas; 
whom he order'd to be call'd in. Haman, whoſe Re- 
ſentment had kept him as wakeſul as the King's Inquie- 
tude had him, was come early to Court, to Petition that 
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Book VII. of the Holy Bible; 207 | 
Mordecai might be hang'd on the Gibbet be had pro- 
vided ; and being call'd-into the Prefence by the King's 
Command, he doubted not in the leaſt of having his e- 
tition anſwered. But as full of Hope as he was, the 
king prevented him, by asking him, What Honour 
ſhould be beſtow'd on the Man the King delighted to di- 
ſtinguiſn? Haman vainly concluding himſelf the happy 
Man, reſolved not to be wanting in laying it on, and 
therefore thus adviſed: the King: Let the Man, whom 
«the King deſigns to honour, be clothed in the Royal 
« Garments, be mounted on the ſame Horſe the wy 
« uſes'to ride on, have the Royal Diadem ſet on hi 
« Head, and the chief Man in the Kingdom lead the. 
* Horſe by the Reins,” walking before him and proclaim. | 
King, Thus ſhall it be done to the Man, whom the 4 
King delights to honour.” Haman had no ſooner de- 4 
lvered his Advice, but the King quite contrary to his 
Hope and Expectation, hid him get the Horſe, Apparel 
and Diadem ready, and do juſt as he had ſaid to Mor- 
decai the Few, charging him not to fail in the leaſt Part 
of it. This cut the proud Haman to the Heart, whoſe 
Thoughts at that Time were imployed wholely to his 
own Advancement. But the King's Word was a Law; 
and he knew there was no diſputing it. Therefore he 
was forced to obey,” and attend Mordecai in the Form Þ 
himſelf had preſcribed, proclaiming before him all che 
Way he went, Thus ſhall it be done to the Man, whom - 
the King delights to honour. The Ceremony being over 
Mordecai return'd to his Poſt at the Palace Gate; and 
Haman in great diſcontent haſtened home; where hie 
related to bis Family the Diſgrace he had ſuffered, in 
being forced to do Honour to his Enemy. They conſi- 
dering the Condition of the Man, told him the Fate of 
declining Favourites, and that if Mordecai was a Few, 
he would riſe upon his Ruine. Whilſt they were enter 
taining Harman wirh this melancholy Preſage, Meſſengers 
came to haſten him to the Queen's Feaſt. Where 23 
being come, he asked her, as before, what her Requelt - 
was ? She anſwered, It was Mercy for her n | 
A 
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& all her Nation, which he, by the Advice of a crug 
Enemy had delivered up to Deſtruction.“ The King 


in great Concern asked her, who had been guilty. of {g 


wicked a Contrivance ? She anſwered, It was Hamay, 
This put Haman in a terrible Fright ; which the King 
obſerving, and looking upon him with great Indignation, 
he roſe from the Banquet and went into the Garden: 
Haman alſo roſe, and taking the Opportunity of the 
King's Abſence, addreſſed himſelf to the Queen to ſave 
his Life ; but whilſt he was in this fupplicant Poſture the 
King return'd, and ſeeing Haman 2 the Queen, 

ealouſy ſuggeſting that Haman had ſome, baſe Deſign on 

er, cried out in a Rage, Will he raviſh the Queen 
ce before my Face? No ſooner were the Words paſs 
his Lips, but Haman's Face was covered, which was 2 


ſure Token of Death to him, and Harbonab the Eunuch, 


having notice of  Haman's Deſign upon Mordecai, told 
the King that Haman had prepared a Gibbet fifty Feet 
high, to hang Mordecai upon; which the King hearing, 
commanded them to hang Haman upon it. Execution 
thus done on Haman, the King gave his Eſtate to the 
Queen, which ſhe, diſpoſed of to Mordecai; to whom 
the King, in conſideration of his former Service, and Re- 
lation to the Queen; gave his Ning, as he had before 
done to Haman. But notwithſtanding Haman was re- 
moved, the Decree againſt the Jews remained in Force, 
wherefore the, Queen delired the King to recal it; which 
he not only granted, but put out another Edict, giving 
leave to the Jews to take Revenge on their Enemies the 
ſame Day. Perſuant to that Order the Jews ſlew their 
Enemies and Perſecuters in Shuſban, in which Number 
fell Haman's ten Sons, and throughout all other Cities 
of AHria. Ever ſince the Jews have kept a ſolemn 
Feſtival in Memory of this ſignal , Deliverance on the 
fourteenth and fifteenth of the Month Adar, which 
was called the Feaſt of (z) Lots. But let us return to 
Jeruſalem. | | The 


—＋— 


. (x) Lots. See ﬀf. 3. 7. and the Feaſt of Purim, from the Perfiun 
d 


Note on (2) laſt. was called the word Pur, which ligaifies 2 Lat; lt 
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The Building of the City and Temple of Jeruſalem 
having been delayed for many Years was. at laſt ſer on 
Foot again in the ſecond ear of (a) Darin, at the 
Inſtigation of the two Prophets, Haggai and Zec har). 
For being diſcouraged by the Samaritans, and the Prohi- 
bition from the Court, they concluded that this was not 
the (5) Time the Lord had decreed for the re-building 
his Houſe 2; Thal ar the ſame Time they built (c) Houſes 
for themſelves-: For this the Prophet Haggai reproved 
them, telling them, that their want of Succeſs in other 
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was inſtituted by Mordecar in remem- Letters. The Fews thereopor, in all 
brance of the Jem delivery from Places, took it as an Obligation up- 
Haman, by whom Lots were caſt on them and their Poſterity, that th 
Day by Day; aud Month by Month, would, without fail, keep theſe two 
for the Deſtruction gf; them. It was Days, at the appointed Time every 
ordered to be kept. two Days for this Ih every Family, Province 
Reaſon : The Jet ar Shyſhan had and City, to be a Memorial of their 
| two Days allowed them to 7 Deliverance, to them and their Po- 
themſelves of their Enemies, but the ſterity for ever. In theſe two Days 
reſt of the Jew / in other Places had they read the Hiſtory of Eſther in 
but one. This cauſed at firſt ſome their Synagogues ;'- and as often” as 
Difference in their Time of Feaſting, rFey hear the Name of Haman men- 
For the Fews in all other Parts of tign'd, oy o with their Fiſts and * 
the Kingdom having done Execution Hammers beat upon the Benches and 
their Enemies the thirteenth Day, Boards, as if they did knock upon 
kept their rejoicing Feaſt on the Haman's Head, 
fourteenth. But the Fews at Shuſhan' (a] Darias. This, as | have be- 
being ingaged both the thirteenth, fore: {aid in the Note off laſt () muft 
and fourteenth Days in defending. be Darius Nothus, and not Darius 
themſelves, kept the Feſtival for Ls whom ſome will have 


their Deliverauce un the fifteenth to be Efther's Son; for the P rephets * 


Day. But afterwards, when Mor- Hagga: and Zechary are not men- 
dcn had made + Record of this tioned till Darins 'Nothur's Reign, in 
great Deliverance, he ſent Letters to the ſecond Year of which the Build- 
all the Fews throughout the Domi- ing of both City and Temple went 
nions of Ah „to eſtabliſh it as forward; and Darius man 
a ſtanding Ordinance among them, reigning Thirty nine or forty Years, 
that they thould keep both che four- it is (cartely ſuppos'd it began to go 
teenth and fifteenth Days of the forward in his Reign. 'Beſides; if 
Month Adar (which was the twelftt? Darius:Longirranus were the Son of 
Month with them, and rakes in Part EHber, it may give Occaſion of Won- 
of the Twelfth, and part of the firſt der, that ſo good a Woman, and fo 
Month with us) yearly, as the oye zealous' a Few as Mordecan, having 
Whereon the Fees reſted from t ſuch Intereſt as they had with — 3 
Tnemies. This Mordecai eſtabliſhed, Ahaſuerus, ſhould not have promoted * 
and being next in Place and Power that Wo. 


to the King, he wrote to the Jer oe Time. See k. 3. 
about it, and Qyeen Eſther wrote Aid. v. 4. 
alſo with alk Authority to confirm his 


Ly 
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Things was owing to their Neglect in going on with th 

2 of Houſe. This rouz d 1 — Governour by. 

People, who being ſenſible of their Neglect, reſolve t 

make amends by their future Obedience, reſuming their 

Work with great Alacrity ; and to continue them in th 

good Temper, the Prophet Haggai was again ſent t 

them, to aſſure them that the Lord was with them in 

this Undertaking: And. that, notwithſtanding the fo. 

mer Temple far exceeded what this was like to be, ye 

if they continued: Obedient, he would fill this Houſe 
with (d) greater Glory than he had done the Former, 

Two Months after Haggai had propheſied and earnef}. 

ly preſſed the Fews to be zealous and diligent in building 

the Temple, the Lord raiſed up another Prophet, Ze 

chary the Son of Parachiah, to incourage them in their 

Undertaking; in which neither Governour, High Prief 

nor. People were wanting, but every one in his Station 

forwarded the Building ſo much, that it was near finiſh'd, 

when Tatnai, King Dariuss Governour, and other Ene- 

mies to the Jews, pie Notice of what they were do- 

ing, came and demanded by what Authority they re- buit 

the Temple and the Wall about it, and would know the 

Names of the Undertakers. Tatnai and his Friends 

T thought to have frighted the Jews from their Work with 

theſe Queſtions, but the Elders perſiſted, and the Pro- 

phets aſſiſted with their Prayers and good Inſtructions 

Theſe Adverſaries miſſing of their Aim, and ſeeing the 

Jews would not be frighted from their Work, acquaint 

ed the King with the whole Matter in a (e) Letter to this 


Pur 


— 


(4) Greater. The Prophet here 2 Splendor, when in v. 7,8. 
means not any external Pomp or he ſaid, he would ſhake the He- 
worldly Splendor; for in thoſe the *vens and Earth, the Sea and Land, 

old Temple built by Solomon far ex- and that the Deſire of all Nations 
ceeded the New, at the beſt. But ſhould come. And undoubredly by 
he means by the greater Glory, that moving the Nations, v. 8. he meant dor 
Bleſſing of Peace, Hagg. 2. 19. which the ca ing of the Gentiles, which 

the World injoyed at the Birth of Jſaiah and other Prophets was 2 

' the Prince of Peace, the. Saviour of ways joined with the coming of the Wl Th 
the World; for it can not be ſup- Meſſiah And therefore nothing but fur 

/ poſed, that God by his Prepher this could be that greater Glory, 

| would ſpeak ſo magnificently of any (e) Letter. See Exr. 5. 7. | 
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Wok VIII of the Holy Bible. 211 
purpoſe: . That going to the Province of ada to 
« the Houſe of the great God, we ſound the Beildinę 
« in great Forwardnefs. Then asking the Eldetg of the 
« people, -who:ſet:them to work, and their Names that 
« we might certify to thee, O King, they returned \ us 
« Anſwer: That they were the Servants of the God of 
Heaven and Earth; and were re-building the Houſe, 
*. „ that was many Years ago built by a great King df 1/- 
et N rae! ; but that their Fathers having provoked the Lord 
le God of 1fraet by their accumulated Tranſgreſſions, he 

« gave them into the Hand of Nebuchadnezzar King of 
. Babylon, the Chaldean, who deſtroyed this Building, 
no Wl and carried the Inhabitants Captive to Babylon. But 
„(che great Cyrus made a Decree in their Favour, im- 
ir “ powering them to return and rebuild their City and 
elt Temple, reſtoring to them all the ſacred Veſſels and 
on “ Utenſils. Upon this Incouragement they laid the 
d Foundation of this Houſe of God, that is in Jeruſa- 
e. em; which is now almoit finiſhed. If the King there- 
0- fore pleaſe, let ſearch be made among the- Records, 
it “ that we may know, whether any ſuch Decree was 
he “ made by Cyrus; and let the King direct us what to do 
ds “ in this Affair“ Search accordingly was made, and in 
th WW Echbatane the Decree of Cyrus for rebuilding the Tem- 
0- Wple and City of Jeruſalem was found; which when 
ns. King Darius had read, he gave a ſtrict Charge to Tatnai 
he and his other Officers, not to moleſt or diſturb the 7eus 
t- Win their Work; and, to make them ſenſible of his good 
s Inclination to the Jews, he ordered Tatnai and his other 
u: Governours to advance Money out of the ſeveral Tri- 
- butes in their Diſtricts for that uſe, and to furniſh them 
„Vith Materials for the ſame; and if they wanted Beaſts 
. ſor Sacrifice, or any Proviſions; of Corn; Salt, Wine or 
"d, Oil, to diſtribute to them according to the Direction of 
che Prieſts that were at Jeruſalem : And all this to be 
1 done upon the Penalty of 5 their Houſes pulled 
a. down and made « Dunghil, and themſelves. hanged. 
- Theſe Men readily complied with the King's Command; 
 Wfuniſhing the Jews with 3 Neceſſaries, and the Work 
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wen on proſperouſſy and ſpeedily, that in the fat 
Lean oft Darias it was, Faiſbed,, 8 Aſter which thoſe of 
Captinity,,and, thoſe chat they had proſelyted from 
the Idelatrylof the Heathen, celebrated the Feaſt of the 
. ion of the; Temple with great Joy; offering 
a hundred Bullocks, two hundred Rams, four hundred 
Lambs and twelve Goats, accordipg to the Number of 
the twelve Fribes of Hſrael And having ſettled the Prieſt 
and Lebites in their Order ſor tbe Set vice of God, they 
kept the Paſſaver at the uſual Time, and the Feaſt, of 
unleavgned Bread ſeven Days, for Joy that the Lord had 
inclined the Heart of- the King to incourage and aſſit 
_ in he: building che Houſe of _ Lord God of 

en 3 35 
The Temple being finiſhed, (s) Edda FE Prieſt and 
Scribe, learned in the Law of God, who had hitherto 
continugd . gt Balylon, with others of the .Captivity, 
which had pot yet returned, having obtained leave of 
the King, prepared to go to Jeruſalem. To this the 
King not only readily conſented, but gave bim an ample 
005 n to 178 ben him — he * = 
nec * 
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h Year, of Darius, the Jews in 
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towards another, and abſt abftain 721 
Preſſong the Widow, the Fat herleſt, ! 
Stranger and ths Poor, and from 11 ima 
ginins Evil one againſt anther. 

/ Dedication, The Feaſt of Hr 
dication | is termed in the New Teſta 
ment Enkainia, à Feaſt wherein 
fmething is renewed - becavſethoſc 
Things only are vPpechc conſecrated, 


which _ their com- 
mon, w ede to | fore new 
2nd holy 1 U We wag. d. of many 
| hings conſecrated in the Old Teſts 
as the Tabernacle, the Tem- 
ole, * Priel 8. Altars, Vellels and Gar- 
ments: But there was no anniverſary 
| os nd or Saternity appointed to be 
erxed in remembrance. of F their 
Conſectation. 


ivity h E ken a. : 2. Mciſage to Je- 
how they were to 
behave the ſelves in, relation to their 
former Fa 97 65 that the Temple 
| was. rebuildink ?. (The fevers} Faſts 
they eat Oct n Da > he on Wy 
mournftu caſions; as parti 
— Faſt in the "ft Mope Month, which. wh 
Was forthe Deſtrudtion of the 
'e, and that in the ſeventh Mont 
or the Murder of Gedaliah their G 
ur, Fer. 2. 12. and 4t» 1, 22 m 
ke this the, Lord returned Anſwer 
His el . ab. 7. v. 5, 


not in thoſe Fi 
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ealamitous Condition, tha 


——— en bi Repenrance) (g £xr8. Ses his! Genealogy de- 
2 ha | 
o ko them nope pence b Fu, — 1 9 nes ng e rows 7. 13. 


an ſhew Mercy and Compaſſion one R 


Bol 
necet 


furni 
Prov! 
Cred 
Valu 


Book VII. * of the \Holy: Bible. 21 — 
, 


neceſſary both ſor his Journey thither, and Service there; 
of furniſhing him with Money to buy Cattle: for Sagrifcez 
on MW proviſions of Corn, Wine, - Oil--and-'Salt, and giving) him 
be Credit to take of bis Treaſuters in thoſe Parts to the 
no value of 2 (i) hundred Talents of Silver: Bglides Which, 
el Nhe gave to the Prieſts, Levites, Singers Porteh and 
of M(k) Nethinims, or Miniſters of the Houſe of God an In- 
ſs Micmpnity from · all Toll, Tribute ot Cuſtom ↄ impower- 
ey Ming Exra at che ſame Time to appoint Magiſtrates and 
ol Judges over the People, to do Juſtice among chem, and 
ad iaſtruct thoſe. that knew not the Law of Gd. 
bt i Exra having returned. Thanks to the Lord, who had 
of Mihus mercifully-inclinedthe-King's Heart to beautify and 
. dorn the: Temple, and given him favour in che RB of 
nd the King and his Princes, prepared to return to; Jeruſalem 
no with thoſe: that were left- at, Balylen, being in Number 
ty, None thouſand, four hundred arid ninety ſix Males; With 
of Mitheſe he took his Way by the River that runneth to . 
he va; where incamping three Days he cook an Agcountat 
ple the Peoples: and- findin no Levites - Or Nerhinims among 
nk chem, he ſent back Eliexer and ſome others, to Hdd, 
ho was chief of the Nethinims at Cafiphia, requiring 
bim to ſend yitk them ſome ' Officers fit for the Yervice = 
o the Lord's: Houſe; upon which they: brought ſeveral 
Levites, and Two hundredand-ewenty Nethaims do the 
Camp. And now Exra conſidering the get Charge 
of Money and Plate they had with them, and what Dau- 
gers they might be expoſed to in their March, proclaim- 
ed a Faſt, to implore the divine Protection over them 
* their Subſtance. For tho he might for 3 
ad a Conyoy from the King, yet remembring he ba 
told the Kin —.— the (0 Hand of their Sed would be 
upon them, he declined it. Therefore having fate aud 
. 1 P; Fs 7 91 J epa ö 
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E. on this Occaſion, they ſet forward-; and Bzy 
ving delivered by Weight to twelve of the Prieſts, the 
Gold, Silver and Veſſels, which the King and his Counſel. 
lors and others had given him as an Offering to the Houp 
of the Lord, he injoined them to keep this (m) Tre 
ſure ſafe; till they came to Jeruſalem, and there to de 
liver it by Weight to the Chief of the Prieſts and Levite 
as they had received it of him:  '*/ 

As Exra had a prehended, they were in Dual i 
their March, for 2 were (u) Way-laid; but God wa 
with them and preſerv d Ak and after' a Journey of 
four Months' they arrived ſafe at Jeruſalem, where ha 

ving refreſhed themſelves three Days, they delivered the 
Treaſure by Weight in the Houſe of the Lord to thok 
Prieſts that were —— to receive it, and an Inver 
tory of the Number and Weight was taken. Then they 
offered a Burnt ; offering of twelve Bullocks for the twelve 
Tribes, Ninety fix Rams, ſeventy Lambs, and twelve 
He-Goats After which Ezra delivered the King's Com. 
miſſion to the Officers, who in obedience to it, Prnih 
the People with all Ting neceſſary for the Service of the 
Tem ple. ey! 

— aſter this ſome of the chief Makers cormpliingl 
to: Bx that the Prieſts, Levites, and People had not 
ſeparate themſelves from the Abominations of the at- 
cient (o) Natives; but had taken their Daughters for 
Wives to nne and Sons. This threw Exra into ſo 
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. WE} 5 Thi Treafore was and fifty thouſand: Pounds. Beſide 
2 — Jae Foe there rf r we 0 
were * and fifty Talent t rams, 
Wich at Three Hnndred two Veſſels of ae Co Copper, as valu- 
tre Pounds to the Talent, ble as Gold. 
| — 2 hundred forty three 8 May. laid. See Exr. 3.31. 3 
ſeten hundred and fifty Natiuet. . Theſe were the (4: 


* be Taler yo — 2 naanites, Hliteiter, Perixxites, = 
ed a hundre nts, W came fates, Ammonites, Mogbites, 
to Thirty feven' thouſand: and five 7. 415 ant 2nd Ammnrites ; er whom the 
.- — ws 27 — * Falte were expreſly 1 : 
as an hundred Talents, which, at manner o rſatio «1 
rhoufand* Hive . five hundred P Pounds 5 „ k Ip Py 4 25 714. | 
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12 hope in 
therefore make a Covenant with our God, to put 


* away all the ſtrange Wires and their Children, and do 


violent a Fit of Grief, that he tore off the Hair of his 
Head and Beard, and they that had any. Fear or Con- 
cern on them, aſſembled to him, and bemoaned the 
Tranſgreſſion of thoſe that had been Captives, and were 
lately drawn into theſe wicked Practices; and Ezra, ha- 
ving continued in a forrowful Poſture till the Time of 
Evening Sacrifice, then fell on his Knees, and ſpreading 
out his Hands to the Lord, made this hum ble (2) Con- 
ſeſſion and Prayer. Our Treſpaſs is ſo great, that J 
« am aſhamed to look up to thee, O Lord. We have 
been ſinners from the Beginning; for which thou didſt 
« deliver our Kings and Prieſts into the Hands of the 
« Heathen Kings. But thou haſt ſhewed us: Favour in 
« our Captivity, and inclined the Hearts of the Kings 
& of Perf to be merciful to us, and reſtore us to Jeru- 
4 ſalem. And now, what ſhall we ſay for our ingrateful 
«* Diſobedience in neglecting thy Commandments? Thou 
« haſt forbid us to defile our ſelves with the Abomina- 
« tions of the People of the Land; to ' marry their 
* Daughters, or partake of their Wealth; and yet we 
© have broke thy Commandment, and made Affinity 
4 with them, Thou mayelt juſtly be angry with us, 
© till thou haſt conſumed us: But thou, O Lord, art 
« righteous, for we remain, as appears this Day. Be- 
© hold, we are before thee in our Sins, by-reaſon of 
* which we can not juſtify our ſelves.” ' Ezra having 
ended this Confeſſion in a Shower of Tears; the Lord 
was pleaſed ſo to influence the Minds of the People, that 
they likewiſe wept ; which when Shecauiah, a Man of. 
Condition in 1ſrael obſerv'd, he in behalf of himſelf and 
the People, thus addreſſed himſelf to Ezra. “ We have 


„ ſinned in takin Strangers to our Wives : Yet conſider- 


* ing the Diſpoſition of the People to repent, there is 
ſael, that God will be merciful.” Let us 


* thou ſee that it be done according to the Law. Ac- 
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cordingly Exxa cauſed Proclamation to be made through. 
out all Judah and Jeruſalem, that they ſhould meet at 
Jeruſalem within three Days, upon Penalty of (q)Conh(. 
cation of all their Subſtance, and Excommunication. Ac. 
cording to the Summons they all met at Feruſalem, and 
ſtanding in the Streets, they trembled, partly: thro',Gyilt, 
and partly thro' Cold, for. it was a very wet Seaſon. Tben 
Ezra repeating the Occaſion of. their aſſembling; they 
romiſed to do as he would have them; Hut deſired 
Fim to conſider the great Number of thoſe that had 
tranſgreſſed in this Thing, the Inconvenieney of the wet 
Seaſon, and that it was not the Work of one Day 
Therefore they deſired, that their Rulers might anſwer 
for them; and that all they, who in the ſeveral) Cities 
had taken ſtrange Wives, ſhould come at appointed Times 
and with them the Elders of every City, to certify that 
theſe were all that were guilty in that Place And ſo 
proceed till the Lord was appeaſed. This Was appro- 
ved, andi certain chief Men of aol were deputed to in- 
ſpect the Matten till it was over: After Which chey took 
a Liſt of all:that had taken ſtrange Wives, and they ob- 
liged them to give their (7) Hands, that they would put 
them away. Which being done, they offered a Treſ- 
eee as the Law required, and ſo the Mattet 
enacted. 7 7, ul 9943 10 d 918:9'N © bi 
- Zerobabel the Governour being now dead, and the 
the Adminiſtration of Civil as well as Eccleſiaſtick Af- 
fairs goingJthro' Ezra's Hands, God was pleaſed to re- 
lieve him, by joining another in Commiſſion with him, 
Which was (3) Nehemiab, a Captive Jeu, and Favourite 
of the King of Perfia.. It happened one Day, that Ne- 
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(4) Confilcation.” See Ear. 10. 3. be was a Companion, part of the 
{ 5 Hrnd. This was a certa Ce- Time with Dia; and fs Sperl 
remem of giving Security, for the of Exzs in the third Perſon, as he 
Confirmation of any enant; as does, ch. 7. v. 65. and 7h. 8. v. 9. 
in Ezek. 1. 18. N and of himſelf in the firſt Perſon, 
_(*). Nehemiah. Some will needs ch. 1. v. 1. ſhews he | 
have this Nehemiah to be the fame om Ezra. 
with Ezrs; which can not be; for 23222 222 
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eniiah (ivr ſome en of Judah, who had been ar 
mſalem, and were" come back again to Chaldea:=" 
asked them of the Welfare of their Brethren that were 
in ſeruſalem; who tod him, that they were in grent 
ion and under great Reproach from their (t) Ene- 
mies, to Whoſe Inſults they were daily expoſed, beeaule 
the Walls of the City remained in their ruinous Coat 
tion, and the Gates which had been burnt, when Nebu- 
chaduez2.ar took it, lay juſt as they were. This meats + 
choly Account drew Tears from Nehemiah's Eyes; and 
preparing himſelf by Mourning and Faſting, he addreſſed 
himſelf to God in Prayer, in behalf of his diſtreſſed Bre- 
thren'at Jeruſalem e Acknowledging their Faults, 
cating God's Judgments, and beggipg a favourable Au- 
dience of the King, to whom he —— that Day to ap- 
ply. Nuhemiab's long Courſe of Mourning and pungent 
0 Sorrow for the ſad: State of his Countrymen, had made 
- ſuch an Alteration in his Face; — it came to hig 
„urn to give the King the (w) Cup, the King cook No- 
K tice of it, and asked the Cauſe. At firſt Nehemiah was 
. ſtruck with fear; but conſidering the "King Favour to 
It him, he makes uſe of the Opportunity; and Yiſcovers 
(- the true Cauſe of his Grief ; telling him, his 2 
. could tot be otherwiſe than ſad, whilſt the City and 
Place bf his Fathers Sepulchres lay waſt, and the Gates 
e of it had been conſumed with Fire. The King 
f. mildly asked him, whar he requeſted of him? Neben. 
. reply d; & That thou: — ſend me to Jeruſalemt ide 
„ City of my Fathers Sepulchres, that I; may build"? 
e im no e n his Requeſt hut Nr was anſivered; 
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5 © Snjndin eres the lese rivity did gye leave” to re. Fuld he 

ritaues or other Enemies of the * Templsj! yet he did not allow the 
But chiefly the Samaritanes, fame tor the-Ciry z and probably for 
poſed their rebuilding be Len, this Reuſon, becauſe they y woe very 
es they 1600 tyſed-ro join, with them, ſubject toreyolr, and therefore 


. 9 
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(v) Walls. It is ver thar be truſted with, Fo i 
the Walls of Bc bp bee *.. See Neben. 2. 1. 
Wel . eraſe demoli liſhing- of wh 2 he mum ha been | 


them by the Chaldeans, and tho“ Cup-bearer, or in ſome Office near 
cf” at the Diſſolution of the Cap- the King's Perſon. | 


for the „ unwillivg to part with him for altogether, 
demar how, long Time it would require to go and 
return, Nehemiah ſet the Time; and the King diſmiſſed 
him, with Letters to the Governours of his Provinces to 
ſee him paſs ſafely thro” their Diſtricts; and to the Keep. 
er of his Forreſts to furniſh him with what Timber he 
ſhould require, not only for the Gates and Beams of the 
Wall, but for a Houſe for himſelf to dwell in, as Preſi- 
dent of the Work, ſo long as he ſhould have Occaſion 
to ſtay there. | ore rg nou 
, Nehemiah ſet out well attended, the King having or- 
dered a Party of Horſe commanded by ſeveral Officers to 
uard him. When he came to Jeruſalem, the People 
Howe with what Equipage he came, received him with 
great reſpect, only Sanballat an Officer of the Moabites, 
and Tobiab, a Man of Note among the Ammonites, two 
Enemies of the Jews, hearing that he came upon ſome 
good Account to the Iſraelites, received him with In- 
difference. However, Nehemiah took no Notice of them, 
but having refreſned himſelf three Days, went out pri- 
_ vately by Night to view the Dilapidations of the Place, 
which he found every where in'a ruinous Condition. Ha- 
ving by this ſatisfied himſelf what was neceſſary to be 
done, he ſummoned the Jews together, put them in 
Mind of the deſolate Condition they were in, and exhorted 
them to aſſiſt in repairing the Breaches, that they might 
be.no more expoſed to their Enemies. And to incourage 
them, he informed them how: gracious God had been to 
them in giving him Inſtructions in this Affair, and how 
favourable the King had been to him in it. Then rela- 
ting to them for their Confirmation, what had paſſed 
tween the King and him concerning the Work, he 
ſhewed them the King's Commiſſion. This ſo revived the 
poor Fews, that they joyfully and unanimouſly cried out, 
Let us riſe and build. © eee 
, Sanballat and Tobi ab had not yet any Notice of Ne- 
hemiah's Commiſſion; and ſeeing the People begin to 
clear the Ground, in order to rebuild the Walls they in 
ridicule asked them what they meant, and whether they 
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had « Mind to turn Rebels? Nehemiah gravely: replied, 
He had ſufficient Authority for what he did; adding, 
That the God of Heaven would proſper them, and they 
would perſiſt. But for you, ſaid he, you have nothing 
* to do with us, for you have no Right, Portion or Mo- 
« nument in Jeruſalem, that you lor your Anceſtors. did 
* ever belong to us Upon this theſe Enemies of the 
Jeu! were forced to deſiſt, tho much againſt their Will, 
r they durſt not reſiſt the King's Authority; and the 
People went on heartily with the Building. Eliaſbsb, at 
the Head of the Prieſts ſet them a good Example, for 
they undertook the Building of the (x) Shaep-Gats, 
which was neareſt to the Temple, and which they ſoon 
finiſhed and dedicated. In imitation of them, the reſt: of 
the People (y) divided the Work amongſt them; ſome 
Parts were undertaken by private Families, ſome by Corr 
porations; ſome by Companies or Trades; and ſome were 
ſo zealous, that when they had finiſhed one Piece, they 
undertook another; | ſo that the whole Work went on 
ſpeedily and ſucceſsfully. | : h&:21969 
The Fews going on ſo chearfully-in this Work, b 
to be formidable to their troubleſome: Neighbours, bu 
none reſented it ſo much as Sanballat and Tobiah, who 
indeavoured to diſturb them, by incenſing the Samarir 


tans againſt them; in whoſe hearing he ſaid, “ What do 


© theſe feeble Jews mean? Will they fortify themlelyes? 
« Will they Sacrifice? Will they finiſh in a Day? Will 
© they reduce theſe Heaps of Rubbiſh to a regular 
© Building?” And to back him in a ſcornſul drolling 
Way, faid, A Fox will demoliſh this Wall with her 
* Foot.” Theſe Reproaches ſerved but to inflame Ne- 
hemiah's Zeal, who called for Vengeance on them chat 
oppoſed the Work; and till incouraging the People to 
go on, in a ſhort Time the Wall was joined in all Par 
and raiſed to half its Height. This rouz'd ae, 7271 
Saus H99704% See | $43 F919 ona 
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7 becauſe 
| were broug vb 
0 Divided. See Nehem, 2. 


Tobiah indeed; who 2 pprehending themſelves. in Danger 


from the growing Greatneſs of the Jeus, reſolve to pat 


a Stop to their further Progreſs in Building In Order 
to whieh they ingagell in a cloſe Confederacy with the 
Arabian, Ammozizes! and - Aſhdodims,: which they, kept 
ſecret, intending to ſurpriſe the. Jews, demobiſn their 
Works, and put chem all to the Sword. This Conſpira- 
| cy Was not long a Secret; for the neighbouring Jews 
having. Notice of this Deſign form'd againſt their Bre- 
thren, informed them of the Danger they were in, and 
adviſed them to be upon their Guard; for the Enemy 
did not intend to attack them openly, hut to fur prick 
chem. Nehemiah upon this Notice firſt addreſſed itn: 
felf in Prayer to: God for Help, and then, ſending out 
Scouts to obſerve: the Motions, and diſcover tbe Ap- 
 pi6athes of the Enemy, placed a Guard well armed with 

—— Spears and Bows, to defend and incourage tbe 
Workmen. After this Nehemiah: went often in Perſon 
zmonglſt them, and by Precept and his on Example in- 
coura 909 them to truſt in the Lord, who had: hitherta 
Wer ed them, putting them in Mind that they Sagan for 

r Wives, Brethren and Children. 

In this Poſture of Defence they: continued, till they 
ongerſtood, that Fanliallat and his Party, finding their 
Deſign diſcovered, and the Jeus prepared to receive 
them, had laid aſide their Expedition. Upon which. the 

ews returned toutheir | Work, but with ſuch Caution; 
that, to prevent any Surprize, they wrought with their 
Weapons by them, and the Overſeers. of /the Works ſtgod 
by them with their Swords by their-Sifes. And becauſe, 
by reaſon of the Length of the Wall the Workmen were 
obliged to be at ſome Diſtance one from another; Nehe- 
mich had ordered à Trumpet always; to attend him, gie 
ving Inftructions to the People, that whereſoever they 
Peg hear the Sound- af the Trumpet, they ſhould rer 
Pair thither to relieve them that were ingaged, afluring 


them for-their Comfort, That their God would Lfor 
Far And to let them ſee, that himſelf would 90 


rt in this Work, Nehemiab and RO POE BT oor 
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pan their Clothes, except to ſhift - themſelves for 
Wa An eie ots 160) H go 1 „ed? 
But whilſt they were all thus bufily imployed in Build- 
ing; a Sort of Mutiny broke out among the Common 
people, which might have been of fatal Conſequence, if 
it had not been timely compoſed. The poorer Sort of 
Peaple being continually ingaged in the publick Build» 
ings, bad not Lime to, cultivate and improve their oven 
Eſtates, by which Means they were reduced to great 
Straights; and Proviſions grew very ſcarce and dear; and 
the Rich, who by the (2 Law ought. to/ have ſupported 
and cheriſhed them, oppreſſed them with unzeafonable 
Uſury- This the poor Jews had long indured; haying 
in this Time taken up Corn upon Credit, and not being 
able to pay, were forced to mortgage their Lands, Vines 
yards, Oliveyards and - Houſes, to buy Proviſions; and 
were ſo hard preſſed, that they had heen. forced to take 
up Money upon their Lands to pay the King's (2) Tri- 
bute. But that which went neareſt to them was, they 
had by the unlawful Exactions of their Brethren been 
compelled to ſubject their dear Children to Bondage, and 
were not able to ranſome them, becauſe the 
had their Lands. v.25 bi LE bed 
Nebemiah was very much troubled, to hear this Qom- 
plaint, but much more for the Cauſe of it; and to put an 
End to” thefe unnatural and unjuſtifiable Practices, he 
ſummond the People of all denen ee Condition $0 
eneral Aſſembly; where he ſeverely chid the richer 
ort for oppreſſing their poor Brethren, and reproaching 
them by his own Example he thus addreſs d himſelf to 
them. According to our Ability, we have redeem d 
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our Brethren the Jews, which were ſold to the Hea: 
« then; and will you ſell your Brethren, or ſhall they be 
«fold to us? This" . ſo home a Truth upon "the 
oppreſſing Fews, that they could make no Reply: And 
Nebemiah, taking the Advantage of their Confafon! told 
them they did ill in theſe Things, and made themſelves x 
Scandal to the Heathen their Enemies, adviſing them to 
deſiſt from theſe baſe Practices of Uſury, and reſtore to 
their oppreſs' d Brethren their Lands, Vineyards, Olive- 
ds and Houſes, and the hundredth part of the Money, 
Dorn, Oil and Wine, which they had exacted from them, 
The Accuſation being true, and all, that Nehemiah had 
urg d, Matter of Fact, they promis d to reſtore them, and 
require nothing more of them; bur to ſtand to what 
Nehemiah ſhould decree. Then Nehemiah; to hold them 
to their Promiſe, made them ſwear to obſerve it; and to 
771 5 them to a ſtrict Performance of their Oath, he 
(5) ſhook the middle part of his Veſt, by way of Impre- 
cation, and ſaid; & So God ſhake out every Man from 
* his Houſe and from his Service, that performeth not 
« this Promiſe ; even thus let him be ſhaken out, and be 
© made (c) empty. To this they all agreed, and praiſed 
God, and did a to their Promiſe. And to inforce 
his Admonitions and good Precepts the more, he did not, 
after the Example of the former Governours, his Prede- 
ceſſors, exact the daily Revenue of (d) forty Shekels of 
Slver, and the conſtant Furniture of his Table with Pro- 
tr viſions; 
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42 Shook. It was cuſtomary with Abundance to the Support of the 
rophets, ne Tan, Cc. Poor: But God by ſome hidden, or 
not only to addreſs themſelves ro the unforeſeen Puniſhment or Accident, 
People in Words, bur in Si 5 — _ ſhake out their Wealth, tho 
hore ow. 5.13. Tbe 8 akin inſt their Will, to the Relief of 
an Embl blem, chat t - Needy. 
. lated | this Oath, ſhould be (+) Empry. That is, ſhall be de- 
ſhaken off from che Protection of prived Wm the Fruit and Product 
God, as he ſhook his Lap, by which of his Labour and Income, as a Gat- 
Action nothing could remain there. 
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ment, when it is ſhaken, has nothing 
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viſions; but remitted them, and all other Advantäges, 


which might be burdenſome and chargeable to the 


people: And during the whole Time of his Government, | 


which was twelve Years, he was ſo far from purchaſin 
any Land, or reaping any Benefit at the Expence' of the 
People, that he not-only refuſed the Allowance which 
was due to him, as Governour, from the People, but at 
his own Charge kept open Houſe, entertaining daily at 


his Table a hundred and fifty of the, Jews and their Ru- 


lers, beſides Strangers; for which he conſtantly allowed 
one Ox, fix fat Sheep, beſides Fowl in proportion, and 
every tenth Day Wine of all forts. This generous Treats 
ment of Nehemiah. ſo took with the Jews, that they 
went on chearfully with the Work, and tiniſh'd the Wall 
only the Gates were not hung. The ſucceſsful Manage- 
ment of Nehemiah in carrying on, and finiſhing this mighty 
Wall, ſet the reſtleſs Minds of Sanballat, Tobiab and 
Geſhem at work ; who, e that ſo long as he liv'd, 
the Jews would be too powerful for their Neighbours; 
reſolve hy ſome Stratagem or other to take him off, which 
they knew by open Force they were not able to do. In- 
tending therefore by an outward ſhew of Civility to bes 
tray him, they ſent to invite him to a Conference in 
one of the Villages in the Plain of Oo, a Place belonging 
to the Tribe of Benjamin, deſigning when they had him 
there to do him a Miſchief, But whether Nehemiah 
ſuſpected their Malice in this, or not, it is certain he ex- 
cuſed himſelf upon the account of the great Work he 
had in hand, which muſt ſtop if he ſhould be abſent; 
and therefore he ſent word he was not at leiſure. This 
Meſſage they four times repeated, and he as often return'd 
them the ſame Anſwer ; but at laſt Sanballat, perceiving 


that Nehemiah was tog cautious to be inſnared by a ge- 


neral Invitation, reſolves to try him by a more perſonal 
Expedient, that ſhould immediately concern him, and on 
pretence of clearing himſelf from an Accuſation, of no 
leſs than Treaſon, oblige him to come to him. Therefore 
the fifth time he ſent his Servant with a Letter in his 
Hand, but open, to this purpole. © It is reported — 


ern 
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the Heathen, and Ge/bem affirms it, That Thou and 
che Jews intend to rebel; for which, Cauſe Thou hal 
« built this Wall, that Thou mayſt be their King. And 
e Thou haſt, alſo appointed Prophets to preach of Thee 
© ;at;, Jeruſalem; and to ſay, There is a King in Juda 
« Theſe Things, Thou mayſt expect, will come to the 
« King's Ear: Wherefore come now, and let us conſul 
e what is fit to be done. Nehemiah knowing his own 
Innocence eaſily ſaw through this ſhallow Contrivance, and 
being reſolv d to make an end of tha Work he had fo ſuc: 
ceſsfully begun and carried on, return'd this ſhort and 
contemptuous Anſwer to the perfidious Sanballat: © There 
« are no ſuch Things done, as thou ſayeſt, but they are the 
& Inventions of thy own Heart. | | 
_. Sanballat and his Friends are reſolv'd to try ſome other 
way to betray the good Nehemiah; and therefore bribi 
to their Intereſt Shemajah, the Son of Delajab the Pri 
who was a Friend of Nehemiah, they queſtion'd not to 
ſucceed at laſt. To his Houle Shemajah repair'd after he 
had given Sanballat his laſt Anſwer ; but found him ſhut 
up, under pretence of a Vow, as he ſaid, for the Safety 
of Nehemiah ; and pretending to propheſy that his Ene- 
mies would make an Attempt to murder him that Night, 
he would have perſuaded Nehemiah to go in with him in- 
to the inner Part of the Temple, and (e) ſecure them- 
ſelves by ſhutting the Doors. Nehemiah did not at fit 
apprehend falſe Shemajah's () Deſign; however, from 
Senſe of Religion and Honour he declared he would not 
quit his Station, telling Shemajah. with Diſdain, It did 
not become a Man in his Poſt to take Refuge After this 
Nehemiah diſcover d the whole Plot, and that My 
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(e) Secure. The Temple was much him within the Temple, and with 
ger than the City, becauſc as the Help: of ether Cooſpirators de- 
yes the Gates were nor hung. liver him up to the Enemy Or 
( Defign. Shemajah might do that by his thus hiding himſclf be 
this to render Nehemiah eontempti- might incobrage the Enemy, 
to his Friends, 17 he; had thro* diſcourage the Fews, who by thes 
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might have 2 Debga to ſeize Nehe- niſ lee. 
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Theſe Things added to his Care, but not his Fear; 
and therefore to prevent” any Treachery from his Ene- 
mies within or without the City, he gave the Charge of 
the Gates to his Brother Hanani, and to Hananiah 
ſhal of the Palace, two Men in whom he knew he could 
confide, commanding them not to ſuffer the Gates to be 
opened till ſome Time after Sun-Riſmg.; to ſee them ſaſe- 
ly batr'd at Night; and to ſet the Watch, which ſhould 
conſiſt of ſettled Houſe-Keepers, that were diligent Men 
Aſter this, he having found a Regiſter of the Families of 
thoſe who eame from Babylon firſt, aſſembled the Nobi- 
lity, Rulers and People to make a (þ) Muſter of them 
by their Genealogies. By this Regiſter ſome were at 3 

reat Loſs, not knowing their Father's Pedegree ; And 

ome of the Prieſts were at a Loſs to prove their Gene 
logy by this Regiſter, but could nor find it ; and there- 
fore were put by their Office as polluted; Nehemiah not 
permitting them to eat of the Holy Things, till there 
thoukd appear 2 Prieſt, who by divine Inſpiration ſhould 
determine, whether they were of the Prieſtly Race or not. 
And now conſidering, that the City was large, and the 
Inhabitants but few; it was agreed, that part of the 
People, which did not. dwell at Jeruſalem, ſhould by 
Lot chooſe one out of (i) Ten, to come and live at Fe 
ruſalem-to-be an additional Strength to the Place. Thi 
was look'd upon as ſo tender a Mark of Affection to the 
publick Good, that they of Jeruſalem thanked theſs 
Men, chat had thus readily offered themſelves to dwel 
with them. L. 2 9 5 ST ; 


The Affair of Genealogies thus ſettled, the (&) Gover- >, 
nour and People made their Free-will-Offerings for the WW 1 
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Y Mufter. There is ſome Diver- was made at Jermfalem, after they 
fity in the Account of Families given. were arrived there ʒ and Alterations 
by Era 2. and Nehemiah 7, The might happen in their Families in ſo 
d of which Difference is by long a Journey. 

fome ſu d ta be, chat the Regi- (i) Ten. See Nabem. 11, 1. 
ſter or Catalogue in Ezra was made (i) Governowr. He is called in 


at len, betore ſer forward: Bl . 70. and alſo in Exrs, N. 
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Work of the Lord. The Gvvernour gave to che Trea- 
fury a hound Drams of Gold, fifty Baſons, and Five 
bes 1 7 chirty Prieſts Veſiments. Some of the Ex- 
2 Neo h the the fame Twenty thouſand Dratns uf Gold, 
thouſand two handred Pieces of Silver, andthe 
10 of the Feb People gave Twenty thouſand Drachb bf Gold, 
ind Two uf Pieces of Silver, and Sixty ſeven Prieſts 
Veltments. . 
The Affairs of the Jews being att © {his bappy 
Condition of Peace and Order, Foun the learned” 
Scribe tid Prieſt, at the Requeſt of the People pro — 
the Book of the Law, which the Lord b 222 had 
commanded the Childreti of , Iſrael to obſerve; and 
ding in the Street. before the Warer-gate upon an 
inence, that hs might be en and heard by, the Pev- 
pe, he opened the Book in Sight of them all; at which 
ey ſtood up: And he having given thanks to tlie Lord, 
Fol all lifted up their Hands, and cried Amen, Amen, 
ind 'bowirig their Heads, they worthipped the Lord with 
moſt profaund Reverence. The Cothcany being divided 
into ſeveral Parts, Ezra with thirteen more read and ex- 
pounded, the Law. to them, WAA they heard with ſuch 
Attention and Devotion, that be ſenſible how they 
had tranſcrefſed, they mourn * and wept. But Exra 
and his Affiſtants ſr! Sap them, telling "heh, that was 
tot 2 Time for them to mourn and weep, becauſe it was 
a (1) Day Holy to the Lord God; but bid them be . 
ful, and eat aid drink of the 'beſt, and ſend Part of 
their Proviſions to the Poor, for whom othing; was p i 
vided. The People readily obeyed and wert thetr Way, 
The next Day the chief of the Fathers of all che Aly 
aſſembled again to be further inſtructed in the Law; and 
FR ſearch it Was (m) 1 That the Children of . 
2 Re rael 
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nipotence of God in creating 'an | preſervin all Things E 
and enumerating his gracions ſercies to their Fathers 5 
from. the Time, of the Covenant made. with Abraham, 

they fee liſed all the grand Inſtances of his Providence, i # 
in delivering them from their Enemies and Perſecutors; fi 
and eploring their Fathers d their own 'Diſobedience h 
and Rebellion, they 175995 1d 4 5, were deſervedly liabe b 
to His Joe, Finally b „mad e A "Covenant with the h 
Lord, that they WY his Law, which, was il t 
ven 5 es. And to ies hem ig the more ina I | 
Periormance of this Coye t 
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686 with Refreſhments o f Bread and Water. when they 


< came out of Egypt, * hired Balaam againſt them, 5 
te curſe them; het od 8 the Curſe into a Rlelrg 
The, Far Feople no ſooner heard this Part of the Law, but 
their Readineſs to refc they ſe 

Mutricuds. This gave Nehemiah in Cafy Opp 
pens rid of Teh:ah,, who was an Ammonite 5 For 


8 Hank. poſitive, aud Le People, by his rudent Go 


duct, well inclin d to. obey. it, he threw Tohiah' 
ot of the ſacred 6 Chamber, cauſed it to be q Foot 
ght 0 be Velle ls pl the Temple, with the O 
rod e ©, into it again. And finding that in 
A he Levites Allowance hag been! withdrawn, 
and col — wer Hoes to quit , their miniſterial der. 
vice, and betake theme Country for, 9 
nance ;. Ne 2 h the Rylers eo 
e Service of the. H 
ing ck the Levites to their 
arg the © to bring in the Tythes of C 
and Oil into the Treaſury, and ee ee 5 
Deputies to receive and diſtribute them; 
The next Grievances the. pious Gopernour, had to le 
dreſs Was the Profanatign. of the Sabbath; o ; which Day 
the "W had, during 8 bar i 
ue, Works, treading their Wine-pr an 7 bring 
80 their Corn, Wiew l 908 * * 0 bring s 
7 ire Jeruſalem 5 ſſes, as on common Days: 
And they not 523 did but ſuffer d Strangers, the 
Thrians, to br Fiſh and, ag 2 of Wares, and ſell 
7. Againſt theſe irrelir 
ys and . Nee ©. Nei warmly. proteſted, 
ying;. © What an evil hing 47 225 bar you do in ro- 
% faning the Sabbath Pay ? Did our 9 5 do 
2 thus; ang did not our God brip all is Eyjl,ppon ug 
25 and upon this City f r ſuch Things 7. Vet yop hoy 
more ,Wrath upon. J ah by Ea — the Sabbath. 
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towards the Evening before the Sabbath the City Gat 
ſhould be ſhat, and not oper d till the Sabbath was over; 
and that this Order might be duly obſerv'd,” he appointed 
ſome of his own Servants to guard the Gates, and ſuffer 
no Burden to be brought in on the Sabbath Day. The 
Chapmen and Merchants, who came as uſually over Night 


with their Goods, were furprized to find the Gates That 


againſt chem; and being thus diſappointed were forced 
ro take up their Lodging without the Walls of Jeruſalem. 
This they did once or twice, though Nehemiah reprov'd 
them for ir; wherefore he at laſt told them, if they offer d 
to do ſo again, he would ſeize them. Upon which they 
deſiſted: But ſuſpecting they might by ſome. Connivance 
or other attempt it again, he commanded the Levites. to 
—— . — 
and it, that th ath Day might be kept holy. 
Thus with great Care and Difficulty this good "> ue 
more eſtablif'd the Worſhip of the Lord in Jeruſalem, 


Nehemiah, as has been ſaid, did upon his Return from 


— to Jeruſalem, to convince the Jews of their 
Tran 
before the People, which expreſly declared agaluſt Con- 
verſat ion with pray cw.” Moabites; and the peo- 
ple accordingly did ſeparate from the mix'd Multitude. 
at the Caſe of mix d Marriages with the Heathen had 
taken ſuch deep Root, that Nehemiah found it «difficult 
Matter to eradicate it: For which Cauſe he in nothing ex- 
preſſed a warmer Zeal than 2 thoſe mixed Marriages 
which were made between t 
and which he well knew had in former Ages betrayed 
the Iſraelites to Idolatry and other Abominations; the 
fatal Conſequence of which he was at this Time more 
active to prevent. Finding therefore that they had not 
ſo throughly reform'd as they prong, and that there 
were among them ſome Jews that had married Wides of 


Aſhdod, Ammon, and Moab, whoſe Children he obſerved 
pake half Abdodite and half Jemiſb, but neither . 


„he debated with them the Unreaſonableneſs of thi 


mixed Marriage, and the viſible Conſequence. in the bro- 
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for all their Sins, particularly for marrying 
then, and mocking God with their vain ſhews und: 


of Garters, A 
— 


bald wer be derne wien, 3 1-=" 1 2 


* 
5 . Fn » * 


6 Malachi. He ws of ts 
902 Prophets which bee up 
for the Thorben of the Jews, after 
n my. He was the. laft of 
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juſtice; ſor which he ſeverely them. Aſter 
this he gives a Hint of God's * the Gentiles ; pi, 


miſing the Coming of the Meſſenger of the Covenant, 


— they all delired. “ Then, fays (v) be, ſhall the 
Offerings of Judah and Jeruſalem be acceptable unto 
4 the Log, as in old Times,” And for the Comfort of 
the Good and Pious, who had perſeyered in their 
and ſtedfaltly believed God's Word ; be declared, tha 
God would not forget his Promiſe to their Fathers, but 
would in his own good Time fullfil it; aſſuring them, 
that when that Day ſhould come, the Proud, and all that 
bad done wickedly, ſhould be utterly extirpated: But 
thoſe, that had feared the Lord, ſhould injoy Proſperity 
and all manner of Plenty: Then promiſing them Victor), 
in thoſe Days over their Enemies, whom they ſhould 
trample as Duſt under their Feet, he bids them wen 
the Law of Moſes. the Servant of the Lord, which be 
gave him in Mount Horeb. And at laſt as a Forerunner 
of the Completion of all that he had promis'd concernin 
the Coming of the Meſiah, he tells them the Lord — 
fend (w) Elias the Prophet before the great and terrible 
is the happy Effe& of which ſhould be, the (x) tum 
g the Hearts of the Fathers to thei —— and _ 
en to their Fathers, 
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Doctrine of the Jews, neither 7.0) literall forerolf, (See 
Prince nor People, bur 7eproving :) according go the to the Text 2 in 
both with equal Zeal and Fervour. fdes, this was very 
7 Turning. That is, ſhould re- zul adapred ro the Charadter of 
le thoſe that were at Variance ; the Meſſiah, who is by L-- Prophet 
— — — all in Unagimity and Con- Iſaiah called the Prince of . 
cord. For from the Time of the anſwerablę to that Character, at 
Maccabeer to the Coming of Chriſt — the Naa 9 a o 
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ment was; but they remained ſubject to the Dominion ; 


an unhappy Accident fell out, which put the 


no more to approach the Altar. 
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to govern D dnfelves according to their own 
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Towards the End of the Reign of Darius Codomanni, 
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fatal to them. For Manaſſes Brother of 


'Jaddus the High Prieſt, and Collegue with him, having 


married Nicaſo the Dau ghar of Sanballat, the old En- 
my of the Jews, the Elders of Jeruſalem wiſely fore- 
ſeeing the fatal Conſequence of ſuch Marri as know- 
ing them to have been in a great Meaſure the Cauſe of 
their late Captivity, and other Judgments ſent amongſt 


them, demand of Manaſſes, either to diſmiſs his Wik,'s or 
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In this Act his Brother Jaddus concurr'd, and foreed 
im · to deſiſt ſrom the Offer: 'of Fontif. Upon wich 
fec repair'd td his Father in-Law SanbalLt, 0 
whom he declared, that though he paſſionately loved his 
8 r, yet he was unwilling for her Sake to be de- 
7 de bh Prone d, wandere Hondu, 
n t | gem the eus. ball, 
G ee Keen e tele bnd Na ite gnly Pd dent 
— in the Prieſthood, but he would re — 
ficate for him, and make him Prince Made wh 
vince - on rovided he — continue his ak 


gba ; © hag w ich Time many 
e Who had ſingaged in theſe 
Mexriaggs, 1 to Mayaſſe, 
chem wich Hues and to ia 
den ambitious 1 Which, ya 
Ke 23 hg 1 Nifor . 10 the, Jer 
Sb Wal 10 „ l 
LIE: 771 N Aiexapder, the 
0p14us had p the Helleſpont,; in order to W 
Breaking into hay nd hag defeated bis Army. at the 
IVE. aue 2 4 at W. e of Cilicia » 
0 urth rogre nballat, over- jo ed at the 
Att of —. 359 his Son- in-Law of the Per- 
_—_ of his Promiſe as ſoon as Darius return'd from 
e Victory. But the Event diſappointed their Hopes; 
for the victorious Macedonian, though infinitely-inferior 


| in TORN routs Darius's Army, takes his Mother, Wife, 


dr en Priſoners, and forces him to fly back into 
| upon this marched directly into Syria, 
took Dane atid Sidon, and laid Siege to Tyre. Then 
Letters to. Jaddus the High-Prieſt, he demanded 


for Bis Army, and the fame Allegiance and 
Refpect paid ä Jaddus return d alwer, oy 
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won of the-Hohr ale 


be had ſworn not to rake Arms 
he would keep his Oath inviolable * 
Alexander inraged at this 42 8 8 "he Tontif 
that he would don be with, him, and. make him know | 
to whom his Allegiance he due; -1 bat dan Aae the I 
vie 0 With all Ln Diligence. cat 
n the' mean Time, Sandal taki "this Op 
revolts from Darius, and with e 
own Province goes over to Alexander, Whom be ben 
in his Camp before Tyre, carrying on the Siege very 
riouſly. Sanballar without Scruple acknowledges. Mega 
der for his Sovereign, and js ki received by him. 
early pros and; favourable tion of 1 
aye him ortunity and Incaur; ement to Lat 
e pleaſed 1 cn, Wee taking à fit 135 5 0 
be told him that Manaſſes his Son- in- Law was Bro 
to Jalldss che High-hrieſts that baving. in Diſcontefit felt 
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who Were of his Party, . 2 "Mad to bulld x 


? 4 
. that 


ee? 


ple in his n ay, of Advice Vs | 
Alexanger i be of £9: 125 for by © 
Means he > di vide the ena "IP 


N auder approved of 
be Sate built a Te 
as Mauaſſes Prieſt of 


What he Fa an 1250 naty 
| oe Trl 5 


which Tupy oled to ies ves 


itz 
he Da e a5 olterity., F 1 
. ic" 


he After ſeyen Mon the” 555 in the the Siege of ahi! x fl 
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Mm the Head of bis vic VI ictofions Troops, baſtens to In | 
5; to take. R Revenge for their - late Neglect of his 1. 
or Friendlhip. F Jada, knowing the City Sad to 
e, any. Atrempt of their! aa ej, at nemy, commentet 
to babe dee to. theProte 5A of God, to whom he 
a fered Turns bg? Sacrifice. The Night before Alexa 
en approached the City Y% ddys had a Viſion, in whi 


Was incouraged to go out and meet the Conqueror K 
d A urance of Security. Upon this he aſſembled the Priell 
n and People, whom : 1 if acquainted with. the Vilon ; 
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according to the Direction of the Viſion the Prieſts pk 
en their Habits, and the People clothed themſelves iu 
White, and with Jaddus at the Head of them they 
marched out to meet the Conqueror. Alexander wd 
amazed at this unuſual and venerable Pomp ; but that 
which moſt ſurprized him was to ſee the High-Prigh 
clothed in the ſame Manner as he had ſeen one in ; 
Dream whilſt he was in Macedon, who aſſured him that 
he ſhould conquer Perfia. Upon which Alexander, pro- 
| ſtrating himſelf before Jaddus, worſhipped the Name of 
God, which was written on the Plate that was on the 
Forehead of that High-Prieſt, and received him very gra- 
ciouſly. After this they went into the City, and pin 
ander by the Advice of Faddus offered Sacrifice in the 
Temple, where they ſhewed him the Prophecy of Daniel, 
which foretold that a Grecian ſhould ſubdue the Perſians; 
upon which he was ſo joyful, that he promiſed the Jews 
he would grant them whatſoever they deſired: Fadds; 
then asked that they might live accordifig to their own 
Laws, and that he would remit the Tribute of the {e- 
ventk Year. Theſe he readily granted, and gave Leave 

likewiſe, at their Requeſt, to the Jeu that lived in Ba- 
Hen and Media to do the fame. After whieb feveri! 
Jews followed Alexander in his other Expeditions. _ 
Upon the Death of Alexander the Empire was divided 
among ſeveral Succeſſors, and Syria 3 Seleucui's 
Lot, the Jews ought of Courſe to have ſubject to 
him; but Ptolemy, the Son of Lagus, King of Egypt, 
having poſſeſſed himſelf of Syria by Stratagene, took Je- 
reſalem, entring it on the Sabbath, when che Inhabi- 
tants durſt not defend themſelves. Ne carried away ma- 
ny of the Jews into Egypt, Cyrene, and other Parts of 
Lybia. Many alſo went voluntarily ro Egypt, where 
Ptolemy entertain'd them in @ very friendly Mannet, mm. 


Ptolemy Philadelphus, the Son and Succeſſor of Ptolemy 
Lagus, cauſed the Law to be tranſlated into Greek by 
ſeventy two Interpreters, whom he ſent for from Jeru- 
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ſalem; and diſmiſſing feveral' of the 'taptive Jews, he 


ting many of them free of the City of Alexandria. 
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gave many rich Preſents to the Temple at Jeruſalem of 
an immenſe Value. Nor was Ptolemy Philadelphus the 
only Patron and Fayourer of the Jews; Seleucus Nicanov 
made them free of the City of e and other Cities 
of Hria. 7 

Antiochus the Great, * of: Alia, e War on 
Ptolemy Epi phanes, King of EN U e Syria Rong the 
Seat of the War, by which the Jews ſuffered very much; 
for the Fortune of War inclining ſometimes to one. Kings 
and. ſometimes to the other, Judea was miſerably 
ſed on both Sides; but at laſt Antiochus being victorious, 
the Jews ſubmitted to him, received; him with his Army 
into their City, and joined with him in the Recovery of 
the Cittadel of Jeruſalem, which was held by a Garriſon 
left there by Scopas, Ptolemy's General, Antiochus in re- 
turn gave them Liberty to live and govern according to 
their own Laws, and granted them ſeveral Privileges: 
But afterwards King Antiochus, concluding a Peace: wick 
Ptolemy, gave him his Daughter in Marriage, 
for her Dowry Cale ria, Phenicia, Jewry, and Samaria. 
To this King of Egypt (y) Onias. the High- Prieſt refuſed 
to pay Tribute; upon which King Ptolemy prepared to 
invade Judea: But by the prudent Management of 
2) Joſephus, Nephew to Onias, all Things are. Taconghs | 
led, and the Tribute-Money paid. | 

After the Death of Prolem | Epiphanes, Seleucus Philo: 
pater, King of Ala, at firſt favour'd the Jews, and ſup- 
plied them with all Things for the. Service of the Tem- 
ple and the Sacrifices at his own Expence; but ſome Time | 
after 2 by one ny of ther Tribe of Ber- | 
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chat there were great Treaſures. in the 
ſent (a) H:lidderus to take them away; who going jn- 
to the Temple wirh that Intent, as he was entring che {4 
cred Treaſuty, to bis great Amazement he was met by ff w. 
Angels of Fire, who ſeem'd to be on Horſeback, armed hi: 
to defend the Place againſt this ſacrilegious Atrempe. The th 
Icifidel- General was ſtruck down, loſt-his Speech ang 
Senſes and [did not recover till the High-Prieft Oui 
prayed. ſor him. Some Time afterwards Holiodorns' afpi 
ring to the Crown, murder d S4eucnr in Hopes of fuc- 
ceeding him; but: Eumenes and Autalur drove bim from 
thence, and ſet up (b):Antiocbus Eprphanes, Son to tw 
tiochat ths Great. This Prince was the . bo 4 
AMlliftions and Grievances to the rand bor 
Onias, and put his Brother Jaſon: bis es 8 — upon 
that Account had promiſed to pay Ausiochus three thou 
ſand ſ hundred Talents of Silver yearly: - had no 
ſpencer uſurp d the Pontifical Chair but be alier'd the For 
2 and the Cuſtoms of the Jouw;, 
which. © general Corruption in the 
and TAS which God raiſed them 2 Sue 
ant of che Cauſe of their Offence; for they needed not 
* worſe. Enemy than Autiochur de kau they, who 
againſt tham with the utmoſt Barbatity.. 
After Antiochus had been in Egyps he Ae ee 
x . in great Pomp by 
Sh ſome Time alter this one 2 


who ceupon-withdrew Kato oy Commer of 

aanites, waiting a Turn of Fortune in his Favour: 
Menelaus did not long i injoy his ill-gort 
for falling in his Payment he ur 
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to recover it; and leſt Onias, the depoſed Pontiff, who 
was withdrawn to Daphne, ſhould oppoſe him in his De- 
ſign, he procured him to be murdered by Audronicus, who 
was ſoon over-taken by Juſtice; for Autiochus firſt, order d 
him to be diveſted of the Purple, and then to be. led 
through the City to the Place where he had murdered 
Onias, and there to be put to Death; and the People of 
Jeruſalem mutinying againſt Lyimachus, flew him. Mee 
nelaus, who was the Contriver of all theſe Miſchiefs, 
found Means to clear himſelf to Antiochus, and get his 
Accuſers condemn'd. In which Time Jaſon hearing that 
Antiochus was preparing to invade Egypt, takes the Op- 

rtunity of his Abſence, and with a thouſand Men at- 
tacks Jeruſalem, by thoſe Means hoping to recover the 
High-Prietthood. He ſoon made himſelf Maſter of the 
City, but Menelaus retiring into the Cittadel, he could 
not come at him; wherefore revenging himſelf upon the 
People, he ſlew many of them, and then made a haſty 
Retreat into the Country of the Ammonites : Soon after 
which he was by Aretas, King of Arabia, caſt into Pri- 
ſon, from whence making his Eſcape, he fled from one 
City to another, and died at Lacedemon. 

Autiochus, who was then in Egypt, hearing of theſe 


turn'd in a Rage againſt the J-ws for making-theſe Com- 
motions, and entring the City by Force put the Inhabi- 
tants to the Sword, eighty thouſand were ſlain in three 
Days, forty thouſand taken Priſoners, and as many old. 


Ruf, and ſuſpecting Judea might revolt from him, re- 
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Then profaning the Temple with his irreverend and abo- 


minable Approaches, he enters it attended with the exe- 
crable Traytor Menelaus, whence they facrilegiouſly con- 
veyed what Treaſure they could find. And to torment 
the wretched Jews the more, Antiochus made one Philip, 
a Phrygian, a Man more barbarous and inhuman than him- 
ſelf, Governor of Jeruſalem, and Andronicus Governor 
of Garizin, joining Menelaus in Commiſſion with both; 
which was grievous to the poor People, whom he uſed 
very barbarouſly ; for not content to treat them ill him- 
ſelf, he ſent Apollonius; one of King Antiochus's Generals 

Pol. 2. R. with 
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with an Army of two and twenty thoufand Men to Je- 
ruſalem to kill what Men remained, and to ſell the Wo- 
men and Children. Apollonius coming before Jeruſalen 
made no Offer of attacking the Town till the Sabbath, 
from whence the Jews concluded themſelves fecure ; bin 
vrhilſt they were at their Devotion on the Sabbath, Apol- 
lonius enter'd the City, maſſacred many of the Inhahj. 
. tants, plunder'd the Place, led away the Women and 
Children Captives, and Part of the reſt they obliged to 
fly. After this Antiochus gave Orders that the Jew; 
mould 'imbrace the Religion of the Gentiles, cauſed the 
Temple at Feruſalem to be called the Temple of Olym- 
pian Jove, filled it with Abominations, and obliged the 
Fews to ſacrifice to Idols upon Pain of Death. Thofe 
who met in Caves to keep the Sabbath were burnt; the 
Book ef the Law was cal into the Fire; the Circumci- 
fing of Infants was forbid; and Women accuſed of having 
circumciſed their Children were publickly led about the 
City with their Infants hanging at their Breaſts, and then 
caſt headlong from the Walls. In ſhort, no Manner of 
Cruelty was wanting to compel the Fews to quit their 
Religion. | | | 

During this terrible Perſecution fome of theſe wretched 
People yielded to Force; but many choſe rather to die 
than forfake the Law of their God. Among theſe laſt 
was Eleazer, a prime Doctor of the Law, a very aged 
Man, and of 4 venerable Afpest. To afflict this good 
old Man the more, the firſt Teſt they put him to was to 
make him eat Swine's Flefh, which they forc'd into his 
Mouth; but he, chooſing rather to die gloriouſly than 
live ignominiouſly, ſpit it out. Some of thoſe who had 
the Charge of this Part of the Perſecution, in Pity to his 
Age, and out of former Friendſhip, gaye him Leave to 
elude the Sentence by taking a Piece of any other Fleſh, 
and eating it as Swine's Fleſh, But he conſidering this 
as 4 vile Colluſion and Hypocriſy, told them he would 


not purchaſe his Life at that ſordid Rate, but deſired them 


to diſpatch him rather than let him he guilty of Diſſimula- 
tion, and ſtain the Honour of his Gray Hairs with ſo poor 
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an Act. Upon this his Perſecutors, changing their Pity 
into Cruelty, ' fell upon him, and beat Fim to Death, 
which the good old Man reſvlutely ſuffer'd, rather" than 
diſnonour God by violating his Conſcience, * __ . 
The next Inſtance of religious Fortitude was that of 
the Heroine Slomona and her ſeven Sons, who were by 
Order of Antiochus brought from their Habitation to Au- 
tioch. The King pretending Pity to their Youth, and 
Reſpe& to their Family, (which was noble,) perſwaded 
them to renounce their Religion, and imbrace that of the 
Gentiles, promiſing them great Rewards and Promotions 
if they would comply; but if they refuſed, they muſt 
expect no Mercy. Then ordering Variety of Tortures. 
he had provided, to be ſhewed them, he thought to terri- 
fy them with the ſad Proſpe& of what they Were like to 
ſuffer. However, theſe Inſtruments and Engines of Death | 
could no more terrify them; than the Allurements of the 
Tyrant could perſuade them; but inſpired with à true 
a Holy Zeal and Celeſtial Bravery they unatiimioliſly decla- 
rn their Obedience to the Law of God, and the Precepts, 
r which he delivered- by Moſes, aſſuring him that his, 
Cruelty could not hurt them; for all the Effect their, 
d Pains could have, would be to ſecure to them the glo- 
e Wl rious Rewards due to unſhaken Patience and injured 
: Vertue, cautioning him at the ſame Time of the diffe- 
d 
0 


rent and dreadful Conſequence; for by the Murder of ſo 

many innocent Men he would arm the Divine Vengeance 
o zpainſt him, and for the temporal Pains which he infli&- 
is Wed on them, would himſelf become obnoxious to ever- 
n WW ſting Torments. 1 | 
d The Conſtancy and Zeal of theſe brave Youths fo in- 
is WW raged the Tyrant that he gave the Word for the Execu- 
o Wltioners to bring the Eldeſt to the Torture, which they 
„ immediately did; and ſtripping off his Cloths, they bound 
is 
d 
N 


his Hands and Arms in a Poſture for receiving 7 * 
Scourge, which he induring with admirable Patience, 
and they finding that they wearied themſelves more than 
„bim with this Sort of Puniſhment, bound him upon the 
Wheel. The noble Youth lying extended here with his 
245369: R 2 Bones 
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Bones 1 1 0 and Joints diflacated, reproached his Tor- 
mentor thus: O execfable Tyrant, and Pexſecutor of 
« Heaven! ou doſt not treat me thus inhumanly fy 
&« any Breach. of divine or, human Laws, but, for my 
« Zeal to. Hog and hy Holy 5 Then the Sol- 
diers 47 0 im to ſave BY Life by complying, he con. 
tinued ; Non may exerciſe your Cruelty upon my Body, 
% but you cannot torture; my Mind; that is out; of your 
cc Reach; d I will convince you by this Trial upon my 
« Perſon,.t chat IF is 1 i Glory of the Hebrew Na. 

« tion ta be Mrend ly 4 firm in their Sufferings for * 5 
& nd a "good 0 Conſcience.” Then extending his 

mor 1 ey turn d him to the Flames, where they hel 
fim till his Does burſt, and nothing of human Form wa 
left, by t TY eleton of Bones. Theſe Exquiſite Torture 
92 5 outh bore with. ſuch Magnanimity, as if the 
Fire ha ad only ſerved to ,refine him into, a Creature in- 
mortal. At laſt Nature being waſted with repeated Tor- 
tures, he thus took his Leave of his Brethren ; “ Be ſur 
ce you fol 1075 my Example, 55 nd deſert me not in this no- 
« ble Conflict, Shame the Tyrant with your Suffering), 
ce and die loxipuſl y in the Service of God, who wil 
« humble this Hb Monſter with pee as un- 
C aner and amazing as as bis own Pride and Cruelty.” 
d thus this Joy Youth ended his painful Life, 

The ſecond Brother with the ſame undaunted Courage 
advances on A tragical 7 83 aber b demanded 
whether he would eat of their ſacrificed Meat, and re- 
fuling, the Tormentors 3 Runs drew off. all the 
Fleſh from the Muſcles of his Neck to the Chin, and 
flayed off all the Hair and Skin of his Beard, Face, and 
Head. And having remained ſome Time. a ſad Spectacle 
to the bloody Torwentors, he thus took his Leave of 
them and the World,” © How welcome is Death in any 
« Shape to him that ſuffers for Truth and Religion? The 
« Pleaſure of an innocent Mind, and the gmt — of 2 
« clear Conſcience ſoſten my Sufferings, and ſypport my 
« Spirits, whilſt thou art rack d with the cutting Appre- 
> * of a guilty Mind. Thy Cruelties I ſuffer with 

E more 
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« more Pleaſure than thou can{t execute them for: thy 
« own Heart muſt tell thee that thou doſt witkedly in 
« puniſhing the "innocent for aſſerting the Truth, ind 
« | ſevering in the Wotſhipping and 2 God, for 
« which be aſſured thou wilt not eſeape che terrible 


„Vengeance of 4« juſt and angry God The pibus 
Hero thus perſevering in the Defence of his Religion, 
made his Way to Heaven through Blood and Tormeſits 
The third Brother is ſo far from being daunted at the. 
Sight of what the former indur d, that Teng r by 
the Tyrant to take Warning by their Death angrily 
replied, © The ſame Father and Mother brought us into 
« the World, and the ſame Maſter formed our Minds with 
© the ſame Principles: Think not therefore that Iwill by 
any puſillanimous Retreat 'indeavour to evade thy. 
6 Cruelty, and defert the glorious Cauſe of ſuffering for 
* our Religion. Loſe no Time; for F corhe pre — to 
« ſuffer, not to make Speeches“ This 3 elivwel d 
with an Air of Reſolution ſo in the Tyrant, that he 
thought, if poſfible, to advance is Tortures; therefbre 
commanded the Executioners to clap his Hands and Feet 
into the Screws, where with 4 violent Wrench they diſoe 
located all the Joints of his Fingers and Toes it once. This 
done, they continued to draw. the Engirte yet igher, till 
they had twiſted his Legs, and Arins, and ShoutderBoties,' 
out of their Sockets; and finding him Rilf torfurviveall 
theſe Diſtortions, dragged off his Skin at the Brads of His 
Fingers, arid flayed him from che very Crown of his Head; 
And not content to Have Agel un by Body afcet this mew 
cileſs Manner, -th ged him to the Wheel) where 
being yet more Abende e upori the Pins and Ser w e | 
ſaw his 1 burſt afundei; his Fl#fh drop off 
Piece-meals, and his Bowelsi and Blob 'gwfh' — His 
Tormentors being wearied with cheir contirasl Appl 
tions of -Craeky, and Nature juſt exhauſted in the 2 
roick Youth, he cloſed this bloody Scene with a-dtead- 
ful Prognoſtick of the Fytam's Fite: - O wicked and 
* moſt irihuman ef all Tyrants, we ſuffer: thus for the 


1 Love of; God and his _—_ raft Law ; but thou, who 
3 © art 
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* art the Cauſe of all this Injuſtice and Cruelty, ſhalt ſuf. 
« fer endleſs Torments | 881 

The ſourth Brother being hauled to Execution, is per. 
ſuaded to conſider and avoid inevitable Deſtruction, 
which he ſaw. preparing for him. But he reſolving not 
to ſtain the Honour of his Family, and diſgrace the Cauſe 
of Religion by any puſillanimous Act, _ replied, © The 
* fight:of all your Tortures in their diſmal Appearances 
cannot fright me to derogate from the noble Example 
&. of my Brethren. Let thy Tortures be as extravagant 
* 28 thy. Malice and Cruelty can invent, they ſhall only 
&. ſerve to prove me a Branch of the ſame Stock, and 
animated with the very ſame Soul with thoſe whoſe 
Blood thy impious Hands have Spilt.”” - The barbarous 
Antiochus was ſo incenſed at this, that he commanded 
immediately to cut out his Tongue. But the holy Youth 
not in the leaſt terrified with his Threatnings cried out: 
Here it is ready for thy. wicked Executioners to exer- 
5, ciſe their Cruelty upon: But know, thou Tyrant, that 
& by depriving me of the Uſe of this Organ of Speech 
thou canſt not make my Reaſon dumb. O that I might, 
T to glorify God, loſe my Liſe by Inches! But as for thee, 
*5: Guilt, and Vengeance will ſoon over-take thee, who 
« cutteſt out this inoffenſive Tongue, that hath been im- 
i ployed in making Melody, and ſinging Praiſes to God, 
ho form it for that Purpoſe.” Then the Tormen- 
tors cut out bis Tongue, and tied it to the Trunk of his 


Body, which::being exhauſted with Pain, and miſerably 


mangled; he joyfully ended his Courſe. : 1 

Tho fifth! Brother, eager of having. his Share in this 
honourable” Conflict, boldly ſtepp'd forward uncalled for, 
and offer d himſelf to the Torture, addreſſing the King 


thus: „ Thou ſeeſt, moſt: inhuman Tyrant, I wait not 


thy tedious Orders, but voluntarily offer my ſelf to 
 « the Trial, and dare thy Crnelty in the Defence of · my 
© Faith. The ſooner thou diſpatcheſt me, the ſooner 


4e will my Happineſs be compleat, and thy Iniquities 


make thee: ripe for Vengeance. Tell me, thou De- 
vonrer of Mankind, what could ptovoke-thee. to tar- 
+7 ah 8 A "5" om 
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4 ment and murder the Innocent? Is it a Crime to ſerve. 
« that God who created the World? And ſhall we not 
« worſhip him by whom we live, and who hath inſti- 
« tuted the Methods by which we are to regulate our 
Lives? In this we defy thy Tortures, and deſpiſe thy 
4 Puniſhments, which will tranſlate us to a happy Eter- 
«© nity, and thee to endleſs Torments.” At theſe Words 
the Executioners ſeized and bound him to the Wheel, 
and drawing the Screws ſtrait, they at once diſlocated the 
Joints of his Limbs and Back, ſo that he twiſted round 
the Wheel; and being almoſt ſtrangled, he thus took his 
Leave: © Thou little doit imagine, moſt execrable Ty- 
« rant, the Benefit thy Cruelty procures to us; for the 
„more thou rageſt againſt us in theſe unheard of Tor- 
© tures, the more acceptable thou rendereſt us to God. 
© This momentary Pain will procure us everlaſting Reſt, 
« and every Torture is but an Occaſion of exerciſing our 
Patience. 

The ſixtk Brother being brought forwaad, the Tyrant 
asked him whether he would accept of Deliyerancg? To 
which the brave Youth replied; ** Though I am infe- 
« rior in Years to my Brothers that have ſuffered before 
„me, yet is my Soul equal in Magnanimity to theirs. - 
„And as we were nouriſhed and equcated together in 
the Fear of God, we ought to perſiſt in the fame to 
«Death. Think not therefore to terrify or perſuade me 
« to relinquiſh the glorious Cauſe of Religion by the Ap- 
prehenſion of Torture, for I am ready to ſuffer as they 
* have done; and know, that God will ſupport me in 
* the Defence of à good Conſcience under the greateſt 
« Pains thou canſt infli&.” Antiochus ſeeing him thus 
reſolute, commands him to be faſten'd to the Wheel; and. 
after having broken and diſtorted all his Bones, they pyt 
Fire under him. Then the Soldiers heated Spits and 
Spears red hot, and thruſt them into his Back and Sides, 
till his Bowels and Intrails were burnt up, while he cried, 
“O glorious Conflict, in which ſo many Brethren, have 
« ingaged for their Religion, and all come off with Con- 
f queſt! I will bear my Brethren Company in ſo noble a 

37 9 —""—_— « Death 
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* Death, and add to the Number of Plagues due to * 1 

ie thee, O wicked Inventor of artful Cruelty, and im- ll * « 

© placable Foe of all that adhere to the true Religion! Ii * 1 

* Six of us have now baffled thy Malice and Rage ; for « x 

] muſt needs account thee baffled, who haſt without 

c Succeſs attempted to force us from our Duty. Thy 

« Fires, methinks, are cold; thy Racks eaſy; and thy 

© Guards are now no longer Tormentors and Execu- 

ce tioners, but Defenders and Promoters of our Law and 

its Honour, ſince they aſſiſt us in giving Teſtimony to 

ce jt, and contribute to the Triumphs of the Religion 

ce they are not able to ſuppreſs.” Having made an End 

of (peaking; and juſt ready to expire, they diſpatch'd him 
by caſting him into a Cauldron of boiling Liquor. 

And now the ſeventh -and youngeſt Brother appeared: 
Whom when the Tyrant ſaw fetter'd and pinion'd, tho 
he had been ſo implacably outragious againſt the reſt, his 
hard Heart began a little co relent ; therefore calling him 
up to the Throne where he fat, he began to try him with 
foft Words, and fair Means, Lou ſee, ſaid he, young 
ce Man, the miſerable End to which the reſt of your Fa- 
«© mily have by their own Obſtinacy brought themſelves, 
* ad. which will be your Fate in a few Minutes if by 
& their Example you will not become wiſer, But I hope 
* better Things from you; and for an Incouragement of 
« your better Behaviour I make you a generous Proffer 
ce of my Efteem and Friendſhip, and promiſe to promote 
« you to Places of Honour and Profit. Then er- 
himſelf to the Mother of theſe brave Youths, who ha 
hitherto been a Witneſs of her Childrens Sufferings, with 
a ſeeming Compaſſion for her Loſs, he intreated her to 

revail upon her Child, in Pity to her ſelf at leaſt, to 
ave this ſmall Remnant of her Family, and not to give 
her the Affliction of having all her Offspring ſo ſadly 
torn away at once. But ſhe, worthy of the Honour of 
being, Mother to ſuch godly Heroes, whiſpered thus to 
ber She in the Hebrew 2 : In Pity to me, my 5 
«Son, and in Honour of thy Family, defpiſe the Temp- | © 
ce tarrons of the Tyrant, and defy his Threats; Look <q 1 
2 F N „. Jyit 
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to “ with Hope to that God who made the World, and who 
n- „can deliver thee from thy cruel Perſecutors. Bravely 
n! © imitate thy religious Brethren, who have ſuffered the 
or „ worlt of Deaths: for their Conſcience”: Fear not the 
ut MW © Tortures this Heathen can infli&; and be aſſured that 
iy „in the Day of Mercy, which this Tyrant ſhall never 
iy I © fee, I ſhall receive you all in celeſtial Imbraces“ The 
- godly Youth having with great Attention heard the Ad- 

9 as 
d MW monition of his pious Mother, on a ſudden cried out, 
to Well then, unbind me, and let me apply my ſelf to 
In « the King, and his Friends that attend about the Throne.” 
d W The Company was -over-joyed at this Propoſal, and im- 
m MW mediately let him looſe ; upon which he ran haſtily to 

the Side of the Cauldron, and thus addreſſed himſelf to 
J: che King: © Moſt impious Tyrant! Haſt thou received 
0 from the Hand of God a Kingdom, and ſo many 
is W © worldly Bleſſings, and yet without the leaſt Shame or 
m © Remorſe murdereſt the Friends and Servants of him 
h “ who thus advanced thee? Is this the Requital thou 
9 « makeſt to a bountiful God, to rack and torture thoſe 
a « that worſhip him, and for no other Reaſon. but becauſe 
85 they worſhip him as he himſelf hath directed? Be well 
y * aſſured, this Wickedneſs will not be forgotten, nor go 


e « unrewarded, for Juſtice will perſue thee; and in the 
ff © mean Time lay up in Store for thee Torments and 
Jy * Fires, not like thine here, which quickly conſume the 
e “ Body, and put an End to Pain, 1 5 thoſe ſhall be 4 


0 Store of Fire and Pains inexhauſtible. Canſt thou call 
thy ſelf a Man, thou more than ſavage Brute, and = 
h have no Regard, no Relenting for theſe moſt exquiſtte 
0 and ſtudied Pains, which thou inflicteſt on them whs' 
o have the fame Nature, the ſame tender Senſe of Suſ- 
e * ferings with thy ſelf > Ts it poſfible a Creature of like- 
y Matter and Form ſhould take Delight in manu 
f * burning, flaying, ſcourging, killing his Fellow Crea- 
0 * tures? Yet ſuch thou art; but unlike to us in Diſpo- 
y © ſition, and as unlike in thy Fate and Portion. For we 
» * who die to gratify thy Malice have done our Duty, 
> | © and ſhall find Favour and Happineſs: with God: Ba 
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© thou, who haſt put us upon the Truth of our Reli- 
gion with ſo much cauſleſs Pain, ſo undeſerved a Death, 


« ſhalt howl for ever in Deſpair, and be plagued with 


* the bitter Reproaches of this ſad Day's Tranſactions. 
So dreadful, ſo infamous is thy Caſe, ſo bleſſed, fo glo- 
c rious my martyr'd Brethren; from whoſe Honours and 
c Rewards think not that either Flattery or Fear ſhall 
& exclude me: For know, I aſpire to an Equality with 
© the belt of them, and think it long till we meet again 
<« in the ſame Sufferings here, and in the ſame Bliſs here- 
4 after.” With that he caſt himſelf into the Cauldron, 
and expired in the hotteſt of the Fire. 

This was the glorious End of theſe godly Heroes, who 
waded through a Sea of the acuteſt Pains to the Port of 
eternal Reſt. And yet to increaſe our Wonder, and abate 
that Notion of Fortitude which Men, too partial to them- 
ſelves, are apt to boaſt of, as the peculiar Glory of their 
own Sex, there is yet a more aſtoniſhing Inſtance of it in 
the Mother of theſe brave religious Brethren. She was 
exerciſed by Pains more ſharp and complicated than any 
yet mentioned. Who can conceiye the Extremity, the 
Variety of that pious Mother's Pains, who her ſelf was 
tortur d and put to Death in every one of her ſeven 
Sons? The Affection of Parents terminates in their Chil- 
dren, who are the proper Centre of all their Care and 
Concern : But fo true a Daughter of Abraham was the 
Mother of theſe gallant godly Youths, that even Compal 
ſion for her own Children could not break in upon her 
Duty. Such was her Zeal, that when Religion and the 
preſent Safety and Preferment of her ſeven Sons were of- 
fer'd to her Choice, ſhe wiſely gave the Preference to 
Religion, took God's Word before the King's, and choſe 
to have them live for ever with God in Heaven, - rather 
than injoy a ſhort Proſperity with Antiochus upon Earth. 
The Fear and Love of God made her over-look the pre- 
ſent Eaſe and Advantage of her Children ; and ſhe knew 
ſhe could never love them ſo tenderly, ſo deſervedly, as 
hen their ſteady Virtue and Conſtancy in the Cauſe of 


Tryth charmed her Affectionz, and indeared them * - | 
Wor © x | They 


U 


en of ne Hay Bly 


They were juſt, wiſe, temperate, and magnanimous, af- 
ſectionate to each other, and dutiful to their Mother to 
that Degree, that they even died in the Cauſe of their 
Law in Obedience to her. And ſhe was ſo far from al- 
lowing any one of theſe manifold Ingagements to betray 
her into an undue Tendernels, or ſuffering any of the 
Tortures they indured to ſhake her Reaſon, that ſhe ex- 
horted each of them ſingly, and all of them together, 
not to decline any Sufferings or Death. for the Sake, of 
Religion. . | AER 
And now, to cloſe this Bloody Tragedy, the Soldiers 
approached to ſeize the godly Matron in order to Execu- 
tion; but ſhe prevented all Attempts upon her Perfon, 
and without any Force caſt her ſelf into the Fire, deſeat- 
ing thus the Tyrant's Rage and Violence, wan” ana. 
all his wicked Contrivances, and exerting a molt vigorous. 
and noble Faith. Thus ended this doleful, yet glorious, 
Day with the Death of the victorious Solomona, Who 
triumphed in the ſharpeſt Agonies of her Sons and her 
own Sufferings, who with them was tranſlated from Mi- 
ſery to Bliſs'unſpeakable, admitted into the joyful Society 
of all their pious Anceſtors, and whoſe Souls were recei- 
ved into an eternal Reſt for ſacrificing their Bodies in the 
Service of their Gd. 4 4 
. The poor Jeus for a Time labour'd under unſpeakable. 
Preſſures from the cruel Antiochus; but at laſt they were. 
reſcued by the divine Providence under the Conduct of 
the gallant Family of the Maccabees : The chief of which 
at that Time was Matta:hias the Prieſt, who had fed. 
from Jeruſalem, during the Perſecution, and with his five 
Sons, John, Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and Jonathan, had 
withdrawn to the Mountains of Media. e aa 
In this melancholy Retirement Mattathias and his Song 
bemoaned the hard Fate of their Religion and Country. 
But they had not Opportunity long of injoying this fad. 
Retreat; for the Tyrant's reſtleſs Malice ſoon found them 
out, who ſent his Meſſengers into Media to oblige the 
Inhabitants to ſacrifice and burn Incenſe in Honour. of 
their Idols. Many ſubmitted to this Forcę; but the brave 
mo TER | | Mattathias 
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Mattithias aha” his Family abhbrred this Profaneneſs; 
and to let Apeles,' King Antivehus's General, ſee that in 
efence of his Conſcieſſee, the Honour of God, and this 
ruth of his Religion, he was not afraid to die, he brave. 

ly flew a Jeu 5 was juſt going to ſacrifice, preventing 
is Idolatry by his Death; 1a Apelles continuing to pet- 
ſuade or force the People to Ptofaneneſs, . — his 
Death from ſome of the brave Mactabess, who not only 
in Defence of their Conſcience killed their Perfecutors; 
but over-turned their Altars, and pulled down their Idola 
Then Mattathias finding he was not able to make long 
Oppoſition to the ſuperior Power of the Enemy, calling 
out to his Countrymen, ſaid, © Let him that loves his 
ce Religion follow me.” Upon which he made the beſt 
of his Way to the Mountains with his Sons, whither ſe. 
veral Jews with their Families followed him. Antiochu's 
Officers hearing this, took a Patty of the Gartiſon at 
eruſalem, and perſued them; and attacking them on the 
abbath ſlew about a thoufand of them, who would not 
defend themſelves becauſe of the Solemnity of the Day. 
Hereupon Mattat ha, and the teſt came to * Reſolution, 
not to make any Scruple of deſending themſelves fot the 
ſuture againſt ſuch as: ſhould attack them on the Sabbath. 


Aſter this they form'd a Body of regular Forces under the 


Command of Nfatral pas, and fell upon their Enemies as 
they found Opportunity, deſtroyed the Altars of their 
Idols, and cauſed the Children to be circumciſed. 
" Matt dthids having acted the Part of à brave and pris 
deft General, at HIM is forced eo ſubme to the Weight 
of 2 Hundred and forty ſix Years; when taking Leave of 
his Sons and Countrymen, he exhortad them at. 
to to their Nation and Religion, and declared His 

f #das Maccabens his Succeſſor! ini the Command of 
te orces: Which Command was: atcordingly conferred 
him after his Father's Death; anch he foon made it ap- 
oo that he was worthy of ir by kis Courage and Con- 
For Apollonius, Govertiour-of Sunaria, hearing 


how op the Fews defended themiclves againſt the 
King Forces, 1 in hafte gathers Hax TÞitbeps he could, and 


pow 


Death 


GG, 2 I». DV, ES 5  & BE Ws . 


Jo © © TD ET On 06 RA#R@O7” We wiki ww 


2 


me, © Ot. 0. Us 


'T WR VS £0. 5 wn on ROO © 


BoOk VII. o al the Holy ible, 253 


prepares to attack them: But Judas * apprized of his 
Approach, and marching againſt Apollonius rauted his 
Army, and flew him. Judas, the Governour of 9 we 
Hria, hearing of this Defeat, and ß to ſup 
the Jews before their, Succeſles ſhoyld increaſe their — 
bers, advances as far as Betharon with a numerous my; 
but Judas, though inferior in Number, e hog 
perſued him, killing eight hundred of N. len u 
pot, the reſt fled Into "he _—_— of 55 Pane, 5 
Upon this News Antiochus was much inraged, and 
vowing a ſevere Revenge he raiſes. a powerful Army. in 
Greece and other Parts, reſolving to Invade Judea the next, 
Spring. But finding his Treaſure all ſhore of paying ſo 
vaſt an Army, (his 1 Tribute being much diminiſhed by. the 
frequent Revolts and Commotions in, his Dominions,) hg. 
intends an Expedition into Perfia, and there to levy 
bute to defra che Charge of the War. But bee he 
went, he conſtituted his Favourite Lyſias Governour tt 
all the Country from Euphrates. to Egypt, leaving wit 
him one half of the Forces, with Orders to ſend an Army 
into Judea, utterly to deſtroy Feruſa —_— to  extir 5 
the Jews, and ſettle. Strangers in the Country. A 
chus having thus diſpoſed Affairs marches to Perfia; ; and. 
Hfias, the better to execute his Maſter's. Commands, 
pitches on Ptolemy the 'Son of Dorymenes,. Nicanor 1. 
Gorgias, three eminent Commanders, to y of 3» 
War againſt the Jews. Theſe with an Army o 
thouſand Foot, and. ſeyen thouſand Horſe, prepare 10 5 
vade Judea, and all Things being ready they marched to 
Emmaus, where they for a Wei incamped. During 
their Stay there, their Army was increaſed by the addi- 
tional Troops of the Syrians, renegado Fews, and other, 
neighbouring Nations, among whom came ſeveral Mer-, 


chants to. buy Slaves, thinking themſelves, ſecure: of Vi-, | 
Qory over the Jeus. 

Judas all this Time is not idle; for be. and his Bie 
thren gathering what Forces they could in ſo ſhort 4 
Time, reſolve. to defend themſelves; and, dif {Ie 1 
little Army as regularly as the Condition of 


Won 
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would permit, Judas in a ſhort Speech thus animatg 
them ; © There never was a fitter Opportunity, my 
* Friends, of exerciſing our Valour and deſpiſing Dan- 
« per than now. Liberty the darling Principle of Nature 
« is the Cauſe we are to fight for; without which we 
ce muſt never expect to injoy our Religion. This is the 
&« Time to recover our ancient Laws by our Courage, or 
&* pufillanimouſly deliver them up and theſe poor Re- 
© mains of our Countrymen to ignominy! and ſlavery, 
* Truſt in God, whoſe Cauſe we fight, and queſtion 
&“ not but he will bleſs our Arms with Succeſs here, or 
* give us a glorious Reward hereafter.” Judas having 
thus incourag d his Men, took Poſt at Maſphg, oppoſite 
to 7 ruſalem; where, hearing that Gorgias was detach'd 
wich five thouſand, Foot, and a thouſand Horſe to ſur- 
Yrize the Jewiſh Camp by Night, he marches with his 
beſt Troops to fall upon the main Body of the Enemy 
at Emmaus. Gorgias coming to Judas's Camp found it 
empty, and concluding that the Jes had thro Fear fled 
into the Mountains, perſues them thither. In the mean 
Time Judas came to Gorgias's Camp by Break of Day, 
with only three thouſand Men; which the Enemy ſeeing 
they march'd out to charge them ; but Judas ſoon rout- 
ed them, kill'd three thouſand upon the Spot, and per- 
ſued the reſt into the Country of Edom. Then return- 
ing to attack the Body Gorgias had led into the Moun- 
tains, they underſtanding that their main Body had been 
defeated, their Camp enter'd and burnt, and that Judas's 
Army was in the Plains ready to give them Battle, a 
annick Fear ſeiz d them, and they all fled into the 
neighbouring Countries. Judas's victorious Army re- 
turning from the Perſuit enter'd the Enemy's Camp, 
which they plunder'd, carrying off a great Booty : Then 
giving Thanks to God the Author of their Succeſs, they 
repair d to Jeruſalem ; where they injoy'd the Fruits of 
their Victory the remaining Part of that Year. But Ly- 
as impatient at theſe Diſappointments, and to wipe off 
the Diſgrace of this Defeat, the next Year raiſed an Ar- 


ay of fixty thouſand Foot, and five thouſand Horſe, and 
"SD came 
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came in Perſon to extirpate the Jews.” Judas and his 
Army being fluſh'd with their former Succeſs, were not 
in the lealt diſcourag'd at the Sight, of this numerous 
Army, for drawing out ten thouſand Men only, they 
gave Lyſi.zs Battle, whom they routed and cut five thou- 
fand of his Men in Pieces. Lyſias upon this Defeat re- 
turn'd to Antioch to raiſe more Forces, reſolving to be 
reveng'd on the Jeus with a more powerful Army, than 
hitherto he had raiſed. cap Sat fin tc. 
The Enemy being thus driven out of Judea, Judas 
carefully ſet to work to ſettle the Affairs of his Country. 
He began firſt by cleanſing the Temple, and reſtoring it 
to the ſame Condition it was in before, cauſing it to be 
dedicated again, and the Worſhip of God revived. He 
fortified Mount Sion, incloſing it with Walls and Towers. 
Having put Jeruſalem into this Poſture of Defence, he 
fortified Bethſura, a City near Edom, and made War on 
the neighbouring Nations, which had conſpir'd to deſtroy 
the Iſraelites that were among them. After this, havin 
divided the Forces among his Brethren, he routed the 
Ammonites and Edomites, entred the Country of Gilead, 
took many Towns, and reſcued a great Number of Jeu 
who were beſieged in Caſtles and Towns, and convoy'd 
them ſafely to their own Country, with their Wives and 
Children. In their Paſſage home they beſieg'd and took 
by Storm the City of Ephron, which they burnt, and 
put all the Men to the Sword. Then paſſing the Jordan 
they came into the Plains of Juden, the People all the 
Way ſinging Hymns of Victory, and offering Sacrifice for 
the Succeſs of the Army. And that which was moſt re- 
markable, in theſe feveral Expeditions and Ingagements, 
when they came to muſter the Jews, there was not a Man 
wanting. „„ 
Whilftt Judas and his Brother Jonathan were thus 
ſucceſsful, the other Brother Simon was not idle in Ga- 
lilee, whither Judas had ordered him with Part of the 
Army ; for he defeated the Enemies of the 2 there, and 
brought away all the Jews that were in thoſe Parts. But 
Joſeph, whom Judas had left to govern Jeruſalem = 
1 is 
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his Abſence, venturing out with too ſmall a Party to at. 
tack Jamnia, Gorgias, who was Governour of the 
Place, ſallied out and repuls'd them, putting Two thoy- 
ſand to the Sword; the reſt being obliged to retreat to 
The: Frontiers... ;... £5 | 
Tbings going on in Judea ſo unſucceſsfully unde 
Antiochus's Generals, he meets with little better Succeſ 
in Perfia ; for marching to the City of Elimais, or Per. 
ſepolis, to plunder it, the Inhabitants having Notice of his 
' Deſign, prepar'd to give him a warm Reception ; which 
they did with ſuch: Reſolution, that they routed him, 
and obligd him to return to Babylon. After this, being 
at Ecbatane, he receiv'd the News of the ill Succeſs d 
his Arms in Judea, which put him into a great Per. 
plexity; however, being reſolute in his Revenge for that 
Diſgrace, he haſted forward ; but by the Way falling 
from -his Chariot, his whole Body was bruiſed, and his 
Limbs maſh'd with the Fall. This Accident (or rather 
Judgment upon him for his former Cruelties) togethet 
with his Vexation for the late Diſappointments, occz- 
ſion'd a Corruption in his Body in ſuch Sort, that he 
ſwarm'd with Worms, his Fleſh rotted off, and his Trunk 
was one intire Maſs of Putrefaction. And now he te- 
nts, but too late, of the many Barbarities he had pra- 
05 0 againſt the Jews. Being at the Point of Death he 
dealar d his Son Antiochus Eupater his Succeſſor, and ap- 
pointed his Foſter-Brother and Favourite Philip Regent 
of the Kingdom, who convey d the dead Body of the 

wicked Antiochus to Autioch. 
The Jews reap'd little Advantage by the Death of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, for his Son and Succeſſor Anti- 
chus Eupater continued the War. He ſent his General 
Timotheus with a conſiderable Army to take Poſſeſſion of 
Judea; which Judas hearing, he immediately marchd 
out of Jeruſalem and gave him Battle, in which he ſlew 
twenty thouſand five hundred of his Foot, and fix hun- 
dred Horſe, Timotheus himſelf hardly eſcaping into the 
Fortreſs of Gazara, where his Brother Chæreas com- 
manded. Judas perſued him thither, beſieg d the my 
| | an 
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„ind in five Days took it. Timotheus having: hid himſelf 
the In 2 Ditch, is dragg'd thence and flain with his Brothers 
Chareas and Apoliophanes. Lyſias hearing how unſuc- 
celsfully Affairs went on in Judea, gather'd an Army o 
above eighty thouſand, with which he march'd to is 
a rſalem : But coming to Bet hſura he thought it nece lary 
to take in that Place in his Way. Whilſt he was attack- 
ing Bethſura, Judas having Notice of his Approach, 
bis Mnarch'd out of Jeruſalem, and with his uſual Bravery 
ch Nell upon Ly/ias's Army, kill d eleven thouſand Foot, N 
teen hundred Horſe, and routed the reſt. Hias with 
much ado eſcap'd to Antioch ; where conſidering the di- 
h fracted Condition of Affairs, and deſpairing of preſent 
Recruits, he was forc'd to grant the Jews Peace, and. the 
ider of thei Religion. „ . 
This Peace was but of ſhort Continuance; for the 
15 eus People gave the Jeus great and frequent 
Diſturbances ; particularly the People of Joppe, who 


ws drowned two hundred of them; for which Judas ſoon 
book a ſevere Revenge of them; for he burnt their Pork, 
he and put to the Sword all the Inhabitants that had eſcap'd 


he Fire. Then hearing that the People of Zamnia had 
very baſely treated the Jews: that liyed among them, hg 
came and burnt their Harbour, and all the Ships in it. 
ne Aſter this, 80 that Timotheus had gotten, ſoine 
p- i Iops together, he march'd againſt him; but. on his 
Way was attack d by a Party of five thouſand' Arabiaſi 
Foot and five hundred Horſe, whom he. defeated; and 
then made Peace with them. Then taking the ſtrong 
town of Caſphim, be attack d Characa, where Timo- 
theus had left ten thouſand Men in Garriſon, and put 
them all to the Sword. In fine he routed Timotheus, 
of took him Priſoner, and diſmiſſed him upon Condition, 
chat he ſhould releaſe the Jews he had taken Priſoners. 
er this he {lew twenty five thouſand Men at Carnion, 
retook Ephron, and defeated Gorgias, who ' narfowly 
eſcap'd himſelf. , ge ket 
But notwithſtanding theſe Succeſſes, the Jews could 
not call themſelves intirely Maſters of Jeruſalem, for the 
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Cittadel ſtill held out ſor the King of Hria; and the 
Garriſon, conſiſting of Macedonians and Rene de-Jews, 
was very troubleſome to ſuch as reſorted to the Temple 
Therefore Judas thought it highly neceffary to attempt 
the Reduction of the Place; and having prepared his 
Engines and Machines for beſieging the Cittadel, he ſoon 
ſtraitned the Garriſon. The beſieg d found Means to ac- 
quaint King Antiochus with their Diſtreſs, who promis d to 
relieve them; and for that End gather'd an Army of a hun- 
dred and ten thouſand Foot, twenty thouſand Horſe, and 
thirty Elephants with Caſtles on their Backs full of Ar. 
chers. Menelaus, whom we have mention'd before, and 
whom Autiochus had appointed High Prieſt, pretended 
to ititreat the King for his People; but his Prayers only 
tended to procure to himſelf the fupreme Authority, 
Lyfias, who plainly faw thro' this Hypocrite, cautiond 
the King againſt the villanous Defigns and Practices of 
Menelaus, aſſuring him, that Menelaus was the Occaſion 
of all thoſe Troubles : Upon which the King caus'd him 
to be ſeiz d, and caſt down headlong from the Top of: 
Tower. | 
Antiochus preparing to march to the Relief of the Ci: 
tadel of Jeruſalem, paſs d thro' Idumea, where in his Way 
he laid Siege to Bethſura, a ſtrong Town, which not 
long before held out againſt his General Lyfas. Antic- 
chus with great Fury attacks the Place, which made 3 
good Defence; for the Inhabitants by their bold Sallies 
Faru and diſorder'd his Engines, ſo that he ſpent much 
Time about it to no purpoſe. At laſt, Judas, who hal 
preſs'd the Cittadel with all his might, fearing the Beth- 
 furans ſhould be forc'd'to ſubmit to the ſuperior Force 
of the Enemy, left the Siege of the Cittadel and came to 
the Relief of Bethſura. Intending, if he could, to fur 
priſe the King's Forces, he march'd in the Night, and 
attacking one Quarter of the Army in the Dark, he kills 
four thouſand; and ſtruck a Terrour into the whole 
Camp. The next Morning, notwithſtanding their Num- 
bers, and the terrible Appearance of the Elephants, J* 
das gives them Battle, in which Elazer, the Brother © 


Judas, 
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Judas, rform'd an Act of wonderful Bravity ; - for ſee- 
2 an Elephant larger than the reſt with the Royal 
Arms, and thinking the King had been upon him: 


He ruſh'd into the _— of the Enemies, killing 
all that ſtood in his Way, and under the Bel 
ly of the Elephant, he thruſt his ws 1 into his Body,; 
the Beaſt fell, and he himſelf was cruſh'd to Death 
with the Fall. But how reſolute and Brave ſoever the 
* were, they were ſo overpowred by the unequal 
umbers of the King's Troops, that they were forc d to 
retire to Jeruſalem. - Whereupon Antiochus dividing his 
Army, with one part carried on the Siege of Bethſwra, 
ind with the other himſelf march'd to Jeruſalem. The 
Bethſurans ſeeing no proſpect of Relief from their Friends 
ſurrendred the Town upon Terms, and no Acts of Ho- 
ſtility were offer d to them. From Bethſura: the King's 
Forces march to A where Judas. had ſhut up 
bimſelf and Friends in the Temple. They defended the 
Pace with great Reſolution, and muſt inevitably hade 
ſurrendred or been taken by Storm for, Want of Provi- 
ſion, if a lucky Accident had not reliev d them; which 
thus fell out. ” Whilſt King Antiochus and | Lyfias were 
buſy in reducing the Fews, Philip, whom the old King 
had conſtituted Regent during the young King's Mino- 
tity, returning from Media and Perfia with àn Army, 
uſarp'd the Government of the Kingdom. Whereupon 
Hſias advis'd the King to grant the Jeus Peace, and 
permit them to be govern'd by their own Laws, that he 
might with more ſafety look after his awn Affairs. This 
Propoſal pleas'd the King, who immediately ſent to offer 
Nice to _ ews, who readily accepted of it; which | 
being ratified by Oath, they came ont of the Temple. 
But when endo had _— the Temple, and ſaw 
the Strength of the Wall, that incompaſd-it, contrary 
to his Oath he caus'd the Walls and Fortifications to he 
demoliſh'd. Then depoſing Oxias, he made Alcimus 
High Prieſt in his Room, and took Onias along with him 
to aich, whither he haſtned, and found Philip had 
8 x. made 
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made himſelf Maſter of the * but giving! n Bartl 
he recover d it. 12 411 
Antiochus Eupater did des fit long on chen Throne 
46 Demetrius Philopater, the Son of Seleucus, 
from Rome to Syria by Sea with Forces, ſeiz d the ban 
of Tripolis; and hv poſſeſs d himſelf of a great Part 
of the Kingdom, he entred AAtioch ; where the Army ſe 
'curd Antiochus'and. Lyfias, with. Intent to deliver then 
up to Demetrius: But, he refuſing to:ſee them, th 
Were put to Death by the Soldiers, and Demetrius too 
Poſſeſ of all the Kingdom. 
Alci mut, tom Antiochus Eupater had created High 
Miet, and who had voluntarily defiled himſelf at the 
Time when the Jews mix d with the Gentiles, and was 
' thereby become unworthy of the Prieſthood, of Which he 
bad bee deprived, to inſinuate himſelf into the Favour 
of 'Demerrius, accuſed Judas the Maccabee and his Party 
-of carrying on the War, of exciting Sedition, of being 
Enemies to the Kings of Syria, and of perſecuting his 
faithful Servants. Then advifing Demetrius to ſend ſome 
Perſon . tooJulza- to inquite into the Poſture of Affain 
"Demetrius. gave that Commiſſion to Bacchides, a Favourite 
of Antiochus Epiphanes, à very powerful Man, and Pre- 
tor of Meſoporamia; and recommending Alcimus to him, 
ie gave him Power to treat Judas and his Followers a 
he pleaſed. Then confirming Alcimus in the Prieſthood, 
he and Bicchides at the Head of an armed Force arrive in 
Judea. The Doctors of the Law, meeting together to 
odnſult what to do on this Occaſion, at laſt agree to wait 
on Bacchides and Alcimus to offer Peace. Being promiled 
ſafe Conduct they accordingly attend; but the treache- 
rous Alcimm having got them in his Power; cauſed ſixty 
two of them to! be ſeiz'd and put to Death in one Day 
*contrary to his Word given them. This Perfidy incensd 
che People, and made them more cautious. However Ba- 
i chides;. — had the Power in his Hands, 


ut Alci mi 


into Poſſeſſion of the Country, and left Troops to ſupport} 
. Alcimus being — of Juden made a \ great 
Slaughter 
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Slaughter! of the Few that were not for, him. .._7#das 
openly declared againſt Alcimms, and ſtood upon his: De- 
fence ; and Alcimus being ſenſible that his Party was not, 
the moſt powerful, thought it moſt expedient to return 
to the King, to get Force to ſtrengthen his. Intereſt 3 205 
being arrived at Court he charged Jade. ap his Fol- 
lowers with many Crimes: Which Accuſation being heard: 
in prejudice of Judas and his Friends, Demerrim ſent 
Manor, one of the prime Men of his Court, With Or- 
ders to ſeize Judas, to deſtroy-all his Party, and. to ſet up 
Alcimus. Nicanor coming ta Feraſalem, Fun e 
he came in a friendly manner to let them know. the goo 

he Jews, they were ſu cre- 
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ſelf juſt ready to fall into the Enemy's Hands, ..rathex, che 
be a Reproach 40; his Nation by fuhmitting, to ,chele inks 
dels, he thruſt his Sword into his Body and digg! 11 
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1 VNicanor leaving Jeruſalem in 2 Rage, and breathing d 
F nothing but Revenge againſt the Jews, incamped at 
C | Village called Bethoron, Where he was join'd by ſeve::'WWisr 
Recruits from Syria. Judas was not long behind him | 
for he drew out of Jeruſalem, and with his little Arm: yl 
incamped at Adaſus within thirty Furlongs of the Enemy iſ: 
Though Jizdas's Army ſcarce deſerv'd that Name, (for it 
4 conſiſted of but one thouſand Men, and Nicanor's of 
1 nine thouſand) yet he was reſolved to give them Battle, 
4 truſting more to the Merits of his Cauſe, than Number, 
| of Men. Then in a ſhort Harangue at the Head of his 
. Troops he mots them not to be diſmay'd at the In- 
equality of their Numbers, but to conſider the Cauſe 
they foyght for; und falling on, a bloody Fight inſu'd; 
in which Nicanor the Enemy's General was killed, and 
his whole Army cut off, not one Man eſcaping. ' Judas 
victorious Troops proclaim?d their Succeſs to the Country 
by Sound of Trumpet wherever they came, which wa 
welcome News to the Fews. When they ſearch'd the 
Field, they found the Body of Nicanor, which carrying 
to Jeruſalem, Judas order d the Head to be hung upon 
the top of the Citadel, firſt cutting out the Tongue for 
the Blaſphtmy it had utter'd, which was thrown over the 
it Wall to the Fowls : After which they inſtituted a Feſtival 
| in Memory of this Victory on the thirteenth of the Month 
Adar, or Auguſt. About this Time died Alcimus the 
Hiph-Prieft, - who, attempting to demoliſh the old Wal 
which incompaſs'd the Prieſt's Apartmeat, was ftruck with 
a painful Diſtemper, of which he miſeraþly died. 
Aſter this the Fews remain'd abſolute Maſters of Jen. 
ape Fen Peace for ſome Time, and concluded an A. 
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iance with the Romans; but ſoon after Demetrius ſent 
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P but a handful in compariſon of the Enemy, {till retains 
his Zeal and Courage, and incourages his Men to, behave . 
themſelves as uſually under ſuch Diſadvantages; but they 
were ſo frighted at the Numbers of the Enemy, that 
many of them deſerted, till at laſt he had but eight hun- 
dred Men left. However, with theſe he reſolves to try 
his Fortune; and when his Soldiers adviſed him to retreat, 
and wait for a Supply, he with Diſdain anſwer'd. them; 
« God forbid that the Sun ſhould ever ſee me turn my 
« Back to my Enemies; for I will never ſtain the Glory 
« of our former Actions, gain d by ſo much Valour, by 
«an ignominious Flight. Then animating them with 


his own Example, he charg'd and broke the right Wing, 
where Bacchides in Perſon commanded, and perſu d them 
to the Mountains of Azolus; but having not Forces 
enough to keep the left Wing in play, that follow d and 
inclos d him. The Action was very hot and obſtinate on 
the Jeus ſide, who ſold their Lives at a dear Rate. At 
laſt Judas wholly incompaſs d and overpower'd: by the 
Enemy was kill'd ; and his Men thus depriy'd of their He- 
roick Leader were forced to fly. Simon and Jonathan 
having obtain d a Truce of Bacchides convey'd/their Bro- 
ther Judas's Body to the City of Modin, where they bu- 
ried it in their Father's Sepulchre, with all Funeral Ho- 
nour dug to the Memory of ſo brave a Man and excellent 
a Commander. 99 1. lia do 

The Syrian General by the Aſſiſtance of Judas Ene- 
mies ſoon made himſelf Maſter of the Country, and dif- 
poſed the Government into the Hands of only: ſuch as 
were Enemies to Judas's Friends, who were uſed with 
greater Barbarity than was ever practiſed ſince the Rey 
turn of the Fews from the Babyloniſh Captivity. In this 
miſerable Condition of Affairs, thoſe Jeus who perſe⸗ 
vered in their Integrity choſe Jonathan, Brother to Ju- 
das, their General: Which when Bacchides pnderſiood, 
he attempted by fair means to get him into his Power; 
but Jonathan and his Brother Simon having timely notice 
of it withdrew with their Friends out of his reach into 
the Deſert of Thecue, and _ to — 


7 
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they made a ſtand there. Bacchides ſoon after follow'g- 
them with all his Army; and Jonathan hearing of his 
Approach ſent his Brother John to convey the Baggage 
into the Country of the Nabutheans, who were their 
Friends: But on their March they were attack'd by the 
People of Medabab, who flew John and his Party, and 
carried off their Baggage. For which ſome time after 
Jonathan was reveng d of them; for ſurprizing them as 


they were making merry at a Wedding, he ſlew many of 


them, and forced the reſt to fly to the Mountains. Aſter 
which Jonathan and his Party returned to the River Jor- 


dan; whither Bacchides perſu'd them, and coming up 
with them on the Sabbath, ſuppoſing they would not 
violate the Religion of the Day, he thought to make an 
eaſy Conqueſt of them. But Jonathan incouraged his 
Men to diſpute it bravely, by ſhewing them the Danger; 


for the Enemy was in the Front, and the River in the 


Rear, ſo that they could hope for no Safety by running 


away. Then Praying to God for Succeſs they ingaged; 


and Jonathan ſeeing Bacchides very active in incouraging 
his Men made at him with all his Might ; but Bacchides 
declining ſhelter'd himſelf among his Soldiers. Jonathan 
finding the Enemy's Numbers too many, and being no 
longer able to ſtand them, with his Friends threw t hem- 
ſelves into the Water, and ſwam the Jordan, the Enemy 
not daring to perſue them. Upon which Bacchides re- 
turn'd to the Citadel of Fernſalem with the Loſs of near 
two thouſand of his Men.  SDERPF nod eim 


© Bacchides. being returned to Jeruſalem fortified the 
neighbotting-Towns, and put Garriſons into them; and 
r Ke for the Fidelity of the Inhabitants, he 
returned to the King, and the Country injoy' d Peace for 
two Years. During which Time Jonathan and his Party 
lived quietly ; but at the End of two Years his Enemies 
prevailed with Bacchides to return: Which when Jona- 
than had notice of, he ſlew the Adviſers of it, and with- 
drew with his Brother Simon and his Followers to Bet ha- 
Taga, à Town ſituated near the Deſert, where he fortified 
himſell. Bucehides perſues and beſieges him for ſome 
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Time; but Jonathan fallying in the Night made a great, 
0 among Bacchides's Men: His Brother Simon at- 


the ſame Time with another Party attack d them in ano, 
ther Quarter, burning their Engines, and putting many 


to the Sword. This Defeat ſo exaſperated Bacehides, 
that he vented his Malice on the Renegado Jews who, 


were the Occaſion of his Return and this Diſgrace. This 
laſt Defeat made Bacchides incline to an Accommodation ;, 
and therefore finding Jonathan and his Party would never. 


let him be quiet, and that it would be a tedious and diffi 


cult Work to reduce them, a Treaty was propoſed, and 
Bacchides took an Oath no more to moleſt the Fews, And; 
in perſuance of this Treaty, he reſtored to Jonathan the 
Prifonere of Judea, and never more returned into the; 
Country. 1 6215 E gen nos 0 Ns 710219 

The Wars being thus happily ended in Ju de a, Jour; 
5 


than lived very quietly at Machma, where he govern 


+4 


the People in Peace, and-adminilter'd Juſtice as Supreme, 


having a watchful Eye over the Deſerters of the Coun- 
try Religion. His Power was ſoon inlarged by an unex- 
pected Accident between two Rival Princes; for Alexax- 
der, a Son of Antiochus Epiphanes, coming into Sria, by, 
the Treachery of the Garriſon, who hated the haughty 
Temper of Demetrius, deliver'd up Prelemais. Deme 

trius hearing that Alexander had poſſeſſed himſelf of, Pte 

lemais prepares to recover it; in order to which -h 

thought it neceſſary to court Jonathan, who he thought 
at this Time might prove a dangerous Enemy; and theres 
fore he concludes an Alliance with him, for fear he 
ſhould join with Alexander. And to ingage him the more 
in his Intereſt, he gave him full Tower toxaiſe Forces, tg 
provide Arms, and order d the Hoſtages which were in 
the Citadel to be deliver d to him 
Upon the Offer of theſe Conditions Jonathan comes 
to Jeruſalem, and reads his Orders, which when the 
Garriſon and Renegadoes heard, they immediately obey'd, 
and delivered the Hoſtages. After which Jonathan pury 
ged the Garriſons of Bethſura and Jeruſalem; the later 


of which he fortified, building the Walls of ſquare Nang, 
8 a ME wn " = 
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the better to defend it againſt the Inſults of any Enemy. 


Beſides this, Demetrius made the Jews more advan- 
tageous Offers than at other Times they could have ex- 
ed : But Jonathan and the Jews, who had: ſuffered 
o much by the fickle and cruel Temper of Demetrius, 
did not believe him ſincere, but looked upon this Gene- 
roſity as an Act of Force and Neceflity ; and therefore 
they fided with Alexander, who, to incourage Jonathan 
and his Party to incline to his Intereft, promiſed to make 
Jonat han High-Prieſt. Demetrius too late ſees his Er. 
ror in his former Cruelty to the Jews, Who, though 
he promiſed them all the Privileges and Immunities ima- 
ginable, with the Reſtoration of their Religion, and what 
elſe they could deſire, ſtill inclin'd to Alexander, who, 
partly with mercenary Troops, partly with thoſe that re- 
volted in Syria, marches to meet Demetrius, whom he 
ſoon defeated and flew. 
Alexander being thus poſleſſed of Syria by the Death 
of Demetrius, writes to Prolomy, King of Egypt, and 
demands his Daughter Cleopatra in Marriage. Ptolemy 
readily conſented, and appointing Prolemais for the Place 
of Conſummation, brought his Daughter thither, givi 
her 2 Royal Portion. Jonathan the High-Prieſt is iel 
to the Wedding by Alexander, who received him with 
great Honour, and appointed him next to himſelf Prince 
and Chief of Juden. { 
Alexander did not long injoy this proſperous State; for 
Demetrius, the Son of the late Demetrius, reſolving to re- 
venge his Father's Death, and recover his Kingdom, came 
from Crete into Syria with an Army of Mercenaries. He 
ſoon gained over to his Intereſt 4pollonius Dauus, the 
Governor of Czlo-Syria, who enter d Judea to oblige 
Fonathan to quit Alexander's Party, and join with Deme- 
trius. Apollonius with his Army came to Jamnia, and 
fent a Challenge to Jonathan to leave the Faſtneſſes in 
the Mountains, and fight him in the Plains. Jonathan 
was ſo nettled with this, that he gathered ten thouſand 
Men, and taking his Brother Simon with him, marched 
direly to Joppr, which was garriſon d by * e 
| en. 
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Men. Jonathan preſently ſhut up the Place; but che 
people, fearing they - ſhould be taken by Storm, open- 
ed their Gates to him, Apollonius hearing of the Surs 
rendet of Joppe, reſolves to put a Stop to the Progreſs 
of the Jewiſb General, and taking three thouſand 
Foot ' marches to Joppe; then making a Faint, as if he 
would retreat, with Deſign to draw Jonathan into 
the Plain, he planted an Ambuſcade at the fame Time in 
the hollow Parts of the Country of a thouſand Horſe, 
by which he intended to incompaſs Jonathan. Jonathan 
was apprized of this Stratagem, and being reſolved to be; 
no longer brav'd by the Enemy formed his Army as ad- 
vantageouſly as the Time and Place would admit, gives 
the Command of Part of the Army to his Brother Symon, 
and incouraging his Soldiers to behave themſelves like 
Men, he cautioned them to forbear falling 'in with the 
Enemy at firſt, but to receive their Arrows with their 
Shields till the Enemy had ſpent them, and then to fall 
on. Apolloniuss Horſe, in whom he chiefly confided, 
degan a diftant Fight, diſchargitip continual Flights of 
Arrows from Morning tall Noon, Without any Execution. 
Smon ſeeing the Enemy weary with ſhooting, and their 
Arrows ſpent, with his Party attacks and routs them, 
whilſt Jonathan fell on their main Body, which ſoon gave 
Way. The whole Army of Apollontus thus broke fled 
over the Plain to Axotus, whither the Fews perſued them, 
and enter'd the Town with them. In this City Was a 
famous Temple of the Idol Dagon, into which the Sy- 
rians fled ; but Jonathan ſetting Fire to it burnt them 
and the Temple. The Number of -them that were ſhin 
in the Action, and burnt in the Temple of Dagon, 
amounted to eight thouſanxc. 1147 MYSIABR 
Aﬀer this Jonathan burnt and deſtroyed all the neigh- 
bouring Towtis about Azorus ; and marching to Afea+ 
Jon, with Deſign to beſiege it, the Inhabitants not dating 
to provoke the victorious Jews, came out with all the 
Shew of Friendſhip, offering an Alliance and cotifidera- 
ble Preſents to the General, who commending them for 
their good Will returns in Triumph to JEN 
447 0 * * vo WI 
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with the Spoils of the Enemy. - Alexander. hearing of: 
the Defeat of his General Apollonius, the better to mask Za 
his Hypocriſy ſends Meſſengers to Jonathan to congratu- ſen 
late his good Succeſs againſt Apollonius, wha, he 4 So! 
him, had acted without any Commiſſio in the late Affair, W. 
from him, at the ſame Time making Jonathan his Friend: an. 
and Ally, (as he called him) a Preſent of Jewels of con- thi 
ſiderable Value. ET. LETS SS 2 64S » bo & 2440 RTE 501 2 
Ahout this Time Ptolemy Philometer with a very great, the 
Naval and Land Force arrived in Syria, under Pretence MW elc 
of aſſiſting his Son- in-Law Alexander. In his March all It, 
the Towns as far as Azotus ſubmit to and receive him by. to 
Alexander's Order; and when he came to Azotus, the th 
People made great Complaint againſt Jonathan and his co 
Soldiers, who had. burnt the Temple of Dagon, and over- an 
run the Country with Fire and Sword. ProJemy gave di! 
them a patient Hearing, but promiſed: nothing, being un- hi 
willing to diſoblige Jonathan, who hearing of the Arri- nc 
val of Ptolemy, went out to meet him, and is honourably ſte 
and magnificently-.received by him; then accompanyi J 
him in his Way as far as the River El-utherus he — 7 

his Leave of him, and returned to Jeruſale. 
Ag Ptolemy was on his Way to Ptolemais, he narrowly ſu 
eſcaped an Ambulcade laid for him by Ammonius at the ſe 
Inſtigation of Alexander. Which being diſcovered, Pro- MW th 
lem) wrote to Alexander, and demanded Juſtice on the W 
Traytor; but Alexander declining it, Ptolemy. plainly th 
perceived Alexander was the Author of the Plot, for Pl. 


which he conceived an implacable Hatred againſt him, n 
and which ſoon terminated in his Ruin: For the People h 
grown weary of Alexander, at Antioch Ptolemy is courted A 
to accept the Government of Afia, which he modeſtly ti 
declining, adviſed them to accept of Demetrius, whom C 


they accepted, Ptolemy beſtowing his Daughter, whom cl 
he had before married to Alexander, on Demetrius. It 


Alexander ſtorms at this; and marching: from Cilicia with h 
a. great Army invades/Syria and the Country of Antioch e: 
with Fire and Sword. But Ptolemy, with his new Son- tl 


| inrLaw Demetrius, meets and gives him Battle, wherein de 
2717 5 Alexander = 
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Alexander is worſted, and forced ta fly to Arabia, where 
Zubelui, King of the Country, cut off his Head, and 
ſent it to Ptolemy for a Preſent. Ptolemy ſurvived his 
Son-in-Law but a ſhort Time; for he died of the 
Wounds he received in the laſt Action, five Days after, 
and Demetrius remained in peaceable Poſſeſſion of his Fa- 
thers Kingdom. n e nd 22 a Wl 
During theſe Tranſactions Jonathan had laid Siege to 
the Cittadel of Jeruſalem, and ſome of the Garriſon 
eſcaping by Night came and acquainted. Demetrius with 
it, who thereupon marched from Antioch with an Army 
to relieve it: And coming to Ptolemais, he ſent for Jona- 

than to appear before him there. However, Jonathan 
continued the Siege, but went attended with the Elders 
and Prieſts to Piolemais, carrying a large Preſent of Gold, 
Silver, and other valuable Things, with which he made 
his Peace with Demetrius, who treated him very ho- 
nourably, confirming him in the Prieſthood, and be- 
ſtowing on him the Government of Judea, Samaria, 
Joppe, and Galilee, with other neighbouring Towns, on 
Condition that he ſhould pay three hundred Talents. 
Affairs heing ſettled; in this Poſture, and Demetrius 
ſuſpecting no further Danger from any Enemies, firſt leſ- 
{ens the Soldiers Pay, and ſoon after disbanded moſt of 
them, keeping in. Þay{.only thoſe Foreigners who came 
with him from Crete. This procured him the Hatred of 
the Army, who from other Kings, though in the moſt 
profound Peace, received their full Pay. This Opportu- 
nity one Tryphon, a Commander under Alexander, lays 
hold on/; and which che the more eaſily improv'd by the 
Aſſiſtance. of Malchus the Arabian, who had young Au- 
tioc hui, othe Son of the late King Alexander, under his 
Care. 0:Tryphon with: much Difficulty prevails with. Mal- 
chus toeliver the young Prince to him, whom," accord- 
ing te hit Promiſe, he proclaimed King. Jonathan laid 
hold ot this Opportunity to ask Leave of Demetrius to 
expel thoſe who ere in the Cittadel of Jeruſalem, and 
the other Fortieſſes of Judea, concluding that Demetrius 
to keep him im his Intereſt would refuſe him nothing. 
747 6 | 
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Demetrius granted his Requeſt; but on Condition that he 
ſhould fend him Succours. Jonathan ſends three thouſand 
Men to Antioch, who did Demetrius great Service; for the 
Antiochians taking Arms, the Jews ſo well behaved them- 
ſelves, and defended' Demetrius, that he owed his Life to 
them on this Occaſion. But this Demetrius ſoon forgot; 
for he broke his Promiſe with Jonathan, and threatned 
him with military Execution, if he did not pay the Tri- 
bate uſually paid to his Predeceſſors. This he had cer- 
tainly done, had he not been prevented by Tryphoy, 
againſt whom he was forc'd to march with the Army he 
had prepared to chaſtiſe Jonathan. Trypbon returning 
from Arabia with young Antiochus, ſet the Diadem on 
his Head; upon which the Syrian Troops, that had been 
put out of pay by Demetrius, revolted to Autiochus, 
ho in one Battle recovered the City of Antioch. Then 
Antiochus ſending Letters to Jonathan, compliments him 
With the Title of Friend and Ally, confirms him in the 
Prieſthood and the four Governments which had been 
formerly granted, and many other Frivileges. Beſides, 
he appointed Simon, Jonathan's Brother, Governour of 
the Coaſt from the City of 'Tyre to the Frontiers of 
Egypt. Jonathan not a little pleaſed with theſe Pro- 
ccedings, ſends Meſſengers back to Autiochus and Try 
Phon, aſſuring them of his Friendſhip, and that he would 
— join them againſt Demetrius as the Common 
Jonathan ſoon let Antiochus ſee how uſeful his Intereſt 
was to any Prince that confederated with him; for ha- 
wing obtain d leave of Antiochus he went thro' Syria and 
Phœnicia liſting Soldiers. When he came to Aſcalon the 
People met him with great Preſents; whom he invited, 
us he had done the other Cities of Cwlo-Syri a, to relin- 
quich Demetrius, and join Antiochus. From thence he 
went-to-Gaza, where he met with different Sutcels, for 
contrary to his Expectation they ſhut their Gates againſt 
Him, declaring for Demetrius. Upon this Jonathan laid 
Siege to the Place, which the more eaſily to force to 
Field, with a' Detachment he rarages the neighbouring 
* Towns 
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Towns with Fire and Sword. The People of Gaza ſees 
ing the preſent Calamity, and by reaſon of the Diſtance 
deſpairing of preſent Relief from Demetrius, ſubmit to 
Jonathan ; taking Ho from them for the Per- 
tormance of the Conditions. ſent them to Jeruſalem; 
and marching on, he took in the Country as far as Da- 
maſcus. At this Time Simon took the City of Bethſura. 
Demetrius hoping to put a Stop to the growing Great» 
neſs of Jonathan, ſent an Army into Judea, "which yo 
nathan ingag'd: In the Beginning thoſe that fled at firſt 
routed the Enemy, and return'd victorious to Fe 5 
Then he renewed the Alliance with the Romans and La- 
cedemonians ; and being inform'd that Demetrius s Gene- 
rals were return'd againſt him with a greater Army than 
the former, he met them in the Country of. the Ama- 
thites ; but the Enemy in a great Conſternation retird by 
Night, and Jonathan made Excurſions into the Co 
of the Arabs; after which his Brother Simon poſſeſi d 
himſelf of Joppe, and Jonathan repair d the Walls of Je- 
ruſalem, and built a Fortreſs. „ toobroaug 
Tryphon, who had no other Aim than his own Intereſt 
in getting young Antiochus into his Hands, having long 
waited for an Opportunity, found it impracticable to put 
his wicked Deſigns in Execution till now. For Deme- 
trius being very much weaken'd in Syria, and his Affairs 
by a late Defeat in Parthia going on very ill in other 
Parts, Tryphon thinks this the lucky Juncture to declare 
himſelf ; but again he conſider'd, that ſo long as Jona- 
than continued in the young King's Intereſt, it would be 
to no purpoſe to declare himſelf. Wherefore Tryphon 
repair'd to Bethſan, (which the Greeks call Scythopolis) 
where Jonathan met him with an Army of forty thou- 
land Men. Tryphon, finding him ſo well prepar d, ſaw 
there was no attacking him by Force, and therefore made 
uſe of this Stratagem : He tells him that now Demetrius 
was reduc'd to ſo low a Condition, that he was no lon- 
er able to give them any trouble, there was no 
ccaſion of keeping up an Army; adviſing him to di 
miſs his, and-referving only three thouſand Men, to ſend 
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two of them to Galilee, and keeping the other thouſand 


with him, to go and take Poſſeſſion of Ptolemais, which 
he would deliver to him, and inveſt him with the ſole 
Command. Jonathan ſuſpecting no Treachery, does as 
Trypbon ad vis d, and attended only with a thouſand Men, 
"accompanies him to Ptolemais; where they no ſooner 
entred, but the Garriſon ſhut the Gates upon, them, 
ſeiz'd Jonathan, and put his Men to the Sword. Tryphon 


having thus treacherouſly over-reach'd Jonathan, dif. 


patch d a Party of Foot and Horſe into Galilee, to put to 
the Sword all that were of Jonathan's Party; not doubt- 
-ing of:an eaſy Conqueſt, now they were without a Ge- 
neral. But he ſoon found himſelf miſtaken ; for Simon, 
Jonathan's Brother, was ſoon inveſted with that Com- 
mand, and prepared to receive them. Upon this Try phon 
march'd with his Army into Judea, taking Jonathan 
with him, and ſent to Simon for his Brother's two Song, 
under pretence of releaſing Jonathan. Simon readily 
conſented, and to. incline the Traitor the more, ſent a 
hundred Talents with them. But Tryphon no ſooner had 
them in his Power, but he put them and their Father 
to Death; after which he return'd into his Country, 
vrhere he murder'd King Antiochus, and poſſeſs'd himſelf 
- of the Kingdom. Simon having recovered his Brother's 
Body, erected a ſtately Monument of Marble at Modin, 
wherein he inclos'd the Bones of his Father and Bre- 
__-:thren. n 2 141 | 

The Affairs of Judea began now to put on a_ more 
peaceful Aſpect, than they had hitherto done; for Simon 
having concluded an Alliance with Demetrius, intirely 
delivered his Nation from the Yoke of the Gentiles; for 
in the firſt Lear of his Pontificate and Command, be 
took off the Tribute, which the People had hitherto 
- paid to the Macedonians ; and to perpetuate the Memo- 
ry of theſe noble Acts of Simon, it was decreed, that all 
private Inſtruments and publick Records ſhould bear date 
from ſuch a Year of Simon's Pontificate and Reign. After 
this he took the Cities of Gaza, Jeppe and: Jamnia, re- 
covered all the ſtrong Holds, and had the- Cittadel of 
073 | We 
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happy Condition, Antioch Brother o Demetrius 
0 being reſtored to the Throne of Hria, confirm d N 
in the Sovereignty, over all Judea; and he in geturn ſent 
him a Re- inforcement of Men to, make War upon the 
» I Uſurper Tryphon,,. who ſhut himſelf up in Hora; bu 
fnding he Was not likely to hold that Place long, he fled 
to Apamia, where he met with worſe Fortune, for the 
* Town being taken by Storm, he was ſlain. 
 Antiochus, who was naturally covetous, ind fotgetful 
y of the Benefits be had receiv'd, broke.the Treaty. of Al- 
lance he had made, with Simon, requiri . him 2 
Joppe, Caxara, and other Places, or elle to pay him a 
" WW thouſand Talents of Silver. Simon refuſed theſe Condi- 
f tions; upon which Antiochus ſant, an, Army under. the 
Command of his Friend Cendeleus, to reduce Fudea: Si- 
mon, tho far advanc'd in.Years, , with, a juvenile Courage 
prepares to give them a Army Leception, and Lending his 
Lens before with, a | 5's Body of n takes 2 Com- 
paſs wha 10 mn dy of the Army, planting Ambuſ< 
cades Paſſes of the Country. Things thus re- 
1 gularly ae d L a his Expectation; for as oon 
4 Judds, and. Hircanus, Simon's Sons, * . d, Cende- | 


. 120 Army fled, and the Fews porſuing them, cut off a 


m 
4 dee Shimon, rehewed his. Alliance; with 


e Romans, and continued in Peace. But in the eighth 


Te his, Reign he was barh 1 murder by the 


ry of his Son-in-Law 5 whom he had, ap- 
0 * of be Plains of Jericho. . Many 


18 am! itio ape to make himfelt 
he Country, laid id bo pf the rr 
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when Simon and his Sons Mattathiat atid Judas were 
viſiting the Cities, and having invited them to an Enter- 
taimnent in a Fort which he had built, Be treacheronſh 
cauſed them to be murdered: And intending to make 
ſure Work at the fame Time, he ſent Men to Gazari to 

ill ohn Hircanus; Simon's third Son, and attempted to 
gain the Army and City of Jeruſalem by Corruption: 

Hircanus having received the News 'of the Mutder 

of his Father and Brothers, was prepared to receive hi 
intended Murderers, and upon their Arrival at Gazara 
had them difpatch'd, and ſucceeded his Father Simon in 
= Pontificate and general Command. 
In the firſt Year of his Reign Antiochus Sidetes (who 
is alſo called Sorer, and Antiochus the Good) King of 
Syria invaded Judea with a powerful Army; and ravs 

ing the Country, fore d Hircanus into Jeruſalem, 
where he cloſely beſieg'd him. Antjochus ules all the 
Force atid Stratagem he was Maſter of to reduce the 
Place; which he ney not have done, if the beſieged 
had not wanted Proviſtons, which obliged Hircanus to 
treat with him, who"; granted the Jeu the Liberty of 
Hving according to” hs own Laws and Religion, on 
Condition they ſhould: lay down their Arms and reſtore 
the Tribute of ep , and all the Cities without FJudeu; 
and pay him belle hve hundred Talents; three hun- 
dred down,” and Hoſtages for the Payment of the othet 
Two. This Treaty being concluded, Antiochus 5 
Feruſalem, where Arcane receiv d him with great Po 
and Splendor, and afterwards ſent fome Tops 0 
bim to the Parthian War; where Antiochus' beit — 
come and fin by Hvſtices King of Purthiu, his Brother 
Demetrius, who had been long a priſoner in Par- 
thia, being let at Liberty, is r fored to the Throne of 


Syria.” 
The Jews, whe! by oehar were bitten Tabus 
ries to the Kings of Hria, did not long continue fo; for 


the Death of Antiochus, Hircanus not only ſhook 

off che Srian Yoke; but catried the War into in 'Cou 
ny, the Cities and Towns of which be bee malt 
very 
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very much unptovided of Gatriſons, by the great 
Dravglits of Men the are of Hria had made for their 
foreign Expeditions. - Nor was he * miſtzken in his Con- 
Pane for he with eaſe ſubdued the Cities of Mſet haba, 
Samgas Sebem and Garixim, deſtroyed the T e of 
the Samaritans, which Sunbullue, by the 1 of 
Alexander the Great, had built in en of his Son in 
Law, Matiaſſeh. He fikewiſe' took Ader and. Mariſſa, 
Cities of Idumea, and obliged the People to be 1 


cis d or depart the Country? Which rather than do, th 
not only fubmitted to be kues 'd, but entertain d a 
other Jewiſh Nites. After this, he renews the Allian 
with the Romans, with much greater Advantages 
uſually.” He opened Dauid's Lomb, took from thence 
three thouſand” Talents, and was the firſt native Govet- 
nour of the Jeu chat ent d Foreigners in his Pay. 
In fine, he*govern'd the Jew? tr Peace nine, and twent 
Years, 'and left the High' Prieſthogd- and Sovereignty. to 
his Son Judas Ariſtobulus: Who was the firſt that took 
upon him, in a formal Manner, the Title of King, by 
putting 2 Diadem on his Head. He was a Prince of 2 
bloody Diſpoſition, for he impriſoned his Brethren, ex- 
cept Antigonus, for whom he ſeem'd to have à peculiar 

El Eſteem and Affection, and aſſociated him ol the Throk 
Having a Jealouſy that his Mother was a ſecret Rival of 
his Power, he confin'd her to Priſon, where the was Ha- 
miſh'd. At laſt he begat to cool In his Affection to his 
below d Brother and Favourite,” Autigonut, which was 


agpravated very much; by am unlucky Beste For Au. 
tigonus returning in I 'from, the Wart, at 2 Time 


when the Peöple -were-celebratirig the F 2 of Taherna- 


cles, his Brother Ar e bel then K, he went 
met id and Well at by 


to the Temple ſplendi 
ſacrificè * Succeſt 's Health o the 55 
15 5 Minder 


the; ders 
his'Brochet. ' Some, 4 pr 
ons, berwebn' the 
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he moſt a tir 
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5 ae 0 2 ac Tho 1 fect pre! did not at 
s 22 Jule . es 1 rhs Poſſibility 
them, to 1 8 and conſu thi: own. Safe- 
F = his. Solis to conceal the: Ives in an 
obſcure. Crs. 0 if his Brother, paſs d by. without 
Arms, to let, him go quietly; but if he came armed, 
then to Kill him; 2 ſending word Privately the ſame Time 
Ly his Brothe fan got to.come;.armed into his Preſence. On 
e 221 the een, who had done all the il 
a Meer 6 Foal in age and N Jealouſies 
b paces, ers, . perſuaded the: Meſſenger, which 
Fu Pr to Antigone, to tell him that the King 
to ſee him arm d. Antigonus ſuſpecting no 
ll. was coming, arm'd 4 the King, but at S 
Fe be was;murder'd This and the other unnatunl 
lurders of his Mother 24 5 Brethren, ſo affected his 
onſcience, x he died of Grief, having reigned only 
one Year. . He added urea to his Don be. and com- 
led the e to f fab to Circumcili on. and other 


1 FIG Lee 
ea Ws. "being dead, h 11 ife. Salome put * Scep- 
tre me HE, Hand s of 1 eldeſt Brother, Alexander Jan- 
neuf. eu Was put — the, Succeſſion, not for 
wg f TD = Gin bg 1 hecpule his: Father loved 
bis other 5g 409 on the. 2 he 
began to, call 52 5 Hier 1 bon Ub a n ain one 


bs n 50 ao 5 \;derhrope; him, he dis- 
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Book VII. of he HlohnBible. 
ſuring him, that upon his Artival; Zyilui, the People of 
Gaxa; Riolemuu and Sdbn would join him Prolomy. 
puffed up. with great 1 ectation from cheſe Promiſes, 
brepares for Syria a the Opinion of ois Friends) 
who diſſuaded him from this Expeditibng by ur urging, 
that his Enemies, particularly his Mother Cleopatray 
would take all Advantages'againſt him, ind take 
Cyprus from him. But = was deaf: to: their» Neaſons, 
and haſten d to "Syria ;\: where; notwithſtandingy on his 
Way he heard'of the taking Ptolemais, he:continuedihis. 
March with an Army of thirty thouſand Foot und Hoxle? 
Incampi n Ptolemais, he iſent Meſſengtrs tor thei 
Town, h were not admitted; nor could he get an 
Anſwer from thence. This gave him great Pefplexity. g 
but Zoilus and the Gazeans joining him, they Hell to ra- 
vaging the Country. (1% 0945 anived Nn 
Alozanter revoining; Ine; began to: caſt! about with: 
himſelf how to gain his point by Policy; which he cou'd: 
not by Foree. Firſt he privately: invited C at his 
Intereſt, at the ſame Time openly proſeſſing himſelf a 
Friend to Ptolemy, whom he called Friend and Confede- 
rate, and promis d him four hundred Talentig of diver- 
if he would deliver up Zoilus, and add hiꝭ Dominion to 
that of the Jews. Ptoleniy, lüke an eaſy Pringe, ſWal- 
lowed the Bait, and ſeiz 4. Zoitas; but finding himſelf 
impos d on by Alexander, and diſcovering'the Intrigue 
betweer kim and his Mother Cleopatra, he broke: Friend 
ſhip! with him, and march'd with his Army: tor! 
Prolemdii.) The Place holding out agaliſt him, 
block dlit vg; and with Pärt of his Army: age 255 
Country. this Alexander with an Army of 


ür. 
(ſome ſay/eighty) thouſand Men, march d to op 3 | 
the 


but: beſoie hei could come dere Ptolemy: 

Advantage of the Sabbath, ſurpriz'd e e 

of Galilee, arid carried of tem t üuſand Priſoners, Helides. 

much Plunder. Then guing- om to meet Alexander, the 
two Armies ingag'd near the River Jordan, where Alex 


duden s Arm yo was: routed; and thirty thouſfand killd on 


chei Spotu mien made no uſe of this Victory, but to 
dai S 7. ſhe w 
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ſhew his Cruelty, which he expreſs d in-that-barbarous 
Inſtance of ma aering the Women and Children, and 
cauſing their Fleſh to be boil'd in Cauldrons, to make 
the Jews believe that his Army lived on humane Fleſh, 
This he did ane the gester Terror into = Bus 
mies. 1 "+ 
95 His Mother ee ut it Time to beck Th 
Son's growingiGreatneſs, chongh ſetting out ſrom Egypt 
with a 1 Naval and Land Force, 1he landed in 
Pheniciaz" was well received by the Inhabitants, and laid 
Sicge to Nrolemait. In the mean Time Ptolemy beliey- 
1 would be eaſy for him to recover Egyt in the 
of his Mother and her 2 left ria to re- 
mir thither ; but not {ucceeding, he Was oblig d to 
paſs the Winter at Ga. 
Cleopatra er, 1 TOY Ae — 
met — there w t Preſents, and was honourably 
* by ber, as a Abele Prince that fled to her for 
Alexander thus in Cleopatra's Power, it 
1 whether it would not be more expedient to 
dee his Dominions, than _ ſo dangerous and weal- 
thy-a Neighbour to injoy The generous Ananiat, 
Commander of Cleopatra's. Fbreis, oppos d this inhoſpi- 
table Propoſal, declaring it a ſcandalous and diſhonoura- 
ble AR, to abuſe a Prince and Kinſman of the Queen's 
who fled to her for Protection. In fine, Cleopatra gene- 
rouſly concluded an Alliance with Alexander; aſter 
which he took Gaz and other Places; but forgetting 
his own late * ” uſed the Inhabitants with 'great 


Cruelty, ing them to the Sword. His 
2 li e — to his bwn Countrymen, who 
du Mutinies ; 


his - Abſence had occaſioned Fs 
put to Death, to the Number thouſand; 
which fo: — the reſt, that they — 2 in Deme/ 
trius Euceres, King of . Damaſcys, to their Aſſiſtance, 


vrho cut in Pieces all "Alexander's Soldiers FS 


Strangers... * 3 „f soi! 
Alexander thus depriv'd of his Ms forcd 


to fly to the- Mounnaing * fix choyſsngFews, " 
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ing his Misfortune,. join d him, With this Reinforcement 


he retrieved his Affairs, ſubdued the Rebels, and returu- 
ed to where he glutted his revengeful Eyes 


with the moſt horrid Scene of Cruelty that was ever acted 
by Man: For regaling himſelf at a Banquet in a ve 
high Part of the, Palace, where there was an open Proſ- 
pot every Way, he ordered eight hundred Men that 
been his Enemies to be fixed to Croſſes, and their 
Wives and Children to be maſſacred before their Faces. 
This abominable - Cruelty procured him the Name of 
Alexander Thracides. The reſt of the Rebels to the 
Number of eight thouſand, fearing the ſame Fate, by 
Night withdrew from Jeruſalem, and during Alexander's 
Reign lived in Exile. e e „ 
The Civil Wars thus over, Alexander attack d his 
Neighbours, took ſeveral Towns, and very much in- 
larg d his Dominions Then returning from this 5 701 
tion, which took up about three Years, he was well re- 
ceiv d by his People; but injoyed not that Felicity long, 
for falling ſick of a Debauch, he laboured under a quar- 
tan Ague three Years ; which, however, did not much 
obſtruct his military Undertakings. At laſt quite exhau- 
ſed, he was forced to ſubmit to Fate at the Siege of Ra- 
gaba, on the other Side the Jordan. A little» before his 
Death he ordered his Wife Alexandra, whom he left Re- 
gent, to conceal his Death for ſome Time from the Army, 
that it might not hinder the Siege; and that when ſhe 
had taken the Place, ſhe ſhould return in Triumph to 
Jeruſalem : Where the chief Thing he adviſed her to, 
was to court the Phariſees, a very powerful Sect among 
the Jews, and who could by their Intereſt advance or 
depreſs, whom, they pleaſed. Then adviſing her to ſum- 
mon the chief of the People, he bid her ſhew them his 
dead Body, and offer it to them to do what they pleaſed 
with it, either out of Honour or Revenge; and to aſſure 
them ſhe would do nothing in the Adminiſtration with- 
ont their Advice and Conſent... rt. 
Alexandre, after the Neduction of Ragaha, returned 
to Jeruſalem and Pn d Hiro of 
3 3 er 


"> ww 


her aying Husband, which ſucceeded to her Wiſh; for 
all pitied the Widow-Queen, and deplored the Loſs" 
their King; "whoſe Funeral hey honour d with wore than 
uſual Pol pand Solemnity.” pag 
Alexander left behind him two Sons, . and 
Ariſtobulus; but his Wife Alexandra procur d to have 
Her If declared Queen, made Hircanus High-Prieſt, ahd 
left Ariſtabiulus to lead a —_— Life. The Name of the 
Government was indeed inveſted in the Queen Regent, 
but th A iiiniſtrati Intirely in the Power of the Pha- 
Tiſees, Who lorded it with Sear Inſolence over thoſe a 
gainſt whom they had any Spight; till at laſt they began 
to draw Blood; which rouz d the active Genius of Ari- 
ſtobulus, who being | back'd by ſeveral of Condition and 
Figure among the Jews, complain'd publickly of the 
Abuſes of Government, and threatned to call che Pharj- 
ſees to account. But notwithſtanding / theſe Clamoum, 
the Queen perſiſted in her Confidence of the Phariſees, 
putting into heir Hands all the Places of Stretigth i in her 
'Pominions, except the ſtrong Caſtles of Hireania, Alex- 
andrion, and Macheruns, where mae bac ſecured her 
greateſt Treaſure. 
About this Time News was brought: ct Tis ranes, 
| King of Armenia, had invaded Syria with an A of 
five hund red 7518 Men, and that he would ſoon be 
in 7 his p put che Queen and all the Jeus into 
terrible Fright : *. herefore they immediately diſpatch'd 
an Apiblſicor rs with: Preſents of great Value to court 
aſhip, and divert his Deſign of attacking them. 
150 found Tigranes' laying cloſe Siege ro Prolemiy, 
Where he received them kindly, *commended-their For- 
war diefs f in app | ying to him, and iſſured them of ' his 
ood Thcljnations. Ptolemmis being taken, Trgvanies i is 
Informed, that Lucu lis, the Roman General, In his Per- 
"Tait of Mithridates, Was fallen into Arminia: „put teing the 
Countty under military Execution. Upon this Tighaves 
was forced to return to cover his own "Comntry, which 


from” that Quarter. 
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removed the' fear the 19 e conceived of en Invaſian 


w. 


rd 


canus's Unfitneſs to govern, ſeizes ſeveral ſtrong _— 
and r to have himſelf declared King aſter 
Death; 


to Ariſtobulus, Hirchnus betook himſelf to a Caſtle for 


Brothers, in a great Concourſe of People in the Tem 
Tho' Hircanus was of a quiet Diſpoſition, and affect 
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» Toward the End of this Queen's Reign, Ariftobul 


takes the Advantage of her Sickneſs, and his Brother His 


1 
, * 
- 


which ſoon after this happened, in the ninch 


Year of her Reign, and the ſevefty third of her- Age. 
Alexandra being dead, Ariſtobulus declared War agaitiſt 
his Brother FHertanus, and in the Plains of Jericho 


prepared to ingage; when Hirranus Soldiers . 


ſafety. Upon this they came to Treaty, and it was 
agreed, that Ariftobulits ſhould be King, and Hircimus 
ſuffered to live quietly in the Injoyment of his own 
private Fortune. This Treaty was confirm'd by pub- 


lick Sanction and mutual Imbraces between the twb 


ed à retired Liſe; yet there were not wanting thoſe 


of a more turbulent Spirit to rouze his flothful Genius, 


with Hopes of recovering his Right. Amongſt theſe, 
Anti pater was tlie moſt forward ;' Be was naturally very 
factious, and an Enemy to Ariſtobulus, and Being G- 
vernour of Idumea, was very powerful and wealthy, by 
which Means he had the Arabs, "Gitveans and Aſtalo- 
niter always at his Devotion. He perſdaded-Hircanus'tb 
go to Aretas, King of Arabia, and "deſire ſucoburs of 
kim; which he obtain'd- upon Promiſe, that Hircunnt 
ſhould” reſtore to him the Towns Which Alexander: his 
Father had taken. This was agreed, and Hirtamit r- 
turning with thoſe Auxiliaries is ſoon reinforeed by the 
Fews, Who came to join him.  Ariftobulus ſeeing hin- 
elf -covermatch'd':durſt not venture à Battle, but tired 
to Jeruſalem; whither Hircanus follows and -bebeges 
Him; But Scaurus, Pompeys Lieutenant in Hria being 
gain d to Ariſtobulusis Intereſt, commanded King Aretas 
to draw off, on Pain of being declared an:Eneinyrtoithe 
Poeple of Rome. The. King durſt not diſobey, put rad 
the! Siege; Which "14#:/tobalus . 
Tua 9 1 cat 


as ACompleat Hifloy Book VII 


Rear in the Retreat, and cut off about ſeven thouſand I} aus 
afcbls Mag :i;| bot rl go „ 

Not Jong after, Pompey came into Syria, and took up wh 
his Reſidence at Damaſcus, where he was attended by Fri. 
Ambaſſadors from Syria, Egypt and Judea, all loaded En 
with Preſents of ; prodigious Value. Nor were Hircanms Pon 
and Ariſtobulus wanting in this Part, each of them ſend- to 
wg his. Deputy: Ant:pater appearing for the firſt; and pro 
Nicodemus for the later. Pompey ue them a patient Ga 
Hearing, who declared againſt the Government of King, W ſtod 
it being the native Cuſtom and Right of the Fews to ling 
under no other Adminiſtration, but that of the Prieſts of W Jer 
their God. Hircanus complain'd of the Injuſtice done Inh 
him, who being the elder Brother, was deprived of the 
Prerogative of Primogeniture by Ariſtobulus ; who had 
confined him to a ſcanty Portion; below the Dignity of ¶ out, 
his Birth; his Brother having uſurped the reſt ; adding 
beſides, that he was a dangerous Enemy to the, neigh- 
bouring Nations, whom he frequently infeſted. with In» WW adn 
curſions and Plunderings, entertaining Pirates in his Ser- I him 
vice at Sea, and if Care was not taken, might in Time 
cauſe a Revolt of the Nation. All theſe Articles were 
atteſted by a thonſand Jews, whom Antipater: had for 
that purpoſe prepared. Ariſtobulus in defence of him- 
ſelf, urged, That his Brother was put by the Govem- 
ment for his Ineptitude to reign, by which he grew ſo 
contemptible among the People, that himſelf was forced 
t take the Adminiſtration upon him, to preſerve. the 
Right-in their Family. This he atteſted by a parcel. of lence 
Rakes and Fops. Pompey having heard both Sides, re- | 
ferred the Determination of the Controverſy till his com- 
ing into Judea, ordering them in the mean Time to live 


* 


Ariſtobulus, perceiving that Pompey did not approve 
of his e Eroceadings heſen'd back to Judea, and | the * 
ſhut himſelf up in the ſtrong Fortreſs! of Alexandrion; Con- 
At which. Poinpey was To. offended, that taking the Army If he le 
which: he intended againſt the Nabatheans, and ſome f away 
* hh auxiliary Nardi 
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auxiliary! Troops of Sri, he marched againſt Ariſtobu- 
Ius.' Pompey lends to Ariſtobulus:to, appear before, him; 
which he unwillingly., did, but was:perfuaded: by his 
Friends, to have a Care how he made che Romans hig 
Enemies. Upon his Submiſſion he was received, and 
Pompey ſet a Guard over him; but ſending Gabizivs 
to Jeruſalem to receive the Money which Ariſſobulut 
promiſed, the Jews. of Arxiſtobuluss Faction ſhut the 
Gates againſt him, tho' their Chief was in Pompeys Cu: 
ſiody. \ This obſtinacy ſo; ſtomached Pompey, that doub- 
ling the Guard. OVEr. Ar iſtobulus, he went in Perſon ets 
Jeruſalem; where there was a great Diviſion among the 
Inhabitants, who were very irreſolute what: Meaſures to 
take ; ſome being of Opinion to deliver up the City to 
Pompey : But Ariſtebulus's Faction were; for. ſbutti im 
out, and preparing ſor War, becauſe, he kept, their nick 
Priſoner-/ This Party prevailed, and ſeized the Templ 
cutting down the Bridge: that led to the City. The ral 
admitted Pompeys Army, and delivered up the City to 
him; upon which: he prepared to beſiege the Temple. 
The Faction made an obſtinate Defence for three Months, 
at the End of which the Romans entred the Temple. 
During the Siege add the taking the Temple, twelve 
thouſand Jeu were ſlain. Pompey entred the Temple 
with ſeveral Perſons, who ſaw the inner Part of the San» 
duary, which was forbidden by the Law to all but the 
Prieſts: Pompey was fo well pleaſed: with the Beauty and 
Sanity of the Place; that he offered, no profane Vio. 
ence to the Table, Cangleſtick, Veſſels, or ſacred Trea- 
ſure, which conſiſted of about two thouſand Tale 
The next Day he ordered the Temple to be clean 
and offered Sacrifice. Then he reſtored. the High Prięſt- 
hood and Sovereignty to Hircanus; but forbid bim to 
take upon him the Title of King... After this he made 
the Jews tributary to Rome, taking from them all their 
Conqueſts, and putting them under proper e i 
he left the Government of Syria to Scaurus, and carried 
way with him to Rome, Ariſtolulus with his hy 


and two: Daughters. Alexander, one of the Soms, founc 
nen means 
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* : - 
* 
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means to eſcape by che Way ; the other, called nbi 
ns, Was * to” Rome, ed his Father and Siſters 
Thus the Diſſentisfi between the 1% Brothers, Hina. 
nus and Auiſtubu lui: as the Cauſe of the Jets loss of 
bovereignty and T erty, which the Romans never before 
of nary Hari ped : And; beſides the Loſs of tha 
Towns they Had“ conquered in -Syria, the Romans in's 
mort . ede from them above ten thouſand Ta: 


es 6 Ti 0447 


5 Mheoedibder! Who tha made his Eſtape From Pompyy, 
Mer three Vears returned into Judeu, gathered Forces, 
and poſſeſs d himſelf of ſeveral Plates ; but ; Gabinius, 
who * — —— in the Government of Syria, com- 
lig into perſued him. Upon which, Alexander 
reatiri 1 Jeruſalem in hopes of ſome Succours 
from” thence, ae ingaged Rim, and ſlew about 
eh ry thouſand of his: Men, taking as many Priſonen 
Alex ande- thus routed, fled into the Caſtle of Hlexm- 
driun, whither Gabe perſued and beſisged him; 
WhO ſeeing nd Röpes of Succour, ſurtendered, 10 = 
with the other ſtrong Fortreſſes;/ Hircania and 
fun,; all which Calinius demoliſſi d. Gubiniu — 
0 7 eruſe ſalem takes 'Hircants with him; and :committed 
the Gare of the Temple to him, confirming him likewiſe 
in the Prieſtheod; * for the Civil Government; he 
— It bio che Handb. öf Magiſttares of his ownlehoofing; 
havitg divided the Province into five Parts, he ap- 
pointed 4 1 of: iſtice over each of the. 
By this Time Afifebulus had been five! Years'a Pri 
ſotier at Rome; from "whence, with his Son Autigonus, he 
made his Efcape, *2h/0-returned-into: Judea; where, rai: 
| Forces, he would have fortifled the Caſtle of Alk 
— arron, but Gibiniay prevented him. Aſterbrardb he 
pted the Tame at Macberunc, pretending eto covtr 
knen With eighe thouſund Men; but the: Romun follow 
ing them, at the firſt Charge broke and routiti them 
2d killed about'five thouſand. Ariſtobulus withlabout a 
 th6aſind Men, threw himſelf into Mac horunt which he 
fortified as Well us che Time and his: Condition dd 
2f1£9m permit; 


* 


Place; he, with his, Son Kenne jt 22 ſo het 
and bene them ere ſent Priſpn 
where, by Order tfithe, Senate, the. 


Sovereigntya.and-got together an Army.of 


of a Golden e thar weighed three hundred, 
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permir z. but could, ape, hold. a cee — et 


being ver much rounded in cher 


diagain to — 
hen was kept 
Priſon, and his, Children ſent back td e 
xanden made, ſpme . Efforts ee U of ahy * 

Jit 


1 5 Which he awack d Gabinizs, but 49199006) 
t Hlircanus, WhO Was ſtill Se in the; 
opd,..;had.,oply. the, Title of, Prince, without, 4 
(pvc gp the; Romans - ;being Seen and Antiharen 
baving the. greateſt, Share in the Government. And now 
Judea thus become; a 20 to Be Ayazice ofa the. Ramap 
3 _ . who bee . ROI 
at Way, plundere che ews,.of n 
come. at. Among the — tigte M. ra march 
ing againſt the Fenn, {Cn 12 udea; ang. txtartn 


J 
15 


dot wo thouſand i.T * hich,,. I PRE 
Treaſurer of the Temple, Hy to, prelerve the 1lacrad 
Ornaments, from his. Claws, ;made. im 3 Preſent, 


Pounds,, obliging, him upon Oath, , not e 


Thing elſe from en But Craſſis vuolating his. O 
wol all the Gold he could find. After 127 Death, Casa 
fell- upon Judea, took - Farichea, and carzigd, away. mm 
thirty, thouſand, Fewe. Agi 15229 nh 
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bim, and cottiplait'd-of the hard Fare of his Father and 


Brother charging FMircnnus and Anti pater with having 
poſleſs'd themſelves of the Government by Force. -- But 
Aitipater fo well pleaded his own'Cauſe,' that'Cafar' In. 
ſized of reſtoring! Antigonirs oontinded Threat -Hiph. 

Prieſt, and gave Ami pate 'the Government” of Jullen. 
When Caſas wis by his Prudence ap- 
Peaſed all the Troubles in Jaden, This Antipater hid 
tw Sons Phafact and Fred to the firſt he ge the Co- 
vernment of che Country about fufalem, '2hd'to the 
fecorid that” of Galrlee.” Phaſael ved himfelf in hi 
— Adminiſtration with' great Lenity ; but Herod's boiſtetous 
aud tyrannicat Carriage made bim very -odious 10 the 
Jews.” Antip liter their Father being willing to keep in with 
. the {Roma} WH he might the longer continue in his Go- 
vernment of Indy made Hirctinus a very uſeful Inſtr 
ment” in the ſupport of his Power; ; or taking advantage 
of his Eillieſs wen perſuaded him to disburſe the publick 
Treaſore to the Roman Generals. But this growing Great. 
neſs of Ant ipater and his Sotis ſoon became offenſive to 


thie Jet; tlie chief of which openly complain d to Hi- 


chunt of ſeveral Violences and Exorbitances committed 
by them, particularly of the Cruelty of Herod to Ex- 
kiat anti his Compa ompanions, whom Herod had cauſed to be 
flay'd, for mak ing an Incurſion into Syria ; threatning 
Eivcanns at the fame Time, if he did Juſtice upon He- 
rod. Anti pater hearing this adviſed his Son Herod to ap- 
at ſalem to make his Defence, but caution'd him 
to come with à good Guard. But that which was Herod's 
| Security was the Friendſhip of Se, Ciſar the 
dent of "Syria," who wrote'to' Hircanus to he tender 
of e, woke rk him if he did otherwiſe. ' Herod 
appeared guarded before Hircants; which 10 

tertiſied is Acciſcrs, that notte of them durſt make g 
their Chafge But Sameas, one of the Councih a 
F great Talley and' ade with much A 


— 1 Court of Juſtice fo attended; Who came 


Ttrvader, 1 4 THAI . 
teach 
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at ke bo 
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Breach of Juſtice.” * But, ſays he; this is not ſo much 
4 to be imputed to Nig Inſolence, 36 to ydur Connivanct, 
* which  incouraf Vet ktiow, . continued ping 
«, that this Perſon, bm you skreeri' from the unte ur 
4 the Laws, will one Day be a 'Stourge to 500 f Not 
was he a falſe Prophet in this; for When Hored obtained 
the Kingdom, he was revenged on them, particularly” on 
thoſe that were his Judges. | 
\ Herod being thus diſmiſſed, Hitcands privately! an 
him to make che beſt of his Way to Hyia, aſſuring hin 
thit the Council was, reſolved the next Day to condemn 
him, Herod takes the Hint, and flies to Damaſcus; 
where diſpoſing his Affairs in the ſecureſt Poſture” he 
could, he declared to Sxtus Cæſar, that he would not 
ippeas before the Council if he were fummon'd"agaitt. 
Herod thus eſcap'd, the Council hitterly exclaim agaitift 
Hreanuss Remiſſneſs, charge him ich. Partiality, and 
aſſure him that the Conſequence of this Neglect would 
fall heavy upon him one Day. Hirth bid Reaſon ts 
believe them, but being of an eaſy Nochful ee 
regarded th hem not. Rr 
Whilſt Herod was in Syria, he by Bribes preyail'd 
Sxtrs Caſar ta cbfiſer upon him the Government 'of 
hfria ; which having obtain' he rais'd" an Athy, 4 
repar'd to march againſt Jefuſalm, o take Reyetis 
opon his Judges and thoſe that had aceus'd him. 
Amipater and Phgſue! meeting him idea vour th 
ſuade him, u le in —_ it woult be to rams 
who had sk wor bim m fuſtire, and advisu bi 
klare e Perfuiſiony' Herod” for this * bl | 
kropt bis Referityient,” . _— 2 
So long as 7. lins Cafar liv'd, the fews we! 
great! Honour and Eſteem by the Romans, | 
many Decrees ity, Fav6ur of rhe: : By t after . 
the Roman imon wealth e 1 5 3 + 
nd Civil War raging among 
fs, having made himſelf ae e 
even hundred Talems of Silverbf tf 
an pater cau9d his" Sone to fürth Hi 
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means kept himſelf in the Government of Judea. Mali⸗ 
ebm was a great Inſtrument in this, though underhand an 
Enemy to e 3. of which Caſſizs was fo ſenſible, 
that be had diſpatch'd him, had not Hircanm by Antipa- 
ter ſent a hundred Talents to pacify, him. Inſtead of aca 

nowledging this Favour, the ingrateful Traytor Malichus, 
after Caſſius s Departure, made it his Buſineſs to betray 
Antipater, thinking by his Death to ſecure. the Govern- 
ment; of Judea to Hircauus, whom he influenced as he 
| pleaſed, But Antipater having Knowledge of his Trex 

chery paſs d the Jordan, and gather'd an Army of Natives 
and, Arabians to defend himſelf: Which Malichus per- 
ceiving, and that his Treaſon, was blown, he confidently 
repaired. to Antipater, and declared his Innocence, urging 
how impracticable it could be for him to have any Deſign 
upon Anti pater, whilſt his Son Phaſael. was Governour 
of the Country about Jeruſalem, and Herod at the Head 
of, an Army. By theſe fair Speeches Antipater is deluded 
into a Reconciliation; which Antipater ſtill improv'd, to 
ingage the Traytor Malichus to bis Intereſt : For Marcus 
the Preſident of Syria, underſtanding that Malichus under- 
hand was deſigning Alterations and Diviſions in FJudea, 


BY 


had put him to Death, but for good-natur'd Anti pater, 


who interceded for him, This Credulity coſt Ami- 
pater dear; for Caſſius and Marcus not only confirm d 


pa was for immediately revenging it; but Phaſael, fot 

r of 2, Civil War, thought it more expedient to ene 

air Reſerument, ul copyenient Opportunity preſecel 
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and therefore, acce evepting Malithury Sacilagian, he hend | 
to be reconcil d. 159411410 zid © nd 
In the mean time Afar in: Canaria being is great. 
Diſorder, Heryd-: having co mpoſed them, prepares with. | 
a great Guard to go to the Feaſt at  Fernjalermi Mali 
chus, wh "be aagpotato himſelf of 2 he * 
done, an ing Herod's impetuous and t̃tengeſ 
Spirit, perſuaded Hircanus not to ſuffer Herad to enter 
the City in that manner; Which Hircanus did, ſending, 
to Herod not to profane the Holy Geremovies with his 
Soldiers. But Herod. deſpiſing this Admonition, enters 
the City by Night, which put Malichm Into n terrible 
Fear. However, betaking himſelf to his old Arts of: 
Difſimulation 'he-.came to Herod, and with Tear i his 
Eyes de plor'd the Death of his dear Friend Autigxxer, as 
he call if him; though at the {ame time he had provided 
himſelf of a good Guard. - Herod 8 he could nor 
fairly come at him then, by Advier of his Friends conceals, 
his Revenge, and treats Malichen civilly : But. having by 
Letters ſigniſied to Caſſius the Death of his — and 
his Suſpicion that Malich was the Cauſe of iti; Caſſie, 
who had long entertain d a- fecret. Grodge' zgainſt: M. 
chus, gave jeave to Herod to revenge it is h thought fit. 
giving Order to the Officers to ſtand by Hrn. Ma 
abs, who knew, he could be ſafe no where. within che 
reach of Herod, intended to go to 7 yre, here his Som 
was kept as an Hoſtage. This City held put for Cal 
againſt Antony, and Malichus thought, if he cad p 
künlelt of it, the Government would of courſe fall to bibs 
Share. But before he could put this Project in Practice, 
C 
ore 
Caſſus having left Sri a, Tumult aroſ in Jude, 
oceaſion'd by the Revolt of ſome. Jews at Jeruſalem, who, 
being hates by one whoſe Name was Felix, attack'd- 
Phaſael. Herod, who was then at Damaſcr with Fabing 
the Governour, impatiently prepares to ſucoour his Bro- 
ther, but is prevented by a Fit of Sickneſs. . But Phaſael 
o well: deſeded ee ee ee 
l. 2.] Party 
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Panty into a Tower, where he biade- them compound for 
their Lives and Liberty. This Diſturbance was owing to 
Hircaums Corinivance and Neglect, for which *Phaſael 
chides him, and reproaches him with Ingratitude in fa- 
vouring his Enemies agatriſt him, who had heap'd ſo 
many Benefits on him. At this Time Malichus's Brother 
was poſſeſt d of ſeveral fortified Places, particularly of 
the ſtrong Caſtle of Mſaſſada But as ſoon as Herod reco- 
ver, de Uiſpoſſefs'd him of them all. 


% 


Antigonm the Son of Arxiſtobulus was not idle all this 
Time; for having brib'd Fabius to his Intereſt, with the 
Aſſiſtance of his Father-in-Law and his Friends, he got to- 
gether an Army, and attempted to poſleſs himſelf of Ju- 
dea: But Merod mareh'd againſt him, routed and expell'd 
him. Upon which Herd returns in Triumph to Jeru- 


falem, whore he ils magnificently receiv'd by Hircanx and 


the People y-'byt eſpecially by Hircanus, whoſe Grand- 

daughter Mariamne he had matried; though he had be- 

fore ne Dore; by whom he had his eldeſt Son Anti- 
ann n 70 329% $17 nenen 


After the Defeat of Caſſiog at Philippi by Mark Antony 


and Ott his Cæſur, Antouy marching into Aa arrived in 


Bithynia, here he receiv'd the Deputies of all thoſe Na- 
tions that had been of Caſſim's Faction! Amongft theſe 
were theſe öf the Jeu; who complain'd to Antony of 
Phaſael and Herod; that Hireanm indeed had the Name 
of Soverkignu; but thoſe two Brothers had aſſumed the 
Power! But the Jews were miſtaken in their Hopes 
of Redreſs from Mark Antony, whom Herod had before 
by great Preſents ſo ingaged in his Intereſt, that he 
would net fo. much as admit the Fews to confront He- 
rod. But when Antony came to Epheſus, he readily en- 
teftain'd Ambaſſadors from Hircanus, who ſent him 2 
Crown of Gold, and pray'd him to give Liberty to 
the Jeus, whom Caſſius had made Slaves; which he 
granted. . {IX T8 nn 


u 


died of the moſt conſiderable among 


| Daphne, 


- Thoſe- Jews who were Enemies to Herod did not deſiſt 
on Antoiy's firſt Refuſal to hear them, but ſent a hun- 
them to him at 
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Daphne, near Antioch ; but to no purpoſe; for Hrcaums 
ſupported the two Brothers: And this Impeachment, in- 
ſtead of doing harm, prov'd advantageous to them; for 
after Autony had ver all that they alledg'd, he conlti- 
tuted Phaſael and Herod Tetrarchs, and gave them the 
Government of Judea. This he confirm'd by Letters to 
the Jews ; and to oblige them to obey him, he. detain'd 
fifteen of the hundred as Hoſtages, whom he had put to 
Death, but for Herod's Interceſhon. However, the Fews 
continue their Importunity, and in molt preſſing In- 
ſtances, which they ſent by a thouſand of their beſt Men, 
beg Relief; but Antony is deaf to their Complaints, 
and reſolves to ſupport Herod, ſending a, peremptory Or- 
der to the Magiſtrates to aſſiſt Herod in the Recovery of 
his Government. Herod repairs to Jeruſalem, and. meet- 
ing ſeveral of the Jews without the City adviſed them to 
receive him, expoſtulating with them the Danger of diſ- 
obeying him, and provoking the Roman General. But 
they deſpiſing both his Advice and Threats, without any 
more to do fell upon him and his Attendants, Killing 
ſome and wounding others. Antony hearing of theſe Com- 
motions was ſo inraged, that he order'd the fifteen Haſta- 
ut to Death, and threaten'd a ſevere Revenge 


ges to be put to 
againſt the reſt. Fe th ns 
H:rod's Hopes thus blaſted in his Attempt to'recover 
the Government, another Accident immediately fell out, 
which ſeem'd utterly to extinguiſh them. Antigonzs upon 
his Defeat by Herod fled to Parthia, where he was kindly 
received and protected; and after he bad eſtabliſh'd an 
Intereſt amongſt the moſt conſiderahle of them, he pro- 
miſed them a thouſand Talents, and five hundred of the 
fineſt Women, if they would inveſt him with the Govern- 
ment of Judea. The Parthians cloſed with him, and the 
King ſent his Son Pacorus and his General Barzapharnes 
with a powerful Army to invade Judea. Dividing the 
Army, Pacorus march'd along the Coaſt, and Barzaphar- 
ws through the Inland Country. Pacorus coming to 
Dre, they refuſed him Entrance; but thoſe of Sdon and 


Prolemai adinitted him: Pacorus having Antigonus with 


U 2 him, 
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him,. the J that dwelt about Mount Carmel join d 
them, as did many others in their March, ſo that theit 
Army was vaſtly increas'd by that time they came to J 
ruſalem; where the Faction that hated Phaſael and Hergd 
declare for Antigonus. Herod made ſome faint Efforts to 
keep the City, but is ſoon forced to fly. The Parthians 
jag FR ſeize Hircanus and Phaſael, and put 


# - 


them in Irons. And now Herod conſidering himſelf in a 


Country, of Enemies, and ſeeing no Hopes of Safety but 
in a ſpeedy, Flight, made the beſt of his Way to Rome, 
taking his Mother with him: In their haſty-March the 
Chariot, in which his Mother was, was overſet, and ſhe 
in great Danger of being kill'd; Herod, affrighted part) 
at the Danger he ſaw his Mother in, and partly at the 
Approach of a perſuing Enemy, would have ſtab'd bins 
Gl: but his. Friends interpoſing beg'd of him to have fe- 
gard to his own Life, for his Mother's and their ſake, who 
muſt unavoidably fall into the Enemy's Hands, if he de- 
ſtroy d himſelf. Herod at their Perſuaſions reſumes his 
Reaſon, and applying what Remedies the Time would 

rmit to his Mother, he comforts his Friends, and con- 
tinues his Flight to the Caſtle of Maſſada. The Number 
of thoſe who accompanied him in his Flight was above 
nine thouſand; fo that though he was frequently attack d 
in his March, he came off victorious. When he came to 
Reſſa, 2 Town of Idumea, his Brother Joſeph met him; 
where conſultin what Courſe to take, and conſidering, 
that the Caſtle of Maſſada, whither they intended to fl, 
was not capable of receiving ſo great a Force as was with 
them, they concluded it wonld be moſt expedient to ſe- 
parate. Accordingly furniſhing - them with Proviſions, 
they parted in ſmall Bodies. Then diſpoſing of the Wo- 
men (who were eight hundred in all) * the beſt of 
their Baggage in the Caſtſe of Maſſada, where there was 
Plenty of Water and Proviſions, Herod with his Party 


march'd to Arabia. ... ͤ 
Autigonns being e 'd of Judea Was ver) 
much concern d at the"Eſcape. af the Women, whom ke 
intended to have deliver 4 to the Tee Fo i 
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Money he promiſed them? But that which gave him the 
oreateſt Uneaſineſs, was his Fear that the Parthians would 
reſtore Hirrauus; to prevent which, he cauſed Hircanus's | 
Ears to be cut off, to render him incapable of the High 
Prieſthood.”  Phaſael, no. longer able to fupporthinſel in 
his „ eee pin an end t his. Liſe 
and Suffermgs' by a voluntary Death; for being in Chains, 
he had not the Liberty of his Hands to difpatch himſelf; 
and therefore having no other Opportunity, he beat his 
Brains out againſt the Stone Wall. As for rcaum, he 
continued Priſdner with the Part hi ann. 
Herod being arrived on the Borders of Aralia, ndt in 
the leaſt doubting of Succour from Malehn the King 
thereof, whom he had formerly very much oblipedy ſent 
to him to acquaint him with his Condition, requeſting a 
Supply of Men and Money; offering his Brother Phaſasls 
son (for he had not as yet heard of Phqaſaels Def) for: 
; Hoſtage, till he paid him. Malchus fearing to diſoblige 
the Parthians, who were near Neighbours to him, diſ- 
dee Meſſengers to Herod to forbid him entring his 
ominions. Herod was very much perplex'd at this Treat - 
ment, but could not help himſelf; therefore going thence 
he went to Egypt, where he was kindly recłiv'd and en- 
tertain'd by Cleopatra. Afterwards with much Difficulty 
and Danger in paſſing the Seas he landed at Brunduſium 
in Italy, from whence he went directly to Rome; where 
be acquainted Antony with all that had happen'd in Ju- 
dea, and with what Difficulty he had made his Eſcape 
from thence. Antony was touch'd with Herod's Misfor- 
tunes; and conſidering the Incertainty of worldly Affairs, 
which from the happieſt Condition are often reduced to 
the moſt miſerable; and regarding the former Friendſhip 
with his Father, and the Uſefulneſs of Herod's ative Spi- 
It, (at the ſame time not forgetting the many Preſents he 
had made him to procure his Favoyr) not only vigo- 
roaſly proſecuted his Cauſe, but ingaged Offadim ar 
in his intereſt ho, pare for his Fathet -Antipater's 
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hike, and pariſy 0 oblige Autory, who he knew vas 
fond of He 4 Neid, de d we Affairs alf He cbuld- 
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Theſe: calling a Senate ſpoke largely in behalf of Herod, 
ſetting out his Services to the Roman Commonwealth in 
the moſt ingaging Circumſtances; inſomuch that the Se- 
nate declared Herod King, and Antigonus an Enemy to the 
People of Rome, for having accepted the Government of 
een ooo no: 

Whilſt Things went on thus ſucceſsfully orf Hero's 
fide at Rome, is Family, who were block'd up in the 
Caſtle: of Maſſada under the Care of Joſeph, Herod's 
Brother, were hardly preſs'd by Autigonus; for being in 
great want of Water, they were juſt upon the point of 
ſurrendring. Joſeph intending with about two hundred 
of his neareſt Relations and Friends,to eſcape to Malchus 
King of Arabia, who had repented of his late Negle& and 
UnkindneG to Herod. , But Providence prevented that 
Deſign; ſor a great Shower of Rain falling by Night, all 
their Ciſterns were fill'd with Water, and they had no 
occaſion: for Flight. The Beſieg'd upon this took Cou- 
rage; and the Place being naturally ſtrong, and well for- 
tined-by- Art, they took their Opportunity of falling on 
Antigonas's Soldiers, ſometimes by open Sallies, other 
times by Surprize, that they cut off many of them. 

In the mean time Ventidius, Antony's Lieutenant, being 
by Order of the Senate ſent to drive the Parthiaus out 
of Syria, having done that, enter d Judea, under pre- 
tence of ſuccouring Jaſeph; but his real Deſign was to 
extort Money from ue after which he left Judea. 

| Herod. returning from Tah to Prolemais foon got toge 
ther a conſiderable Army, conſiſting of Foreigners, as wel 
2s. Jets; and to let Herod ſee that Autony was in earneſt, 
Gellius was ſent with Orders to Ventidius and Silo, who 
commanded, a. Party in Judea, to affiſt Herod in the ke 
covery / of his Kingdom. As for Ventidius, though he was 
ſent drive the Parthians out of Syria, and to reduce 
the Country to their Obedience to Rome, he afterwards 
imploy d his Forces in plundering ; and Judea being Silos 
Province, by frequent Bribes he inclin d to favour Antigi 
1. But neither of them daring to diſobey theſe Order 
of, Antony, they- join's, Herod; by which nigans, Hered 
d 1 
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once more faw-himſelf im a Condition of taking 2 plenary 


295 


Revenge on all his Etietnics.” Moſt of the Galileaus 
join'd him in- his March; and Joppe lying between bim 
and Maſſada, Where his Reticts were - ſhut vp, be 
thought it expedient to take in that Place," leſt the Ene- 
my ſhould from thence attack him. He Won made bim- 
ſelf Maſter of it, ſet his Friends at Liberty that were in 
Maſſada, and taking the Caſtle of Reſſa mareh'd directiy 
to Jeruſalem; where he incamp'd on the Weſt fide of the 
City. Antigonus had provided the Place with all Warlike 
Munition and a good Gartifon, which with Darts and 
Stones from the Walls, and gying Parties fr Aae makin 
Excurſions, very much infeſted Herod N Her 
hoping to make eaſy Work of it ſent 4 Ties About the 
Walls to proelaim Tndeninity to all that World ſubmit, 
Anti gonus, from the Wall directing his Speech to So ant 
the Romans,” argued the Injuſtice they dic him in tranſ- 
ferring the Crown from him, who was of Royal Deſceiſt, 
to a Plebeian and Half-Jerw, as Herod Was; ding, 4 
if they were ſo affended with him for recel n che Kin 
dom from the Parthians, that they would rgmovye' = 
yet there were many of the * Roy | Race left 152750 
way offended the Nes. er theſe R e on 
both ſides, they came to Acts &f T Heofiey y, and; Afri goh¹⁰ẽ 
Men behdved 2 themſelves ſo bravely, that the ſoon groß 
the Enemy from the Walls Bd tl ups: > 
Silo" having” been cotrüßted by inge Aid under⸗ 
band do him all the Service he could ; Partleufarh in ir. 
ploying ſome of his own' Cfentures, in Rö he could 
contide, to demand more commodious Quarters,” and bets 
ter Pay, and complain that they wanted Ae TRI 
viſions, Which Antigonus had ehre d in 2 —— 
thereabout. This nettled Herod, Who, featin 5 
Romans would deſert him, told Se, he on 
that he was not only ſent by Cæſar and 99200 i but 
the whole Senate ;and to remove RE Czuſe of Com 


amon 

ws Foul be plentifuby bi plied 

lary. Antigonus had ado. all that 7 2 and with 
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/ hin Parties and Ambuſcades oſten intercepted and cut 

ek the Convoys that were deſign d for Herodis, Army ang 
the Romaxs : But Herod, Who was as activę and diligent 
as his Enemy, very often came pp with them, and perſu d 
his Advantages ſo cloſely, that at laſt with much Difficulty 
he recover d all Galilee from Antigonus. Aſter this he 
clear d the Country of Thieves, who jn great” Bodies 
„All this while the Siege of Jeruſalem went on but 
flowly.; ang, that which retarded it che more was, Venti- 
dius had ſent for Silo to come and aſſiſt him to drive the 
Parthiaꝝt out of Syria. But aſter Ventidius in a pitch d 
Battle hag, fought and routed the Partbiaps, and killd 
ir General Facorus, he ſent Machera wigh auxiliary 
Lroops to, Herod ;, who. prow'd more an Enemy than 2 
riend, taking all Advantages agamſt the Jews, whether 
iends or Foes. Herod {o geeply reſenteꝗ this, that he 


threaten'd. to -complain to Antony ; but Machera,appeas'd 


_ ” 
- 


m; and: they were reconciled, Howęver, Herod ſecing 
is Aﬀgirs., move very flow]y, and the. Roman Generals 
yery: cool in his Intereſt, refqlv'd to repair tg Antom, 


ack. ig, ade with tye!Legions;: and 
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In the mean time Foſeph in the Abſence of his Brother; 
forgetting his Inſtructions, with a Detachment marchid 
towards Jericho to gather Forage; but the Party he- Had 
with him conſiſting of raw unexperienged Fellows, wert 
eaſily cirrcumvented by Antigonus s veteran Trobps, Wha 
were well acquainted with all the Avenues and Paſſes of 
the Country, and gaſily defeated Joſeph and his Men. Au- 
tigonus hearing of this Defeat order'd r Jſepb's Head to 
be cut off, ſetting the Frice of fifty Ealents for the Re- 
demption of it. Upon this the Galileans revolt, and 
Herod's Friends come by the worſt every where in Galilee. 
Whilſt he was in Daphne, his Brother's Defeat and Death 
were told him, ofd which he had ſome Hints in a Dream 
3 little before: Whereupon he haſten'd' to Mount Liba? 
non, Where taking eight hundred of the Natives of the 
Place, and one Roman Legion, he came to Ptolemats:;\ 
from whence; marching by Night he paſs d through Ga- 
lilee, fabduing all that came in his Way; and forcing the 
reſt into the ſtrong Holds; who upon Antons Approach 
take the Opportunity of the Night, and make their 
Eſeape heco... % en en sv ls 
- Whillt»Her0d was at Jericho, a Party of ſix thouſand? 
of the: Enemy came reſolutely down the Hills, and putiha 
Romans into à great Conſternation, beating back: the 
Van-Ouard, and perſuing them home to their Cam 
where they ſo wartnly ingaged them, that Herod himſelf; 
was wounded in the- Side. I his Succeſs uſh'd Antigenus 3: 
who, being impatient to diſpute it: in little Parties, ſent: 
an Officer of his named Pappus to Samuria for Men, that 
he might face. the Exſemy in the Field. But ered gets 
ing Pappus routed and perſued him ta Jericho; where 
che Action renew'd þ for the Town being fall. of Meng 
they; made an obſtinate Peſence, ſouthat this ſeem dithe 
moſt bloody part af the- War, dead Bodios dying in heaps, 
on the Ground. Ii therheat of ; this Actions. a moſt vion 
lent Storm fell, Which preyented Heteds Party gainigg a 
dompleat Victory r οtherwiſe, had-theg;march'd-to Jarur 
ein, they had at onee put an end te the War: For Ar- 
| | -cigonat's. chief Force being broke at che Iction of Jeri: 
— 7 | | : E 
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he himſelf began to deſpair of further Safety in the City, 
and had Thoughts of — nu. 2 nn w 
Buy this Time Herod: had ſpent above two Years in the 
Recovery of Judea ſince he was declared King of it at 
Rome. Conſidering therefore, that as long as Jeruſalem 
held out his Poſfeſſion of other Places would be very pre- 
earious, (for Antigonusi's Party either by Surprize or ſu- 
jor Force often r he reſolved to bend 

u whole Force againſt the Capital, and by reducing that 
to put an End to the War. In order to which, and in Imi- 
tation of Pompey, he came and incamped before the Tem- 
ple, which he incompaſſed with a triple Trench. His 
own Army conſiſted of about thirty Thouſand; to which 
Szſias brought eleven Legions of Foot, and ſix thouſand 
Horſe, beſides the auxiliary Troops of Syria. Antigonus 
hadia ſtrong and numerous Garriſon, and was reſolved to 
hold out to Extremity. Herod conſidering that the Siege 
would be long and doubtful unleſs he could cut off their 
Proviſions, which they found Means to convey into the 
City by Stealth, ſo difpoſed his Troops that lie ſhut up 
all Avenues to it. Then having prepared his Engines for 
Hattery, he weaken'd the Walls in many Places. The 
d made a vigerous Defence, and by frequent Ex- 
cuiſioùs burnt the Engines, and ruin d the Works; where- 
ever Herod had made a Mine, the Fews in the City eonn- 
termined, which occaſion d many ſubterranean Ingage- 
ments. The Jeu, were at laſt very much ſtreighten d 
for Proviſions; but animated by Deſpair they were reſol- 
ved to gwe the Enemy as much Trouble as they could. 
At laſt being no longer able to reſiſt, Herod enter d the 
City; the Jews obſtinately retiring into the Inner Tem- 
ple; but were perſued thither. And now all Things are 
in tlie utmoſt Cohfuſion, Death and 5 
every where without Diſtinction of Age or Sex. The 
Romans; exaſperated at the obſtinate Defence of the Place, 
pars none within their Reach; and Herod's Party reſol- 
extirpate the Faction, put them all to the Sword 


ſeeing: 


from 


taught it "buſt to ſubmit, hut hot to Herod; for 
21 1 


eber they ſound them. Hutigonus ſeeing all doſt 
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Hos 5 3 8 es eee * Wag ahe 
deſcends, and threw. himſelf at his. Feet. Sofius ungene> 
roully ; - inſults over. the "wretched Antigouns, "Oy ans 
Woman,. and put him under a ſtrong Guard. | 
Herod being, Iintirely.. palleſſed of che Place, - his dert 
Care was to preſerve it from Plunder; but he foung, it. a 
difficult Matter to reſtrain; his Men, ei peeially the Mergs- 
naries, who were for ſeizing all they. laid. Hands on. But 
at la I by, Infreaty and. Threats, and partly by 
— ag be quieted them, and the City and Temple eſca- 
ped plundering. Then. ur haying rewarded his Officers 
and Soldiers, left. Jeruſalem to Herod, amm took Autigonas 
bound along with him to Antony, But Herod —— that 
if Antigonus Thauld, by ſuffer d to live, and be carried to 
Rane by Antony, he might probably before the Senate 
— to to: diſpy is Right with him ; and Jus | 
— — ſug he FX 8 Was © f.the . 
Blood 25 5 ae. hut bim f mean 1 — 
and had eg. the Senate had declared j 
Enemy to Pe of Rome, yet they might poſſihy . 
transfer the Right of the Crown to his Children, woke - 
were LI "Thoſe Thoughts gave Herod much bers. 
plexity: But to Ris the Matter ont of 1 * e 
made uſe of his old, Atgument, Bribery, and l 
noble Preſent. to Antony. then at Antioch,..be — 1 
him of the Neceſlity. of taking aff > Aueigonus: Anton 
had a, great Mind. to preſerve! Autigenus to grace — Fa 
umph ; but being convinc'd by Berod s, Geld more: 
any other Reaſon,.; that ſo long las Autigouut lived 4 
ews. would never quietly acknowiedge Herod for their 
Ling be ordered bis H Head to, be fuck. off, This was 
an ungenerous AR. of, Autann and, without Precedent,; 
for he Was the firlt Rome: Genenl that ſubjected a con- 
uered 1 to ſo vie a Pugiſhment. Thus endet che 
Reign of the ſamgus and illulttious Flouſe of the {met 
neaus, Who. had. held the Government of Jude a fhuyr 
dred and twenty ix Years, and weh might have gon 
tinued r een but far their inteſtinę Diſ- 
ſenhons., jel 4/giH 10 99BO 20% ai e 
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Al chis While Hircanut the Hi Prieſt remained 2 
Captive: with '-the "Parthians, e King Phraates, in 
Conſideration of his Birth and Character, treated him 
with great Courteſy; and diſcharging him from his Trois, 
ermitted him to- reſide at Babylon; where a great Num- 


rence dude to him as High-briet, but the Honour due to 
4 King. Hircanus had been happy if he had contented 
himfelf with his preſent Condition, and to which the 

ews indeavour'd to incline him, aſſuring him they would: 
Aways acknowledge bim for their High-Prieſt and King, 
But Hircanus betfing that Herod was eftabliſh'd in the 
kingdom of Judba by the Romans, and deſirous of re- 
turning to his native Country, began to entertain great 
Mages of Herot's Friendſhip, "whoſe Intereſt he had for- 
« favour'd, and ſaved his Lifg. The Fews to ob- 
viat 'ocheſe Hopes urged his Inca city of the e Ponfifical 
by reaſon of the Loſs of his Ears, which Anti- 
had cut off; and as for his Expectation of a Re- 
r former Benefits heaped on Herod, they 

him to conſiderthat- Kings were apt to forget Fa- 
yours conferred, on them in a private State, and. that their 
Alc: was as mutable as t eir Fortune. 

. Hireanus could not more ſtudioufl fly his "Ras 
than Herod deſired it, who wanted to have him in his 
Power. For Heros Jealouſy contiriually Tuggeſted A 
prehenſions of Danger to him; and particularly from 78 
den Family; the Chief of which now was the: cap- 
e Pontif Hircants. He therefore ſent-a ſplendid Am- 
bet With rich "Preſent c Phraates, Ring of Parthia, 

him, and the Nur that peel iki Dommnions 
ndt to deny him the. Satisſaction of paying his G ratitude 
to —— his Btneſactor and Preſe Wer:? 'Uporr theſe 
Solicitations Phraabe ailmife'd  Hircains; and Hero; the 
bettor to colour His Treachery, received him with all' but⸗ 
ward Formality ad -Reſpect, giving him the Preference 
i60alt publick Aﬀenblics and calling hit Täther. Hir- 
cant, ach gi. che Law; 'being'tnctpable' of 
gang: in the Office of High-Prieſt by reaſon of 6 le 

4 tilation 


of Jeu dwelt, who paid him trot only the Reve- 
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tilation of his Body, Herod began to caſt about with him- 
ſelf how to avoid all Occaſion of Sediti6y in the Choice 
of a Succeſſor to Hircanus, which he concluded he could 
not do if he ſhquld confer that Honour, upon any one f 
an illuſtrious Family, and therefore be beſtowed it on Ha- 
nanel, a Jewiſh Prieſt, whom he brought from Babylon: 
This gave grant Offence to Alexandra, Hircanus's Daugh- 
ter, and Mother to Axiſtobulus and Mariamne, Herod's 
Wife, who ſtomaching the Contempt put upon her Fa- 
mily by laying aſide her Son, and obtruding a Foreigner 
into the Pontificate, ſhe wrote to Cleopatra, Queen of 
Egypt, to incline Antony to bellow that Honour upon her 
Son. Herod ſoon got Notice of theſe Tranſactions, and 
calling 2 Council charged Alexandra with ſtirring up 
Sedition, and attempting an Alteration in the Govern- 
ment: But ſhe eaſily cleared her elf, declaring the Truth, 
and that ſhe had no other Delign in writing to Cleopatra 
but to preſerve the Honour of the Prieſthood in her Fa- 
mily, which was their Right. Upon this they were re- 
conciled, and Herod depoling Hananel, created Axiſto- 
bulus, Alexandra's Son, and Brother to his Wife, High- 
Prieſt. This Reconciliation did not laſt long; for Herog's 
Jealouſy made him have 2 watchful Eye over his Mother- 
in-Law, of whom he at laſt grew ſo ſuſpicious, that he 
confined her to the Court, and forbid her concerning her 
ſelf in any Part of the Adminiſtration. , This exaſperated 
Alexandra, who was , a Woman of a haughty Spirit, and 
could not with any Temper bear the Loſs of her Liber 

ner 


therefore ſhe again ſent to Cope deploring her 
ſent Condition, and deſiring Relief. Clegpatra orders her 
to repair to Egypt with her Son, and affures her of Pro- 
tection. This Advice pleaſed Alexandra, and ſhe po 
red immediately for their Departure, concealing her De- 
ſign from Herod. In order to their Eſcape ſhe had pti- 
vately prepared two Biers, in which their Servants wet 
to carry them to the Sea-fide, where a Veſſel lay ready to 
Bowl $i! ro kee But this Stratagem miſcarried by 
the Treachery of 2. Servant, who communicated it to one 
Sabbion, who had formerly been ſuſpected of _ þ 
| 'Han 
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2 the poiſoning of Antipater,  Herod's Father. Sal- 
Zou hoped by diſcovering this to Herod to make his Peace 
with him. Herod ſuffered them to pak a little Way, and 
then ſeized and brought them back: But fearing” Cleo- 
atras Power, who had eſpouſed their Intereſt, he was 
forced-to ſuſpend his Reſentment, and ſeeming to par- 
don them he carried himſelf with. a great deal of Kind- 
nels ; but at the ſame Time meditated a Revenge, eſpe- 
cially on Ariſtobutus, whom he was reſolv'd to remove, 
bu: 3 preſent wanted an Opportunity, which ſoon aſter 
e 1 
At the Feaſt of Tabernacles Ariſtobulus was to offi- 
ciate as High-Prieſt: He was a very beautiful Perſon, tall 
and well ſhaped, and in the eighteenth Year of his Age. 
Being dreſſed in the Pontifical Robes he with great Ma- 
jeſty and State aſcended to the Altar, where he perform'd 
the ſacred Rites with a charming Grace and becoming 
Reverence, which ſo attracted the Eyes of the whole 
Aſſembly, that it brought to their Minds the noble Acts 
of his Royal Grandfather Ariſtobulus, whoſe Family they 
thought deſerved a better Condition than at preſent they 
injoyed, Thele and ſuch like Speeches they murmured fo 
lopd. that Herod heard them: All which did but haſten 
the Royal Youth's Fate, though for the preſent Herod ſup- 
refled. his Malice. Soon after the Feaſt of Tabernacles 
Herod perpetrated his wicked Defign on Ariſtobu lus, cau- 
ſing him to be drowp'd as he was bathing; and upon his 
Death reſtored Hananel to the High-Prieſthood, 
... Alexandra hearing of the untimely Fate of her Son is 
inconſolable, and hardly detained from laying Hands on 
her ſell. She ſuſpects the Cauſe of his Death, but durſt 
xt; mention it, wanting Means to revenge it. Herod, to 
Wipe aft all Suſpigian from himſelf, viſits Alexandra, and 
rofelles his Innocence ; and to incline her to think him 
+4 , he put on ſuch a counterfeit Sorrow, that any 
ge elle would have believed him, but the injur'd Alex- 
2. „ Whoſe Reſentment checked her Belief, and would 
= ſaffer her to be impoſed upon by his hypocritical 


Alexandra's 


. “ ĩͤ en, 


AHleunndya's Grief * no pry at laſt pro- 
jets à Way to do her felf Juſtice on the Author of her 
Son's'-Murder. She acquaints Cleopatra with ne 
Treachery, and the untimely Death*of her Son, à 

rating her Loſs in the moſt beigbrering cu 
Cleopatra makes the Caſe her o, and reſolves to have 
her righted, continually ſoliciting Antony to revenge the 
Death of Ariſtobulus, urging how unjuſt it was in Herod, 
after he had uſurped th "og tort, thus inhumanly te 
perſecute that unppr Family. Antony at the Impe 
tunity of Cleopatra comes to Laodicea, and ſends for He- 
rod to clear himſelf of this Accuſation concerning the 
Death of Ariſtobulus. Herod not daring to truſt to the 
Merits of his Cauſe, and dreading Cleopatra, who made 
it her Buſineſs to incenſe Antony againſt him, was in 
Perplexity what to do: But 69 Neceſſity of the Thing 
ſoon dictated to him, and it was to no Purpoſe to diſpute 
the Roman General's Will. Therefore conſtituting 18 
Uncle Joſeph Governor of the Kingdom in his Abſence, 
he charged him, if Thi $ ſhould go amiſs with him be- 
fore Antony, to diſpatch his Wife Mariamme, which he 
ptetended he did out of Excel of Love to her, not be- 
ing able to bear the Thought of another 8 injoying b her 

after his Death. © 

- Herod fearing the work, new Gold, if any Thing, 
muſt ſecure his Head ; and therefore: taking 2 great Sum 
with him, he confidently went to Antony, who received 
His Preſents, and him for their Sake. Inſomuch, that in- 
ſtead of hearing and inquiring into the Caſe, he defend- 
ed Herod, and told Cleopatra, That it was below a 
to give Account of his Actions to any, which if he did, 
be deſerved no longer to be King. Cleopatra's Hatred (as 
it proved afterwards) to Herod did not proceed {6 much 
from the Abhorrence of his cruel Actions, as the Deſire 
ſhe had of getting him- condemn'd, that ſhe might have 
his Kingdom, of which Antony was appriz d; therefore 
before lle Kg? forward on his Ex xpeditjon a againſt the 21 


thians he . Hie to Clypatia in lieu of her Ex. 
pectance” Ba 


ea. Herod having made his Peace, and 
ſecured 
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ſecured his Intereſt. i Antony, takes his Leave, and re- 
tums home; where he no ſooner arrives, but he is accoſt- 
ed by his Siſter Salome with an Accuſation, of indecent 
Converſation. between his Uncle Joſeph and his Wife Ma- 
riamne. This was grounded on 2 Pique Salome had con- 
traced, againſt the Queen, who yaluing her ſelf on her 
high Birth deſpiſed the obſcure Extraction of Herod's Fa- 
mily. The Queen cleared her ſelf of theſe Kaufen Aſper- 
hons'; and Herod not only accepted her Reaſons, but 
asked Pardon for entertaining ill I houghts of her Virtue. 
However, not knowing how vicioully .inclined his, Uncle 
Joſeph might be, he diſpatched him, and ſhut. up his Mo- 
ther-in-Law in cloſe Continement. .. | 


” " 5 ” 9 


After this he found out Cleopatra's ſordid Temper, 


ented: Alexandra, Hircanus's Daughter, ſeeing her Fa- 
ther ſupinely careleſs and unconcern d at the Miſeries 0 
his Family, earneſtly preſſed him not ſo tamely to ſuffer 
Herod to be the Scourge and Ruin of them, but to de- 
mand Aid of Malehns, King of Arabia, who would not 
not fail to aſſiſt him; adding, that if Ceſar ſhould call 
Herod to Account for his former Friendſhip to Antony, 
which might reaſonably be expedted, the Crown. would 


no 
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no Doubt. um 60 hn. HMircanm at firſt xe refuſed to 
meddle in. ſo dangerous: an Hair; but his Daughter's 
Ainbition and Importunity at laſt prevailed, and my wrote 
Letters to Ma/chmy, which be ſent by (c) Dofitheus, wa 

be thought; he had made ſecurs in his Intereſt; but the 
treacherous. Wretch betrayed him to Herod: Who to 
make the Thing more plain and evident againſt Hirca- 
rus injoyned Doſitheus Silence, bid him — the 

and carry it to Malchus, the King of Arabia, who wou 

not fall to give him an Anſwer, which when he had got 
be ordered him to bring it to him. Daoftheus diſpate — 
away to Malchas, and having delivered Hircanus's Letter 
de foon; received an Anſwer, Which he immediately 
brought back to Herod, who for Hircanus taxes 
him with holdi — with the King of ,Ara- 
bia, which n he , Herod ptoduged Malchuss Ler- 
ter. Hircanus being us convicted had nothing to ſay 
for- himſelf; upon Which Herod eauſed him to be put to 
Death, being in the eighty firſt Year of his age. 
\WFcanss thus. diſpoſed of, Herod prepared to wait on 
Ceſar; expe no kind Treatment, - becauſe of his for- 
wer Hiwi to Antony: However, ſuſpecting his Mo- 
ther-iniLaw Alexandra might in his * — occaſion 
ſome Tumult or inteſtine Diſturbance; he committed 
the Government to the Care of his Brother Pherora, 
whom he ordeted to convey his Mather, Siſter, and other 
Relations, to the Caſtle of Maſladn But conſidering 
that by reaſon of the old Grudge between his Queen and 
his Relations, he diſpoſed of her and her Mother Hlexan- 
ra in the Caſtle of Alexardrion, the Charge of Which 
he committed to Joſeph and Sobemus, two faithful 

dents of his. Bat he gave them Commiſſion, as he had 
done before to his Uncle oſeph, that if they ſhould bear 
Things went e erer — * n= 5 $ Ln * ſhould 
rag _—_ - An 
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little Ren if to betray Hir- rod cauſed ta be mu 
tanus to Heros; FL Heyod was 2 de- tle before his Brethren were 


\claced Enemy of Doſithens, who was Tyre by A. 
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'#eftroy both his Wife and her Mother, 'ati@/preſerve the 
Kingdom for bis Sons and his Brother"Pheroral' © 137 
Herod having thus diſpoſed bis Family and other Af. 
fairs,” went to Rhodes to meer Caſar? Where being comk 
into his Preſence without his Diadem on, but othetwiſe 
Ureffed' in his uſuaF Robes, he owned his Friendſhip for 
Antony; that he had aſſiſted him oſten withiMoney and 
Provifions, and was always ready to ſacrifice his Life and 
Fortyine/ for him, to whom! he owed both; büt now the 
Face 6f Affairs being changed, hie told him he would be 
as faithfal to him as he had Been to Antony. This Hemi 
deliver d with 'Intrepidity, and ſo becoming an Air,” that 
Ceſar, mightily pleaſed with the Magnanimity and Spirit 
of the Man, ccauſedhinvto put on his Diadem againzicon- 
firmed him in his 1 Judea, and received hin 
into his Friendſhip, aſſuring him that he ſhould have tbe 
fame Eſteem for him that Antony had. 
© Herod coming off thus beyond all Hope or ExpeRatioh 
joy fully attended Cæſar into 75 by: the Way making 
him and his Officers mahy conſiderable Preſents : Aster 
which he returned to Judea loaded with: Honour and 
Power, to the eee and Surprize of che People, 
ho expected from this Interview a different Turn of 
Affairs in his Fortune. As Caſar returned from Eg 
«Herod received him at Ptolomdis, where-he' entertained 
him with a Royal Magnitficetice, hoſpitably treating his 
Army, and furniſhing them with all Neceſſaries in great 
Plenty. This generous and munificent Temper of Hero 
"pleaſed Auguſtus s covetous Humour, who was as ready to 
receive, as the other was to offer. Upon Cxſars Depar- 
ture Heruod made him a Preſeht of eight hundred Talent, 
and was ſo liberal to all, that he ſeemed profuſe, beyond 


"the Wealth and Revenues of his Kingdom. 


* i 


LV. At his Return to Juden he found a/ great Diſorder in lis 
Family, eſpecially in his Wife and her Mother, who were 
ſo.incenſed at their Confinement, and the Charge he left 
with their Keepers to put them to Death, if Things went 
miss with him upon his meeting Cæſar, that they re- 
_ :proacked him to his Face, eſpecially Marianine, who 5 
Pak your e ny 0 26 V . LOWS 


4 n a 
- cumſtances ; and it looked | 


pour! 


to,puniſh this Woman's Pride 
His own Mother and Siſter e 


| — 
deus Purpoſe; For heating of, the Dearh of Antony, and 


Cleopatra, and that Ceſar was. poſſeſſed of all; Egypt, he 


dom on the Continent. Gadara, Hippo, and Samaria; 
and on the Coaſt Gaza, Anthedon, Joppe, and the Tower. 


of Seraton. Then waiting on Caſar to Antioch he rt 
turned to his own Country, where he found Fortune a3 
adyerſe at home, as it had been propitious to him abroad. 
Herod loved his Wife Mariamne even to Madneſs, which 
ſhe” returned With extreme Hatre Ti and D iſdain. This 


Averſion of hers, was heightgn d, by many unhappy Cu 
| the 2 Curſe on Herod: to doat 


on the Woman that bated: him. She looked. on hic; as, 


the faral Scourge and Perſecuter of her Family, whoſe, 


Right he had_uſurped, and,,zymanically pur {eyeral of 
+ hh | 2 oy them 


308 whe 
chem to Death. And en he would expoſtulate with 
her the Ingratitude and Coldneſs with which ſhe return d 
His Affection, ſhe would reptoach him with ber Father! 
_ od bee $ Murder. But' that which aggravated chf 
ence was Mariamne's conteinpruous Treat 
” ig n el Herod $ Relations with the Meantiels of theit 
irt 
Heiol habits waſted 4 ear after his Rerum fro 0a 
far in this 'Unealineſs,' and finding his Wife im placable, 
reſolved to chaſtiſe her; though at the Loſs of bis Quiet 
For ſufpecting an unjuſtifiable Intimacy between his Friend 
Sohemus and his Wife, he caufed BH to be diſpatched 
out of the World. But not being able to make out our any 
clear Proof againſt his Wife, his — Fo furniſh 
him with an Accuſation to take her of, by bribing He. 
rod's Cup-Bearer to tell him that the Queen had corrupted 
him to poiſon him. Upon this Herud, calling a Couticl 
of Friends only, he accuſed her of 4 Def 0h take him 
off; ahd being now grown reſolute it his Revenge, he 
ave Vent to his Paſſion, and reproactied her in the vileſt 
inner, and very unbecoming the Reverence due to 
chat Aſſembly. The Council not darimig to oppoſe Herot's 
imp. yous Humour, join with him in the Cofidemnation 
of his innocent Wife. However, his dying Affection lo 
far tevived, that he conſented with the Council not to 
put her to Death, but'cotifine her to'cibſe Ithpriſorimient 
- Salome, Who well knew her Brother's Temper, and fear- 
that fo long as Mariamme lived he tnight relapfe into 
kis former Fondnefs, urged the Nec of the Queen's 
fpeedy Execution; for if it ſhould be Known that ſhe was 
cotifitied, the people would attempt her Inlar os 
Upon this Herod, who was jealous of his Power, 
his e and commanded her to be put to Death dun 
diately. Mariamne received her Bm with her ufual 
wy nr imity, not betraying the leaſt Fear in any Geſture 
k, but with an Intrepidity and Reſolution uncom- 
mon to her Sex, greatly übte to the fatal Stroke, 
| Thus periſhed the moſt beautiful and innocent Mariamne, 


who 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Who fell a Sacrifice. to her Huzband's, Jealouſy, and the 


Nb» and whos but for her haughty Spirit, might have 


ent her Pays in great Tranquilliy. 


Herod ſoon repented of his Raſhneſs in executing. his 
Nen fo fatally; for though ehe had irrrecoverably 


ken her off from his Imbraces, yet her beautiful Image 
ſtill poſſeſſes his Soul, and ſhe is always preſent in his 
Thoughts : He often calls on her Name, and moſt immo- 
derately deplores her Death : The Perſuit of Glory is no 
longer his Delight; but ſupinely neglecting Government, 
he indulges himſelf in his Sorrows, and becomes incon- 
ſolable. In vain his Friends attempt to comfort him, he 


has no Senſe of Pleaſure in the various Entertainments 


which they prepare to divert him, and all Delicacies are 
& kim Taft x Palllncs nee 
fected the People of all Degrees, which they interpreted 
as a judgment from God for the unjuſt Death of the 
Queen. And now Herod having afflicted himſelf with 
the moſt pungent Grief for his murder'd Wife, retires 
into the Country, where in a few Days he contracted 2 
dangerous Diſtemper : For he was ſeized with: a violent 
Inflammation and Pain in his Neck, which baffled the Art 
of his Phyſicians, who could give him no Relief. In this 
Condition he languiſhed for ſome Time at Samaria and 
Sebaſte ; during which Time Alexandra, Mariamne s 
Mother, attempted to poſſeſs her ſelf of all the Fortreſſes 
of 2 Which when Herod heard, he command- 
ed her to be put to Death. | 4 
After his Recovery he built the City of Cæſarea in Ho- 
nour of Auguſtus Ceſar, and rebuilt the Temple of Je- 
ruſalem, making it a moſt magnificent Structure. The 
reſt of his Life he ſpent in Acts of Cruelty, putting to 
Death Coſtobarus, Husband to his own Siſter Salome, 
who was accuſed of Treaſon, Nor was he leſs ſparing of 
his own Iſſue, for he cauſed his two Sons Alexander and 
Ariſtobulus, whom he had by Mariamne, to be ſtrangled. 
Not long before his own Death he murdered his Son A- 
X 3 tipater., 


3 1 A Compleat Hiſtory Bo Book Vi. 
tipater. By his Will he left Archi laus, * he had by 
Maltace, 4 Samaritan, Heir to his Dominions ; and wel [ER 
long enough after. the Birth of our Saviour to put t , 
Death the Infants that had been born in Bethlehem within Þ 


the Space of two Years, upon the News brought him i 
the \ 388 that's an — Was born, who ſhould be 
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